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Sr HE PREFACE OF THE 
N OST FAMOVS CLERKE MAISTER 
FodontcUtues vpon bis boke called the Jnffructis 

of a chʒiſten woman, bnto'the moſte gracious 
pzincefſe, Katharine of Englande, 


Dae bene moued pattlie by the holy⸗ 
lynes and goodnes of yourliupng, pars 
Is) tely by the fauour and loue that your 
SY WF grace beateth towarde holy fludte and 
iernyng, to wzite ſome thyng vnto your 
F good grace, ot thinfozmacton and bzin⸗ 
gyng vp of a Chziſten woman: A matter neuer pet en⸗ 
treated of any man, amonge ſo great plentie and va- 
rietee of wittes and wꝛiters. Foz Zenophon and Ary⸗ 
ſtotel, geupuge rules of houſe kepinge,and Plato ma⸗ 
kyng pꝛeceptes of ozdryng the common weale, ſpake 
many thynges apperteynyng bnto the womans offpce 
and dewtie: Ind ſaint Cypztan, ſaint Hieronime ſaint 
Imbzoſe, and ſaint Auguſtine, haue intreated of mats 
des and wydowes, but in ſuche wyle, that theyappere 
tather ta echoꝛte and counſaple them vnto ſome kinds 
of lyuynge, than to inſtructe and teache theim. They 
fpende all theit ſpeeche in the laudes and pꝛayſes of 
chaſtitee, whiche is a goodly thynge and ſyttynge fog. 
thole great witted and holy men: Howe be it they wzyte- - 
but ewe pꝛeceptes and rules howe to liue, ſuppoſynge 
it to be better, to echoꝛte thein vnto the beſt, and helps 
them vp to the higheſt, than to enkourme and teach the 
lower thinges. But J will let paſſe allſucheerhoztaz 
tions. becauſe euery body thall choſe and pyke out the 
waies ok liuynge, out 9 3 
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than ok my fanteſieza 5 
- CC Tyerfozetn the fir eboke. 7 


vnte wydowehead.: howe ſhe ou 
ok hit life well and vertyouſly with her hulband. In 


me chozt, than iwany woulde J chuld haue beue. Not 
withſtandyng who ſo conſidzeth wel the caule of mine 


without a ſkyl.Foz in giuyng pꝛeceptes, a man ought 


THE PREFACY. 


I wylc 


ile rules of lpuyng. 
wyll beginne at the 
beginnyng ol a womans life, and leade hir foozthe vn⸗ 
to the tyme Weed d Inthe ſeconde, from mariage 

howe ſhe ought to paſle the tyme 


the laſte booke J enkourme and teache the widowhead 
And becauſe the matter coude not be otherwyſe hand⸗ 
led, there be many thinges tolde in eee, per⸗ 
taynpng buto wyues and wydewes: and müche in the 
ſecond, belongyng vnto vnmarled women: andſome 
in the thyꝛde parteynyng vnto all: Leſt a matde ſhuld 
thynke, that ſhe nede to rede but oniy the fy2ſte boke, oz 
a wyfe the ſeconde, 02a widow only the thyzde. J wyll 
that euery of thei ſhall rede all: In which J haue ben 


entent, and taketh good heede, ſhall finde it doone not 


[pectally to bee bꝛeefe: leſte he ſonet dull the wittes of 
the redets, than teache them with longe bablyng. And 
pꝛeceptes ought to be ſuche, that euery body may ſone 


con theim, and beare eaſily iu minde. 


- - 


¶ No we ſhoulde not be ignozaunt of the lawes that 
Chꝛiſt and his diciples, Petre,Paule,James, John, a 
Jude taught vs: where we mate le, that they giue vs 
the deuine pꝛeceptes bꝛeke and ſhoꝛtlie, Foz who can 
bere in remembꝛaunce thoſe lawes, whiche they beate 


not wel in minde, that haue ſpent their hole like in ſtudy 


of theim: and therfoze haue J neitherr thurſt in many 


examples, noꝛ gon out of iny matter to entteat general 
Ip of vice and vertu, which were a large fuld towoltze in 
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to withall. And though thou loue, canſt thou not ob⸗ 


ok his vnthzultynes, a ſchole maiſter of DANS 


THA PREFACE, 


8 that my boke myght bee, not onely tedde 


without tediouſnes, but alſo be red often, 


¶ Moꝛeouert though the pꝛeceptes foz men be innume 
ravfe: women yet mate be enfozmed with fewe wozdes, 
Foz men muſt be occupied bothe at home and foxthe a⸗ 
bꝛode, both in theit own matters # foz the cõmõ weale, 
Therkoꝛe it can not be declared in few bokes but in ma 
ny and long, how thei ſhal handle them ſelf in ſo many 
and diuers thynges. Zs fo2.a woman hath no charge 
to ſe to, but hit honeſtee and chaſtitee.voherfoze whan 
ſhe is inkourmed of that, ſhe is ſufficiently appoincted. 
woherkoꝛe their wyckedneſſe is the moze cutſed and de⸗ 
teſtable, that go about to periſſhe that one treaſure e 
womẽ:as though a man had but one eye, and an other 
wolde go about to put it out. | 
CSDome wzyte fylthy and baudy rymes. whiche men RES 
F cannot ſe what honeſt ercuſe thei can ley foꝛ 5 1 
but that their cozrupe minde and ſwelled with | 

can bzeath none other thyng but venome, to y ytht 
that ate nere vnto it. But they call theim ſelfe l ouers: 
and J beleue they be ſo in dede, ye and blynde and 


teine thyne owne, except thou inkecte all other therfoze # 
In ny inynde, no man was euet baniſhed moze tygh⸗ 
kully, than was Ouide, at leſt wiſe if he was baniſſhed 
foꝛthe waityng the crafte of loue, Foʒ othet wzite wan⸗ 
ton and noughtte balades, but this wozſhipfull attifi= 
cer muſte make rules in goddes name, and pꝛeceptes 


tommon cozruptet of vertu. 
Nowe J doubt not but foe wyll. thyn 


ceptes ouer loze and harpe,Howbe Ha pes of al. 


if, th 
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„Fates bo nde th s be Seen i ont an 


large vnto 
ſtrayte, an 
that they go 


ood men, and the wate of vpce 4 
toughe. But vnto vll men neither the way 
in, is pleaſant, noꝝ the wate ot vertue i 
And ſeynge it is fo, tt is bettet 
C. . men than vn: and rathirtorecken ths 
bad koltzes option falſe, than the good mens, Pytha⸗ 
* tephilofopher, and other o his ſchole, in the 
ok this letter, LT, lay, that whiainan is paſt 
r al after is eaſp and plaine 
KW C Plato giueth cotifetl, to choſe the bet way in kung, 
1 - whiche way ble and euſtome (hail alſo make pleſant. 
wan. . loꝛde in the goſpell ſaythe, Che waye inte the 
1 kyngdome of heuen is Frapte , not bycauſe it is ſo in 
| dede,but bycauſe fewe go it: except a man wolde toũte 
*| wan, His wozdes kalle, where hefaith, My pocke is lwete, a 
19. ni burden light. Oz els where he p20! 
tsno man that foꝛgothe any chyng 
thal hane karre moze fo2 it agayne, yea and that in this 
And what was ment therby, dut the pleaſures of 
ue : Therfoze Jfe, vato whom ny peceptes ſhail 
feme rigoꝛous and charpe, chat is yongemen, that be 
ignoꝛant, wanton, and vnthꝛifty: whiche can not ones 
beare the ſyghte ol a good woman. Ind ipke as tanke 
hoxfes ney vnto euety mare, ſo they go about euety try⸗ 
e and peuythe wenche, that hath a pleaſute to be 
toked vpon and foued, and they wolde haue theit koly 
to be atowable by the multiende of myſdoets. Xs who 
katth the agrement #abulionof people mygyt chatige 


ebe hem that 
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Tur PREFAC 175 
r es idle 
he ſette commen harlottes in his toppt. Ind oneLeon- 
tium, the concubyne ol Metrodogus, ſtarted out, and 


babled fourth a boke without all rea ton, oz Game, a⸗ 
gayef 


ethat man moſt excellent *1wyſedome'and-etos 
eee which dede was thougytlo intolterable, that as 
no moꝛe hope of goodnes were lett, ther roſe vp 
pꝛouerbe or that — ohh de next remedy was fo 
atreto go hang 
mpeg are eth ot hin late buto the both 
emetrias in this wife: Moꝛe tha. xn pete a go 
3 in the wirt J mut nedes 
fpeke againſt vite, and patefy the trappes of the deuil, 


wirtyng many be agrened withal, whan euety bus tis = 


keth the matter, as laid by him foife,# lun not hete ine, 


as an exhoztourand-councelloue.butlothethme;as an 
his faith he. 

ully: —— po 
— —— ver⸗ 
ueg, wyſe wydowes, and fmally all that art 
ten people, not oneiy in name but ald iu dede 
and wh thei hertes, ti Kandeay [ne pate, whiche 
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derſtand moꝛe in ſentence than Iſpeke in wozdes, 


- bycauſethat vou haue hene bothe maide, wife, and wy⸗ 
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leader, aud nurſt he daawen . Thetfoꝛe haue I ſpoken 
lomtyme the more playnly: that theꝝ mygyt ſethefil- 
tchynes of thevatandicions, as it were peiucted in a ta; 
ble: to thentent that they ſhuld be aſhamed; and at laſt 


leaue their Hamefall:dedes, And giſo that good wo⸗ 
mn ſhuld be gladder to ſe them ſell out ofthoſe vices, 


and labour moe to be furder from them, and to ente 


in to the abitacle of vertue. Foꝛ J had leauet( as ſainct 


Hieronyme counſayleth ) aduenture my ſhamekaſtn 
a lyttell whyxle, than ieopetde my matter: ſo pet that 
wolde not tall in and vnclenlynes, which were the gret⸗ 
teſt ſhame that can be, ſoz him that ſhulde be a malſter 
of chaſtitie, Wherfoꝛe often tymes the teder muſte vn⸗ 


And this woꝛk moſt excelleut #gracious painces, J 
et vnto you in like manet, as it à peintet wold bꝛing 
vnto you pour owne byſage and image, mooſte coun⸗ 
nyngeiy peynted. Foz like as in that purttatute pou 
myght ſe your bodtly ſunilitude: ſo in theſe bokes (hal 
pou ſe the reſemblaunce of your mynde and goodnes: 


dowe. Ind ſo you haue handled pont ſelfe in all the 035 
dzeandcourſeof your life. that what ſo euet vou dyd, 
myght be an erample buto other to lyue attet. But you 
had leuer ß bertues to be pꝛaiſed thi yourſelf. Bow be 
it no man can pꝛaiſe the vertucs of women, but he muſt 
nedes cũpꝛehend yau in the ſame pꝛaiſe. Hob be it vous 
mind ought to be obeied. Therfoꝛe you ſhal vnderſtãd 
g man like vnto you be pʒaiſed here by name expꝛeſſelt 
but vour ſelf ſpokẽ ot 2tinually though you be not na⸗ 
med. Foꝛ vertues can never he p2aiſed, but the muſt ne 
des be paeiſed with al. p be excellent in the. tho ugh da f 
WS! ame 


| name be not bas your ede daugh ter 
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ſhal rede theſe ore — in liuing. 
whiche ſhe mult nedes do if che oꝛder hir lelfe after the 
trample that ſhe e Na 
and wiledome. Noz there is — i 
alter them, and ert ept ſhe alone oral a 18 

and begyle euery mannes opinion, e mut ned 
both very good and holp/ that is come uf — and 
ble kyng Nenry the. vii luche a WORE mates: that 
pour honour and vertue paſſe all-craftes in pꝛattpng 

Thetfoz? all other women hall haue an 155 eo 
yourlpfe and dedes?/andby thofe bookes that Jha 
dedicated vnto yout name, they ſhall haue ruſes and 
pꝛeceptes to lyue bp die chal they be 3 
_ goodnes, bothe koꝛ that, w 
in geüing example, and that it 

my wꝛytyng. 8 And | 
gratelonge well to fare, At Bzuges th 
our 9 1 PO ili the 'Vidaydf pant 
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. tit. ko. . 
bokes beto bered;and what not. Cap. v. foli. 9. 


te. ko. i;. 
ok vir 


oo ſtee-Cap.vt. - 
e Seppng ginitee and chaſtice,Ca bit. folg. 
Ol the oꝛdzyng ol a body ina virgin Cap. bitt. kolt us. 
kthe raymentes. Cap. ir. kol. 24 
uyng alone ok a virgin Cap. x. kol. 28. 


es ofa womon, and eraumples that — 


all behaue bir! ſelf fozthe 3 
* fol. 38. 
| 8 lll. koli. 46. 
Se p.riitt.. fol.4-8: 
Howe a tnatden ought to loue.Cap.tb, kols;. 
How the mayd hall ſeke an huſband. Cap. xbi.kol.54. 
The ſecond boxe. 5 

FI 
C.Ofwedlocke, Cap. f. fol. 51: 
what a woman oughtto haue in mynd whan (he ma⸗ 
rieth.Cap.tt. folf:62, 

2 the greatteſt poyntes in a maried . 

p. iii. * 64. 
2 "> an behane birt ſelle bnto * | 
0 2 
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- THE YABLY, 
Of the concoade of maried couples. Cap. b. fo. 824 
How ſhe ſhuld lyue betwene hir huſband and hir ſeife 

pziuatly. Gap. bi. ko. lxxxix. 
Ok teloſp. 


Cap. vii. . N fo. 92. 
Ok rapmentes. Cap. biii. ko.xc bi. 
Ok walkyng abzode. Cap. ix. ko-rcviit, 
what th e wyfe ought to do at home. cap. x. bo. 10s. 

r and ye roarge nnd. cart about 

« 9s. . FARE 
Ot Au mariedde women, and of | eppe m | 
the (hall behave her lelle with her byvleanes 
"and alyaunce.Cap-citt. | 8 04132. 

Bons, be bal lyue with hir ſon 0; hit daughter! 


2 | wer 


Oks wpſewel OR age. Cap. rb. 
17 -3 (Ke thirde W's D - 


Dffeconde martages: Cap-vi 
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<  WTHE FIRST BOKE OF 
„ THE INSTRVCTION.OF A 

wy | CHRISTA NN WOMAN. 

- the hrin vp ofa maide whan ſbe u 

N 4 r 


* 1 1 
nns  Quintilian in his boke,; where 
I 1 a 


. J 
» | 
. nnyng and entrance to 
8 the cradel, and na tyme to 
_—_ ed tawarde thende and 
11 == urpoſe of the kacultee entended: Nowe 
* muche maze diligence ought to be geuen in a Chziſten 
vitgine, that ut man bothe eufourme hit eucteate, and 
ozde it and hir inſttuction and entringe, Ie 
8 and by frumthe milke:whiche J waulde it it. 


aher 171 1 mothers. Aud the lame counſaile gi⸗ 
and Phauozine, d manp other ofthe 
gb philofopbers.Foz by that meancs 


. delt ch be the moze betwene the mother aud the 
1 daugter whan none ot the mothers.name Halbe take 
> fcoin hir and put vnto any other,  Foznurces be wont 
- alfo.to.be called mothers. Ind ß mother may moze ttu⸗ 
Ivy rkkeu hir daughter hir owu, whom ſije hathe nat ons - 
> & BY ee bzought in tothe wozld but 
alla hathcatied ſtyl in hir armes ofa babe, vnto mhom 


cee er eee 
ebleut He hath cheryſbed in bur 


Fopusasthoug) he ſtowed theſame 


| THY INSTRYCTION or 

good lucke and foꝛtune . Theſe thinges ſhall caule and 
engendꝛe ſuch reuerent and inwarde loue in the dough 
ter towarde the mothet agayne, that ſhe ſhall be tar 
moꝛe loued and fette by of hit doughtet, bycauſe ot the 
loue that (he hath ſo abundãtly conceyued toward hir 
in grene and tender age. who can no we expꝛeſſe, what 
charite theſe thinges encreace amõg folke, whan wild 
beaſtes that haue no knowlage noz perceyuynge what 
loue meaneth, pet lone thete noziſhets and bzingersvp, 
no; hon the datigers ol deth to defend and ſaue them⸗ 
Moze otter J wote not ho we, dut lo it is, that we ſucke 


£ 


out ofonr mothers teate togither with the mul not on 


= 
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a 


bad choſe the wyleſt and belt nurces, whiche pꝛecepte 
Imp ſeite wyll enſue and counfatte the mothers, that 
mate not noziſhe their childzen with their own milk; to 
do like wiſe. Neyther Jil ſo great diligence to be ge- 
uen in leking a nurce fo2 a boy, as foz a maide. Nuinti 
lian thought it ſufficient to command that the nurces 
chulde not be fonle and rndefpoken; betauſe the wates 
and maner of ſpeakyng taken in youth, wold be harde 
to get away. As fo2 their maners he cated not ſo great⸗ 
l, which the man child doth after ketnefrom home tha 


at whome. And pet he doth allege the opinton of Chats 
| Butthe wave, 


— — — 
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Ache riN vWondh, 
whom wwe wold haue fpeetallt gbd luten⸗ 
dance both ok father and mother, ot ok vite oz 
vncleulynes ſhulde ſtycke on dee che go iche 
n by hie en ng e | 
K . he (AIT'#p2(te 
ae nurte nei 0 dwhat to enerlhelearneth 
in rude and ignozant A ſhe euer labsnrto 
courtetkete andfolove Fi 575 ye. Cherkozeſapnicts 
; ergnims,whaithe did teach the doughter of Leta, he 
} renner phootoetine eh b or erm 
| area ofealbend cba | 5" "7 


. COtthereſidneaChir infancte., . emen 
to 


. ſheets ones weaned and beginteth 
Hetze and go, let plet al ee ch e cbr 
hee gh Donn 1 
woman of ſad de 55 that mate Kent and meaſire the 
and paſtymes ol hit mind, and ſet them to ho⸗ 
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ourlouecontinneth the loge ard them, with w 
we haue paſſed out tyme in e affection of 
loue is the molt ſtronge with women, becauſe they bee 
niozedifpoſed to Neale and daltaunce. Now im that 
Age, whiche can not pet diſrerne good from bad they 
ſhulde be taught none puell. And it is an vngratious 
opinion of thein that lat, thei wil haue their chiidzento 
knowe bothe good and puel:Foz by that meanes they 
7? Tap,thathalthebetterflee vice and foloto berthe; i 
tt were moe ſuetty, and moze pꝛolitable, & cherte 

. n not ones toknow 
NM 2 fl 
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her thinketh hall pleaſe beſt hirfather 1 


A C TIONK Ox 


cher. Let all hir bzinging vr bepureandchalt the firſt 
peres, becatiſe ot hit maners, r 


W cultome inpouthe aud infancy. 
ENfhirexertile, Cap. tit. 


y Uhan ſhe is ot᷑ age ee Bah 
begin with that,which parteyneth-bntotheomas 
ment ot hit (a, AUDEbENePi0g n 

Ly 


LAN ere: in which opp» 
nion are Ariſtotel, Eratoſthenes. @ Chziſippus, : 
| titan wolde beginue at the fourthe oz tplt yere, But 


Fre ach as ine malle tome. Chet 


* * * * ** 


ole feates, that m 
ebenen ace. Forwhatel hado beaeros 
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How be it J appointno se bebe hed. 


put al the oꝛdzing ofthis matter in the difcrecionofche 
kathers and mothers: which maie take auiſement ages 
the qualities and complextons of the childe; ſo they be 
not letted with inozdinate a tkection: by reaſon —.— 
ſome let lo much hy theit childzen; And care (00 
them, that thei kepe them from al labour, leſt thet . 
1 kal into any ficknes. So whan they wene to encreaſe - 
and ſtrength their bodies, they bzule and weakenthem 
Che cheriſhynge and ſuffraunte ot the fathers and mo 
bene much the childzen, that geueth theim an 
nbzidled libertee vnto vice Infinite, and ſpectatlp the 
— — theſe be rekrained and holden vnder, foz 
9 — 
N nature at large, and renneth headling 


XY 
be 
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meth not 55 


hir boke, and belide that to handle oil ; 
at two crattes; yet left of that olde innotent 
pꝛokitabie and kepers oft 


o about things that ST 


ta woman ſhuld 


. wile 
be done by hand, no not 


on THE THETRY CTIOW of | 
nbi wan dhe ken tafkevf «Dhalhe neuer ho! 
bir peace? O ſhal ſhe ſyt and mule: vohat J pꝛay you? 
Wo mans thought is ſwylt, and fo the moſte part vn⸗ 
ſtapie, walkyng and wand2ynig out from home, E fone 
wykAide,by the reaſon of it own \lippetnes; I wore not 
how av. Thetfote redynge were the beit, a cherunto 
geue thein cofiſaile ſpectally.Sut yet whan He is werd 
of redyng, J can not ſe hir idel, as it were the women ol 
Perſcland,d2owned in volupties and plefures, ſikti 
amonge the company al gelded men, ſinging andy 
kettpng continuatly, whiche pleaſures were oft e 
ged and'renewed to eſthewe tedpoulnes, and thetiF 
one pleaſute was the beginnyng of an other folowing: 


that moſt noble woman oomen of the bloud o Scipt 
and Gracchus, which was allo deſcended ol the linaͤge 
of kyng Aganſemnon the ppince olall kynges, and do 
letne to dzeſſe it, and to hold and occupie a rock, with a 
woll baſket in hir lap, and kutne the ſpindle, and dzawe 
foith the thꝛede with hit oon fingers. And Demetttas 
which was as great of byzth,as mighty of pollelſiois 
as ſhee, hee bad haue wolle in hirhandes,and hit felfd 
either to ſpyn, to warpe, oz elwynde ſpindels'tn a taſe⸗ 
fox to thzow woke of, to winde on clewes the ſpinning 
of others,and to 0zdze ſuch as ſhuld be wouen, Foz the 
p;eſſpug of woll hath ben euer a honeſt occupactontoy 


Daynt Hieronyme wold haue Paula to handle 2 


, 


| 


| 


a good woman In Rome all mapdes, whan thes wers 


Tritte maryed, bzaughe vnto the: dutvanden houſe 
diltaffe and ſpindel with wolle, and wiped,ſttiked;and 
garniſhed the poſtes with wolle. which thynge was a 


[pt on a felle with wolle that he myght lerne, what = 
au 


cee Hud de mave 


: 
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ought to do at home. Than afterward? che Huldec; this 
theke wozdes vnto hirhufband, where as thou art Cai 
us. thete am J Caig. Howe w che ale Tanaquil 
| an Etrulcian bozne, a very woman anda ſadde, 
wyke vnto king Tarquin Pziſcus. which Cata Tana 
a vſed al hit labout in e alter hit deth 
| qu was wozlhipped koz a goddes, i hit image ſet by 
with a rocke, as a token and a ſigne ofchaſlicee and la 
b boni there was a cuſtome to.cry at p wedding of- 

tentimes, Thal aſſio, Thalaſſto, that is as ye wold ſay, 
The wol baſket, The wol To thentent the new 
maried wife ſhuld cemebze, what he ſhuld haue to do. 
Ther koze it apr penn aſygneofa wiſe and a chalte 

1 woman to do that buſtneſſe.The kynges ſon ol Rome 
| audnoble Pong wen of 5 Bae eee they 


one 29 hop * Aegi of pale: UH and 7 itee. 
: Tohattymeal the empire a dominion of Rome was in 
Auguſtus handes,yet he let his daughters #h(s nicis 
, 10 992 de vpon wol. Likewiſe Terence, where 17 85 
dolcribe a ſobꝛe and a chaſt yonge woman, ſa 11 
tyng hir liuyng by molle and webbe. Ind 


pere 


Dn 
dothepekeottheppuſof Inholye woman, 
ſaith. de ſought fo2 wolle andflare,and wꝛought by 
c counſaile ofhirhandes,Noz it maketh no koꝛce as: 
EFF othe per⸗ 


5 K of cout 2 
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» þ wed 
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ni 104 14 YCTION or 
gear Anna, mother vnto Samuel 
ae ade with het 3 rochet 
— queene of Ithate Penelope 
we Noone ity of ende 2 —4 | 

auy pyze weaue 
ae be armentes withthett owne handes;fo; thcir huſbides 
bꝛetherne, aud fathers, and childzen: or which ma- 
garmentes; _ Alexander ſhewed ſome vnto the 
e Bentelan t, that his mother and ſiſters had 
made. Mꝛiters ol hiſtoztes make mention, that in olds 
tyme there was wont in Spayne, great wagers to be 
lade, who ſhulde ſpyn, oꝛ weaue moſt, and tymes were 
apoynted to bzynge forthe thetr worke to ſhewe it; and 
eue iugement of it. And great honout and peile was 
gene vato-them;that aboured moſt and diligentlteſf. 
nd yet vnts this day remayneththe ſame mynde and 
toue of ſobze ſadnes in many, and thappliyng of theyz 
wozke is bolted andtalked of. Ind amdg al good wo- 
men it is a ſHame to be tdel.Therfoze quene Aus 
hel, yng Fardiyandos wyfe, 


aught hit dou 
the tdirof Spayn mother were EY ins 


as 
cious ſouera ee lozde 5 — Henry the eyght. 92 
the maid alſo lerne cokery not that and ex⸗ 


3 enen nt meny, ful of delycious 
43 — cokes medle with but fo: 
—— e;that he may lerne to dzeſſe meatefop 
ee . n 
hir hufband and child n 
cn a + a" 
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one and thothet , whan che d athe.notlayeall thelabour 
vpon the ſeruauntes. But her ſel eee 
as chalbe maꝛe pleaſant vnto hir father and mother, 
thꝛen, and hulband, and thildzen, than if they were del. 
ſed by ſeruauntes . And that he moꝛe pleaſaunt, it they 
were licke. Moꝛ let no body lothe the name ok the kechin 
! namely being a thing very neceſſary, without the which 
neither licke toles tan amẽd, noꝛ hole folkes lyue. The 
whiche occupacion Achilles bothe a kyng and a kinges 
ſon, and a loꝛde moſte noble , dyd not diſoapne to do. Foꝛ 
what time NMliſſes and Heltoꝛ came to him, fo2 agremẽt 
bvetwene him and Agamemnon, he laide the tables hym 
elle and tucked vp his clothes, # went in to the kechin, 
and pꝛepared they2 meate, to make the noble pꝛinces ſo⸗ 
I wy and — — dn he 09 7/9 2 10 8 
7 athynge parteining 5 2 
 whanthemaiſtresoz hir daughter is dy, all thyng is 
Done the moze R , What deyntynes of bande is 
that, and what lothing of Anker tw that they moch not 
auhpde to handle oꝛ ſe that whiche their father o2, mother 
dn huſband ox bꝛother, oʒ elles their child mut eate, Let 
1 themehar dooe fo; vnderſtande that they bera 

» theirhandes mozewhan they lay them on an other m 
than their owne hulband, than Beuge ber be 
blacked thẽ in ſout. And that it is moꝛe chame to | 
in a daunce than in the kechin; and to handle wel tables 
and cardes, than meat. And wozſe betometh a good wo⸗ 
man to taſt a cuppe of dꝛinke in a feaſt oꝛ abanket,rea- 
ched vnto her by an other man than to taſte a ſuppynge 
in the kechin to giue her huſbande Therfoze by my 
ſaple a woman chall lerne thiscrafte, that che un in 
2 pleaſe hit krendes * 


2 


the 
* al 
4 % P 
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1 Che Jnftriiction of 
meate mat come moꝛe clenly vnto the table. I haue ſene 
in Spain and in France,y haue mended of their ſicknes 
by meates dꝛeſſed of their wines, doughters, oz dough- 
ters in lawe , and haue euer after loued theim farre the 
better — — — haue ſene, that haue ben ha⸗ 
ted, as doughter of the father; and doughter in lawe of 
the father in lawe, and wyfe of hir hulbande, becauſe 


they haue ſaied, they coude not ſkele of coquery. 


f people, 
Y, 
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7 ures and banketfyng, noz here any time the pꝛeceptes 
of good liuing,noz regarde any man that itueth wel, and 
* therfoze they can lyue none other wile, than they haue 
learned, either by ſeyng oz heryng. Now haue thei herd, 
non ſene neither vſed any thing, but pleaſure and beaſtli 
nes, amonge vncomely criyng and chouttynge, amonge 
dauncers and killers laughers and eaters, dꝛunkerdes 
and ſpewers, emonge folke dꝛowned in ercedynge ouer 
muche toye and gladnes all care and mynde of goodnes 
laide apart. Thertoze muſt thei nedes chew ſuch thinges 
in their condictons ali theyz lite. But you Gall not light 
ly fynde an yll woman extcepte it beſuche one, as either 
knoweth not, oꝛ at leſt way cõſ dereth not what chaltitee 
and honeſty is woꝛth, noꝛ ſeeth what miſchiefe che dothe 
whã ſhe foꝛgoeth it,. noꝛ regardeth howe great a treaſure 
fioꝛz how fowle,toz how lyght, and traſttoꝛy an image ot 
+ pleaſurethe changeth , what a ſoꝛt of vngraciouſneſſes 
7 ltheletteth in, what tyme che chutteth foꝛthe chaſtite , noz 
pvondꝛeth what bodity pleaſure is, hom vaine # folyche 
7 athing, whiche is not woꝛthe the turnyng or an hande, 
not onely vnwoꝛthy. wherfoꝛe the chulde caſt awate that 
which is molt goodly treaſure, that a woman can haue. 
And che that hath learned in bokes to caſt this and luch 
other thynges, and hath furniſhed and fenled hir minde 
with holy counſailes, ſhall neuer find to do any vilany. 
Foz ifſhecan finde in hir herte to do naughtily, hauyng 
lo many pꝛecentes of vertue to kepe hir, what ſhulde we 
luppoſe che chuld do, hauig no knowlage ok goodnes at 
alxand truly it we wold cal the old woꝛld to remembꝛate 
1 and reherle their tyme,we ſhall finde no learned woman 
that euer was yll, where J coude beyng foozth an hun⸗ 
dnzed good, as Coznelia the mother of G 8 3 
.v En rift ij. 
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The Inſtruction of 
wagan example of al goodnes and chaſtitie, and tau ahe: 
hir childzen hir owne ſelfe. And Poꝛtia the wife of Bꝛu⸗ 
tus, that toke of hir fathers wyledome. And: Cleobula. 
daughter of Cleobulus, one of the. vij. wile men, whiche 


Cleobula was ſo geuen vnto lernyng and philoſophte, . 
that the clerely deſpiſed al pleaſure of the body, and liued 
perpetually a mayde, at whome the daughter of Pytha⸗ 
go2as the philoſopher toke example, whiche after hir fa⸗ 
thers death was the rular of his ſchole, and was made 
the maiſtres of the college of virgins , Ailo Theaneo, . 
one of the ſame ſect and ſchole , doughter vnto Metapõ⸗ 


tus, which had alſo the arfte of p2ophelp, was a woman 


of ſingular chaſtitee. And ſaint Hteronime ſaith that p r 
Dibilles were virgins. Alſo Caſſandza, and pꝛophetes 
of Appollo, and Juno at Criſla, were virgins. And that 


was a common thing, as we rede, that thoſe women that 


were pꝛophetes, were virgins eke. And che p aunſwered 
ſuch as came to aſtke any thing of Apollo in the Delphis 
was euer a virgine, of whom the firſte was PMhemone. 
whiche firſt found verſe roial. Aiſo Sulpitia wyfe vnto 
2 hay 2 
ny, in yng 0 om e 
poet Martial wꝛiteth on this wile. | 
- Redeth Sulpitia all yonge women, 

Tat caſt your mynde to pleaſe one man. 

Kedeth Sulpitia alſo all men 3: 
That dooe entende to pleaſe one woman. 
Ot honeſt and vertuous loue doth he tell, 


\ 
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A Chꝛiſten woman bij. 
was moze happy of his wyfe than was Caleno of Sul- 
pitia. Hoꝛtẽtia the doughter of Hoztentius the ozatoure, 
dpd lo reſemble hir fathers eloquence , that che made an 

dation vnto the iudges of the citie foꝛ the women, which 
oꝛaciõ the ſucceſſours of that tyme dyd rede, not only as 
a laude and pꝛayſe of womes eloquence, but alſo to lerne 
cunnynge of it, as well as of Cicero oz Demoſthenes 
oꝛations. Edeſia of the citie of Jlexandze, kinſwoman 
vnto Sirian the philoſopher, was of fo great learnyng 
and vertuous diſpoſycyon;that the was a woundꝛe vnto 
all the wozlde in hir time. Cozinna Theia a vertuous 
woman ouer came the poete inder. v. tymes in verſes. 
Paula the voyfe of Senec,enfourmed with the doctrine 
bol hir huſband, folowed alſo hir huſband in condicions. 
And Senet hym ſelfe maketh ſoꝛowe, that his mother 
was not wel lerned in the pzeceptes of wyſe men, which 
I he had ben entred in at hir hulbandes commaundment. 
Argentaria Polla, wyte vnto the poet Lucan , whiche 
after hir hulbandes death coꝛrected his bokes, and it is 
7 fared, that che helped hym wyth the makyng, was a no⸗ 
ble woman ot birth, ryche, and excellent of beautye and 
wut, and chaſtitee of whom Callyope in Statins ſpea- 


& beth thus vntoLucan, 
I chall not geue the onely excellence in making, 
But alſo bynde in maryage the vnto. 


F 
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One mete foz thy wytte and great cunning, 
Duch as Uenus wold giue oz the goddelſe Jungs 
In beaute, ſymplicitee, and gentylneg * 
n byzthe,grace fououre and riches. 


Alſo Diodozus the logicpan had ,v.doughters excellent 
in lernynge and chaſtitee: of whom Philo,maiſter vnta 
Carneades, wꝛiteth the hilt BY ones 


o, 3enobia the queene k 
C. ij. Pal 
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Palmyꝛa, was learned bothe in latine and greeke, and 
w2ote an hiſtozie, of whome, with other mo in the nerte 
boke, I (hall tel the meruailous chaſtitee. I nede not to 
reherſe the Chꝛiſten women, as Tecla diſciple of Paule 
a ſcholer mete foꝛ ſuche a noble maiſter, and Cateryne 
of Alexandꝛia, doughter vnto Coſtus, whiche ouercame 
in diſputactons the greatteſt and moſte exerciſed philo⸗ 
ſophers. There was one of the ſame name Catharyne 
Senenſis, a wondꝛous counnyng mayde, whiche hath 
lette behynde hir exaumples of hir wytte: in the whyche 
doth appere the purenes ot hir moſte holy mynde. Noz 
we nede not to enuy the pagans of their poetis, whyche 
haue in one houle toure maydes all poetis , the dough⸗ 
ters of Philip. And in ſainct Nieronimes tyme all holy 
women were very well learned. Wolde god that now a 
dates many , olde men were able to bee compared vnto 
them in counnyng . Saincte Mieronime weyteth vnto 
Paula, Leta, Euſtachium, Fabiola, Marcella, Furia 
Demetrias Salma and Hierontia: Sainct Ambzoſe 
vnto other: Sainct ine vnto other and all mar⸗ 
uailous witted well learned and holy. Ualeria Pꝛoba, 
whiche loued hir hulbande ſingularlye well, made the 
lyfe ot our loꝛde Chꝛiſte out of Uirgils verſes, Writers 


ok Cronicles late, that Theodoſia,doughter vnto The⸗ 


odoſius the yonger , was as noble by hir learnynge and 
vertue, as by hir Empire, and the makynges that be ta⸗ 
ken out of Homer named Centones be called hers . J 
haue red epiſtoles and counninge woꝛkes of Hildegard 
a mayde of Almapne, There hath ben ſeene in our tyme 
the foure doughters of quene Jſabel, of whom J ſpake 
à litell betoꝛe, that were well learned all. It is tolde me 
with greate pꝛaile and maruaile in many places of this 

we * —— 
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© F countrey.that dame Joanne, the wife of kyng Philippe, 
mother vnto Carolus that now is, was wonte to matze 
anlwere in latine, and that without any ſtudy, vnto the 
+ o2acions that were made after the cuſtome in townes, 
vnto newe pzinces . The ſame ſaith euerybody by the o⸗ 
7 ther.ij.ſpſters,which be dead in Poꝛtugal. Then whiche 
ij. lyſters there were no quenes by any mannes remem 
bꝛaunte moꝛe chaſte of body thanne they, none of better 
name, none better loued ofthetr ſubiectes, noꝛ moze fa⸗ 
uoxed, noꝛ better loued their hulbandes, none that moze 
lowely dyd obey them, noꝛ that kepte bothe theim and 
aͤll theirs, better without ſpotte of vilany, there were 
none that moze hated filthynes and wantonnes, none 
that euer dyd moze perfectly fultyll all the poyntes of a 
good woman. A 
2 C Nowe ifa man maie be ſuffered amonge queenes to 
ſpeke of moꝛe meane folkes, J wold reken amonge this 
ſoꝛt the daughters n C, c with 
them their kynnes woman M. G. whome their father 
not content onely to haue the good and very chaſt, wold 
allo they chuld be well learned, ſuppoſing , that by that 
meane they chuld be moꝛe truely and ſurely chaſt. Wher 
in neyther that great wile man is diſteiued, noꝛ none o⸗ 
ther that are of the ſame opinion. Foz the ſtudy of lear- 
ning is luch a thing, that it occupieth ones minde.hollp, 
and likteth it vp vnto theknowlage of moſt goodly mat 
ters, and plucketh it from the remembzance of ſuch thin 
ges as be foul. Jud it᷑ any ſuch thought come in to their 
mynde, either the minde, well foztifped with the pzecep= 
tes ot good lyuing, auoydeth theim awaie oz els it ge⸗ 
ueth none hede vnto thoſe thynges that be vyle a foule, 
whan it hath other moſt goodly and pure — 
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with it is delyted. And therfoze J ſuppoſe that Pallas 
the goddes of wyſdome and runnynge, and all the Mu⸗ 
ſes, were feigned in olde tyme to be birgynnes. And the 
mynde, ſet vpon lernyng and wyſedome, chall not oniy 
abhozre from foule luſt , that is to ſate the moſte whyte 
thyng from ſout, and the moſte pure from ſpottes; But 
alſo they ſhall leaue all ſuche lyght and triflyng pleaſu- . ! 
res wherin the lyght fantaſies of maides haue delite,as 
ſonges , daunces, and ſuche other wanton and pymſhe 
plates. A woman ſayth Plutarche, geuen vnto lernyng, | 


wyll neuer delyte in daunſyng. But here parauenture 
a man wolde ale, what lernyng a woman chuld be ſet 
vnto, and what ſhall che ſtudy: J haue tolde you', The 
(ſtudy of wiſedom, the which doth enſtruct their maners. 
and enfourm their liuyng, and teacheth them the waie of 
good and holy lyfe . As fo eloquence J haue no great 
care, noꝛ a woman nedeth it not, but che nedeth goodnes 
and vwiſedome.No2 it is no Thame foz a woman to holde 
hir peace, but it is chame fox hir and abominable to lack 
diſcrecion, and to line vl. Hoꝛ I wyl not here condempne 
eloquence, which both Qu n, and ſainct Hieronime 
folowyng hym,ſay,was pꝛeyſed in Cozneliathe mother 
of Graechus, and in Hoꝛtentia the doughter of Yozten- 
tius . If there maie be founde any holy and wel learned 
womã, I had leauer haue hir to teach them It there be 
none, let vs choſe ſome man either wel aged, oꝛ els very 
d and vertuous, which hathe a wyfe and that ryght 
tayze ynough , whom he loueth well , and lo ſhall he 
not deſp2e other. Foz theſe thynges oughte to be lene vn 
to,foz a8 moche as chaſtitee in bzingyng vp a woman re 
quireth the moſte dilygence, and in a maner al to gither. 
Phan che chalbe taught to rede, let thoſe bokes be taken 
- in 
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in hande, that maie teache good mauers. And whan che 
ſhail learne to wꝛite, let not hit example be voyd verſes, 
noꝛ wanton oz triflynge ſonges, but lome lad ſentence, 
pꝛudente and chaſte, taken out of holy ſcripture, oz the 
ſaipnges of philoſophers, whiche by often wzttyng the 
mate faſten better in hir memozy, And in learning ,as 
J poynte none ende to the manne, no moꝛe J dooe to the 

Woman: fauyng it is mete that the man haue knowlage 
of many and diuers thinges, that mate both pꝛofite hun 
ſelfe et the tcõmon welthe, bothe with the vſe and encrea- 
ſiyng of learning. But J wold the woman ſhuld be al to 
gether in that parte of philoſophy , that taketh vpon it 
= toenfonrme,and teache, and amende the condicions. 
Finally lette hir learne foz hir ſelfe alone and hir yonge 
childꝛene, oz hir ſyſters in our loꝛde. Foz it nepther be⸗ 
cometh a woman to rule a ſchoole, noz to lyue amonge 
men, oꝛ ſpeke abꝛode, and hake of hir demurenes and 
honeſtee, either all together oz eis a great parte: whiche 
if che bee good, it were better to bee at home within 
and vnknowẽ to other folkes, And in company to holde 
hir tonge demurely . And let fewe le hir, and none at all 
here hir · The apoſtle Paule the vellell of election, en⸗ 
fourmyng and teachynge the churche of the Coꝛinthis 
with holy pꝛeceptes, ſaithe: Lette pour women holde 
their tonges in congregacions, noꝛ they be not allowed 
to ſpeake, but to be ſubiecte as the lawe e k they 
wolde learne any thing, let thermaſke their hulbandes 
at home. And vnto his diſciple Timothe, he weitethe 
on this wiſe: Let a woman learne in ſtlence with a ſub⸗ 
iection. But J geue no lycence to a woman to bee a te⸗ 
cher, noz to haue aucthozitee of the man, but to be in ſi⸗ 
lence, Foz Adam was the tyzit made, and aan 
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A dam was not betraied, the woman was betraied inko 
the bꝛeche of the commaundement. Thertoze: becauſe a 


woman is a frayle thyng, and of weake diſcreacion, and 
that maie lyghtly be diſcetued, whiche thyng our fyꝛſte 
mother Eue cheweth, whome the deuyll caught with a 
lyght argument. Therfoze a woman ſhulde not teache 
leaſte whan ſhe hath taken a ſalſe opinion and beleue of 
any thynge che ſpꝛed it in to the hearers, by the auctoꝛite 
of maiſteryp , and lyghtly bzynge other in to the ſame 
errour : foz the learners commonly doo after the teacher 
with good wyll. 0 1% 


C What bokes be to be redde , and what not. Cap. v. 


Aynte Hieronyme wzytynge vnto Leta ofthe tea-- 
chyng of Paula, commaundeth thus: Let hir learne 
to heare nothyng , noꝛ ſpeake, but it that perteineth vnto 
the feare ol god. Noꝛ there is no doubt, but he wil coun 
ſaile the ſame of reading. There is an vie nowe a daies 
wozle than amonge the pagans , that bokes witten in 
our mothers tonges, that be made but foz idel men and 
women to reade, haue none other matter but of war and 
loue : of the whiche bokes J thinke it chall not nede to 
gene any pꝛeceptes. If I ſpeake vnto Chꝛiſten folkes, 
what nede J to tell what a milchiefe is towarde , whan 
ſtrawe and dꝛy woode is caſte into the fyꝛe⸗ xea but theſe 
be wꝛitten ſaie they, foꝛ idell folke, as thoughe idelnes 
were not a vice great engugh of it ſelfe, without firebzon 
des be put vnto it, wherwith the fyꝛe maie catche a man 


all together, and moꝛe hote. What choulde a maide do 
with armoure : Whiche ones to name were a ſhame foz. 
hir. J haue hearde tell, that in ſome places geutilwo⸗ 
min behold merueilous bulily the plates and abe 
ibi . or. 


2499 
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of armed men, and geue ſentence and iudgement of the: 
and that the men feare and ſet moꝛe by their iudgement 

tes thanthe mens It can not lyghtly ber a chaſte 

made, that is occupied with thinkyng on armoure, and 

turney, and mans valiaunce, What places amonge 
theſe befoze chaſtite vnarmed and weake : A womã that 
bpleth thole feates, dꝛinketh poyſon in hir herte, of whom 
this care and theſe wooꝛdes bee the playne laieynges: 
This is a deadlye ſickenes, noꝛ yet oughte to be thewed 
of me, but to be couered and holden vnder, leaſte it hurt 
other with the mel, and defile theim with the infection. 

Therfoze whan I can not tell, whether it bee mete foꝛ a 
Chꝛiſten man to handle armour, howe chulde it be lea⸗ 
full foz a woman to loke vpon theim, yea thoughe the 
handle them not, yet to bee conuerſante amonge theim 
with herte and mynde, whiche is woꝛſe : Mozeouer, 
wher to readeſt thou other mennes loue and gloſynge 
woꝛdes, and by littell and littell dꝛinkeſt the enticemen 
tes of the poyſon vn knowing. and many times ware and 

= wittynglye: Foz many, in whome ther is no good mynd 

al redy, reden thoſe bokes,to kepe the ſelfe in the thougg 

tes of lolie. It were better foꝛ them not only to haue i 

learning at all, but alſo to lt.e theyz eies, that thei chuld 

not reade, and theyꝛ eares, that they chulde not here. Foꝛ 

as our loꝛde ſaith in the goſpel : It were better foz them agae. xvi 

to go blind and deſte into lite, than with. ii.eies to be caſt 

into hell. This mayde is ſo vyle vnto Chꝛiſten folkes, 
that che is abominable vnto pagans, wherfoze J won⸗ 

der ofkthe holy pꝛeachers, that whan they make great a 

do about many mall matters, many times: they cry not 

out on this in euery ſermone. J meruaile, that wyle 
fathers will ſulire their doughters , oꝛ that huſbandes 
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will ſufkre their wpues , o2 that the maners and cuſto⸗ 
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mes of people wyll diſſemble and ouer loke, that women 
ſhall vle to reade wantonnes. It were ſyttynge, that 
common lawes and officers chulde not onely loke vpon 
the courtes and matters of ſute, but alſo mattiers bothe 
commune and pꝛiuate. Therfoze it were conuenient by 
a commune law to put awate foule rebaudy ſonges, out 


of the peoples mouthes, whiche bee ſo vſed as thoughe 


nothyng ought to bee ſongen in the citee, but foule and 
fylthy longes, that no good manne can heare withoute 
ſhame, noꝛ no wyſe man withoute dyſpleaſure. They 
that made ſuche ſonges, ſeeme to haue none other pur 
poſe, but to coꝛrupte the maners of ponge folkes, and 
they dooe none other wyſe, than they that infecte the 
common welles wyth poyſon. What a cuſtome is thys 
that a ſonge ſhall not be regarded, but it bee full of fyl⸗ 
thyneg : And this the lawes oughte to take hede of, and 
of thoſe vngracious fokes, ſuche as bee in my countrey 
in Spayne: Amadiſe, Floziſande , Tiraute Triſtane, 
and Celeſtina the baude, mother of naughtynes. In 
Fraunce: Lancelote du Lake, Paris and Utenna on 
thus and: Sidonia, and Melucyne. . In Flaunders:. 
Flozy and whyte lowze Leonell and Canomoure Curi 
as and Flozete, 4Pyzamus and Thiſbe In Englande: 
Parthenope , Genarides, Yippomadon , Willyam and 
eliour, Libius, and Arthur Guye Beuis and many 
other. And ſome tranſlated out of latyne into vulgare 
ſpeaches, as the vnſauery conceites of Pogius, and of 
Aneas Siluius, Eurialus and Lucretia. Whiche bo⸗ 
kes but ydle men wzote vnlearned, and ſet al vpon fylth 
and victoulnzs,in whome J wonder what ſhulde delyte 
men, but that vice pleaſeth them ſo muche ; As foz lears 
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nyng, none is to be loked foꝛ in thoſe men, whiche ſawe 
neuer fo muche as a ſhadowe of learnyng them ſelte. 
And whan they tel ought, what delyte can bee in thoſe 
thynges , that be ſo playne and folyche lies : One kyl⸗ 
lleth.xx.hym ſelle alone an other. xxx.an other wounded 
with. C. woundes and lefte deaderyſeth vp agayne, 
and on the nexte daie made hole and ſtrong, ouercometh 
ij. gyauntes, and than goeth awaie loden with golde, 
and ſyluer, and pꝛetious ſtones , mo than a galp wolde 
cary wait. Phat a madnes is it of folkes, to haue plea 
lure in theſe bokes : Alſo there is no witte in them, but 
a a fewe woꝛdes of wanton luſt, which be ſpoaen to moue 
hir mynde, with whome they loue , if it chaunce che bee 
ſtedfaſt. And it they be red but fox this, the beſte were to 
make bokes of baudes craftes ,fo2-in other thynges, 
what crafte can be had of ſuche a maker, that is igno⸗ 
rant of all good crafte+ Aoz I neuer hearde man ſaie, 
that he lyked theſe bokes , but thoſe that neuer touched 
good bokes . And J my lelfe —— haue red in them 
but J neuer founde in them — either of goodnes 
v2 witte. Ind as fo2 thoſe that pꝛaiſe them, as J know 
ſome that doo, J will beleue theim, if they pzaple theim 
after that they haue reade Citero and Sener, oz ſainet 
Dieronyme, oꝛ holy ſcripture, and haue mended they2 
lyuyng better . Foz often tymes the onelye cauſe why 
they pꝛaile theim, is becaule they ſein theim theyꝛ owne 
condicions, as in a glaſſe. Finallye thoughe they were 
neuer lo wyttye and pleaſante,yet wolde J haue no plea 
ſure infected with poyſon, noꝛ haue no woman e⸗ 
ned vnto vyce ,And verily they be but fooliche huſbar:- 
des and madds, that ſuffer their wiues to ware moꝛe vn 
graciouſiy ſubtyle by readynge of luche bokes . But 
7 D. lij. wherto 
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wherto chulde J ſpeake of foolyche and-ignozant wzis 


ters; ſeynge that Ouide wolde not, that he that enten⸗ 
deth to flee vnchaſt maners, chuld ones touche the moſt 
witty and well learned poetes ol the grekes and latins, 
that wꝛite ol loue? What can be tolde moze pleſant,moze 


learning , than thefe poetes, Calimachus, Phileta, Ana 
creon, ho, Tibullus, Pꝛopertius, and Gallus: 
Whiche poete s all Grece , all Jtaly, yea and all the 
wozlde ſetteth great pꝛice by: and pet Ouide byddethe 


chaſte folkes let them alone, ſaiyng in the ſeconde boke 


of the Remedies of loue. | 
Though J belothe , yet wyll J ſaye, 

With wanton poetes thou do not mel. 

Ha myne owne vertues nowe J call awaie. 

Beware Calimachus: foz he teacheth well 

To loue, and Cous alſo wel as he, 

And olde Anacreon vateth full wantonly, 

And Sappho eke often hath cauſed me 

To deate with my lady moze liberally, 
_ -Whocaneſcape free. that readeth Tibullus 
Oz Pꝛopertius, whan he dothe ſynge 
Unto his lady Cynthia? Oz els Gallus: 
And my bokes alſo ſounde ſuche lyke thynge. 
¶ They ſounde ſo in dede, and therfoꝛe was ho banyl⸗ 
ſhed,nothynge without a cauſe ot that good pꝛynte. 
Wherfoꝛe J pꝛayſe greatly the ſayde-maners eyther of 
that tyme oz elles ot that pꝛince. But wee lyue nowe in 
a Chꝛiſten countrey, and who is he that is any thynge 
diſpleaſed with makers of ſuche bokes nowe adaies : 
Plato caſteth out of the common welthe of wyle men, 
whiche he made, Homer and Heſiodus the poetes : 2 

SEEK |; - ye 


[wete , moꝛe quicke , moze pꝛofitable, with all maner of 
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be kept ftom all readyng . And ſo by diſuſe a fozget lear- 
= nyng it it can be done ; Foꝛ it ts better to lacke a good 
thyng, than to vſeityll; — 9 woman will take 
no luche bokes in hande ,noz fyle hir mouthe with chem: 


] theras iphe hir lein ne dhe nis boche by degnge weil 
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4 xcchziſten woſttan;” 
yet haue they none yl thing in comparyſon vnto Onides 
bokes of lone, whiche we reade, and cary theym in dur 
handes, and learne them by herte, yea and ſome ſchoole 
maiſters teach them to their ſcholers ; and ſome make 
expoſieions and expounde the vicex Auguſtus baniſhed 


Oude hym elke, and thynke you than that he woulde 


haue kepte theieerpoſitours in the countrey 4 excepte a 


man would reken it a wozſe dede to weyte vice than to 
expounde it, aud enfourme the tender myndes of yonge 


folkes therewith: . We banyſſhe hym that maketh falle 


weyghtes and meaſures , and that counterfeteth copne, 
Z o2an inſtrumente: And what a woꝛke is made in theſe 
thinges foz ſmalle mattiers. But he is had in honoure, 
and counted a maiſter of wyſedome, that cozruptethe 
the ponge people. Thertoꝛe a moman ſhulde beware ot 
all theſe bokes, tykewyſeas of ſerpentes oꝛ ſnakes... 


And tf there be anye woman; that hath ſuche delyte in 
theſe bokes that che wyll not leaue them dute of hir han⸗ 
des: che chulde not onely be kepte from theim, but alſo 
if che reade good bokes with an yll wyll and lothe ther⸗ 
to, hir father and frendes Hulde pꝛouide that hemaie 


And as muche as the can che wyll go aboute ta made cx 


and teachyng well, and alſo as far as che maie rule by 
Home what boakes 
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tommaundynge and chargynge. 
aol te to bee reade , ſome, euery bo weth.as the 


| bnoweth.as 

goſpelles, the actes, the epiſtoles of the apoſtels.and the 
e Teſtament , ſainct Hieronyme, ſainct Cipztan, - 
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in luche bokes as are woozthye to be read, all thynges 
- mozewitty, and full ofgreatter pleaſure, and m 


guſtyne, Ambꝛole, B. 


ally it᷑ thers be any longe ſpace betwene the holy daies 


Gregoꝛpe, Plato, Cicero, 

Senet, and luche other. But as touchyng ſome » wyle 
and ſad men muſt be aſked counſayle of, in them. Noz 
the woman oughte not to folowe hir owne iudgemente. 


left whanQe hath but a lyght entring'in learning, tho 


ſhoulde take falſe foꝛ true:hurtfull in ſtede of of holſome 
folyſhe and peuyſche foꝛ ſad and wyſe. She hall fynde 


oze ſure 
to truſte vnto: whiche all bothe pzofyfe the lyfe , and 
maruailouſiy delyte the mynde;Therfoze on holy dates 
continnally , and ſometyme on woꝛkynge dapyes. let hir 
reade oz here ſuch as ſhall lifte vp the mynd to god, and 
ſet it in a Chꝛiſten quietnes, and make the lining better 
Allo it ſhonlde be beſte atoʒe chee go to maſſe, to reade at 
home the golpel and the epiſtole of the daye, and wyth it 
ſome expolicion , if ſhe haue any. Howe whan thou cos 
cheas pertoneth vn hp charge, reade with quiet 

eas perteineth vnto ge , reade aquiete 
minde ſome of theſe that 4 —. ſpoken of, if thou canſt 
reade, it not, here, And on fone woꝛkyng daies do like⸗ 
wyſe, if thou be not letted with ſome neceſſary buſpnes 
in thy houſe, and thou haue bokes at hande: and ſpeci⸗ 


Foz thinke not that holy daies be oꝛdeined of the chur⸗ 
che to playe on, and to ſitte ydeil, and talke/with thy 
gollyppes 2 but vnto the entente that than thou maieſt 
moze intentiuely, and with a moze quiete minde,thynke 
Wario tocome, oo . E 
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Owetopl J talke all together wyth the. mayde yis 
N hathe wythin hir a treaſure wythoute 
dn, that is the pureneſſe bothe of bodye and 
— R * ſo-manye thynges tome to my remem⸗ 
bzaunce to ſaye, that I wot not where is beſte to begyn: 
whether it were better to begynne where as ſaincte Au⸗ 
guſtine dothe, whan he wyll intreate of holy virginitee; 
All the holye Churche is a vyꝛgine, matied vnto one 
bulbande Chailte; as ſaincte Paule wyteth vnto the 
Cozynthtes, Than what honoure be they woozthye ts 
haue, that be the members of it, whych kepe the ſame ots 
kpcein ſleche, that the hole Churche keeeth in faythe, 
wohyche foloweth the mother of hir hulbande and loꝛde! : 
fozthe:churche1s allo a mother and a e. 
there is nothyng that dure Loꝛde delyteth moꝛe in 
virgines : noz wherein aungels moze gladlpe abyde, 
and playe wyth, and talke wyth. Foz they bee 


Ne 


8 
alſo then ſelfe and their loꝛde w he wolde haue ã vir⸗ 


ginevutq bis mother and a virgine ko his mofte deere 
Ripe born pom ite S 1 2 
wyth1 virgines . And whyther De | 


vnto 


mariages 
egoeth;;thatlanibewythoute ſpotte, made vs 
ne ch his blolide. an hun ed d of hounds 


virgins folowe hym Ir is wiitten i in the canticles: Our Cant. vilt, 

ſyſter is alytleoneandhathe no bꝛeſtes. ay ng 

bee the the ſaying of Chꝛiſte oz aungelles to the 

— . the verye virginitee pleaſante vnto gr 
erde t ot the kynges daughter is i 

won hs line, Chari ch a ba” 


aa KU(((d 
wy 
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he beſt the 
herde men, whom thow foloweſt, Foz if thou folowedeſh 
1 1 me, 
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a chꝛiſten woman. xiiij. 
me,onely one herdeman chulde be knowen vnto the, and 
not many. Foꝛ he wyll haue all to bee plaine and enen 
Thy wombe ſwelleth not noꝛ there is no cauſe why noꝛ 
lette not thy mynde than ſwell, noꝛ let there bee no cauſe 
why. J pꝛaie the vnderſtande thyne- owne goodneſle 
mayd, thy pꝛyte can not be eſtemed , if thou ioyne a chaſt 
mynde vnto thy chalte body. if thou chutte vppe bothe 
bodye and mynde, and ſeale theim with thoſe ſeales 
that none can open, but he that zath the keye of Da⸗ * 
uid, that is thy ſpouſe whiche reſteth ſo in the, as in a 
temple moſte cleane and goodly. -Thinkeſt thou this 
any ſmal thynge, that thou maiſte receiue onely by pure⸗ 
neſſe that thyng, whiche can not bee compꝛehended in 
this hole woꝛlde +Yow glad is a woman, if che beare in 
hir wombe a childe, whiche ſhalbe a kyuge ? But thou 
beareſt a kyng all redy not onely in thy wombe, but alſo 
in thy A — , yea and that eh. 
a kynge in whoſe garment this tytle of dignite = Jpo.rix; 
ten: Kyngeofall kynges, and loꝛd whe: lun abt Of 

eee 

e: 0 0 e reigne 

chulde haue none ende. Let vs uoboẽ lyfte vp our ſelfe 
aboue the common people, and let vs diſpute this moſt 
goodly mattier with ſaincte Auguſtine: but pet ſo that 
thou maieſt perceiue vs: — * du chalte aj 


cetue vs better than wetſhal zern 2 e 
thy goodnefſe, whiche thou — — 

thewe the that thynge , thatthou hade w 

holy virgyn our lady conceiued fyꝛſte in hir 5 ad 
loꝛde Chꝛiſte, and after in hir body. And it was a 99 9 
„noble, and excellente thynge to conc 
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that thou ſu 


cianteofhis 
tyme euer laſtpi 
huſbande, It 


woldelt- | 


ner of hymn, 
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a chꝛiſten woman. 


th; 
woldeſt haue a good one; thou Galt here ofte⸗ 
n that he is the beaſte, . — 


Faye one of greate poſſeſſions, thou redeſt of hym, that 
thynges bee ſubrecte vnder his fete. And in an o⸗ Val. vill. 
er plalme, that all thynges do homage vnto hym, and 
7 that notonelpe men be ſubiectes vnto hym , but alla an- bee 
2 gels, and the elementes and the heauens whiche thyng 
7 the veriteet ſelfe teſtifieth ol his owne ſelfe ſaiyng.: Al 
power is geuen vnto me in heauen and earthe. It thou . xv 
[ woldec haue a wyſe huſbande, al thynges be naked and 
open vnto the eyes of hym . Hor he is not onelye wyſle, 
but allo the very wyfedome it ſeife,not the typſedome. of 


> Socrates , oꝛ Plato oꝛ Ariſtotie butof god . 
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ſes, whome they talled the rulers of all ſcier 


nitee was euer an 


che merualous honour in it-that 
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that they thought virginitte and wi dome were ioyned 
together. And they dedicated the nor oh of Wan 
both to chaſtiter and wiſedome : Ind ſaide that the Ou 
es, were 
virgins. And in the temple of Apollo Delphicus , the 
wyle woman, whiche in lpired NE ts heauenly ſpirite 
Hewed thynges to rome vntd them, that demaunded to 


knowe, was euer a virgin: whom they called alwaie 


the Si⸗ 
5 were 
, bnto 
ed Ue- 
rence 
tho were 


Pithia. Allo ſaincte Hieronyme ſaieth, that all 
byles, whom Uarro ſaieth were tenne in nou 
. po For 


bzeakersof 1 8, m 
rers, and alſo amongewine enges. Sai Teclã aꝝ 
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att other houlde bee the. cguler of ſo wyckeda dede than 
hym ſelte. O curled —— and not woꝛthy to lyue, the 
whiche willynglye-ſpoyleth hir ſelfe of ſoo pꝛecious a 
thynge , . men of warre, that are accuſtomed to 
ainuſchiete,yet dꝛede to take aware. Allo louers, which 
be blynde in the heate of loue, vet they ſtay and take a⸗ 
uiſement'. Foz there is none ſo outragious a louer, if he 
thinke ſhe bea virgin, but he wyll alwaie open his eies 
and take diſcreaſion to hym and deliueracion, and take 
counſazte to thaunge his mynde ?: Euety man is ſo ſoze 
a dꝛed to take awaie that; which is of ſo great pꝛice, that 
afterwarde neither can they they ſelle kepe noz reſtoꝛe 
4+ thoughe they hall haue no loſſe by themeanes, 
the vngracious mayde doubteth not to loſe that, 
— den ev boar ano fowl meaaes: _ > 
jw greateſt treaſure 
5 er ſhe had. And it morions or the mynd may do ought 
whiche.itthey be reaſonable and honeſte, ought to beare 
great rule. Let hir, that hathe loſte hir virgmutte, turn 
hir whiche waye the wyll che ſhal fynde all thynges ſo⸗ 
rowfull and heauy,valynge, and mourning. and angry 
and diſpleaſerfull What ſozowe will hir kynneſfolkes 
make, vhan euery one ſhall thynke them ſelfe dyſſho- 
neſted by one ſhame or that mayde : What mournynge, 
what teares,, what wepyng ot the father and mother 
and bzt vp : Dobeſt thou quiete theim with this 
pleature 2 ſoo. muche care and laboure : Is this the 
rewarveof thy eingpng vp # What curſyng wyll there 
be of hiraquaintance : What talke of neighboures fren 
des, and companions, courſyng that vngracious ponge 
woman. What mockyng and ba blynge of thoſe mai⸗ 
pt: lothynge and ab- 


hoꝛ⸗ 
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borringeoftholethat loued hir What fyinge ol hir 
ftompañm̃y and deſertnes, whan euery mother wyll keepe 
not onelye their daughters, but allo their ſonnes frome 
the infection of luche an vnthayftte mayde ?: Aud wooars 
alſo , if ſhe had anie, all flee awaye from hir. And thoſe 
that befoze ſembled loue wyth hir, they openlye hate hir. 
yea and nowe and than wyth open woꝛdes, wyll caſte 
the abominable deede in hir teethe, that J wonder how a 
vonge woman, ſeinge thys, can eyther haue ioye of hir 
Ivfe ; oꝛ lyue at all and not pine awaie foꝛ ſoꝛo we. No 
wherto ſchulde J reherce the hate and angre of folkes: 
Foz J knowe that mauy fathers haue cut the thꝛotesſ of 
their daughters, bꝛetherne of their ſiſters; and kynneſs 
— . han he 
| ippomenes, a 1 
knewe his daughter defoyled of one, he ſhutte hir vp in 
a ſtable with a wilde hoꝛſe, kepte nreateles ;{o the hoꝛſe 
whan he had ſuffred greate hunger longe, and becauſe 
he was of nature fierſe, he waxed mad, and ale toze 
the yonge woman to fede him ſelte with, -- 
¶ Pontius Aufidianusa Romaine, whan he eiued 
his daughter to bee betrayed vnto Fannius Saturni⸗ 
nus by hir tutour , he flewe boche hir and the ſeruante. 
Publius Attilius Philiſcus ſlewe his daughter be 
cauſe the defouled hir ſelfe in aduoutry. 
¶ In the ſame citee, Lucius Mirgineus the Centurion 
becauſe he had leauer loſe — and ſe hir dye 
a good mayde, than haue hir dollowꝛed, flewe wyth a 
fwo2de his welbeloued and lonely daughter Urginea, 
whan he coude fynde none other meanes,leaſt thc chuld 
be compelled to be at the luſte ol the indge. 
C In Spayne by our fathers dairsin « Tarraco, too 
e 


dow 28, and finalle all women. 
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bꝛetherne, that thoughe their ſyſter had been a mayde, 
whan they lawe hir great with childe , they diſſembled 
they anger ſo longe as chee was with childe: but as 
ſoone as he was delpuered of hir childe, they thzouſte 
ſwoꝛdes in to hir bealy, and ſlewe hir, the mydde wyfe 
= lokyngon. In the ſame parte of Spaine , whan J 
was a chylde, thꝛe maidens with a longe towell ſtran⸗ 
gled a mayden that was one ot theyze companions, 

whan they toke hir in the abominable dede. Yiſtozies 
be full of examples, and daiely pe ſee, neyther it is mer 
= uaile, that theſe bee done of fathers and frendes , and 
that the affection of loue and charitee is tourned ſo ſo⸗ 
depnelp in to hate: Whan the woman taken withe the 
abompnable and cruell loue, all loue caſte quite oute of 
theyꝛ herte, hate theyz fathers and mothers , bzetherne 
{ andchildzen, not onely their frendes and acquaintance, 
And this J woldenot that onely maydes chulde thinke 
- ſpoken vnto theym, but allo maryed women and wy⸗ 


¶ Nowe let the woman tourne to hir ſelfe, and conſy⸗ 
dꝛe hir owne vngraciouſnes , thee chall feare and ab- - 
| Hhozrehir ſelte , noꝛ takereſte date noꝛ nyghte , but euer 
= veredwythe the ſcourge of hyꝛ owne conſcyence, and 
burned as hote fyꝛe bzondes, ſhall neuer loke ſtedfaſfly 
3 vpponany bodie, but che chal bee in feare, leaſte they 
know? ſome what of hir lewdenes: that than no body 
ſhall ſpeake ſoftely, but ſhe chall thynke they ſpeake of 
hir vnthꝛiftines. She chall neuer heare talkynge of 
naughtie women , but che ſhall thynke it ſpoken by⸗ 
cauſe of hir. Noz che chall neuer heare name of coꝛru⸗ 
pcion ſpoken by an other but ſhe ſhall thynke it mente 
by hir, 02 of hir ſelte. Moꝛ no body ſhall * baute 
85 in the 
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in the houle, but ſhe chall feare leaſt hir vngraciouſnes 
bee opened, and that ſhe ſhall bee puniſhed ſtreyght. 
What realme wouldeſt thou buie wyth ſuche perpetuall 
veracion:? Whyche manye a man ſuppoſeth'to bee none 
other peine in hell. The ſame peyne haue wycked men. 
but women farre ſoꝛer, becaule theyze offences: be reke⸗ 
ned fouler, and they bee moꝛe timoꝛous of nature. And: 
doubties it it be well conſidꝛed, women be wozthytheſe' 
punyſhemeutes , and muche woꝛſe, that kepe not theyz 
honeſtee dilygently. Foꝛ as foz a man nedeth manys 
thynges, as wilſedome, eloquence, Enowlage ot thinges, 
with remembꝛaunce, ſome crafte to lyue by, Juſtice, 
Lyberalytee, luſtie ſtomacke, and other thynges moo, 
that were to longe to reherce, and thoughe ſome of theſe 
do lacke, it is not to be dilliked , ſo that many of theim 
be had: but in a woman, no manne will loke foꝛ elo⸗ 
quence , great wytte ,02 pꝛudence, oꝛ crafte to lpue bp, 
oꝛ oꝛderynge of thecommen weale , oꝛ iuſtice oz lybera⸗ 
litee: Finally no man wyll loke foꝛ any other thynge of 
a woman, but hir honeſtee: the whiche onely , il it bee 
larked, is lyke as in a man, it he lacke all that he chuld 
haue. Foꝛ in a woman the honeſtee is in ſtede of all. 
It is aneuyll keper, that can not kepꝛ one thynge well 
committed to hir kepyng, and put in truſte to hir wyth 
muche commendacion of woꝛdes: and ſpecially whiche 
no manne wyll take frome hir agaynſte hir wyll , noz 
touche it, except ſhe be wyllyng hir ſelfe . The whiche 
thynge onely, ika woman remembꝛe, it ſhall cauſe hir 
to take better heede, and to be a moꝛe ware keeper ol hir 
goodnes: whiche alone, thoughe all other thynges be 
neuer ſo well in laftee, ſo loſte, all other thynges peril⸗ 
che together there with . What tan be late to a woman 


lateth F 
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| ſaieth Lucrecia, whan hir honeſtee is gone: And pet 
had che a chaſte mude in a coꝛrupte body. Therfoze as 
Quintilian ſaieth, the thꝛyſte a lwoꝛde in to hir body, 
and auenged the compulſion, that the pure mynde 
myght be ſeparated from the defyled body, as choꝛtely 
d s coulde be. But J late not this becauſe other chulde 
2 folowe the dedde, but the mynde: Becauſe thee that 
hath ones loſt hir honeſtee, choulde thynke there is no- 
thynge lefte. Take frome a woman hir beauty, take 
from hir kynred, riches tomelynes, eloquence, harpe⸗ 
nes of witte, counnynge in hir crafte: geue hir cha⸗ 
> Nitee,and thou haſte geuen hir all thynges. And on that 
bdther lyde, geue hir all theſe thynges, and calle hir a 
naughtie packe: withe that one woozde thou haſte taken 
all from hir, and haſte lefte hir bare and foule. There be 
allo other thynges , bothe in the bodye and mynde, that 
helpe a woman vnto the kepyng of hir honeſtee, wherof 


- COfthe oꝛdereng ot the body in a virgyn Eap.vite, 


T Youghe it were not foz thys - purpoſe to ſpeake 
5 of the bodye, not wytheſtandynge koꝛ as muche as 
ſome thynges that be in the mynde come of the reaſon 
and complexion of the body. Therfoze muſte we ſpeake 
ſome thynge of the ozdzyng of the body of a virgine. 
Fyꝛſte of all me thinke that it is to be tolde theyze father 
and mother, as Ariſtotle doethe bydde in hys hiſtoꝛye of 
becaſtes, that is, that they kepe theire daughters, ſpecpal⸗ 

lye whan theye begynne to growe frome chyldes ſtate, 
and holde theym frome mens companpe. Foz that time 
they be geuen vnto moſte luſte of the bodye . Allo the 
mapdens ſhulde kepe them ſelfe, bothe YN _ — 
; Thi | ; | aj » 
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at that tyme ſpetially, from either hearynge oz ſeeyng, oꝛ 


yet thynkyng any foule thynge , whiche thyng ſhe ſhall. 
labour to dooe. Neuer the leſſe at other tymes to, and 


vnto the tyme , that they be maryed, muche faſtpnge 


chall bee good, whiche doeth not feble the body, but 


bꝛydell it, and pꝛeſle it dewne, and quenche the heate 
of youth . Foz theſe be onely the verate and holy faſtes. 


Lette theyz meate be meane and ealy to gette, neyther 
hot of it ſelfe , noz ſpiced with ſpices, delycate ; And 


they oughte to remembꝛe, that our fyꝛſte mother foꝛ 
meate was caſt out of paradiſe. And many younge wo⸗ 
men that had ben vſed to delycate meates, whan they 


had not theym at home, haue gone fozthe frome home, | 


and ieoperded theyz honeſtee . Lette their dzinke be the 
d2ynke pꝛepared of nature, that is cleane water. Uale- 


rius Maximus lateth , that wyne was 'bnknowen vnto 
women of Rome in olde tyme, leaſtethey choulde fall 
in any ſhame , Foz by cauſe it was wont to be the nexte 
waie from Bacchus the father of intemperance, vnto 


Venus vnlefull , But ik their ſtomacke will not beare 
water, geue theim ſome ale oz bere, oz ſmall wyne, ag 
ſhall be ſuffictentto digeſt their meate, and not enflame 


their bodies”, Noz that is not onely good foꝛ theyz ma⸗ 
ners and rankenes of the bodye , and wantonnes to 


kepe theim vnder, but alſo ſhall kepe better theyz hel- 


the. J haue red in an epiſtole of ſaincte Hieronime vn-- 


to Furia in this maner. 


¶ Phiſicians, and ſuche as wꝛite the natures ol men⸗ 
nes bodies, and ſpecially Galen in the boke of Helthe 
ſaithe, that the bodyes of childꝛene and younge menne, . 
and thole that be in luſtie age, bothe men and women, 
cates 
that 


be verate hotte ot naturall heate: and that all m 


ld | 
| 
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that encreaſe heate, be veraie noylome foꝛ them : and 

that it is good foꝛ theym to vle all colde thynges in 

= meates and dꝛinkes: As in contrary wyle vnto olde 
men, and luche as be full of lleme and cold, hote meates 
and olde wyne be beſte, Wherfoze our ſautour ſaythe: 
Take vou heede to your ſelfe, that pour hertes bee not Lux. 
ouer commen with lurfet and dꝛunkennes, and the ca⸗ 
res ol this lyfe. And the apoſtle ſaieth : wyne, in whom ehen 
is lechery. Neyther it is wonder that he that made the 
veſſell dyd perceiue this by the vellell, that he made. 

= Where Terence, whoſe entente was to dyſcribe and 

2 Chewe the condicions of the woꝛlde, ſaide thus: without 
meate and dꝛinke courage wareth colde , Therfoze firſt 

il theyꝛ ſtomacke be ſtronge enoughe , take water in thy 
wyne oꝛ dunke , vntill thy maydes yeres be paſte: and 

2 ſuche water as is moſte colde. And if thou maieſt not 

= fozfeblenes, myngle it as Timotheus dyd, with a ly⸗ 

tell wyne foꝛ thy ſtomacke and weakenes , Than in 
meate eſchewe all hotte thynges . J ſpeake not onely of 
lech, wherof the veſſel of election ſainct Paule ſpeaketh zm. ric 
this ſentence, ſaipnge: It is good to eate no fleſche, noꝛ 
dxinke no wyne: but alſo ot pulſe, all thoſe that be full 

= ofvwynde and heauie choulde be eſheweds, And a littell 
befoze: what nedeth it vs foꝛ to boſte our chaſtitee, 
whiche without it haue all beſyde that apperteyneth, 

as abſtinence and ſmalle fare, it can not bꝛyng pꝛofle of 

i ſelfe : The apoſtle werieth his bodye, and ſubduethe 
i vnto the commandement of the mynde, leaſt he chulde 
not kepe that hym ſelte, whiche he byddeth other to doo. 
Than howz can a yonge woman, that hath a body hot 
with m eate, be ſure of hir ſelfe 2 Noꝛ J condempne not 
with thele woozdes meates that god hath 70 ?pned - 
20 4, vie- 
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he weried his body with faſtyng, ſaiyng: J chall tame 


The Inſtruetion of 
ble with rendꝛing or thankes, but J take from yonge 
men and maydens, the kendlyng of tuſte , Foꝛ neyther 
the bournyng Etna, noꝛ the countrey of Uulcane , noz 
Ueſenus , noꝛ yet Olimpug boyleth with ſuche heate, as 
the bodies of younge folkes enflamed with wyne and 
delicate meates, done. : | 
C All this haue J bzoughte in of ſaincte Hieronyme, 
that you myghte knowe what thynges that mayſter of 
chaſtitee dydde teache , whiche waityng vnto Saluina, 
hadde leauer ieoperde the healthe of the bodye than the 
ſoule , ſaiyng: It is better that the ſtomacke ake, than 
the mynde, and to rule the body, than to doo it ſeruice, 
and ſtagger in goyng, than in chaſtite. 
¶ The moſte holy man Gregoꝛius Naztanzenus, that 
was laincte Hieronimis maiſter, wolde that his maide 
Houldealay hir hunger with bzeade , and quenche hir 
thyꝛſte with water. F 
C Hilarius the heremite, lyued in wyldernes with 
[mall foode, ſcantly pzeſeruinge the lyfe, and pet felte 
hym ſelfe dyuers tymes pꝛicked with the bodilye lufte, 


the concupilcence , to make the thinke vpon thy meate, 
and not vpon thy pleaſure. Ind this late the diſciples 
of Chꝛiſte, the felawes of ſaincte Paule, beynge geuen 
bnto ſobze and chaſte religion: who knewe , that 
the nouryſhementes of holy men lente by the grace of 
god, were but ſymple and ſmall to contente nature, 
without any pleaſure, | 
Delile nouriſſhed hym ſelfe and the childzene of the 
pꝛophetes with wylde herbes, and he byddeth. , make 
ſwete the bytter meate with flower, and not with ſuger, 
And he commaunded the ſouldiours in * , of. 
2 ome- 
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whome he had put out the cies , to be fedde with bzeade 
and water. 4 


CJohfi the Baptiſte, that was choſen the chewer of . 


Chꝛiſte, and the lyght to come was fed in deſerte wyth Dan. cu, 


* cgraGopes and wylde hony. Habacuch caryed the meat 
2 ofthereapers vnto Daniell in Babylon, whiche was 
bꝛeade baken vnder the aſhes, And a cuppe of water 
was ſente vnto Yely from heauen to refreche hym with, 
and vet myghte god haue ſente from heauen partriges 
and phelauntes, and capons, and marche paines , as 
well as bꝛeade, but holy folkes nede noꝛichemente to 
holde the ſoule in the bodye, and not to dꝛowne it wyth. 
( what ſaie philoſophers, and the mayſter of woꝛldly 
wiledome, all ſpeake of meate that is eaſy to gette, to 
= Kkep? the mynde lobꝛe and the body? chaſte Socrates 
the father of Philoſophi dyd get by ſobze diet, that he 


3 was neuer infected with any loze oz ieoperdous ſicknes 


C Alſo Coꝛnelius Tacitus, wꝛiteth, that Seneca the 
philoſopher, in all his riches fed hym ſelfe with fruite 
and water: and therefoze his bodye was bꝛoughte ſo 
lowe; that whan his veines were opened, there woulde 
almoſte no bloude renne oute. 

L Bowe trow you that Tenocreates lined which whan 
his ſcholers haddelayde hym a goodlye queane in his 
bedde, and was muche pꝛouoked of hir vnto luſte, yet 
he was not moued : . 1 | 
C Plato in his lawes foꝛbyddeth younge menne wyne. 
Cicero in his offyces woulde haue all the lyuyng and 
artaie of the bodye, to be taken to the helth and ſtrength 
and not foz pleaſure . And he ſaithe alſo if we woulde 
conſyder, what excellence and dignitee is in the nature 
oi man, we chulde vnderſtande, howe great ſhame it is 
„ 1 


tut. Ne. xix 


in ſplkes and coſtely clothes: and what ſo; euer is not 


dure ſauyoure Chꝛiſte, Ecce qui mollibus veſtiuntur , in do⸗ 
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to waſte it awate riottouſly ,andto leade the lyfe dely 
cately and deliciouſly : and howe honeſt it is to lyue cha⸗ 
ſtely, ſobꝛely, ſadly, and meaſurably, This ſaieth Cicero 


C Alſo Ouidius, geuynge remedye ofloue „ byddetg 


theim that Gall lyue chaſtely alſo to lyue temperately, 
and eſchewe ſuche meate as moueth the bodye to luſte. 


and wynes ſpecially, and to bꝛynge ſuche to the table 
as retreigne the luſte of the body. 3 
ſpeake ofhotte meates, I wolde be vnder- 2 
ſtande in ſuche exerciſes alſo, that heate the body, and 
of oyntmentes , ſpices, talkyng , and alſo 157 of men. 
Foꝛ all theſe be hurtfull vnto the chaſtitee: toz they fire 
the mynde with kylthy and ieoperdous heate . Noz let 
not your bed be veraie ſoft , but cleane: the whiche thing 
alſo is to bee regarded in clothes, that they be not ouer 
delicate , but without fylthe and without ſpotte , and 
lyghtly the mynde reioileth in the clenlines ofthe body, 
And againe , a deyntee and a delycate mynde delyteth 


ſuche, it counteth harde and greuous Gregoꝛius 
Naztanzenus fozbyddeth maides to weare golde and 
peerle. What a foly is it, to wene that theſe woozdes of 


mubus regum ſunt, that is to ſaie, Lo, they that be clothed 
in delycate clothes, bee in kynges houſes: choulde be 
vnderſtanden on this wyſe, that thole , whiche bee in 
the companye of Chꝛiſten kynges, choulde be clothed 
with fyne and coſtely clothyng . Chꝛiſtes faithe is holy 
and ſadde, and as the yocke ot it is eaſy, pleaſant, and 
ſwete vnto the ſoule, and wherein the ſoule fyndeth reſt 
ſo is it heuy and peinful vnto the pleaſures of the body, 
C Not let not a mayde ſlepe ouer longe, and pet 1 
ien 
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cient koꝛ hir helthe the whiche we pzouydefoz on this 
wife, that they (Hall kate bettet that folowe thts ſobze 
diette of outs, than they that folowe pleaſures and de⸗ 
lycates : vnto whiche pleaſures who ſo is geuen, we ſee 
be pale and conſumed. Ind beſide all this, is lome la⸗ 


bour to be geuen, andſomeoccupacion metefoz a vir⸗ 
gin, as J haue reherſed. Foz the diuelles ſubtiltee ne⸗ 

uer cometh moze ſooner than in idelneſſe: Hoꝛ Uenus 
neuer bleth hir craftes moꝛe tedily in any other cafes, 


and that not onely in women, but alſo in men, whiche - 


q a ceptes, that the darte of Cupide take vs not idell. 03 


| = bemoze ſtedekaſt and conſtant. Ouide the craftes man 
ok handlyng loue, detetmineth, that Egiſthus lette his 
mynde to dekoule Cſytemneſtra, the wyke of kynge Js 
gamemnon, and to kyll Agamemnon him ſeife, foz 


none other cauſe, but becauſe he was ſlouthfull. Ther 
foꝛe inthe remedies of loue, that is one of the chiele pe 


he ſateth. | 

It᷑ thou wilte banyſhe idelnes. 3 
Cupides bowes on the ſhall haue no myght: 

Ind alſo his hotte ye bzondes 

Shall lie quenchee deuoyde of lights 

C Dainct Dieronime counſaileth the holy virgin De⸗ 
metrias to efchewe ydelnes . And therefoze whan ſhe 
hath done hir praters, to go in haude with wolle and 
weauynge that by ſuch chaunge of woozkes the dates 
ſeme not longe. Noz he bad not, that ſhe ſhulde wozke, 
becauſe that (he was in any pouertee, whiche was one 
of the moſte noble women of Rome, and rychelte, but 
that by the occafton of wozkyng, ſhe ſhulde thynke on. 
nothynge, but ſuche as petteineth unto theſeryyce of 


our lozbe: whicheplace he endeth in this wyle. J wyll 


G ſpeaks 


in a man in a woman it is to be abhoꝛred : What tan a 
woman learne, oꝛ thyuke, plaipng at the dyce ⸗ The 


clewe 02 pzaier bobe, to toutue the catdes : There 
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kes. And verely ſo it is, fo: ſhe that will be idel, 02 alſo 
geueu to play, and paſſong of hir lyfe in pleaſurcs, is 
not wooꝛthy ta haue hir meate in the church of Chzute, 


2.The.3 in the whiche ſaincte paule the greatteſt pꝛeachout of 
a.» Chziſte crieth, and pꝛonounceth as a lawe: who that 
laboureth not, let theim not eate. This is the kommen 


pepne of mankynde, geuen vnto theim fox the fitſte of- 
fence of our aunciente father Idam: thou ſhalte cate 
thy bꝛead in the ſwette of thy face , Jud doubtles thoſe 
that be ſubiecte vnto this generall peyne, whan they 
offende and ſinne no leſle than other, they ſhall haue an 
other peyne, eyther loꝛer, oz els no leſſe. 

¶ Nowe ſeiug that J haue byd, that womens mindes 
Huld be occupied, eycher with woꝛke oz els holy ſtudie 
and coininuntcacton, leaſt they fall in to vyce by vdel⸗ 
neſſ:: what ſhould we thinke by them that play at cars 
des 02 dyce, whiche maner of paſtyine, whan it is foule 


mynde multe nedes be altered and tourned all to coue⸗ 


touſenes, that is of1t ſelfe enclined there vnto,and alter 
fall to pariury, fo: gredineſſe ot the money. Alſo on the 


other ſyde,if men be there, ſhe ſhal here many thynges 
vncomlp foz a woman to here, vohata foule thynge is 


lit, to ſe a woman in ſtede ol hir wolbaſkette, to handle 


the table bourde, fozhir ſpendell, the dyte, and koz hit 


— LE 


ſpeake generally, nothynge (hall be ſpeciall precious | 
inchaſtes lyght, but in that thou makeſt thy lelfe, ey 7 
ther koꝛ thyne owne vſe, ozenſampie of other virgins, 2 
oꝛ to geue vuto thy graunde mother, oꝛ thy mother, no 
not though thou deale all thy goodes vnto pooze fol⸗ 


E 
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wyfe man, but he had leauer ſee hit pdell, than ſo occt 
pyed. Mo there is no wyſe man, but he will curſe both 
hir that learneth ſuche thinges, and him that taught it 
hir, and them that ſuffred them. 3 


Cot the rarmentes. Capi. 


T teemeth to apperteyne vnto the ſame place, to ens 
treate of the other oꝛnamentes of the bodte : Fyꝛſt of 
peyntinge. Uerelp J would kayne knowe, what the 


7 mapden meaneth, that peyncteth hit felfe: ifitbe to 


pleaſe hir ſelfe, it is a vayne thynge: tf it be to pleaſe 


Chziſte, it is a foly:it᷑ it be to delice men, it ts an vngra⸗ 
tious deede. Thou haſte but one ſpouſe, and to pleaſe 
him with, make thy ſoule gate with vertue, and he ſhal 
= kyflethefo: thy beautie. But parauenture thou ſekeſt 


ſome ma to be thy ſpouſe, and woldeſt pleaſe him with 


pevntynge: Fyzlte J tall ſhewe thee, how foolpſhe a 
thynge it is, and than howe vngracious, Me thynke 
tt muche lpke, ik thou wilt go about to win theim wyth 


peyncting, as thoughe thou wouldeſt entiſe 02 atempt 
him with a viſer ; whome whan thy viler is ones of, 
thou ſhalt make as muche toſothe the. as thou madeſt 
to like the, whan it was on. Thou arte but in pll caſe, 


4 ik thou haue nothing els to pleaſe him with, that (hall 


be thyne hulbande, but onely peyntynge ; howe ſhalte 
thou pleaſe him, whan thou lackeſt thy peyntynge? .* 
Eccept thou wilt neuer waſhe out that cruſt, but goe 
ſo with a cruſte of peyncting to bedde, and ſo riſe, and 
bee ſo with in and abꝛode amonge folkes. And moze 
ouet, what a peyne is it to be entende that peintyng foz 
any bodie. and not onely foz the to kepe it hole ſtylle. 

What a ſhame is * by chaunce ab en 
«AF, 03 
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(t,o; the peynting foztune to melte by the occaſton ol 
ſwette oz heate, and ſhewe the verateſkynne there can 
nothing be moze fylthy to ſe to. Ind who J pꝛay you, 
wyll count theim to be feyze;that he knoweth to beflub 
bered with peynting,and not rather thefouler, They 
loſe all the honour of beautie, whanthey be peynted, 
Fo all the beautie, that there is, is conteyned to be in 
the pepnting. And allo the tender ſkinne will teuyll 
the moze ſoone, and all the fauour of the face wareth 
olde, and the bzeath ſtinketh, and the tethe tuſten, and 
an euyll àyze all the bodie ouer, bothe by the reaſon of 
the cetuſe, and quick e ſilue r. tlpectally by the reaſon 
of the ſoopes-, wherwith they pꝛepate the bodie' as it 
were a table, againſte the peynting on the next date, 
Wherkoze Duyde called theſe doinges venomes, and 
not without a cauſe. Alſo Juuenall aſketh a queſtion 
pꝛopꝛely: She that is with ſo manie oyntementes 
[lubbered and ſtarched, is it to be called a kate 02 a ſoʒe 
The which thinges Twold moze largelp intreate, but 
that J am boꝛne in that Citie, where as the women 
haue a vyle name foꝛthis thing: and in my mynde not 
without a cauſe. will rebuke mine owne toũtrey, wht 
che is to me the moſt dere, that fo: ſhame it maie leaue. 
¶ Nowe it thou canſte not eis be maried, it is bettet 
neuer to marie, than to offende Chztfte fo it, and be ma 
ried to ſome fooliſhe man, that hal haue moꝛe delite in 
thy pepnting,than in thy ſelfe. Foz what hope canſt 
thou haue in that man, that hath moꝛe delite in a cruſt 
of white Ceruſe, than in an honeſt woman, God hath 
geuen the a face after the image of his ſon: noꝛ he hath 
not geuen it naked: Fozhe hath inſpired the ſpitite of 
lyfe, that the image ol his lyfe, and al chynge mate aps 
—_ - — 4 hae pete 
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in it. why than doeſt thou ouer couer it with dirte 
and myze, The apoſtle Raule biddeth a man not to 
couer his hea de, becauſe it is the pmage ot god: what cor 
will he ſate of the image of god in a womans face, fo fi⸗ 
led with that myze. And becauſe no man ſhall reken it 
as a bourde Sapnte Hietronime agaynſte Heluidius 
wziteth in this wiſe. 


* 


¶ She that is peynted by a glaſſe, and in diſpyte ot 
hym that made hit. che gothe aboute to bee layer than 
ſhe is boꝛne. And vnto Furia: what doeth purpurice 
oz Cerule in a chꝛiſten bodies face, of whome the one 
counterfayteth the rudde of pzecious ſtones in the lyp⸗ 
pts, the other whytnes of face and necke, whych is a 
fpze vnto ponge men, and a fonent of lecherp , and in⸗ 
ſamples of vncleane myndes, Powe can ſhe weepe foz 
hit ſynne, that muſte bare hir ſkinne therewith, and 
fozow her face, This apparell is not the couerynge 
of our loꝛde, it is the couer of Intichziſte. Howe dare 
ſe lifte vp to warde heauen that face, that hir maker p. cr. 
will not knowe. This ſaycth laynct Hieronime. Now 13253; 
here the holy mattyz ſayntt Cipzian, Ercecdynge gay virgis 
rayment,and tinmoderate trimminge and peyntynge 
is mete koꝛ them that haue ſet out chaſtitie to ſale, and 
lightlie they that ſet litle pʒice by their honeſtie a good 
gelle, are moſte deſirous of coſtly appatell. And in the 
ſcripture, that god wolde haue vs inſtruct with al and 
taught, the citie is diſcribed an harlot, piked and appa 
teled goodly. that Chal periſhe together with hir appa⸗ 
rell: and fpectally betauſe ofhir apparekl. 
¶ Nowe what a madnes is to delite in that, whyche 
tuer hath done hutte, and hurteth ſtylle: and to wene 
that thou halte not /peryſhe becauſe of that, whereby 
3 G lit thou 


8dulterer towarde men, yet whan thou cozrupteſte and 
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thou knoweite that other haue perilſhed. Foz god 
made neyther purple. noꝛ ctimſin thepe, noꝛ taught to 
die with the iuice of herbes: neyther tine ſpikes enbzo⸗ 
dzed with golde, perles, oꝛ pzectous ſtones, to hyde the 
necke in whiche he made: and to hide that whyche god 
made in man: and ſhew that, whiche the deupll hath 


kounde out and his damned aungelles . whan they fell 


from the heauenli vertue vnto the earthly contagioul⸗ 
nes, than they taught to peynte the blacke of eyes, and 


ruddines okchekes, and alter the naturail coloure of 


the heates and vilage. Ind verelie me thynke, that foz 
the dꝛede that out faith teachech vs, and foz the loue 
that bzothcrhod tequiteth, uot onely mapdes, but alſo 
wydowes and wiues, ſhoulde be warned, ye and all wo 
men in generall, that the wozke of god ought not to be 
defyled with pelo w, oz blacke, oz tedde colours, lapde 
on it. Foꝛ god ſaide: Let vs inake man after our owne 
y mage aud iykenes, 
¶ Now than, how dare any be ſo bolde to change that 
which god hath made. Foz they late violent hande on 
god him ſelfe. whan they goe aboute to refoutme and 
chauge that whiche he hath made, not knowynge, that 
all thinge naturall is the wozke of god: and al that is 
by alteracion.is the woꝛke ofthe diuyll: Is if a coun⸗ 
nynge peyiter had peynted any bodies picture coun⸗ 
nynglie.expꝛeſling bothe the fourme and qualities of 
the bodie, than if any othet come and laide to his hand 
as thoughe he wolde amende it, ſhould not he greatlie 
dilmate and offcride the fyzſte woozke man. Than wee 
velte thou to eſcape vnpuniſhed. that offendeſt god the 
woozke man of thy body. Foz thoughe thou be not an 


marrel 
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marreſt —— ts goddes doyng, thou art a wo? 
adulterar: And where thou thynkelt thy ſelle gay aud 
well picked, that is a ſtrife agaynſt goddes woꝛke and 
bꝛeakynge of trouthe. Thy lozde ſaleth, Thou canſte 
not inake one whyte heare o2 blacke, and thinteſt thou 
thy ſelke able to ouercome the woꝛde of thy loꝛd ?: Thou N. 5. 
dieſt thy heate by a bold pꝛeſumpcion and vngractous 
contempte, and afo:ehande thou ſignifieſt thy heare 
to be flamed, and vigoodhe ſinneſte with thy better 


parte of the, that is the head. Thele be,apncte Cypzts 


ans wooꝛdes. I 
¶ Alſo aftet theſe pꝛeceptes of Chꝛiſten men, I am a⸗ 
thamed to reher ſe oughte out of Hagans. J wyll lay 
to, only one ofthe moſte wyſe men Lycurgus, the ma 
ket of the lawes of the Lacedemons: whiche whan hee 
wolde haue women ok his countrey to be regarded by 
their vettue, and not theit oꝛnamentes, he baniſhed 
out ot the countrey by the la we, al peynting, and com⸗ 
manded out ofthe towne all crafty menne of pikynge 


and appareliypnge. 375421 4 

C Oyxloꝛd etheweth by Oſee the pꝛophette, thatthe 
wo which tel vnto aduoutrie, apparelled hir ſelfe 
with duches and bꝛouches, that ſhe mighte go waite 
byon men, and not hir kozde, Ind ikthou appatell thy 
felce foꝛ gov and good kolkes thon arte fayzt enough. 
whan thou arte good: but thou canfte not pleaſe the 
diuell, and yll people; ercepte thou miuiſhe muthe ok 
thy natur all fayzenes. what ſhuld al that got de dode 
to bee wome, as thoughethou wouldeſte ſhherwe howe 
ſtronge thou arte, that canſte beate ſo muche weight: 
-weneſt thou to ſeme fapzer, nobler, 02 WIe, it thou 
Fuefemarde me if rag iber erg 
el f | What 
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what than, chou wilte late 
the rycher. O vapneſſe of 
a (aiyng of a chʒiſten my 
golde about thynecke, 
denteſt a hallpeny vnt 
an hungetd: and rob 
uenture thy houltholi 
that the beines ol g 


at pompe of Sa- 
e ſupetfluouſlie, 


out capons, petttyges, 
potages, (aules, and foppes, and all coſtip, amonge 
{o many ofthy pooze neyghbouts, that die korhunger: 
thou that liueſt in pleaſures,amonhe ſo many laboutg 


and paines of thy neighbours: thou that g in ſpl⸗ 
kes and fine garmentes, amonge lo many nas, thou 
chat arte ſo goodly to fee to, amonge ſo mau ggers, 
Arte thou the diciple ofpooze Chziſte. ofthat faction * 
Nay nay, thou arte ratherthe diciple of ryche Pluto, 
A woldnotthouſhuldeſtgobarenecked: noz JF wolde 

ugly couered, to makea ſhewe 
y whom thou haſte pleaſure to 
named: folo! his fabzeandmeaſurable mother, 
whom men nowe honour as their ladte, and gyueiles 
dieade and ſaluctes wonſhip: whole outward dar: 
was courſe c{otheandeaſueo 


e 


p gette: and the inner clo= 
thing, 


Fs 
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thyng, that is to ſate: hit herte and mynde gylted vip 
golde, and fet with pzectous tones, Thou cantie not 
be gold of bothe parties:choſe which thou wylte haue 
thy body oꝛ thy ſoule golden. Þ can not reherfe al that 
longeth to this matter: vet wyll J ſpeakeof ſmeiles 
ſome thinges. | 
CF Chuiten mind dothe not pꝛeyſe vnclenlynciſe and 
ſiynke, loꝛ Mary Magdalene poured vpon the head 
of out loꝛde oyntment of pꝛecious ſpike, wherot᷑ all the 
houſe ſmelled : noꝛ that was not vnpleaſant vato our 
loꝛde: But thefe fuperfiuous lauouts, and fomentes' 
of the body, whiche the moze it is chenthed.the moe it 
tiſeth and rebelleth againſt the ſoule, and lyke a tyʒan 
ruleth alt the man, dzaweth all vnto vile antaſp.whete 
the ſeate is of his delicatenes. Dainct Picronume wꝛi⸗ 
teth thus vnto Demetreas the virgin: Let a mapde 
auoyde, as a miſchtete oz a poyſon of chaſtitee, yonge* 
menne with heades bufſched and trimmed, and kweete 
ſmellyng ſkynnes of outlandiſſhe mile. whertore thus 
ſaiyng of the poet arbitet was ſpoken: 
De is not like to ſauer well 8 


That euer hath a good ſmell. 
Alpke faiyng hath Warctall, 

J had leauer baue n melt, 
Than to lauer euer woll. 

Ind Plautus fateth, A woman euer tmellech teſt, 
= fſhefmeiteth ofnothyng. 
C But here peradnenture ſome dangerous dame wold 
anf wer, that with hit quicke aunk wers hath gotten a 
name of wiſedome: we muſt dooe —— our 
bj yꝛth aud geutit bloud;and us. But what att 


hen * deen oꝛ a pagane ? It thou 
9 197 
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be a pagane, J will not argue with the: ik thou bee a 
chziſten womau, wite thou will thou pꝛoude woman, 
that Chꝛiſte knoweth no ſuche difference: that is 
point ot a diuiiyſhe pꝛyde, and not ot᷑ a chꝛiſten myud 
Seeſt thou not, how that is none apparell, but feding 
of thy pꝛyde: It is an old ſaiyng and a trew: No bealt 
is pꝛouder than a woman wel aparelled . Than wilte 
thou ſaie we muſt needes do ſome thynge foz the vle ot 
the wozld and cuſtomes Nowe wolde know, whole 
cutome mult be folowed : If thou name me wiſe men, 
J graunt: if thou ſate oł fooles, why ſhould they be fo⸗ 
towed but of fooles Ind Quintiltan ſateth, thaggre⸗ 
ment and conſent of good tolkes ought to be called an 
vle . Pataduenture there is an euyl cuſtome bzoughte 
vp: be thou the firſte to late it downe, and thou ſhalte 
haue they pꝛeiſe of it, and other ſhall folowe thyn: en- 
fample. And as the yl enſaumple is bzought in of ylt 
folkes and ſtabliſſhed, ſo of good folkes it Hall be put 
awaie. and good brought vp. Than if we muſte euer 
folow the cuſtomes of the world, we ſhal neuer amend, 
but euer ware wozle, foꝛ than ſhall one finde an yl vſe, 
and none map put it away. 7: 


¶ Now whole is chat cuſtome, that thou talkeſt of: 
and of whom was it takens Ol pagane women. why 
dooenot we than kepe ſtyll ourpaganes lawe ? Foz if 
thou lyſte bee calted Chuiſten, vſe maners accoꝛdynge 
therunto. She is a pagane. and knoweth not god, 
no: the teinperaunce ot lyuing: and thou that knoweſt 
god, and arte chꝛiſtened, what doeſt thou moꝛe then 
ſhe? what menteſt thou by that that thou tenuncedſt 
Satanas with al his pomp, whan thou doeſt not only 
matche the pagan in Satanas poinpe, bur alſo pa ſſeſt 
3 : 1x 
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hir, Noꝛ pet thou foloweſt not thoſe ſad and holy pa⸗ 
gans, but the moſt lewde, and lyght, and full ot riotte, 
vite, and miſchieffe.No2 thou foloweſt not the woman 
of Lacedemon, that were ſo honeſte, whoſequene, the 
wyfe of Lyſaudze, and hir daughters, whan Diony⸗ 
ſtus the kynge of Syꝛacuſe ſent them riche robes, thei 
anſwered and laide: They ſhal do vs moe ſhame than 
honout. Noz thou foloweſt not the women of Rome, 
chat were in olde tyme, vnto whome whan kynge Pyꝛ⸗ 
thus ſent his ambaſſadour with ſiluer, and golde, and 
kercheffes offylke,there was none ſo deſirous oz gre⸗ 
die ok appatell, oꝛ ſo vuthziftille niynded, to take any. 
Quinta Claudia, a religious virgin, was reputed foz 
a ms woman, bycauſe the vſed to were gay taymente. 
There was in Rome, after the ſecond warte agapnſte 
the Cartaginenſes, a law called Opius lawe, that no 
woman (ould weare ouer halte a nounce ot gold:noꝛ 
weare no dyuers col oed clothing. whiche lawe indu⸗ 
red vntill the great outragious ſupertluitie came into 
the citie, uhau women tame rennyng foꝛth, as though 
they had be mad, aſkyngalycence to weare what they 
lyſte. But Marcus Cato, the greate wyſe man, gaue 
counſaple contrarie, with an ozacton ful of wyſedeme: 
and. ii. Tribunes ſpake koꝛ theym:whoſe kolyſhe and 
keble oꝛacions be rehearſed in Liuie the hiſtozvagra⸗ 
pher. But the woman ouercame with their impoztuniti 
and buſines, that the bꝛydell of their pude, myght bee 
lette ſlippe, that they myght doo what they luſt: wherol 
what hurt ſhould come, Cato tolde befoze: and as in 
many dt his other ſayinges, lyke wyſe in that he was 

à true pꝛophet. Foꝛ what man can tell, ho we greate a 
olle is of chaititee ,cauſ{ed by this ſtryuinge koz ap⸗ 
88. Hit parel 


| CHE INSTRYCTION , --. 
parelle,whan euery one is aſhamed to he ouercome of 
hit felow in rayment. And whan they be trymmed and 
decked, than deſyze they to goe foozth amonge men to 
ſhewe theym ſelle. And thete in is the ſyyppe wacke 
ok chaſtitie. | 


¶ Plutarchus ſaieth, that it is a cuſtome in Egipte, 


that women ſhould weare no ſhowes,.becauſe they 
ſhoulde abyde at home. Lykewiſe it thou take from wo 
men lilke,and cloth of gold, and ſiluer, pꝛecious ſtones 
and gemies, thou ſhalte the moze eaſily kepe them at 
home. Alſo he tehetſeth.ii.ſentences, the one of Sopho 
cles the poete, and the other of Crates the philofopher, 
Sophocles ſpeaketh ofriche oznamentes thus: That 
is none oꝛnamente thou wzetche , but a ſhame and a 
manpfeſte ſhewe of thy kolie . Crates ſayeth, that ts 
an oꝛnament, which exalteth: and a woman is exalted 
with that, whiche maketh hit moze honeſte: But that 
doeth neyther golde, noz petle, noꝛ purple, but ſuche 
thynges,as be ſignes ot grauitie, ſobꝛenes, chaſtitie. 
¶ Democrates ſayeth, that the adoznamente of a wo⸗ 
man ſtandeth in ſcarſitie of ſpeche and appatell. In 
whiche opinion Sophocles is. And amonge the Gre- 
kes this was a common ſayinge, and in a maner ot a 
p2ouerbe: The oꝛnament ot a woman is not gold, but 
condicions. Allo Ariſtotle, the moſt wile philoſopher, 
biddeth women ple leſſe apparell than the lawe luk⸗ 
freth : and he byddeth theim conſpdze,that neyther the 
goodlines of apparel.,noz the excellence of beautie, noꝛ 
the abundaunce of golde is ofſo great eſtimacionin a 
woman, as is meaſtirablenes and diligence to lyue 
wel and honeſtly in all thynges. And of theſame opt= 
nion be the other wiſe men ofthe pagans:that — 
| | 0 
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woman maie be a ſhamed to folow pagans, not thoſe 
ſage and wyſemen, noꝛ thoſe vertuous and honeſt wo⸗ 
men, but the ertour of fooles, and enſample ok madde 
women. And J conkeſſe, that J cannot tell, what honeſt 
colour women maie late foz their apparell, but onelte 
that they mate ſeme fayzer,and entiſe men, which were 
a ſhame, ve fo: Gentils, 'Therfoze thou bothe ſerueſte 
thy pꝛyde, and ſetteſt the deuilles nettes in thy bodye, 
to catche with all the ſoules of them, that beholde thee. © 
Thou woman,not a Chꝛiſtiane, but the miniſter of the 
diuell, the kelle thzetuing of our loꝛde diſpleaſed wyth 
the, ſhall be pꝛonounſed d pon the ſaping by Elate the _ 
pꝛophet: Our loꝛd ſhall make balde the heades ol the 
daughters of Sion, and in ſtede of oꝛnamẽt they ſhall _ 
haue ſhame, and fo their ſhowes, and flippers, and 
cheynes, pꝛecious ſtoneg pommanders, and glaſſes, 
and ſwete ſauours, they ſhal haue ſtynke:and foz theit 
© gy2delles, they ſhall haue ropes: and fo2 their criſpe 
- heare.they ſhall haue balde pates. Theſe woꝛdes our 

loꝛde ſayde ot women. 9 5 i 
¶ And the holy martyꝛ ſaynct Cypꝛian ſayth: There 
be ſome riche women and abundant in goodes, which 
beare their treaſure on theim, and late they muſte vſe 
theyꝛ goodes.Fy2lt let them knowe, that the is rpche; 
that is riche in god: and ſhe is abundant of poſſions, 
that is abundant in Chriſt: and thoſe be good; that be 
ſpiritual,diuine, and hea uenlie, which hal abide with 
vs in perpetuall poſſeſſion. But and thou t rraie thy 
bodie ſumptuouſlie, and go gayly foozthe abꝛode, and 
entyſe the eies ol them that beholde thee, and dꝛaw the 
light of yonge menafter the, and nonſhe the luſt ofron 
cupiſcence,and tyze and keydle YO + 
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wa that thoughe thou perilhe not thy ſelle yet thou 
ſhalt cauſe other to petyſhe, and make thy ſelf as a poy 
ſoner and a ( woꝛde vnto them that le thee: thou canſte 
not be excuſed as chalte in minde, thyne euyil an vn⸗ 
chaſte rapment (hail repꝛoue thee, neyther thou canſte 
not be counted amonge matdens and virgins of chꝛiſt 
that ſo liuiſt, that meu ſhal loue the inoꝛdinatly. Chou 
boſteſt thy polleſſions X virgintie:but a virgin ſhulde 
not boſte hir riches, ſeynge that holte ſcripture ſayethe: 
what hath pꝛide auapled bs. Oz what good hathe 
the boſte ofriches done vs. All they be palled as a ſha⸗ 
dowe. Thou layeſt thou arte riche, and thynkeſt that 
thou muſt vſe thole thynges.that god wolde thou ſhul 
deſt haue. Uſe them, why not. But yet in goodnes and 
good wapes, ble theym in ſuche thynges as god com | 
maunded, and as our loꝛde taught. Let them fele thy 
tyches that haue nede, let theim know thee to be ol pos 
wet:get — vnto Chzilt of thy patriinonp, fede 

god.Thisf eth the martyzſayncte Cipuian-whyche | 

Genges — a great deale better foꝛ a chʒiſten woman 
to know and do, than that the pagans do: and it were 
mete foꝛ them to take hede vnto the phyloſophets and 
not to kolowe the dedes ok fooles, and applye vnto the 
fantaſies of mad de folkes, excepte we wolde ſpend our 
Iyfe madly and fooliſhly. 

¶ But here ſome man wolde ſap: what, woldeſt thou 
haue women to be filthy and luttiſſhe, Naye verelie, 
I wolde not haue them ſo: noꝛ my pꝛeceptes be not ſo 
vnclene:no2 J lpke not luttyſhnes. And what maner 
a ones they Huld be, laynt Peter and ſaint Paule, two 
defenders of the charche, teache in two ſhozte pꝛecep⸗ 


Werz. tes,Daynt Peter! oy! Let uot the outwarde appas 
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rel * womẽ be decked with p bꝛaiding of Ur beste * 
with wzappyag of golde about it, oꝛ goodly clothyng: 
but the minde and conſcience , that is not (ene with 
eies, if it bee pure and quiet, that is a goodly hinge, 
and ercelientafozegod . And ſainct Paule ſateth, wo⸗ 


ſhamefaſtnes and ſobꝛenes: and not with bꝛaydynge 
of their heates, oꝛ gold, oꝛ perles.oꝛ pꝛetious clothing: 
but as women ought to dooe, let them ewe vertue by 
good wozkes. whan the apoſtles ſate theſe woozdes, 
they bydde not women beſluttyſhe and ſlubbered : noz 
foule with dirte aud cloutes: but they counſayle theim 
fromſuzerfluous rayment, and will them to vſe mean 
dothyng, and ſuche as is eaſy tu come hy. oʒ meaſu⸗ 
rablenes hath his clenes, and that fat moze pute than 
the great erreſle hath, as it is moꝛe eaſy to kepea little 
>= veſſeil than a great meany. Let hir not be clothed with 
2 veluet,vue with wollen: noz with ſilke, dut linnen, and 
that courſe. Let not hir rayn ent ſhyne, ne lette it not be 
lluttoſhe, neither let it to be to he wondꝛed on, noꝛ let it 
not to be lothed, as fo; the wearyng ol golde, ozſpluer, 
oꝛ perle, oz pꝛetious ſtones, J ſee not what it is good 
koꝛ, ſauing that the vertue of ſome ſtones is moze ſet bi 
th iu the ſhew, as copal oꝛ eineraud: if at leſt way thofe 
little thinges haue ſo much vertue in them as men ſap. 
But nowe mo ſeke them foz vanitee, that he may ſeme 
moꝛe ryche.that foꝛ the vettu. oz let hit not pepntnoꝛ 
anoynt hit face, but waſh it ᷑ make it cleane,noz dy hir 
heare; but come it clenly. Noꝛ lette hit not ſuffre hir 
head to be full ot ſcurfe, noꝛ let hir not delyte to.walthe 
it in \wete ſa outs, noʒ to kepe it ſtintinge, noꝛ locke 

ma Make to peynte bur, 0; nn Wit by 
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menne in their array ſhoulde appagell them ſeife with Tt · 2. 
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to haue awate, if any foule thyng oz bucomly be on her 
head, that ſhe coulde not els ſe, and than lette hit atay 
hir felfe. therby, leſt any thyng be in hir face to defoule 
hit, beyng els chaſt and ſobze . Fynally, that which 
Soctates badde his ſcholexg. lette hit thinze {poke 
vnto hir to, that they ſhuld loke them in the glafle, a 
it they were fapze, that they ſhoulde ſee leſte the mynde 
were foule , and ift hey were foule, that with the beau⸗ 
tie ok the minde they ſhuld co ſe the defozmitee 
of body. More ouer, iet an honeſt mayd rewember ſtil, 
that beautie hath bzought many ok theym that haut 
had it, in great pꝛide, and many ol them that haue 
ſene it, tuto abhominable ſynne. Wherkoze many holy 
women haue labozed to ſeine leſſe fap:e than thei were, 
As foz this nedethnot to byd J luppoſe, that a woman 
chan vfe no mannes raymente, elles let hit thinke ſhe 
bath the mans ſtomacke, but take hede tothe maozdes 
of our loꝛde, ſatynge, à woman ſhall not put on man⸗ 
nes appareil: toꝛ ſa to daoe is abhominable ateze god 
But A ttuſt na woman wy] dooe it, excepte ſhe be pal 
both honeſtee and ſhame. 


Cot the lyuiug alone afgvirgin . ap, x. 


Hoy wzpters ſay, that death goth into the fouts 

by theſenceg ofthe bodylyke en. : except 

a man be wyſely ware. Folkes be tolleb and entyced 
meh the pteaſtires of the woꝛlde, where with alſo the 

ſoule is caughte and holden. Therfoze a mayde ſhuld 

— 2 abꝛode 2 becauſe ſhe neither hath any 

tthe, 15 ſtandeth euer in teoperd ie of hir 

NY 12 moſte pzectoys thinge that ſhe hath. Ind 

lette hte wayte vpon hir mother, not onely whan 4 
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gothe koꝛthe, but alſo at home: whiche thinge they; ns 
45 muſte alſo be charged with. 

Oaincte — counſaylethLeta, that whan 
Ae eth to hit manet place in the countrey, the do not 
hir daughter in hir houſe within the citie: let hit 
not canne ne mate to liue without pou ſayeth he: and 
whan ſhe is alone. let hit feare. which laying J wolde 
haue thus vnderſtande, that the mother ſhuld take hir 
daughter away with hir, yl che taty any whyles. Foz 
els it is no nede to take hit daughter with hir, as 9055 
as ſhe goth fozth:and ſpecially if ſhe go to any feaſtes 
oz mariages, o2 metinge of men, oz ante other lyke 
place, that che muſt go to; oꝛ to falfyll hyꝛ huſbandes 
pleaſure: where it is not mete foz hir daughter to goe? 
and let there bee at home ſome good woman leeds of 
hit chaſtitie. Fo2 there is no greater miſchtefe, than 
that that is bzead at home, noꝛ moꝛe ieoperdous. How 
ſhalt thou auopde that, except thou eſchewe it vttet lie. 
what auapleth it to ſaue the woodde from alt harme, 

whan there is a wozme within, that eateth it. 
32232 ooh 

ouerſear of mapdes, e not co ta 

awate hirſonnes, whaat pron ſomewhat wan⸗ 
tonlp with wenches, becauſe he loued them fomewhat⸗ 
tendꝛelp, noz kepe from harmynge ol thepz chaſtitie. 
vohere koꝛe it is to be taken hee de of, that the woman, 
whome the mapde is put in truſte to, haue no wanton 


ſonnes,noz bꝛetherne, whome the dare not be agaynſt. 
Lot hiv not be onely chaſte, but allo in countenauncte 


and grauitie, bothe of wiſedome,maners and\ſpe; h 
woozthy to be hadde in reuetence: whoſe eies and obe 
oy willy afnroecr, A een — 
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and though they be hit elder bzethcrne, that Me feare 
nothyng in doinge hit ductie of watche and kepynge: 
So that che matze al thing beloging vnto hir chakite 
ſafe with hit pꝛelence: and luche as wolde tolle theym 
vnto wantonues and vice, with hit example is oz to 
be dzituen fat awaie. But ſhe that wyll be hyzed ot a 
loucr, to pzouoke, to moue with ſpeche and woozdes, 
lacket the name of a reaſonable creature: Foz that is 
a diuilliſhe thynge:whyche a maide ſhall flee fro, lpke 
as ihe wolde from an adder oz a ſerpente ; whyche all 
kolkes ſhoulodxue out. ot the countrey as a commen 
diſtruction of theim all. It cannot be tol de, hou much 
miſchicfe ſuche women becauſe ol. Thetekoze let not 
a mayde ones abyde the ſighte ot ſuche woman. F032 
they be very cocatrices: and inſpite poyſon with they 
loke, and ſlea with the only beholoinge. Noz let anie 
man thyntze, that I ſpeake this as a ſimilitude beyond 
the verie trauthe: Foz ſome be ſa ctałtie, that they can 
catche one with a looke, without woꝛdes, and ſome vſe 
inchantementes and charmes: Where ofthere be ma⸗ 
nie examples. Alſo with the onely loke and ſalutynge, 
this lexpent caſteth a bla on theyonge waman, vnto 
whame ſhelpegketh and loketh,namely there as ſuche 
L Fre is Anawenebelyde the ſhame that ſhe cauſeth 
in that houſe, that ſhe reſozteth vnto. Therkoꝛe let the 
mapde flee vnto hir mother, as vnto hit ſaynctuarye, 
and (ewe vnto hir, what that vngracious body wolde 
haue done: oz eis ſo auoyde and keepe hir ſelle frome: 
bir, that they that ſee it, may petteyue by hit cheete, 
that lhe feareth the myſcheuoulnes of that woman: 
and ſo ſhe ſhall doo hyꝛ ſelfe good with the dede, and 


: 


ether with bir eraumple, whan ches ſheweth other: 
V. 7 matdes 
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matcdes, what they ought to feare in that woman. J 
were good foz the common welthe, that inquilicton 
were made of olde pooze women, that the rulet ofthe 
titee myght knowe, howe they gette their lyuing. 
C Alſo of the ſeruantes ſaint Hieronime ſatth, wold 
ſhe ſhulde loue none ot hit maides moze than an other, 
in whole eare ſhe ſhould vie to rowne and tytle often, 
what ſo euer ſhe ſaieth to one, let all Here it: Let hit be 
contente with a maide not pyked, noz fayze, and wan⸗ 
ton, that can ſpuge a balade with clere voyce,- but ſad, 
pale, aud vntrimmed, Al lo he ſateth vnto Deinetrias, 
Se that none of hir felowes doe hit hatme, either with 
nyce rapment, oꝛ wanton wooꝛdes. 
CHauenought to dooe with luche women, that haue 
pleaſure to bee ſeene, and loued, and make their boſte 
that they haue ſuche a kapꝛe louer, 02 ryche, oꝛ noble: 
and beareth about letters ſent from hym, and other⸗ 
white ſheweth them vnto their companions .: oz telle 
his dedes, 02 reherſe his wooꝛdes: This he dyd, this 
heſatde to me: thus he comineth to me, thus he pꝛaiſed 
me; auoyde them awape, be they neuer ſo nere neigh⸗ 
bours, be they neuer ſo tyche, bee they freendes,kyns' 
folkes, aliens, pea though they be thy ſiſters, refuſe” 
theiin, Foz they be bytten of the woode dogge the 
dyuul: and be fallen woode their ſelfe : whetemn 1 * 9 
is no name ſo dere, that ſhuld oꝛ ought to bꝛing a maid 
to their company, but rather the mother ſhuld kyll the 
childe, and the ſiſter the bꝛothet, a the b2other the ſiſter, 
and ſiſter the ſiſter, and bꝛother the bꝛother. Therkoze 
the maide that wil dooe by my counſaile,ſhal paſſe the 
tyms with cholen — — like hit ſelle: and in good 
and honeſt naſtymes, eee with 4 te⸗ 

137 Fit _ dynge. 


Efai 


gin cloſed in. Ind this is ſhe that Eſate the pꝛophette 


uta the houſeat home, butwhome banane bp ſpects" 


THE INSTRVCTION OF 
dynge 02 commuuicacion, ot ſuche thynges as ſhe hath 
redbe: but let hirtalkenothyug of daunſynge, oz fea⸗ 
ſtynge, oz pleaſutes, leaſt hir companions bee moued 
with ſome falſe colour of delite: noz let no man be by. 
And whan ſhe is left of hir felowes in hit chaumbze az 


lone, let hir not vtterly be pdel, foz it is ieperdaus to be 


del, ſpecially beyng alone. Noz J wolde ſhe woulde 
ſuffrce hir minde to muſe, thoughe it be neuer ſo good 
and holy at the beginninge. The minde of a woman is 
vnſtable, and abideth not longe in one place, it falleth 
krom the good vnto the bab without any labour. And 
Spzus the poet ſemeth not al without a cauſe to haue 
ſatde. A woman that thinketh alone, thinketh euyll. 

Noz Mary Magdalene, which late at the foote of our 
loꝛde, and herde his wooꝛde, dyd not onelp vſe the con⸗ 
templacion ofheauenly thynges, but (He did that whe⸗ 
ther ſhe redde 02 herde, oꝛ pꝛaide. And ſo ſhal (by mine 
aduyſe)not onely a mayde, but alſo any woman. Foz in 
many places of this boke we geue p2eceptes fo2 all wo⸗ 
men in generall. Therfoze on the holy daie let hir ey⸗ 
ther rede, oz pꝛaie, whan ſhe is alone: and on the wooꝛ⸗ 
&ynge dates lik ewyſe, oz eis let hir woozke. And it is 
no doubt, but the aungell kounde Mary doinge ſome 
ſuche thynge, whiche was afrapde, whan ſheſawe a 
mans face, where ſhe was not wont. Therfoze ſhe is 
called in Ebzewe Alma, that is as pe wolde ſaie, a vir- 


ſpeaketh of in theſe wooꝛdes: Beholde a virgin cloſed 
vp ſhall conceiue and beate god and man. Ind onely 
that mayde conceiueth Chꝛiſte, whom fewe knowe, 
but onely Chulte,Therefoze (hal the maide let no man 
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al woꝛdes commaundeth to be let in: and in pꝛotes of 
tyme (hee ſhall begynne to helpe to eaſe hir mother of 
hit labour tn the houſe. whom, and hir father to 
gether, ſhee ſhall haue inoſte deere of all thinges nexte 
god. And if they commaunde their daughter to go in 
hande with wolle oz klaxe, oz any handy woꝛke, ſhe ſhal 
not onely except theit commaundement without grut⸗ 
ching. but alſo gladly, and with mery chere, and that 
the moze diligently and featlp, ił the father and mother 
ette any parte ot their liuynge thereby, and than ſhal 

e thynke hit ſelfe happy, and thynke that ſhe rewar⸗ 
deth them, that ſhe ſhuld of duetie, and to noziſhe thein 
agapne, that haue nouriſhed hir. SIE? "bbs 
¶ whan a mayde may fo: houſeholde buſineſſe be az 
lone, and pꝛap, litſte let hir geue hit ſelke holy to god, 
let hit wozſhippe chꝛiſte and his mother, and aſke pet⸗ 
done and peace of theim, and than tonſidze hirx ſelfe to 
bee a chꝛiſten vitgin, Chꝛiſtes ſpouſe, and the lolo wen 
of Maty:and that the virginitee of the bodt is nought 
wozthe, excepte the minde be pure withal, and it that be 
nothinge to bee moꝛe tleane, nothing moze pleaſure to 
god: and hir ſelle to be the folower of the moſte holy 
mother of our loʒde. Ind firſte of al let hir counter tete 
hir excellete vertue, that ſobzeneſſe and hunilitee-of 
minde, whiche was ſo greatte, that whan ſhe hadde all 
thynges moſt goodly and excellent, yet was ſhe neuer 
the moꝛe hygh inpnded oꝛ pzoude: The moſte noble 
maide that hadde or hir lynage. xiit. kynges, and ſo 
many dukes of Jſraelf, commen'ofſuchea noble kin 
and tythe, alſo hir ſelte made ryche ofthe wyſe men, 
htc felfemoſte fayze, moſte wyſe, and well ieatued, and 
_petko2 all that. Lowe euen à mynde did ſhe beare, howe 
299 © US -- humbls 
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humble opinion the had of hir elle? Alo knowynge 
ok the heauenly byꝛth, beyng mother ol luche a ſonne: 
pet diſdeigned ſhe. not to haue a carpenter to hir hul⸗ 
bande, and to dooe himſeruice, and to go ſe hir kinnes 
woinan, and to be with hir at hir labouryng, and ſetue 
bir, thee bidſetnomozeby hir ſelfe, than by an other: 
no2 diſoeigned none other, in compatilon to hit ſelfe, 
neyther fo2 hir kynne, noꝛ beautee,noz wit, noz dignite, 
but ſhe thought hir ſelfe 'wozle than any other, whan 
he was in dede better than angelles, whoſe queene ſhe 

was oꝛdeyned to bee. Toherfoze J holde not with it,. 
that out lady ſhuld be peincted lo in ſilkes and golden 
— and decked with geinmes and perles, as 
che had had any deltte in tuche thynge, whan 
_ tn earth here: but nothinge les repzeſenteth' 
= and Jhaue leauer ſhe ſhulde be poꝛtured in a ſim⸗ 
— and ſuche as ſhe vſed in deede, that ue might 

— afoze our eies the humtlitee ot hir minde-moze 
playnly, that it mought be an enſample to teache riche 
men, and to conmfoꝛte the pooze: and that the pooze 
mens ſtomackes maie increaſe; and the ryche decreaſe, 
and boch their ſtomackes be bzoughte to a teaſonablt 
meaͤne that neither the riche men 9 pote 
be ouer holde to truſte ouermuche. :Therfoze by my 
counſayle the matde (hal folowe hir example, not with 
a feignynge'and: a diſſemblynge mynde, but true and 
ſtedkaſte, leſt there be a wozſe vice iIyeng vnder aeolyur 
of vertue;as it were a poiſon vnder an gollome thyng. 
oꝛ a ſoze vnder an hole ſkynne..' ' | 
CLet women vſe no feignyng, nox ctokyng; eo ſeme 
good with all: noz let theim not thynke, that they tan 
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terkete is not like the'verythinge;thec d ſha⸗ 
dowed is lebie and uvnſute, and iſhall bet at taſſe open 
and knowen.Therfoje leta ponge womã be indedez as 
the ſheweth ormure, humble, fobze, ſhamefaſte,chaſie; 
honeſt, ano vertuous, bor he let hit ſcme ſo, and her ſo: 
ano let hir pꝛay bnto the holy virgin, whome ſhe Mall 
truely repꝛeſent with hir liuing, and bee therefoze the 
moe pleaſaut vnto hir, and alſo vnto Chat; that ak 
aknowlage hir his ſpoufe: let hit pꝛay fyꝛſt fo2 hit ſelke 
that ſhe may be encteaſed in vertue, and putpoſe of hir 
holy 1 other ver 50 es: (ccondely (oz hir ka⸗ 
MEA mer Le e. terne, and ry foolkes, 
and other, koa hoi hir duiti is to pay. Fog hix pꝛaier 
thal be moſt acceptable vnto god, and moſt etfe ectuous 
to obtepye, becauſe it commeth of a pute and a holt 
mynde, aud moſte chaiſuane. J wolds ſhe ſhuld eyther 
vnderſtande whar (he p2ateth,oz els ſpcake in that lã⸗ 
gage, that ſhc dothe vnderCande: oz what ſo-eqerſhe 
pꝛaleth in latine, let hir gette it decta red vnto hir in hie 
owne tonge befaze,of lome body. Noz let hit not wene 
that pzacer ſtandeth in the mutmuring a wa gingee of - 
— eee = non mynde, han lpkteth 
mindet hag we 4232 arth,uutp hea 
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moſteaeceptable.Thextoze let bir ſee, that hit thought 
and imiude dilcoꝛde not from hir woꝛdeg let hir ſpeake 
the ſame within, that ſhe ſpeaketh without, ye and hold 
hit tongue outwardlie and the will, oz tatke of other 
mattiers ſo that ſhe crie vnto god inwardely, and laie 
n with the fpouſe, J llepe, and inv herte waketh, 


5 of and 
Cp eramples that 


woman ſhall learne the vertues of hy2 kynde 
all together out of bokes, whiche ſhe ſhall eyther 
readehirſcife, o; els heare read. Ind it becom⸗ 
meth enery woman to bee indewed with all kynde of 
vertue, but ſome bee neteſſaty foz hir: as all vyce is 
thamefull;and ſome abominable and curled and ſome 
vertues bee foz wyues, ſome foꝛ wydowes; ſome foꝭ res = 
ligious women, but J will ſpeake offuche as belongs 
2 of women. 
Chaſtiti ¶ Are let hir vnderſtande, that Chaſtitte is the pain 
. all vertue of a woman, and counterpeyſeth wyth al 
the reſte: it ſhe haue that, no man wyll loke foz ante o⸗ 
chet: and if tHe lacke that, no man will regarde other. 
And as the Stoicke philoſophers reken, that al 
lies ſtandeth in wyledome: and all ill in folye 
muche that they fayde, onelie the wyſe-manto 1 — 
be ings, a citelpn, fap} ee bolde, and bleſſed; and a 
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lee 10 treaſure oł all pines: Now ſhanicfaſtnes and 
ſob2e:tes be the mſeparable companions ok Chaſtitte, 
in ſo muche that lhe cannot be chaſte, that is u atha- 
med:koz chat is as a couet end a vaylle ofhirk. ce. Foz 
whan nature had oꝛdeyned, that our faces ſhoulde be 
open and bare of clothes, ſhe gaue it the vailteofſham 
faſtnes, where with it ould be coucred, and that koꝛ s 
great commendacion, chat who-ſo did looke pon it, 
huld vnderſtand foine great vertu to be det that co 
uer: noꝛ no man ſhould ſee it couered with chat vayle, 
but he lhouldlone ite ndꝛ none ſee it naked ok that, but 
he ſhuld hate it. Out loꝛde cairſeth an 0 —_— 


ſayuig: Thon haſte the fare ot an harlot tho art 
ſhame. Of ſhamefaſtnes cometh demuttnes and 
ſutadlenes: that whether ſhe thynke ought, oz la 
do nothyug ſhall be outragtous, neither in phe 
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THE I NSTRVCTION OF 
ther luſtelp, and ſhe hath it taken from hit, that ſhe mat 
warelp keepc. Ind ok this Sobzenes cf bodze cometh 
ſob;eneſle ot mynde: noz thefantaſies ot᷑ the mind ſhal 
as they were dionken, trouble and Diceaſe the quiet⸗ 
nes of bertue, but that ſhe may bothe thynbe well and 
Doo well, 
C Let hir applie hirſelfe to vertue, and be contente 
with a littel, and take in woꝛth that che bath, noꝛ ſeeke 
foʒ other, that ſhe hath not, noꝛ foz other folkes; where 
of tyſeth enuy, hate, oꝛ curioſiti ot other folkes matters 
(The deuocton of holy thynges moſte agrecth fo2 wo⸗ 
men. Therkoꝛe it is a farre woz'e lyghtofa woman, 
abozreth deuotion. She muſte haue muche ſtrife 
vlth enuie, which is bothe a koliſhe vice and ſhamefull 
in women, and pet J wotte not how it aſſauteth theun 
57 moſte ſoꝛe:but ſhe that is ot good behauoure, and 
1 enoughe to ſerue hit with, ſhall haue no cauſe to 
A eps de be 745˙ in an other bodies houſes 
ſobze, and reſonable oi wind 
FA ther be 2 10 angtie, no: falle to raylynge. 
crueltie, oꝛ beaſtlineſſe.Foz whan it is naturall foꝛ wo 
n ta be kinde and Ab becauſe they bee feeble, 
0 th hi e ayde ol ot vers who can be contente wyth 
8 ire and crueltiejna woman, In ſoniuch 
111 che Golde ſpyll that ſhe can not ſaue, if nede were, 
and to kepe hit vengeable mynde vnto tyme and oc⸗ 
uche a woman were wooz= 
ö 1 ad peyne, that ſhe ſhould be euen op 
13 td. buuſed with noumbzs and weyghte of it, 
8 eilte hir ſelf auer comen, and leaue hy2 minde 
aj angrs ,bengeance, and debe Fo; a folpſbe 
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enuy, becauſe their tendze and lyg myndes thyn 
euerp offence pepnfull and ele ae and woz | 
be greuoulip;,puntſhed : and mall an 1 5 thenat. 355 
ſeme great and greuous vnto koliſhe folkes.Therfote 
extepte a woman either eſchew by ctatte, oꝛ ae oe 
by power (uche felle enemies, it is ieoperdp, leaſt ſhee 
bee diſtroped, and haue euerlaltynge payne, bbche in 
thig ly te, and in an other. + | 
CNove Jluppoſe it be ſhewed plainip abbath 
Chaſtitee is as the queene of vertues in a woman. and 
that two inſaperable companions euer folowe it, and 
that of hametfaſtnes commeth Dobzeneſle, N 8 
two comme all the other ſoꝛt of vertues fon P nto 
woman, Demutenes, Meaſute. Ftugaliter, th a 
Aliligence in houſe, Cute of ended, ebenes whrche 
dertues J (hall declare all largely in un other a 
and ſhe Wal tinde them all moze abundaneſyereaced 
ok holy and wyſe men. 5 
¶ Betolde the image of Honeſtes Neben fig "one 
which is ſo goodly andiſo excellent of beautte, that tk it 
coulde be ſene with our coꝛpoꝛall eies, as latofaterh 
in the bote called Pheds, it wolde take folkes,wondes 
roulty with the loue of it ſelfe. Nozno'beautee doͤth ſo 
enamour out etes; and taketh and holdeth, as Honeſty 
chulde bothe take and leade with hir „ it thee were ope⸗ 
ved aud ſhewed vnto vs. 155 
¶ Alto the mayde ſhall ge thet by her nee i 
holte.eramples of virgitis; whichs fer mg 
whoin che maie defp2e and labobb to | 1 
ally, as I haue (ayde, the moſte erelſente an 
df virginitee our lady; the mother ae 8 
ste otont * Gris 
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ple to fozmeand faſhen them ſeite after, but alſo wines 
and wydoweg. Foz ſhe hath bene all thyuge vnto all 
folkes, to pꝛaugke all and bꝛynge theim vnto the ex⸗ 


ample ot hit chaſtitee: vnto vuging the maſte demure: 


virgin: vnto wpues, the moſte chaſte wyle: and vuto 
wydowes, the molte deuoute wydowe. She was the 
kyꝛſſe that toke this ſtraunge wate of virginitee with a 
bolde ſtomacke and holy purpoſe: ſhe was the fyzſte 
that lyued aboue the waꝛldly cuſtome in martage, an 
angelles lyfe, without carnall vſe: in ſa muche that (he 
tookt hir a keper of his chaſtitee, rather then an hul⸗ 
bande gigs becauſe they were wanders. Thetkoze 
bzought che kaozth a ſonne moze wondertnliy, that na: 
ture wandꝛed on. Ind whan ſhe was wydowe, becauſs 
ſhe lyued al in ſpzite,ſhelifte vp hit Lelfe aboue the na⸗ 
ture ofthe bodye, yet lyuynge in the hodye, hauynge 
Kön ſoune moſt obedient, and moſte chaſte fpouſe; 
and inolte cheryſhyng father, that becauſe ſhe konſake 
all thynge koz god, ſhe might fynde all chynge in god. 
But what doe Jholy virgin? what dode Fenterpaiſe 
to ſpeake ol thine inkmite pꝛeyſe?; Nay nap, that is not 
foz my dul wytte. and tudeneſſe ol langage, oz this litte 
toume. we had nede ol great time and leylure therunto 
and piompte eloquence, and wyt and counnnyng moſt 
excellente. But vou virgins kolowe hir, as manylas 
wyll keepe your birginitee ſafe and holle. Folowe hir 
wiaes, , as manp as care foꝛ the pleaſyng of your;huſs 
bandes, aud lyſte perkozme that pe haue fwoʒne. vou 
mundo wes beholde hir, in whom yon ſhall hane doche 
krütekull conſolacion. of the loſſe of your huſband and 


coun aple of kepynge -your chudzen, and erampte of 
leadguge the telidue ot out Iyſe ee 
N. s 
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this virgins oꝛdꝛe myghtie greate compantes Bhs 
thouſandes,as the ſpalmiſt ſated. There ſhall be vir= 
gins.b:oughte vnto the kynge after hir: whoſe actes 
wall pzofite not onely thein that ate nowe; but alſo all 
that [al come hereafter in example. And btſtozics doe 


of 


tcl of pagane virgins, that were famous only by cha⸗ 7. 44+ 
ſtitee. Of whom layncte Hietonime, wzityng, againſt 
Jouputan, grutched not to teherfe a great uombꝛe out 
of the hiſtoues of the grekes, berauſe heſawe that in 
| this inaner of matters folkes wyll bee moued muche 
with examples. Foz itſeineth not verie harde to doe it 

that ſometome hath be doone. Ind he rceitcth many 
that had leauer loſe theit lyues than therr virgintter. 
Noz Y will not dooe ach a dilpleaſure vnto that moſt 
auncient and holy manne, as eyther to paſſe as ſupers 
fluous that he hathe tolde, oz to tehetſe it vnder other 
— by and vy wzyte here ash he hathe putte in 

S-boke. | 

C'Do thanſaieth he in this wyſe, The thirty tyzans 
in Athens, whan they hadflayne Phedon at a vanket, 
they commaunded his dotighters ponge maydes, to be 
bꝛought vnto theim, and to be ſtripped naked lyke har 
lottes, and to play on the ſtooꝛe blody of their fathers 
loud, with vncomely and wanton geſtures: which oz 
g while diſſemblyng the countenaunce ofthetr ſozawe, 
alter that they ſawe the folkes mery with dzpnke, they 
— e, as 0 6 den e 
andenbꝛalynge one an other caſte do m ſelle in 
to welle, that they might ſaue tee. 
C àn other, daughter vnto Demotto the pꝛynte ot 
the e os egg one heeverhg that htrſpouſeLes, 
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mpance warre.ſlewe hir ſelfe, affirmpng that thoughe 
[0 vodye was pet vntouched of any mann, neuer the 

ſſe ik thee Were natied vnto anp after, ſhe ſhould haue 
as it wete a ſeconde huſbande, becauſe in mynde ſhee 
was matied vuto the fyzſte. 
C The Spartanes, and the Melſenianes had krend⸗ 
yp and confederacion together longe tyme, and lo 
muche that thei vled to ſend either vnto other birgins 
td dooe certapue ſacrifyte. Do on a ſeaſon, whan the 
Spartanes had ſente fiftte virgins, and the Meſſe⸗ 
nyanes wolde haue defloured theiin: of all that greate 
numbꝛe was not one founde, that wolde conſent to that 
abhominable deede, but all dyed gladly foꝛ theyz cha⸗ 
ſitee.wherkoꝛe many a date there was great warte be 
twene them, and in long ſpace Marmertia, one of their 
cities was deſttoyed. 
Fe the tyꝛan of Oꝛtomene loued a mapde 
the citee of Stimphalis, which whan hir father was 
kylled, fledde vnto the temple ol Diane, and imbꝛaſed 
the image, noꝛ coud not be dꝛawen krom thens againe 
but was ſlayne in the ſame place. Foz whom all the 
land of Frcadi was ſo ſoze moued, that thet made open 
warre to reuenge the mapdes deat . 
C Atiſtomenes of Meſſene, a good i a iuſt man, whan 
he had conquered the Lacedemomtans, and on a tyme 
as they kepte a feſtiuitee in the night, which they called 
Hiacinthina, toke erte 5 an that were plap⸗ 
55 in 5 5 there 45 0 night a pace, flee⸗ 
ge our af 115 he tountt theim, and whan ſome ot 
his men wolde haue d 1 eim, he charged them 
as well as he ene that they uld not do ſo, and at 
the laffe ſome that woldenot ee to deache, to; 
feare 
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feate the reſte with all. Ffter, whan theſe maydes wits 
redemed agayne by their friendes,and they ſawe thys 
Ariſtomenes ſewed fo: the death of a marr, they wolde 
neuer go home, but late pꝛoſtrate at the feteof the iud⸗ 
ges, vntill they ſee him quite, that was defender of 
their chaſtitie. 

¶ owe — we ſufficiently pꝛeyſe the donghters of 
Scedaſus ofLeuctres,atowne ofthe cofitrey of bocce 
whiche their father being from home, as we tede, had 
xeceyued two yonge men by the wate of holpitalitie, & 
they dꝛonke with ouer muche wine, in the nyght raui⸗ 
ſhed the maydes, which whan they had loſte thetr vyz⸗ 
ginitie, wolde lyue no longer, but kyld one an othet. 
C Aiſo the maides of Locxean be wooztht to be ſpoken 
ot that had a cuſtome in their countreys, to be ſend ye= 
rely vnto Jlium:which cuſtome had continued a tho 1 
ſande pere, noꝛ yet was thete neuer heard ee wen 74770 
had any repo:t d name o ange 

¶ who can let paſſe — — ol the. Ch 
Adilete, whiche wharthefrenchemen bi mil a= 
bout their counitep, killed them lelfe,teſte they ſhonlde 
be compelled to any villante,teauinge an example vn⸗ 
to all virgins, that vnto an honeſt mtiid the chaſt put 
nes of bodie ought to bemoꝛe tegarded than the 

E Nycano: after he had conquered Thedes, the tle | 


was taken in the loue ot amaide,that he had takeptts 
ſoner,aud wolde haue maried hir, whych thyng mygh 
itguntie chan by his kingdome,and . 
de great ſozowe fog, hold 
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Whau hir ennemie a Macedone had deftow2edhyz, A 
whyle ſhe diſſembleo hir angre, and after founde the 
co2rupter of hir . whome the lewe, 
and afcer that hii ſel e: foꝛ iope that ſhe had auenged 
Hitlelfe of that abhominable vlame: noz ſhe woulde 
Jyne no longer, than ſhe had hir virginitie: noz die, tyl 
che had auenged hi: chaſtitte. Aſo this ſaythe ſapncte 
Hieronpie. Therefoze chꝛiſten women mate be aſha- 
med, if any ſhame where in thein, that do not kepe their 
chaſtitic trulp:liuinge under the moſte caſte Chzyſte, 
Ton ot the moſte chaſte mother, and in the moſte chaſte 
church, and kayth, ſeinge that pagans, worſhippers of 
a e e e Venus, daus ſette mope by 
their ; f 


; 


= * 


ir chaſtitie, than allotherthynges:/ 
¶ Where to ſhauld J recepte here the examples of ho 
ly virgins, to maue the with, that be not aſhamed, that 
chaſte pagans chould be ones named: whome ſhould 
Flpectally ewe theum to foloweerawple of amonge 
lo many thouſandes, Tecla;; oz Hagnes; Catharine, 
Lucia: oz Cecile, Jgatha;Barbara;oz Pargarite, oz 
Doꝛothe, oꝛ rather the holle Cocke ofthe. ri. thouſande 
os ot ee had leauer die. than thepzencwuyrs 
uld bo they cutled plesfure withthem. Thou thait 
t tle kynde two men, that ſhall fo ſtedfaſtly agree in 
that holy putpofe:hjerin. t. thouſand tende virgins 
were ſo kaſt and ſtable. There were infitute in numbꝛe, 
that had leaucr be bylled, headed, ſtrangled. downed; 
02 hauetheicth;oteg eut. than loſe they; chaſtiti which 
wha they couldenotfieatheyarſelfe;ver theyſought? 
craft to come by thetrdeath;whan they wetem tropee2 
die of theit chaſtitie, as Bzaſitta,andblemapvde; bore 
a D Lrya6eciarie of Jealp;whichwhan te pe 
Halle. Ne m 
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ennemp come to be ratte hit ot hit virginitee,p2omiſed 
vnto hym, that if ſhe wolde do hir no vilany,ſhe wolde 
geue him an herbe, where of yk he were annoynted 
with the iuyſe, no weapon ſhulde perce him: the inan of 
warte wa« mtent with the offte. So ſhe wente into 
the next garden, and there toke vp an herbe, the kyꝛſte 
that came to hande, and badde him auenture the kirſte 
pꝛote on hir ſelf;of the vertue of the herbe, and annoin 
ted hir thꝛote there with, and bad him ſmyte;:to aſlape: 
ſo he ſmote, and kylled hir. either kaynct Hieronyme 
diſſalo with, that a woman bylle hir ſell, to ſaue hir cha 
ſtitie with. And kainct Ambꝛole in the. iii. boke, that he 
vꝛiteth of virgins, layeth ag aynſte this daubte the ex⸗ 
ample ot᷑ Pelageythe martyꝛ, ſaynge, There needeth 
none other conůtmacion, where we haue the deede ora 
virgine and a.marty2,of fyftene peres of age, whyche 
with hir mother and hir ſyſters together, caſte h ir ſelle 
into a water. pf dig 
¶ Sainte Euſeby in the EccleſiaſticallHiſtozie ſaieth 
e that one Sopꝛoma a noble woman. whan ſhe ſawhyz 
-huſbande that was the chreffe offycer: of the citie a⸗ 
kerde, and vnable to defende hir goodnes agaynſte the 
koule and bnlawfull pleafure ot Maximyne the empe⸗ 
xoure, cloſed hit ſelfe in hir chamber, and there kylled 
hir ſelfe: and yet the churche hath alowed hyz foꝛa 
1 Oe theſe examples ot᷑ chaſtitie be readde in the 
churche. 477 Names 8 
¶ Hob date an vnchaſte and naughtie woman come 
thyther. noꝛ be abaſſhed to bꝛynge a bꝛothelty into the 
company of virgins, and delple thole pure eyes myih 
hir filthn lokes, and polute tendze prares with hie eoz= 
rupte bopces. * 
LISTS?! | 4 name 
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thoughe they were kull good: It were better fox the 
neuer to come into their ſyght,.leaſt they auenge on the 
the intarie of theyꝛ kynde: noz to name thy ſelt᷑ by their 
names, leaſte they puniſhe the foꝛ filyng theyz names. 
And J ſpeake in erneſt, foz here is no place to bourde 
in: there huld be made ſome decte, that none vnhoneſt 


geue as muche honoure vnto that name, whome all 


out ofthe citie, there was by a decre determined that 
no bonde man, noꝛ any that occupied anpe bile crafte, 
*Qould be named by their 5 HH 
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name Cathatin, Hagnes, oz Barbara, and kyle thoſe 
holy names with thyne vnpute mouthe? Darſte thou 


name thy ſelf by auy ol thoſe names, and inake thy ſelt 


in name lyke vnto them, to whome thou arte ſo'bulyke 
to in condicions, d a very deadly enemte: Noz cometh 
it not to thy remembꝛaunce, whan thou heareſt thy (cif 
called, what mauer one ſhe was, whoſe name thou bea 
ceſt: Ind whan thou remembꝛeſt that ſhe was ſo pure, 


chaſte, and good, and agapyne thy ſelte ſo vnpute, vn⸗ 


chaſte. and vngracious, doeſt thou ot rage daye and 


nyght, foz thought and repentaunce? O thou mooſte 
ſhameles ok all women, howe darſte thou halowe the 
- natiuitee of the moſte pure virgin, that arte thy ſelk vn 
wothy euer tobe bozne: And darſte thou ſHewe thy 
ſhameleſſe face vnto hit moſte demure eyes? Ind wol⸗ 


deſt thou haue hir to heare oꝛ looke at thee ſo ouer co⸗ 
uerte with naughtines, whiche whan ſhe was in thys 
woꝛlde, was neuer wonte to ſee noz here no man, not 


woman ſhould be called Mary. Fozwhy, doo not wee 


we aryſe and make reuerence vntyll, as the pagans 


gaue vnto ſome ofthey:folkes,Fox in Athenes , whan 


Hermodius and Atiſtogitõ had baniſhed the tirannes 
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CHoin the mayde wall bohane ir ſelfe foath abzode, £ap.ril, . 


F-O2the thee muſte needes goe ſoimetymes, But J 
- wold it (huld be as ſelde as mate be, foz many caus* 
ſeg. Pꝛincipally becauſe as oft as a mayde goth fozth 
amonge people, fooften ſhe cometh in tudgement and 
_. extreme peryl of hir beautie, honeſtie, demurenes, witte 
ſhamtaſtnes, and vertue. Foz nothyng is moze tender, 
than is the kame and eſtimaciõ ot women, noꝛ u 
moꝛe in daunger of wzonge: in ſo much that it y be 
ſayde, and not without a cauſe, to hange by a copweb, 
becauſe thoſe thynges, that J hauereherſed, be requi⸗ 
ted perfetce in a woman: and folkes iudgementes bee 
dangerous to pleaſe, and ſuſpiceous: and as Dupde on 
ſaith, we be quicke enoughe in belenynge the yil. And 

as Cicero ſateth : Nothynge kleeth moze (wifely than e. 
an yll woozde, nothynge gothe ſoner foozthe,nothyng 

ſoner taken, noꝛ bꝛodet ſpꝛeade. That if a ſklaunder 

ones take holde in a maydes name by folkes opinion, 

it is in a maner euerlaſtynge, noꝛ can not be waſſhed 
awate without great tokens and ſhewes of chaſtitee 
and wiſedome. Ik thou talke littel in company, folkes 
thynke thou canſte but littell good: if thou ſpeake 
muche, they recken the lyght: if thou ſpeake vncun⸗ 
nyngly, they count the dul witted: if thou ſpeake cun⸗ 
nyngly, thou ſhalte be called a ſhzewe : if thou anſwers 
not quickly, thou ſhalte be called pꝛoude, oꝛ vl bought 
vp: if thou anſwere, they ſhall ſate thou wylte be ſone 
duet comen ik thou-ſitte with demure counteuaunce 
thou arte called a diſſemblet:it thou make muche mo⸗ 
nynge, they will call the foolyſhe: ik thou loke on any 
ſyde, than will they late, thy mynde is there: ik thou 
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lau an any man laugheth though thou do it not 
a por e, ſtreyght cher wil fa he bent a fantaſye 
vnto the man and his ſaiyng.and:thatit were no great 
maiſtty to wynne the. Wherto ſhulde J tel, how much 
occaſion of vpce and naughtities1s abzode : whertoze 
he poetſcmeth to haue lade not without a caule, It 
3.00t lefulf foꝛ maydes to be ſene abꝛode. How muche 
were it better to abyde at home, than go fozth and here 
to gaup tiudgementes, and fo dyuers vpou the, and be 
uu teopardies? Nox there is none, that hadde 
- njo2Mede to kolow this greke ſaiyng, Liue vnknowen 
(Therkoze Tucidides ſayde, ſhe was the beſte woman, 
ok whom was leaſte talke, eyther vnto hit pꝛapſe, oz 
hir dyſpꝛayſe. A woman ſhulde be kepte cloſe,noz bee 
no wen ok many, fo2 it is a token ot no gteat chaſtitee, 
oꝛ good name, to be knowen of many, oz bee ſongen a⸗ 
bout in the citie in longes, oʒ to be inarked oz nam̃ed by 
any notable matze, as white, lame, gogle cied, little, 
reat, fat, maymed, oz ſtuttyng, theſe ought not to bee 
. abꝛode in a good woman. 
C why than ſap ſome, ſhoulde we neuer walke out of 
out owne doozes : Dhulde we euer lie at home 7 that 
were as though we ſhulde lye in payſon. Foz ſo dothe 
ſome pꝛoude fooles take this laiyng, that deſire to ſe ⁊ 
to be ſene. Nap verely, they ſhall gooe foꝛth ſomtyme, it 
nede requpze, and it their father commaunde oz theyz 


mother: but afoꝛe ſhe go lozthe at doꝛe, let hit pꝛepate 


bir minde and ſtomacke noue otherwyle, than if ſhee 
went to fyght. Let hir remember, what ſhe ſhall here 
what ſhe ſhall ſe, and what hit ſelfe ſhall ſate* Let hir 
conſtd2e with hir felle that ſome thynge hall chaunte 
on euety ſide, that (hal moue hit chaſtitee and hir ob 
v | mynd 
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Agatnſte thele dattes of the diyel[f 
yerp ſide, iet hirtake the buckler offtomacke defended 
with good examples and pꝛecepts.and a firme purpoſe 
ok chaſlitee, and a mynde cyuer bente toward Chiſte. 

And let hir knowe, that ſhe gothe but ta vanitce, which 
let ſhe be taken with. ſhe had nede to pzoupde wylely. 

And that that ſhe ſhaliſe fozth abzode, is to be counted 
none other thyng, but a ſhewe ofthe lyfe ol the wozlde, 

by whoſe vices let befoze hir cies, ſhe mate leatne, not 

onely to kepe hir ſeife out of the coutagiouſnc ſſe. but 
 mne2eouer to amende hirowne fautes : and that what 
houre ſo euer ſhe turneth hir ſelfe from god vnto men, 
whether ſhe iyke them oz bee liked of theim, ſhefozſa= 
keth Chꝛiſt, and ot Chꝛiſtes ſpouſe ſodeynly betometh 
an adulterer. If eſe any goodnes. let hir laue it foʒ 
Chꝛiſte:it ſhe ſe any euyll, let hit flceitfoz Chʒiſte. Let 
hir cake hede neuer to gatuyſhe hir ſelfe ſo, tioz ſo goe, 
noꝛ do, oꝛ ſpcake ſo, that Me be the diuelles ſnare ta cat 
che men in. She ſhuld not onely dode none yll hir ſeife 
but as muche as ſhe can, ſo behaue hit ſelfe, that ſhee 
be none occaſion vnto other of doynge yll; ozels thajl 
ſhe be amembzecf the. diuell, whoſe inſti ument ſhe is 
all ready, and not Chʒiſtes. They ſay, that the holy vir 
gin out lady was fo demure and ſad. that it any manne 
dyd caſte a wanton eie bpon hir, that foule heate was 
ali quenched as though a man had caſte a ye bʒande 
into the walk? 44015 25.8 4 3.33 1-3061 % | |; 
¶ Nowe whan ſhe is appoynted with theſe thoughtes 
and ſuche — — hir go toꝛtij with hit mother. ir ſhee 


haue any, and haue feaue to go, if ſhe haue uo mother 
let hir go with ſuine ſadde woman, that is a wibowe, 
02a wife, orſoine good mayde of vertuous:Ipuynge, 
bMS L iu lobze 
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ſobze of ſpeeche, and holy ſhamekaſteneſſe. Homerus 
wꝛiteth, that the chaſte woman Penelope dyd comme 
fozth in to the company of hit wowers, but not alone, 
but with two honeſt maydes in hit company: and alſo 
hir ſonne Telemachus was amonge theym ſyttynge. 
And as ſainct Hieronime commandeth, whan ſhe goth 
koꝛth abꝛode, let hir not beate hir bꝛeſtes and hit necke 
bare, but hyde hit face, and with ſcarſly an eie open to 
ſe hir wate with all: Neyther let hir delyꝛe to ſee, no2 to 
beſene, not caſte hit eyes vnſtable hither and thyther, 
noꝛ be buly to knowe, who dwelleth in this place, oz in 
that, whiche ought ſcantly to knowe hir owne neigh⸗ 
bours. He woulde hane all hyd, ſaue the eies to lede hir 
the wate. No2 J can not ſe, what honeſtee 02 goodnes 
can be in ſhewynge of the necke bare, howe bee it that 
mate be ſuffred, but to bare the bꝛeſte and the pappes, 
and betwene the (hulders on the backe, and almoſt the 
ſchulders, howefoulea thynge is that, as the common 
ſaiyng is, a blynde man mate eſpp, when thoſe that ſee 
it, ſome abhozre the abhominablenes: and ſome wan⸗ 
ton menne ſeyng the parte ofthe bodie, not vſed to bee 
Tene, are [ct on fy;e there with. wherto were gloues 
oꝛdepned, but to hyde thehandes, that they ſhould not 
?appere, except it were in wooꝛke. Ly 1H 
'C we rede, that the inaydes of the citee of Milite were 
in luche a rage in olde tyme, that in diuers places they 
hanged their ſelfes, noz any remedie coude be founde 
koꝛthat cauſe, there was commaunded vnder greatte 
peynes, that they ſhulde not do it, they ſet not by pay⸗ 
nes, 1102 in dede there is no peyne ſoꝛer than death, and 
as fo: that they went to on they owne myndes. Than 


vere they watched and kepte, yet ouud they the mes | 
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nes to die fo2 all theit keepynge; Than at laſte there 
was a commaundement geen, that whyche ſo euer kit 
led hit ſelt, ſhould be dzawen naked and bare,th;ough 
the market place of the towne in the open daye: and 
that peyne onely made them a ferde: foz they wolde not 
be ſene naked: no not whau they were dead. 
¶ O incredible demurenes, aud wooꝛthy to be ſpoken 
ot, they that feared not death, the extremeſt of all ſozow 
pet dꝛeade they honeſtie in the deade bodi: and ſo was 


that rage ſeaſed. 

And moze ouer Nature hir ſelfe, the wyſe mother 
of all thynges, pꝛouydeth foz the honelite of women, 
Fo2 a wonderous caſe, Pliny in his naturall hiſtozie Pliaia, 
wziteth that mens bodies calle in to the ſea, ſwymme 
vp tighte, and women on the bealy. So nature hath 
care and reſpecte to womẽs honeſtie, and pet they them 
ſelfe ſet naught therby, 

¶ In goyng, lette the woman neyther walke duerfaſt 
noz ouer ſlowly, 
¶ Howe whan ſhe is in company of people, lette byz 
ſhewe greate fobzenes bothe in countenaunce, and all 
the — — ok hir body, whiche thynge let hit not dooe 
of any p2yde,o2 to make hit ſelfe the moze comely , but 
ok ſobze and very chzilten mynde:noꝛ let hit not behold 
men muche:noz thynke that they beholde hir. 
¶ Nowe it the men ſytte a parte, and talke together. 
beholdyng hit, yet let not hir thynke, that thep talke 
of hyꝛ, noʒ loke at hir. Foz ſome maydes and younge 
women, that haue gotten an opinton of beautie. and 
pꝛetines in theyzſeife,wene that euery man looketh at 
them only and ſpeake of them: and if any man toke at 


khem.t Joughe & be but by a 1 


> : . Full luſtes, 
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pont em; enet Tokeat their beautt, 
255 9 a 5 and becauſe they will not ſeeme 
to VEG 101 matrer,they caſte forthe ſome tryfell, 
tht eee 1d make folkes laughs. Iman 
-maye ſomettmes fee. xt: ſittinge together, whome it a 
man beholde theym, they wyll alliaugbe at ones, and 
fap.they laughe at ſome woꝛde oz 


dede of ſome of them 
eite, which is neuer a whit woꝛthe the laughenge: but 
that euerie one thynke! 


hit felke ſo wonderous. fayze 
and goodly to ſee and beholde, in whyche doinge they 
playnely ſhewe they; owne foly and lyghines. But the 
mapde that wyll doo after my cdunſayle hal not let by 

hit beautte, noꝛ iudge hir ſelfe fayze, noꝛ laughe atfoo- 

1ythe 0z1ewde woozdes, noz ſhall retoyre to bee muche 
*'tokedvpon,and to bea talking ſtocke foz yonge men, 
whan che hath moe cauſe to wepe fo: it, that the moſt 
45 ellent goodnes⸗ that ſhe hath,ſhuld be allaulted by 
craftes and ennennes, and that hir kate doeth 
——— e mens myndes vuto foule and vnlaw⸗ 
ome ſhe knoweth not, whether the can 
Se . inhand withIa hing 
| nd foz as much as we he in hande ug g. 
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Spapne a good ſaping: A woman thatgeueth a oft, 
geuethhy3 felfe:a woman that taketh a gyfte; ſelleth 
wn nn an honeſt woman ſhal nother geue 
002 tage. 
¶ Full of talke J wold not haue hir: no not amo 
mapdes. Foz as fozamonge men to be full og 
meruayle that ſome regatde ſhame ſo ſittell. tat thep 
do not diſpꝛayſe it. That cuſtome was confirmed;as 
teowe, by the decree of the deuyll, that women ſhould 
be pzayled foꝝ talking eloquently and pꝛomptiy wittz 
meu, and that by many houres together. vahat JÞ2a9 
— — ig noꝛant mapde talke with a porige m 
ignozaunte of goodnes, and counnynge en oughe in 
naughtynes. What ſhould tyꝛe # . do toge 
Mhat chouid they tal he ot ſo. longe, what, J 
of Chꝛiſte and our la by. ap, but rather of theit rom⸗ 
municacion they ſhall bee incenſed and ken died, and 
whether they will oz no, ſhall bee compelled to talke of 
their heate : and ſuche they call women of courte, and 
Itrowe well,offuche couttes as benowea dates, that 
be enen the lathers ol dutragious vice and the ſeates 
of Satangs:whiche not only a chꝛiſten body ſhalkepe 
theim krom, but alfo pagannes, it they haue any witte 
og good myude. But ye wyll paraduenture ſape. 
bt not all naught. Fyꝛſt, I cannot tel that, and thou 


they be chaſte al body, yet bee they vnchaſte of mpabes 
ey be good of body, vet be thetcomnion 
in hett. Noꝛ they ez e nothing to matze them naught, 


but a good and conuement occaſion; becauſe 9 3 
euet in the eyes and company ol man folkes . 
whertd ſhuld J S vohat 5 
man 98 Oz who ” lpkke it „but 
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as neuer knewe ſo muche as a ſhadowe ol honeſlier 
whiche wolde, yf they coulde bꝛinge it to paſſe, haue all 
women naught, that they mygyt the moze ea yly tulfpl 
theyz vnſaciable luſtes: whiche be them ſelfe dꝛowned 
vp to bothe the eares in vice, vnhappines, and vnthzif 

tineſſe, that they can neither ſee thetr owne vice, noz o⸗ 

ther mens. Fyzſt let theym put ot that curſed datke⸗ 
nes, where with they bee ouer layden: and than ſhall 
we beleue their iudgementes ot vertue. Is foz a ponge 
woman and a ponge man, to talke of loue in a cozner, 
is not mete;thoughe they were bzetherne and ſiſterne. 
¶ There mate be reherſed many olde examples and 
newe bothe, of vices that haue be dooen — bꝛe⸗ 
| therne and ſyſterne, hauing octaſion and time ſecrete. 
<3} So Amnon, ſon of kynge Dauid, deflouted his owne 
ſiſter Thamar, So Caunus late by his ſyſtet Biblis. 
¶ Dainct Juguſtine wolde neuer dwel with his ſiſter 
in houſe: e ſayd it was naught to ſee a woman, woꝛſe 
to ſpeake with hir, and woꝛſte ot all to touche hir. 
¶ Þton an holy abbot,hadde a ſiſter ſoʒe ſicke, whiche 
whan he was deſp:ed to go ſpeake with hir oꝛ ſhe died 
he cloſed vp his e pes, a was led of an other body vnto 
hir chambꝛe, talked with hit, aud ſo departed awaie. 
¶ Neyther J woulde not haue bꝛetherne to play with 
they: ſyſters, noz kyns men with their nere kyns wo⸗ 
wen, be they neuer ſo good, and chaſte, and cotinent: 
nepther to kyſſe them, noꝛ grope, noꝛ plucke at theym. 

What ſhould that ſerue foꝛ, but to type and pꝛepate 
theym tea die fo ſuche as bee moze lewde: that it they 
deſyꝛe any vnhoneſt thynge, the women ſette in heate 
chere with, ſhall thinke on fuch thinges as ſhould rous 
che their chaſtitie: Noz in a great courte J " 5 

le | mould 
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Hulde not crepe in to cozners . What wolde they care 
there, that other folkes mate notheare: if they purpoſe 
to ſpeakegtthat, that is pure and chaſte z 
¶ Herther I woulde there ſhuld be many wozdes be⸗ 
twene ponge men aud maydes, thoughe kolkes be by, 
excepte they beſo pute and honeſtez that no ſulpecte of 
vll can come ot theim. - Foz ſome men be ſo cratty in 
noughtines, and can wappe in darke ſentence, theyz 
myndes in ſuche wyſe, that they may yet be vnderſtaus 
den of hit what they meane, by that they ſpeake vnto 
hit, and yet (Hall the double ſence cauſe; that they maie 
deny that they ment lo, and blame hir foz wzonge ta⸗ 
kynge theyz woozdes, and vnderſtanding them in euil 
ſence, whiche they ſpake koꝛ no harme. And than they 
let muche by their owne wytte, whan they becuntiyng, 
in theſe craftes, thoughe they be deuoyde of all goods: 
nes, but able and counnyng enough to dooe yl. Which 
thynge dooeth not pꝛoue any great wyt, but an exerciſe 
in noughtines: whiche as Senec ſatethe, is woꝛſe, and 
nioze koule, than is a dull and ſiuggyſhe wyt. For wis 
is not to be rekened in ſubtilites and decettes; excepte 
we wyll tecken diuelles moze wiſe than aungeiles: but 
ane good angel is moꝛe wiſe than al the diuelles in hel. 
C At kewe wooꝛdes, it is good to haue very lyttell oz 
nought todooe with inen, and ſpeake very fewe woꝛds 
with theim, and thole full ol lobzenelſe, honeſty, a wyle⸗ 
dome: noz thou ſhalte not theretoze bee reckened the 
moꝛe mope and foole, but the moze wyſe.And if iudge⸗ 
ment ſhulde be geuen of thy diſpocicion, J had lea ber 
pll folkes ſhuld reken the tude, than good foikes bad. 
¶ Ten me,. howe muc he redeſt thou in all the hyſtozie 
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tomethe in vnto hir: and ſhee fynyſſhed the mattſer- 
with fewe wozdes, and thoſe wiſe and ſad, and alſo ho⸗ 
ly . She gothe koꝛ to ſe Eliſabeth, and ſpeaketh to the 

pꝛayſe ot god. She bʒiugeth fooꝛth a ſonue, which is 
god « She is lauded of the angelles, woozlhipped of 
He hearde inen, anVholdeth hit peace, gutheryng and 
9 kepynge in hit remembzaunce all they; ſaiynges. 
Math. 2. She was honoured of the wyſe men ok the eaſte, that 
1 came thyther a great wate: and what dooeſt thou rede, 
that euer the ſpake* Some other peraduenture wolde 
haue aſked of their countrey, ol their treaſure, oftheyz 
Luce. 2. JeArnyng, 92 of the ſterte: but ſhe, as became a yonge 
mayde, [pakeneuer a woozbe. She offereth hit ſonne 
in the temple: and-whan Symeon pꝛopheſied of hym,, 
gn other wolde haue aſked ſome mo thynges, oz elles 
the reaſon and maner ofchoſe that be tolde. The olde 
man tourned his ſaiyng vnto the mayde,ſpeakynge of 
hir ſonne. 10 he is put fo2 3 and atyſyng ageyne 
of mant in Ffrael,and aſigne, againſt Beebe thak 
— 1 Nl euttethy herte 
the ende thatthethoughtes e 01409 ende in 5 Jer 
maie be dpened. Some other woman wolde haue af= 
&ed, whan, how, — en 61 haue bene, but we 
rede not, that ſhe ſayde any 
widem. ¶ She loſt hir dereſt donne at H. Wehnen: and whan 
ſhe had ſought him e und at the laſt founde 
hym, howe many wooꝛdes ſaide ſhee to hym e Sonne 
why haſte thou ſerued vs ſo: Lo thy father and J 
ea 1 the — Ikter oy ” A moꝛe 
| age, at ain eſayde nomo!e Sonne 
they haue no wyne. And at the trolle ſhe was rleane 


dumme; : ſhe aſked wee 


Luce. “. 
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with whom he woulde haue hir, noz what he wolle 
commaunde hir to do, whan he dyed . Foz ſhe had not 
learned to pzattle among folkes. Jil maydes, and all 
women folowe you hir,foz ſhe was but offewe wozdes, 
but wonderous wyſe. 8 : 
¶ Theano Metapontina a poet, and a matde excel⸗ gcilence 
lent cunnynge, rekened that Silence was the nobleſt 
oznainent ofa woman. And Sophocles is ofthe ſame 
opinion: fo with ſylence both wiledome and chaſtitee, 
be lwetely poudeted. 
¶ Thou arte none attournep oł lawe good donghter] 
noa pleadeſte not in courte, that thou ſhalte ueede to 
quaple eyther thyne owne, oz thy clyentes mattper, ex⸗ 
cepte thou ſpeake. Holde thou thy peace as boldly as 
other ſpeake in courte: and ſo halt thou bettet defend 
the matier of thy chaſtitee, whiche afoze tuſte iudges 
hall be ſttonget with ſilence than with ſpeeche. 
¶ we rede in hiſtozies, that a child was ones brought 
in to the cotintnon place at the eitee of Rome, vpon a 
matter of chaſtitee, and with holdyng downe his eies, 
n the grounde, and ſtylle ſilence, dekended his mattet 
etter Nan he choulde haue done with fonge oꝛactons 
of oꝛatours. But nowe to ſpeake of women. 

K de Duſan excuſed hit felfe of the crime of ads 

nltery'with ſytence, aud not wich wookdes. Nowletce 

vs here ſaynt Ambꝛole. 

C The holy woman Suſan helde his penee,and ouer⸗ wake. 

tome hir ennemtes: fo: ſhe defended not hit felfe with 

tealonyng of woꝛdes, noꝛ with ſpeche of any atturney, 

970 eee hir kelke holdynge hir tounge, his 
ee for 

CI in the hoke of virgins he land ende wie 


— 
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keate and nyce, noz ſette hit countenaunce to crueltee 
and krownyng. nozouer ſaddeand ſo;owfull, oz dyſ- 
daynyſhly, noz dinerſly, noz full ofpleaſgunce,o2 ouer 


thynge the moſte ſhamefull : £ 
thynke their ſelfe they can no good, without they talke, 
d! elles that they bee not halle frendly, without they 
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ta maide ſhulde loue to lytie talke than to 
muche: Foz ik wowen be commaunded to holde their 
peace of holye matters in the churche, and aſke they 
huſbandes at home, what ſhulde maydes do (ſuppoſe 
you) that whyle, in whom ſhamekaſtnes garnyſſhcth 
theyz age. and ſtylnes commendeth theyz ſhamefaſines 
No ſhe ſhall not onely amonge men behaue hir ſelfe 
ſo, but alſo amonge women: moderate and little ſpech 
ſhall becomme hit. and not (hzylle, noꝛ pꝛeſumptuous, 
oz ſygne of a mans ſtomacke, no; iuigned with othes: 
whiche thynge whan it is vncomely in inen, muſt ncez 
des be in women abhominable, noz vſe hir voyce to be 


cheretulle, oz vnſtable, oz wanderynge oz diſſolute, 


ſhewynge tokens of a mynde there vnto accoꝛdynge. 


Some beſo ſubtle mynded. that amonge their com- 
panyons they bable out all at large, bothe they; owne 
matters and other folkes, noz hauenoregarde what 
they ſay, but what ſo euer cometh on theyz tounges 
ende: aud thereof commeth a fataſie to lye, whan they 
lacke trouth : and herof ryſeth the fable by theym, that 
of one rauyn made an hundzed, and of one manſlayne, 
a thouſande, and of a meane dogge, onemozethan an 


Elyphant of Inde: in ſo muche that nowe no man can 
_ Fyride woo2ds to repꝛehend that inozdinate and chame 
kull thynge with all accoꝛdyngly. Every body taketh 


the matter with myꝛthe and ſpozte, who ſo can tell a 
ome bable becauſe they 


pzatriy 
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pꝛattle out al ſecretes thep canvnto other, though it be 
tight ieoperdous. Whertoꝛe many wyſe men take occa 
lyon of that, to geue pzeceptes, that men ſhoulde neuer 
commit theyʒ counſaple vnto women, neyther to hys 
ſyſter, his mother. noꝛ his wyfe: but this is but a vice 
of ſome, and not of the hole kinde, as hath appeared by 
example of diuetſe, as that womanne of Pythagozas 
ſchole and ſecte, that bit of hz 2 owne tonge,and ſpytte 
out in the face of the tirane that did tourinent hir, leaſt 
ſhe ſhould bee compelled of necellitie, to tell that hee 

¶ Jet paſſe here the women of Mylete,whiche kepte 
they: hnfbandes counſaple at Maſſile many a dap, ſo 
longe as was neceſſary, | 
¶ Tracitus wꝛiteth, that Epicaris, becauſe ſhe was rica; 
of counſayle of the treaſon that ilo went abont; wass 
coinmaanded to bee haled with tourmentes, to cauſe 
hit koꝛ to ſhewe. The kyꝛſte date ſhe was attaſted with 
beatinge and fy2e, and that the moze gieuouſelp, bes 
cauſe the tourmentours were angrie; that a woman 
ſhould ſet theym at ſo lyght: yet fo2 all that hee ag 
not ones moued, no wolde not conteſſe that ſhe knew 
any thinge. The nexte day ſhe was bzought vnto the 
ſame peynes agayne,and was carted vp in a chayꝛe, be 
. .cauſchir bones were ſo haled in ſundet, that ſhe could 
not ſtande, and there ſhe toke a towell, that was tyed 
aboute hir bzeaſte, ⁊ faſtened it to the top ofthe chay:e 
in maner of a ſnare, and put in hir necke, and there han 
ged byit with all the weyght or hir body, and wzonge 
out that lyttell lyfe that ſhe had, | . oh 
C we reade in the hiſtoꝛies of the Athenienſeg, that 
the concubine ol Atiſtogiton, whyche re Py⸗ 
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Leenz. fiſtrotes childzen,catied Leena biname,whan che was 
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haled vpon tourmentes,to Hewe where hir louer was, 
tſheſuffced all thinge ſtill and pactently. + 
Ik that hatlottes and naughtic women did thus, 
what ſhould we ſuppoſe good women wolde dooe:Let 
not the mayde bee ouer bufy.tn-another bodies houſe, 
neyther riffle vp and ſerche euery coʒnet:noʒ deſyʒe to 
hauc dꝛ kuowe moze than folkes wil ſhew of their own 
good wyll. 
¶ANdꝛ let hit not ſkolde and ch\defoozthe abzode,nep 
ther fo: ſmalle mattters,no2 thoughe it were fo2 great 
1 ts better to abyde the loſſe ol hit goodes 
than ot᷑ hit good name, and honeſtie, and hyz ſhame⸗ 
kaſtenes, whiche thyuges ſhe qught to haue in mooſte 
ple. Is koꝛ keaſtes, great dynets, and bankettes, J 
wotte not what pzeceptes to geue chiſten folkes con⸗ 
cernynge theim, in the cuſtome that nowe is woꝛſe tha 
amonge paganes:in ſo muche that he (hall be rekened 
madde, that wyll not ſuffre him ſelfe to bee taken and 
dzawen wich the vſe ol the wozlde, but myll wythſtand 
fuch multitude ol people hym ſelfe alone, oz els wyth 
verie fewe mo./Thertfoze lette the woman geue an eate 
vnto the pagane Ouide, becauſe ſhe wyll not regarde 
a chꝛiſten mans wooꝛdes: Foz he in 1 — thoſe vn⸗ 
thaiftie rados of louing;ſpeaketh of thele commen teſoʒ 
tinges vnto plapes and fcaſtes in this maner. 
Thep tame tolee, and ene fs to be fene. 
Full muche chaſtite quayled there hath bene, | 
C Juuenal the poet, in his boke called Satirs caieth 
That no wyues, that lyſte contente and pleaſe ſad and 
honeſt men, wyll be kounde and kene at commen plaies 
daunſpnges oz other great reſoꝛte ot people. Auch 
lapth. 
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laieth, that feaſtes and bankettes be the indtumentes 
and armout of Uenus and Cupide. And to laye good 
ſothe, what garde of chaſtitte can there bee, where the 
mapde is deſtzed with ſo many eyes, where ſo mante 
kates loke vpon hir, and agayne ſhe bpon fo manye: 
She muſte nedes fyze ſome, and hir ſeife alſo be fyzed 
agapne, and ſhe be not a ſtone. Mozeouer there is 
layde great nouxyſſhement bnto that heate, by the rea 
ſon ot meate and dꝛynke ol the feaſte. and talkyng, tou 
chyng, gropinge, and pluckinge, and many other wan⸗ 
ton poyntes, wher vnto that vnbzydied Bacchus ge⸗ 
ueti libertie and boldnes, wohat mynde can be pure 
aud whole amonge al this geare, and not ſpotted with 
any thought of luſte: 

C The foalythe people weneth a yonge woman doeth 
no ſynne, except ſhe lye with a man in deede, Than 
thou that arte chʒiſtened by the goſpel of Chꝛiſte how 
dooelt thou heare ozreade the woꝛdes of Chzifte in the v g, 
goſpell, where he ſapeth: Thou ſhalt geue a counte in 
the date ol iudgement foꝛ euerp tdell woꝛde that thou 
ſpeakeſte⸗ Nowe thau amonge vounge men and ponge 
women m reloʒtynges and dꝛynkynges, howe manie 
woꝛdes flie to and fro, not onely dell, but alſo ieoper⸗ 
dous. And alſo where he ſateth: who ſo loketh bpon an 
other mans wyke, and deſyꝛeth to haue hir, he hath 
committed adultery all ready with hit in his hert, ſup⸗ 
nofe you not, that this was mente as well by the woing. 
beholding a man: And to be bꝛiefe, thou arte not chꝛi⸗ 
ſtened, noꝛ ſpitritualt, but a pagane and carnal, it thou 
doeſt nat beleue, that thou haſte a ſpꝛinge of vngract⸗ 
auſnes within thee: Ind Nr it R not, what the 
mynde be, but the body. 

„ 4 date 
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IJ dare be bolde to ſay, thatfewe ponge women, after 
they begin to ware towarde womans ſtate, come from 
keaſtes, and bankettes, and reſozt ot᷑ men with ſafe min 
des. But lome be taken with eloquence, ſome with deli 
uerneſſe of bodie, ſome with one p2op;etee, and ſome 
with other: whyche a yonge woman ſhal fynd in great 
multitude of men, ſet lyke nettes. And it is an harde 
thynge to ſcape vncaught with thoſe thynges, where 
vnto ſhe is ſome thynge inctyned all ready. How much 
were it better, not to loue thys teoperdy,than to petiſi/e 
in it, as the wyſe man ſayeth? 

¶ Uerely my mynde is, and Itrowe Chziſtes to. that 
maydes (Houlde be kepte at home, and not goe abꝛode 
except it be to heare maſle, and that well couered, leaſt 
they eyther geue 02 take occaſyon ot ſ\narynge. I chꝛp⸗ 
ſten mayde ought to baue nothinge a dooe with wed⸗ 
1 feaſtes, bankettes, and reſoztinges ot men. 

C Finally, what myne opinion is, concernynge wo⸗ 
men, vou may e know by that, that I woulde not haue 
pounge boyes b2ought vnto feaſtes, bothe becauſe it 
hurteth the ſtrengthe and the helth of the chyld, in hs 
tyme of growing: and becauſe that feaſtes be the ſp;it 
ges ok great and many vites, bee they neuet ſo ſobze 
and moderate. A chylde ſhalt ſee there many vncomely 
thynges, and learne muche naughtines, cuen amonge 
aged men, though they be tight wiſe, Vohere to ſhould 
Iſapye amonge women and menne, where after theyz 
myndʒ be inflamed bothe inwarde and cutwardly vn⸗ 
to foule luſte, bee they never ſo well keept under, vet 
wyll they ſhew them ſelfe foute and outragyouſely,noz 
wyll be bꝛidled in, noꝛ obep theyꝛ gouernour. vohat 
than wyll they doo, yt they bee pꝛouoked * 
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Than in dede there will bee nepther rule noz meaſure, 
no; any telpecte of honeſtee. | 


Ofdaunſyng. Cap.xiii. 


Owe let vs ſpeake of that th ynge, whiche ſome 
mapdes do, nothynge moze gladlip, and be taught 
alſo with great diligence, of bothe father and mother, 
that is to daunce cunnyngly, I wyl make no mencion, 
here ok the olde vſe of wꝛaſtlynge, whiche bothe Plato 
and many ofthe ſtoyke phyloſophers (aide, was hols. 
ſome foz honeſte mens ſonnes: and Cicero and um? 
tilian called neceffary foz an oꝛatout. hiche was nos 
thynge but a certaine infourininge of geſture, and mos 
uinge of the body; to ſet and moue all in comely o2dze 
whiche cratte nowe, as many other bee, is cleatie 
out of vſe. J will intreate ofthis daunſynge, that 
no we a dates is muche vſed, whiche many of the Gre⸗ 
kes pꝛeyſed, as they did many mo thinges, lome foo- 
lyſche, and ſome alfo filthy : whiche the ſage people of 
Rotne refuſed : no2 wee rede not that ener any of thoſe 
fad matrones vſed daunſynge. Saluſte wzyceth, that 
one D2inp;onta, dyd bothe ſynge and daunce moze 
counninglte, than was neceſſarie foz a good woman. 
Aliſo Cicero, defending Mutena againſte Cato, which 
had layde vnto his charge, that he had vſed daunſing - 
in Alta, where he was gouernour fo: a ſeaſon, whiche 

dede was ſo diſſalowable, that he durſte not defende 
it fo2 well done, but ſtyffely denyed, ſaiyng mo2e ouer 
that neuer ſobꝛe man daunſed, ercepte he were madde, 
neyther beynge alone, neyther at an honeſte and meas 
ſurable banket. Feaſtynges out ot tyme, and pleaſant 
ſpoztes, and delicate paſtyme, bzynge euer daunſynge 
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in the laſte ende: Do that daunſyng mull nedes be the 
extteme ot all vyces. _ | 

Bat we nowe in chziſtiane countreys haue ſchoolkes 

ok daunſynge, howe be it that is no wondze, ſeyng allo 
we haue houles of baudzy, fo muche the pagans were 
better aud moꝛe lad than we be: no2 they neuer knewe 
this newe kalſhion of daunſynge of ours, ſo vnrcaſo- 
nable, and kulle of hakynge and bzaggvuge, and 
vnclenly handlynges, gropynges, and kz ſſynges,and 
a very kendlynge oflechery . Whetrto ſerueth all that 
baſſyng, as it were pydgtns the byꝛdes of Uenus: 
In olde tyme kyllonge was not vſed, but amonge 
Kkynſefolke : nowe is it a commen thynge in Englande 
and Fraunce, If they do it becauſe of Babtyſme, that 
they may ſeme all as bꝛetherne and filterne, J p2ayſe 
the entent: ik other wyſe, Þ ſe not where vnto it pertey= = 
neth to vſeſo muche kiſſyng,as thoughe that loue and 
charitee coud none other wate ſtand betwene men and 
women, without this were their purpoſe, to ſtete vp 
their bodely luſtes in ſuche colde countreis. Uerely me 
thinkech it is a koule and rude maner. But nowe to 
ſpeake ot daunſyng. | 
C what good doothe all that daunſpnge of yonge 
women, holden vpon mens armes, that they maie hop 
the hygher : What meancth that ſhakynge vnto myd⸗ 
nyght, and nenet wery, whiche il they were deſyzed to 
go but to the nexte churche, they were not able, excepte 
they were caryed on hoz'e backe, oz $113 chatette: who 
wolde not thpnke the1w out ok theit wittes:? 5 
C J reinember, that Jharde vpon a tyme ſate, that 
there were certeyne men b20ughte eut ofa fatre coun⸗ 
trep in to our partes of the wozlde, whiche whan ow 
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fawe women daunce, they roune away wonderliye as 
frayde, cryeng out, that they thought the women were 
taken with an vnkeo tzynde of tranſy. Ind to ſate good 
ſothe, who wolde not tecken women franticke , wyan 
they dance, ik he had neuer ſene women daunce befoze ? 
And it is a woꝛid to ſe, howe demutely and ſadlye ſome 
ſyt beholdyng then 72 daunce, # with what geſtute, 
paſe, and inouynge of the body, and with wizat: fobze 
totyng ſomeof theim daunce. Wherin allo a mau mate 
ſpie a great part ot their foly: that go about to hanoie 
ſuche a fool ſhe thynge lo ſadly: neyther ſe theim ſelfe 
haut a mati iet in hande without any wyſedome, nep⸗ 
thcr.anythynge woꝛthe, but as Cicero ſateth, a compa 
mon of vices . what holy woman dyd we euer rede of, 
that was a daunſet: O2 what woman nowe a dapes, 
that is ſad and wyſe; wyll he knowen toſkyH of daun⸗ 
ſyng; and wyl not tetuſe it, if ſhe be delyꝛed todaunces 
Foz they knowe wel enoughe, ifis a foolyſhe thynge. oz 
els they wolde dooe it of theit owne courage. But they 

wyll not be gladde to come where daunſyngeis. Fo2 
what chaſtitee ot body and mynde tau be there, where 
they ſhall lee fo manp mens bodies, and haue their 
mindes entyſed by the wmdowes ot theit eies, and by 
the meancs of the moſte ſubtill artificet the dyuell. 
There ts alſo a certavnt ſaiyng ot an hole man: That 
be had leauet ptowe and dygge vpon the holy dale, 
than daunce. | | TEIN 4.281 „6000 
C Satnct Amdꝛoſe miteth vnto his ſyſtet, ſaivnge in 
th's wie: Myꝛth onght to be in a clete coniciente, and 
a g000 mynde, and not in ſpyſed bankeftes, and wed⸗ 
dyng feaſtes full o: mynſtreiſie. Foz there ſhamefa⸗ 
Tues is ill deſended, and Lnlefull abuſion ſuſſpected: 
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where the laſte ende of pleaſure is daunſynge*frome 
whiche J deſire all virgins ofgod to kepe-theim ſelte. 
Foꝛ no man (as a certaine w yſe manne ofthe pagans 
- Careth) daunſeth, ik be be ſobze, erceptehe be madde. 
C Nowe than, ik that either dzonkermes oz madnes 
be rekened to be the cauſe of daunſyng among the pa- 
gans, what than ſhulde we counte to bee commaun⸗ 
ded in the holy ſertptare: where we tede that Sayncte 
Johan the Baptiſte, the meſſanger of Chile, was put 


Nat.ua. to death at the pleaſure at᷑ a daunſyng wenche: By the 


whiche thinge we mate take erample, that this vnlau⸗ 
full paſtyme of daunſynge hathe beene cauſe ol moze 
hurte, than the franſy of robbers and murtherers. 
This deadly keaſte was pꝛepated with a kyngly lar⸗ 
geſſe and exceſſe, and watche lapde whan companye 
was at the moſte, and thanthe doughter, whiche was 
hydde vp aloꝛe in ſecrete, bꝛought foꝛthe to daunce be⸗ 
koꝛe the people what coulde the doughter lerne moze 
of hit mother, whiche was an harlotte, but to leaſe hit 
honeſtie? Foz nothynge inclyreth folke moꝛe to bo⸗ 
dily luſte, than by vncomely mouynge and geſtute, to 
ſhewe the operacion of thele'parttes,whiche eyther na⸗ 
ture hathe hydde ſecretely, oꝛ good manet and nour⸗ 
ture hathe couered: oz to play caſtes with hir eies, 02 
Make the necke, oz ſwynge hir heate . voherfoꝛe they 
muſte nedes fall into oſfence agaynſte the maicdtee of 
god. Foꝛ what honeſtie can be kepte there, where 
daunſynge is: So than the kynge delyted with that 
paſtyme, bad hir aſke what ſo euer ſhe wolde. This is 
fapnct Ambzoſe ſaiyng. 1 
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EOf loupnge. cap cit. 


One is bzeade by teaſon of company and commu⸗ 
ai with men: foꝛ amonge pleaſures, feaſtes 
anghyng hyng daunſing, and voluptees, is the kinge⸗ 
1. of Uenus and Cupide. Ind with theſe thynges 
foltz es myndes beentifed and ſnared, and ſpectally the 
womennes, on whome pleaſure hathf ſozeſt dotninton, 
C © miſerable yonge woman, caterulſ maiſt thou be; 
if thou departe out ofthat company entangled atredy 
how muche better had it bene foz thee, to haue bydden 
at home, and rather to haue bzokena legge ot᷑ thy bo⸗ 
die, than a legge ot thy mynd e; Howe de it wyilg 0 
aboute to łynde a remedy, to ſaue the from takpinge: 
ik thou bee vntaken: and it thou bee taten. that thon 
mateſt ſu ape out agayne. 
C F-wyl! let paſſe here, that hath! hee fayed by philoſo 
phets, and all ho can hrs and boſe men . Cupydes 
bone noꝛ J will writpnge of thoſe, wht⸗ 
che ſeeme to haue DG 555 purpolety. But thep? 
whome J fpake of here afoze, Whit ataybnge dos“ 
they maße of loue, callong him tyꝛante, myſcheuous 
cruel, harde,vnkind,foule,vngr? CO ee 
and cauſer of moſte vnhappynes. S 
ſapeth of koue in this taner, atter 
ſtotle and Plutat Wr p 
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A CHIRSTEN WOMAN. «£9 
innocet Uty into many feaſt ieoperdy, that he mought 
haue Sarſabe at his libertie. Salomon the moſt wyle . . 
kynge was lo doted with loue, that he fell to idolattie. ia. 16 
Samplon loſte his ſtrength therby. Medea was com⸗ 
pelled to all to cutte hir bꝛother, and ſlea hir owne chil 
dzen: and Cataline to ſle his owne ſonne ko the loue of 
Oziſtill, that he myght ryddehts houſe foꝛ hir. Many 
pounge women haue hated bothe father and mother, 
and all theyꝛ kynne becauſe they haue letted theym of 
theit loue. Many haue poyſoned they: owne mothers, 
that they myght renne away with their louers. 
¶ This inozdinate and cruell affection if one myght 
ſee it with the bodilie eyes, he woulde be as ferde as 
thoughe a wylde beaſte were bought ſodeynly vpon 
hym, and wolde renne away koz dꝛede as farre as euer 
he myght. wherfoꝛe yt thou be not enfected all readye 
with the venome of this ſerpent, call ofte vnto remems 
bzance this littell verſe. 
Lone mate be taken vp at ones pleaſure. 
But not lapde awape. 

¶ Tyherekoꝛe it is in thy power to loue oꝛ leaue befoze 
thou tall into it. But after thou art ones in, than arte 
thou not in thyne-owne power, but vnder it ,neyther 
thou canſte not ryddethe thereof whan thou wouldeſt, 
Who woulde be glad to teceyue home ſuche a gueſt? 
oho wyll not keepe him awaye from his houſe: Fox 
loue fyzſte ot all troubleth and toſſethe all thynge vp 
ſette do wne at his luſte, that hym ſeife may beate the 
moe outragtous rule, and conkoundeth and blindeth 
the wit and reaſon, that it Mall not ſe and knowe what 


is doen within, but luffre it ſelfe to be holly leade and 
O 


dzawen at loues pleaſure, 
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¶ This cruel venome,that ſo robbeth vs ofotr ſyght, 
dꝛaweth vs ouer a thouſande rockes and hilles, and 
many tymes thꝛoweth vs in to ſuche a doung ion, from 
whens we can neuer ſcape out. There is no dede ſo un⸗ 
gracious, fo cruel, ſo outragious, oz ſo ſtraunge, that 
we wyll not dooe to obey loue. Dilcetue frendes, kylle 
kyns folke. ſlee father and mother, murther chyldzene,. 
whom hir ſelfe hath bozne, all theſe bee but trifles foz 
loues pleaſure:neither it is reckned anygreat greuous 
acte to deſtroy vtterly theyꝛ countreye, to peryſſhe an 
holle realme, oꝛ tyd bp all mankynde. What temem⸗ 
b;aunce can here bee ot holines, of vertue, iuſtyce, of 
god, of deuocion, oꝛ good minde, all is but tapes, yea 
and finally thine ownehelth fo:gotten. wherfoꝛe, who 
ſo is laute enoughe, and confidereth theſe thinges,and 


doeth not his diligence, neuer to come into this rage 


and franſie, is woozthy to be kepte therin, noꝛ neuer to 
fynde ende oz meafnre of that tuell, but to bee vered 


bothe date and nyghte with the fyꝛe bzande of Cupyde, 


neither to take meate, noz ſlepe,nozſe, nozreſte, neither 


to haue any vſe belongynge vnto mankynde. 


This affection of toue taketh wonders ſoze the 
myndes of all folkes, and ſpectaliy of women. Wher⸗ 
Foe they had nede to take the moze heede, leaſt it ſteale 
in bpon theim. Foz it cometh commenly at vnwate v⸗ 
pon ſuche as will take no laboure to auoyde it, whan 
they bee in the daunger and occaſions therof, no: care 


what mynde come, but recetue it whan it cometh,.as a 
ſwete and pleaſaunte thynge:not knowynge what and 
howe perillous a poyſon, Iyeth hyd vnder that plea⸗ 


ſant face. Thetefoꝛe they ſhuld ſpecially withſtand the 
fy;lte occaſions: whiche * N of 
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loue colutifatleth, and as the Pꝛophet in the plalme 
dot he teache: Duffre not thoſe chyldren of Babylone 
to grow vp, but knock theim vpon a ſtone, and bzeake 
them on the hard firmament ot religion, that is Chziſt, 


which in the cantikels geueth warning vnto virgins, 
ſatyng. Take ye the yonge fores, whiche marte your Can. 2. 
vines. And commaundeth to take them the moze dily⸗ 
gentely, if the vynes ſhewe all redie flowers of good 
kruite. Nowe laue by longe ſpace wareth moze, and 
gathereth ſtreugth, as many other thynges dooe: Foz 


9 


uid ſaieth: 
IJ haue ſeene a wouud, that in the veginnyng, 
Mought eaſily haue be bzought to healpng. 
- Whiche bp delate and continuaunce 
Dath at᷑ter growne vnta moze greuauute. 
¶ Gyue none eare vnto the louer, no inoze than thou 
woldeſte dooe bnto an inchauntoure oꝛ a lozcerer. Foz 
he cometh pleaſantly and flatterynge,fp;ſte pꝛeyſynge 
the mayde, ſhewynge hir, howe hee is taken with the 
loue of hir beautie, and that he muſte be deade foz hir 
loue: fo2 thele louers Bnowe well enough, the vaine 
glozious mindes of many, whiche haue a great delite 
in their owne pꝛeiſes, wherwith they bee caught, lyke 
as the byꝛder begyleth his byꝛdes. . 
he calleth the fayze, pꝛopꝛe, wittie, welſpoken, and 
of gentyll bloude, wherof peraduenture thou arte no⸗ 
thynge at all: and thou lyke a foole arte glad to here 
thoſe lyes, and weneſt that thou doeſt ſeme ſo in beede, 
whan thou arte neuer a whytte ſo. Wer 
¶ But put caſe thou dooeſt ſeeme ſo. Loke whether he 
calle the wyſe and honeſt, whiche ik he dooe not, ail thy 
pꝛeiſe is nought: and it he do, what maile he hope to get 
| | | Dit _ —ofthes 
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ok the e Fo: if he hope to obteine ok his purpoſe therby, 


than hathe he belyed the. Howe hath he than handled 


this matter⸗ | 
¶ Þeſaith he is taken with thy pꝛoperties. wohat thi : 
andſateth he ſhall die, crcepte he mate haue the, yea 


there is the cauſe of his complaint. Therkoze beware 


thou, leaſte thy ſelfe bee taken alſo with woozdes, and 
petyſhe as well as he. He ſaicth he ſhall die fo2 the,yea 
and that he dyed euyn ſtrayght waye. Beleueſte thou 
that: Qa foole, let him ſhewe the, how many haue die d 
fo: lone, amonge ſo many thouſandes as haue bee 
louers. Loue doeth peyne ſome tymes, but it neuer 
ſleeth. Oz though he did die fo2 the, yet it were better 
fo2 the lette him periſh, than be periſhed thy ſelfe : and 
that one ſhoulde periſhe than twaine. | 

CJ nedenot to reherſe here,the comon ſong of louers 
which they ſing only to dilceiue, whan they haue many 
tymes not one dꝛoppe of loue toward hir. Fo2ifhe had 
ones fu!filled his appetite of the, than wolde he ſhewe 
how muche he loued the: It he had loued thy good ver 
tues, and as long as thou haddeſt liued, he wolde ne⸗ 
uer haue ben full oz wety of the. But now becauſe he lo⸗ 
ued but only thy body, a the ſhoꝛt pleaſure therof,ther- 
foze whan the body decayeth, his lone alſo vaniſſheth 
awate, and he fylled and ſaciate with pleaſure, lotheth 
the plentie. 4 | 

C There be not a fete examples thereof: neither we 
nede not to fetche them ofthe olde woꝛlde. Fox there is 
none ſo ignoꝛant, but he hath harde tel and ſene thou⸗ 
ſandes of menne, whiche whan they had abuſed yonge 
women fo2 a ſeaſon, haue caſte theim vppe in to ſome 


many 
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A CHRISTEN VV OMAN. + 51 
many that haue loued very feruentlp, haue ben turned 
at the laſt from hotte loue vnto moztail hate, and haue 
kylde their loues, oz cutte their thʒzouttes. There is no 
titee, wherin thoſe thinges be not harde daily. Woher⸗ 
foze I wonder muche of the foly of yong women, which 
willyngly dꝛowned theim ſelte in the great ſea of wꝛet⸗ 
chednes . Where of come ſo many ſtewes; and ſo inany 
harlottcs, yea that haue bene commen ofhoneſte kyn, 
( vohat is the cauſe, that ſo many ponge women lye 
pockye, and ſcabbed, in ſpittels, and laʒer houſes,and 
that yonge women: What is the cauſe that ſo manye 
go a begging, pale and ſycke but theſe meanes: wher⸗ 
koꝛe if no regard of vertue, no tegatde of goodnes and 
honeſti may moue the, it none actes ot holi virgins mai 
reuoke the, at leaſte wyſe let theſe miſerable chaunces 
ok ponge women tourne the, which doubtles ſhal lyght 
vpon the, if thou folowe on the lame waie that they 
haue gone befoze. Foz the louer wil diſceiue the, ey⸗ 
ther becauſe it is his cuſtome to diſceine, oꝛ becauſe 
that is the rewarde of this filthy loue, oz elles becauſe 
the plealurelothed by the teaſon of aboundance, mo⸗ 
ueth him ſo to dooe. | 9 
here vnto many thynges ſhall pzofyte, that haue 
benetolde in that place, where J haue intreated of the 
kepyng and ſauynge of chaſtitee: as that good fare of 
meate and dꝛynke, do not kendle and noꝛiſhe loue, nei⸗ 
ther alſo idelneſle, noꝛ ouer muche kepynge of compa⸗ 
ny with men. | | 
Lucian the Rhetozictan enduceth Uenus aſking hir 
ſon cupyde, what is the cauſe that whan he woundeth 
with his darte of loue, bothe Juppiter, Meptuns Ap⸗ 
pollo, Juno, yea and hir fclfe to his owne mother, and 
Cee Dt fynally 
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fynally all the goddes, yet doeth he not ones meddell 
with Pallas, Diane, andthe Mules  voherunto hee 
anſwereth : Pallas ſateth hee, thzetnethme, whan J 
cometowarde hir, and reſiſtetch and withſtandeth the 
occaſions. Nowe the Mules be full of vertuous reue- 
rence, and euer occupied with ſome vertuous labour: 
and lo they keepe them out of loue with their ſtudie. 
Aud Diane tenneth about in the woodes and deſartes 
and lo ſhe can not loue becauſe ſhe fiecth company, 
Fo much of loue crepeth in by the bodily ſenſes, which 
After nouriſhed with in tender mindes and thoughtes 
groweth vato moze. But peraduenture the matde is 
caught all redy: thaninuſte we ſeeke a remedy foz the 
wounde, afoc it conſtraine hir to do that thyng, which 
(hall cauſe hir euetlaſtyng repentance. 
¶ Fyꝛſt thou inaieſt be ſoꝛy, that thou haſte wyttyng⸗ 
iy thꝛowen thy ſelte in to that doungion. Noz thole 
folkes ought to be taken hede vnto, that (ate, it lpeth 
not in their owne power, to eſchewe loue. Foz ſo ſape 
ſame, whiche excuſe their owne vyce with neceſſitee, as 
though they had done it agaynſt their wyll. Noz they 
that is to ſaie, ſeme to knowe the power and nature of 
loue. Allo remember this littel verſe: Loue can not be 
thꝛʒuſt out. but it maie crepe out. Wherby, we mate per⸗ 
ceiue, that loue neither bꝛeaketh in violently, noz can 
de caſte out violently. But lyke wyſe as it hath by ly⸗ 
tel and lytel crepe iu, fo by litell and little it may be put 
awate againe. Therkoꝛe let not thy minde wander. Foꝛ 
ik it be not kept, it will run thither of it owne accozde. 
¶ Some tyme conſider thy feife, howe many thynges 
thou haſte done koliſhely, blyndly, and without wytte, 
bꝛayne, oz reaſon, by the meaues of loue: And oy 
| | mit 
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A CHRISTEN VYVOMAN, 52 
muche good tyme thou haſte loſte in it, with vnpꝛofy⸗ 
ble and koolyſhe cares, and loſte the occaſions ot many 
good deedes. 

¶ Re nember alſo how thou haſte bourried, how ma⸗ 
ny thyuges thou haſte thoughte, ſayde, yea and doone, 
parte fooliſhe, parte madde, vea and ſome vngracious. 
Remember into what miſerie thou caſteſt thy ſelfe Iyke 
a blynde body: and what a benefyte agayne thou haſt 
obteyned, that haſt recouered thy ſight, and a purpoſe 
and wyll to come vnto better mynde agapne: whiche 
thynge thou mateſt tecken to bee a great gyfte of hod, 
and thy ſelfe to be muche bound to him foz it. Ther⸗ 
foe ſette thy ſelke vnto ſome woozke, and kepe thy ſelke 


krom the ſight aud hearynge ot the perſon, that thou 


louedſt: and it he come by chaunce into thy thoughte, 
turne thy mind ſome other wap, eyther with reading oꝛ 
pꝛaiyng, oꝛ ſome good communicacion, oʒ ſome honeſt 
ſonge, oz ſtudiyng of ſome mery matter: ſo that it bee 
cleane and honeſte. Ind if he, whom thou loueſt, haue 
any faulte oꝛ vyce, call that ofte vnto remembzaunce, 
and not what vertue and goodneſſe he hath : Foz there 
is no body liuynge, but hath ſome thynge, that mate 
be diſpꝛaiſed: therafoze let that be hadſirſte in remem⸗ 
bzaunce, and conſider this, that great vices lie often 
hyd binder the colour of vertue, and many perillous 
thynges cloked vnder an honeſt face outwarde. 
¶ Beautie makethe folkes pꝛoude and diſdaynous;. 
noble byꝛthe maketh them ſtately, ryches, intollerable, 
ſtrength of bodt cruell. Therkoꝛe conſider in thy mind. 
not what he hath ſaide, that hath liked the, but what 
he hath ſpoken, that hath diſliked thee: as if he hath. 
either doone oz ſatde ought pyuyſſhly,f „ pv 
xibls 
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hozrible, abhominable, lewedly, vnthziktyly, madly, vn 


tecture, what lieth hyd ſecretly and cloſely within. Foꝛ 
therets no body, but he hydeth his faulte as much as 


he can, and ſheweth his vertue vnto the bttermoſt,and 
[fo the vertu appereth moze than it is, and the vice leſle 


¶ Moꝛe ouer, we bee dilceyued with the nere ſumilitu⸗ 
des of vices and vertues, whan euery man labozeth to 
ſeeme better than he is, and we vnwyſel v, and after the 
common opinion eſteme vertues, callyng him liberall 
that is a waſter: and hym bolde, that is foolehardie: 
and eloquent, that is a great babler: and wytte, that ts 
inconſtant, where with yonge women be olte diſceyued, 


whan they cannot perceyue the ſothe: and iudge the 


man by that, which outwardly appereth. Meyther any 
man goeth to his loue, but he ſetteth hym ſelfe foozthe 
with all his beſte pꝛopꝛetees, that he may ſeme to lacke 
nothynge, that any man oughte to haue: and by that 
meanes diſceyueth foolyſhe younge women, hydynge 
great vices, vnder a thyn colour of vertue, as byzders 
hyde the lyme with meate, and fyſſhers the hoke wyth 
the bayte, | 

¶ This ayonge woman ought to conſyder, bekoze it 
be to late to repente, leaſte ſhee begynne to ware wyſe, 


whan it ſhall nothinge auaple. Ind if thou bee cleane 
gotten out ot loue, and healed, and haſte recouered thy 


ſyght agayne, than ſhalte thou ſe, how muche thou art 
bounde vnto god, that hath taken the out of thy mad⸗ 
nes, and reſtoꝛed thee vnto thy witte. Fo2 what vertu 
ous chꝛiſten woman, o elles pagane, of anyew 
honeſtie, loued euer any other than hir huſban 
koze thou ſhalte neither deſyze thy lelfe to bee | 5 
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thys wyſe,neyther by vngractous trattes inſlame the 
myndes ol men the whiche fpze ſhall retourne agayne 
vnto thy ſelfe; Many women reioyce to haue louers, 
whole hertes they may bourne and inflame purpoſely. 
O thou vngracious woman, ſeeſt thou not, how thou 
bꝛingeſt hym into the poſſeſſion ok the diuell wpth thy 
crafte,whither thy ſelfe ſhall go alſo, there to recepue 
thy mede, where ye ſhall doche bourne, he fozbeynge o⸗ 
uetrcome of the diuell, and thou foꝛ ouercommyng him 
foz the diuell, ye ſhall both be payed your wages: Now 
the apoſtleſayeth: The wages ofſynne, is death. * 


Wow a mayden ought to laue. Cap. xb. { 


Nd pet Twoulde not a mapde ſhould clerely be 
without loue, foꝛ mankynde ſeemeth to be made 
and ſHapen vnto loue, to the entent they map be 
coupled togither in charitte, and not with this carnal 
and fylthy etthely Cupide atid.Uenus, but the heauen 
ly and ſpirituall, whiche rauleth holy loue. Whetekoze 
the mayde ſhall haue tolouethe father altnyghty god, 
hir ſpouſe Chzilt,andhis mother the holy virgine,aud 
the churche of god, with al the holy virgins. whole ſou 
les duell bleſſedly in heauen: and their names be had 
in honour here in eatt g i 
¶ She hath alſo hir owne kather and mother, whiche 
bought hit into the wozlde, aud bꝛought hir vp, and 
nouryſſhed with ſo great laboure and care: whom ſhe 
ughte tqHaue in the ſtede of god, and loue and wooz⸗ 
hyp, anFhelpe with all hir power, Theretoze lette hir 
tegarde greatly their commaundementes and mekely 
obep thetm, nepther ſhewe in 1 noz 
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ſeſture any ſtub bernes,but reken theim to be as it were 
a verie image of almightie god, Þ father or al thinges. 
C She hath alſo to loue, hit owne bertues and ſaule, 
and mpude geuen vnto god: and inoꝛe auerthe eternal 
pleaſute aud welthe, whiche neuer ſhall haue ende. 
vohiche thinges iche louie truely, the hall netiher loue 
man aboue god, nepthet ſette moze by a baudie felowe, 
than hir ſpouſe Chaiſe: noʒ tegatde moe an olde fyl⸗ 
thy baude, than the pure virgin Mary: neyther loue 
better the 'ſtynkynge ſtues, than the holy churche ok 
god, 102 the companp of vncleane woinen, aboue the 
companp ok holy virgins :no: ſtrangers aboue father 
and mother: noz hit vodie aboue hir ſoule, neyther ſet 
moꝛe by other folkes vyccs, than their vertues :noz 
myndes that lerue the diuell, aboue rhoſe thatſerue 
god: neyther theim that woulde haue hit deſtroied, a⸗ 
doue theim that woulde haue hir ſaued: noz a chozte 
pleaſure; abone toye euertaſtinge 2 Noz the milerye of 
dampned folkes, aboue the perfite wealthe of theym 
that be laued. | 
C By theſe meanes thecommaundementes of God 
ſhall bee maze eſteemed with hir,thantheconnſailes of 
a diſceptefull manne ; And rather geue credence vnto 
Chziſte, than vnto the woozdes ofalecherous kuaue: 
and tather folowe the virgin Pary, than bodily plea⸗ 
ſure: and haue him moze deare, whom ſhee hath conct= 
Ted vnto the, than whome a baudie dꝛabbe counſaileth 
the vnto. Neither bzeake the lawes ofthe churche, to 
kepe the lawes of a bꝛothell houſe, and rather chooſe 
the company oiſainct Catherine, ſainct Hagnes, ſaint 
Clare, ſainct Tecla, ar d ſainct Fgatha, than the com⸗ 
paup of thein, of whom dothe thelpfe is vnknowen vn 
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to god, and the names vnto man, and bot 
knowen bnto the diuelwU. 10 2977! 
C Neyther.fozſake thy father and mother, to folowe 
thy louer: no: geue them perpetuall ſozowe; to geue 
thy louer the ſhozte pleaſure of thy ſelfe. Neyther wilh 
rather to fare well in thy body, than in thy ſoule: ney⸗ 
ther thy body to be in toye, and thy ſoule in woo: nep⸗ 
ther geue an earerather vnto an vnthziftie tale, than a 
vertuous : noꝛ beleue the miniſter of the diuell, rather 
than the miniſter of Chꝛiſte: Foz the pleaſure is but 
choꝛte, and the peyne euetlaſtyng. at TH 


| CHowe themaide ſhall eekeanhuſbande, Kah. bl. 


T3253 wyle poete birgille, where he dothe bꝛynge in 
A -kyngeLatinus, and his wpke Amata, talkytige 
to gether with Turnus, which ſhulde be their dough» 
ters huſbande, their doughter alfopzeſent, heniaketh: 
the maide todonomoze but wepe and bluſhe, without 
ſpeakyng of wozdes :wherby he ſigntfieth,thac it deco 
meth not a maide to talke, where hir father and mo⸗ 
ther be in tommunicacion about hir mariage: but to 
leaue all that care and charge holly vnto them, which 
loue hit as well as hit ſelfe dothe. And lette hit thinke 
that hir kather and mother wyll pꝛouyde no leſſe dyly⸗ 
gently foz hir, than ſhe wolde foz hir ſelfe: but muche 


1.4 76 
« enough 


better, by the reaſon they haue moze erperiente and 


wpledome . Bozeouer tt is not comely fo a mayde 
to deſpꝛe mariage, and muche leſſe to ſhe we hir ſelle to 
longe therkoz e. l 
It was accuftoine in olde tyme amonge the Roz 
mayns, whyle that chaſte woꝛlde laſted, whiche was 
che etample of honeſtte, that whana maide was kyꝛſte 

. ii maried, 
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maried, and bzought in to hir hulbandes houle, ſhee. | 
ſhulde not goe in at his doꝛe hir lelfe, but be taken vp 
and bee catied in by other: as a token, that hee came 
not thither with hir good wyll, where ſhe ſhulde loſe 
hir virginitee, - N N 
C Therfoze whan the father and the mother be bulye 
about their doughters martage. let hir helpe the inat- 


ter fozwarde with good p2ater . and deſyze of Chꝛiſte 


and his mother with pure affection,that ſhe mate haue 
ſuche an huſbande, whiche ſhall not let noz hinder hir 
from verttzous liuynge, but rather pꝛouoke, crhozte 
and helpe hir vnto it. 3 | 

¶ And the fathers on thetr parties, lette them calle to 
temembꝛaunce, the ſaiyng of Themiſtocles, the noble 
man, of Grece, whiche whan he was aſked of one, whe⸗ 
ther he hadde leauer mary his daughter to a ryche pll 
man, 02 to a pooze good man, made aunſwete againe, 
A hadleauer haue a man without money, than money 
without a man, 

¶ Alſolette him remembze the doynge ofPittachus, 
the wyſe man of Mytilena, whiche whan a yonge man 
that had choiſe of. tt. wiues, the one of great ſubſtance 


and kynne, the other egal vnto his ſelfe of ryches and 


bythe, aſked hym counſayte, whether were better to 
mary : the wyſeman bad hym go to chuldꝛen plaiynge, 
Nowe had the chyldzen a plate, wherin they were wont 
to ſynge and repete often thele wooꝛdes: Take to the 
thy pere: wherby they ment, that moſte wyſedome was 
foʒ euery man to dooe ſo. a 
¶ tis a great charge foꝛ a man to ſeke an huſbands 
koꝛ his doughter. neither it ought not to be gone about 
neglygently. It is a knot that can not bee lyghtly los . 
Led, unly 
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ſed, onely death vndoeth it. voherfoze the kathers and 
mothers, pꝛocure vnto their doughters, eyther perpe⸗ 
tuall felicitee, ił thei mary theim to good men, oꝛ perpe- 
petuall miſery, mariyng theym vnto pll. Here is muci 
to be ſtudied, and great deliberacion to be taken, with 
good aduiſeinent and counſatle afoze a man determins 
ought. Foz there is muche werynes in matyage, and 
many peynes muſte be ſuffered. There is nothyng bur 
one, that ſhall cauſe martage to be eaſy vnto a womay 
that is, if ſhe chaunce ona good and wife huſbands, 
CO toolyſſhe frendes, and maydes alſo that ſet moꝛe 
by theim that be faire, oꝛ riche ozof noble byzthe ; than 
thetin that be good: and caſteyour ſelfe into petpetual 
care. Foz it thou be marted to a fayze one, he wpll bee 
pꝛoude ot his perfon : And it thou be maryed to a tiche 
one, his ſubſtaunce maketh him ſtately: Ind il thou be 
marped to one ot great byzthe, his kynred exalteth his 
ſtomacke. 
¶ Nowe ik thou be maried vnto one foꝛ his fayzenefſe 
whiche hath neyther reaſon,noz vertue, noʒ any dꝛoppe 
ok witte, as it is ofte pꝛoued by experience, as the wile 
man of Grece ſaide by theſe goodly Junes, where beg 
foule hoſteſſes: by like reaſon thou mighteſt mare an 
mage oꝛ a peyncted table. Canſte thou fynde in thy 
harte to be a fooles wyfe,foz his goodes : Than migh⸗ 
teſte thou as well deſyze to bee matped to an ꝓmage ot 
golde. Woldeſt thou be maryed vnto agentilmanne 
boꝛne, whiche is of fplthy and noughtieliuyng, fox his 
bloude ? as well than thou mighteſt chooſe the ymage 
of Scipio oz Ceaſar: And tn very dede it were better to 
de maryed vnto an ymage, 02a picture, oz to apeinted 
table, than to be matted ta a virtous, ozafookſſhe, os 
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mes man. wherkoze I map better compare 
theim vuto aſſes, oꝛ ſwyne, iyons, o2 wolfes, than to 
mad men. Ind in tyme paſſed, J thought it had bene 
but a fable, that men telle, howe Paſyphae the queene 
of Candy, dyd lie with a bulle: and other as vngta⸗ 
clous de des as that, whiche J haue herde ſate, other 
.- woinen haue done: but now me thinketh theim al liel 
enough to be true, whan J ſee women can finde in theit 
hattes, to tomble and lye with vicious and fpithy men, 
and dꝛonkerdes, and bꝛawlers, and dawilh,and bzain- 
les, cruell, and murderars. Fo: what difference is bes 
twene them and aſſes, ſwpne, bozes, bulles, oz beares, 
hat madnes is it to haue delyte in ſuche men, and to 
flee and eſchewe wiſe men: as Plutarche the phyloſo⸗ 
pher laieth, and kle honeſt men and good men, as ware 
ly as they wold flce from venemous beaſtes:wherfoze 
it was well and aptly ſpoken, that a countrey man of 
myne ſaide, that the nature of women was in choſpng 
men, lyke to the fetnale woolues, whiche amonge a 
great loꝛte of males take the kowleſt and wozſtfauous 
ted, but men neuer caſte any fauourto a woman, but 
fo; ſome good pꝛopertee, eyther of (ubſtance. perſon,oz 
wytte. Ind women many tymes loue ſome men, bee⸗ 
cauſe there is nothyng in theim wooꝛthy to be beloued. 
wWherby they declare the moze playnely, that they goe 
without reaſon, whiche thinges F Cate by ſome that 
haue nothinge ado with their reaſon,but al geuen and 
applied vnto their body. Igainſte whom J haue ſpo⸗ 
keen ſharpely, becauſe they dote, and konde good pong 
men, and bꝛing theim to fylthynes and foly, whan they 
wol de fayne pleaſe the women, and ſe they can not, ex- 
ceyte they goe wyde from all condicions a 8 
Ante 
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bnto men. Fox lyke as childzen, which be geuen al vn⸗ 
to ſgoꝛt and plate,neyther haue diſcreacion fo2 lack of 
age, to compꝛehende anp depe mattier, haue onely in 
patce and regatde thoſc, that can handle thepz ſpoztes 
and paſtpmes the moſte aptely. So women ſette ail 
vpon pleaſutes, and voluplies, wantonnes, and foly, 
thynke no man wy le, but thoſe that can well conuey 
luche mattiers: and what ſo euer perteyneth to wytte 
and ladneſſe, they counte folie. So theit diſcreaſion is 
blynded ſo foze, that they loue.eſteme and ſet by fooles 
and counte them fo2 great wiſe men, and abhozte them 
that be wple in dede, hate, diſpiſe. and lothe theim, and 
take theim foz fooles: In lyke maner as folkes that bs 
ſicke ofa great agewe, wene that ſweete meate is bit⸗ 
ter: and as ſowes haue moꝛe delpte in mpze and durts, 
than in ſwete flowers. 1 
¶ what hope ſhall we haue ot theim, that haue ſo fe⸗ 
ble difcreacton and ſo cozrupted ? Foꝛ mapdes that de⸗ 
{p;e and wyſſhe koꝛ ſuche huſbandes, in whom bee the 
externall gyftes of Foztune , whiche the people calle 
good, noz haue no reſpecte vnto the inwarde goodnes, 
they be woozthy to fele perpetual ſoꝛowe, and to be pu⸗ 
nyſHed fo2 their etrout ſo longe as they lyue: becauſe 
they diſpiſe that, that is the moze noble and excellente 
i dede, in compariſon of that, whiche is moe bile and 
teſle wozthe. © fooliſſhe mayde, which haddeſt leauer 
haue continuglliozowe iu golde and ſpike, than haue 

leaſute in wollen clothe, which hadſt leauer be hated 
nd beaten in raiment ot purple and ryche colour, than 
bee loued and ſet by in a courſe garmente of meane coz 
lour, It thou haddeſt leauer haue that other, take tha 
thou haſte cholen, noz bee not dyſcontente with that 
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which thou haſt wittingly taken with thine own haͤds 
C Moꝛzeouet, we haue hatdetellof ſome foolyſhe huſs 
bandes, that they haue kylled theyꝛ wyues: as Juſtina 
ainayde ot Rome, bozne ot noble bloude, whau hir fa⸗ 
ther and mother matied hir vnto ayonge man of great 
poſſeſſions, but of ſmalle difcrecion and witte ; whiche 
whan he ſawe his wy ues white necke, as (ſhe was low 
pyng to vnloſe hir ſhoone, fell ſtreyght into a ſuſpectiõ 
and teloſy otter hit, becauſe of hir beautie: and wyth a 


Kam. 6 t woꝛde cutte hir necke in ſundze, of whome was made 
fttzhts epitaphy folowinge. | 


My truell huſbande to death hath me dooen 
And with a ſwoꝛde my necke in ſundze tutte 
As J was foupinge to vntie my ſhoone 
And to pull out my pꝛetie foote, _ 
And that beſide the bedde, where J was laybe 
voſth hym not longe befoze.D harde and cruell mynde 
In that ſame plate, where as he had hadde 
Mp mapdenhead to ſhew hym ſo vnkynde 
Pet J neuer offended, wherfoze Jought to die. 
All mightie god to reco2de J take: 
And lo nowe here ſlayne J lie, 
Thus pleaſed foztune myne ende fo make. 
But fathers all, example take by me 
Juffina,as warelp as you tan 
If pe lone pour daughter tendzelp, | 
That pou ne mary hir to a foolyſhe man. be 5 


C Fathers and mothers whiche marie they; chyldzen 
Bato good and bertuous mates, doo not only pꝛouyde 
well foz them, but alſo fo; them ſelfe, Fox they get them 
ſuche ſons and daughters in lawe, that ſhalbe ſuccour 
and ayde vnto them in theyz olde age: And ik they 15 2 
A naug 
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naughty # bugracious, thet pꝛouide them of enetnics, 
CNoweof the ſonne in lawe, we haue an etample in 
the goſpell: Foz lainct Peters mother in lawe, 
ſhe laie ſicke of a great agewe, was made holle of out 
loꝛde, at the inſtante ot᷑ hit ſon in lawe. Suche it was 
to haue ſo good a ſonne in lawe, that Chi 7 
not to take vnto his diſciple 
¶ Aud ol the daughtet in lawe, we reade an i exfiple tn 
the boke of Ruth: that wham Noemy came home inte 
Fury(htr owne countrey)odt of the lande of Woab; ” 
 buſoande and hic ſonnes beinge dead, and bzou 
with hir, hir. ii. ſonnes wyues, of whom the one aller 
Ozpha by name, retourned againe to hit owne coun⸗ 
trey and krendes, but Ruth kepte ſtil with hir mother 
in lawe, and bothe cofozted hir with woꝛdes, and tous 
ryſſhed and kepte hit with hir la bout: in ſo mtiche tha 
Noemy kounde in Ruthe, dothe the loue of a daughter 
and diligent ſerutce of a lonne. Noemy had bene a wy⸗ 
dowe and deſerte in deede, ik ſhe had hadde no better a 
daughter in lawe than Ozpha was: but in as mache 
as ſhe had Ruth, ſhe was not all deſtitute of ch2tIdzen, 
neyther had no cauſe to name hir ſelfe Mara, that is to 
ſaie bytter, as hir mynde was to bee named. Ylfo after 
that Ruth had bozne the pꝛophete Eſate by hir ſetonde 
huſbande called Booz, women did make as great ſem⸗ 
blaũce ofgladnes vnto Noemp, as thoughe the hadde- 

had ol hir owne daughter oꝛ hir owne ſonne, not onely 
one neuew but as thoughe ſhe had had ſeuen ſons hip 
ſelfe: Foz they ſaied to hir in this maner: There is one 
boꝛne nowe of thy daughter in lawe, whiche thall fo 
the, and be better bnto the,than thoughe hon hadde 
amen lonn es. 
25 2 AMNowe 
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C Nowe afoze Jmake an ende of this boke, Jwylt 
auſw;cevato a madde anb a franticke opumon, whiche 
bothe maydens and wyues haue, and all the common 
people in geuerall, that thynze it is expedient foꝛ may⸗ 
des, that are come to lautull age of matiage, to be ſene 
oft abzode among people, goodiy and pykedly arated, 
and to kepe company and communicaciõ with men, to 
be eloquente in ſpeache, and counnynge in daunſpuge 
and ſyngyng:yea aud to loue hym atoꝛe hande, whom 
they entende to matrye. Foz ſo (they ſaie) they ſhall the 
moꝛe lyghtly wete with a bargatne. A mã might make 
anſwere to all this at ones, but I wyll examine it from 
popnt to poynt, to content not onely the mindes of wile 
men, but alſo of theim that be rude and ignoꝛaant. 
¶ what wiſe man, A pꝛaie vou, woulde euer counſaile 
this thing. knowynge, that yll is not to be dooen, that 
good maile come therof : and ſpecially where the yll is 
euident enoughe, and the good neyther certayne noz 
cultained to folowe commonly vpon the deede ! woher⸗ 
oze if the maide can get no mariage, excepte ſhe intecte 
hir mynde, aud ieoperde hir honeſtie on this facion, it 
were better neuer to maty:oʒels to maty onely Chziſte, 
than to marye fyzſte vnto-the diuell, that (he maie bee 
maryed to a man afterwarde. (ng gang 
¶ Nowe. ii. thynges there be, the moſte pꝛecious that 
a woman can bꝛynge with hit to g man. Honeſtie of bo⸗ 
dy, and good kame: noꝛ there is no man ſo foolyſſhe 
and madde, neyther ſo ſet vpon beautie and couetiſe of 
goodes, neyther ſo vngractous and ſo vnthziftie of ly⸗ 
uynge, but he wyll be content with any wyfe, hauynge 
theſe two: whiche ik ſhe lacke, howe can he be contente : 
Than wolde J wyt, whether mayde is the moꝛe lykely 
lc q 4:5k + 1 _ IF 
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to bee of kame ond heft dur Wyeth a cher ſhes that 
e ot good Hour, 

bideth molt at home oz ſhe that walueeh much abꝛode 
At whome there is none occacton ot puell, ag — . — 
a bꝛode euerꝝ place is full. Ind ot᷑ hir that tatteth at 
home, no man maketh queſtion 02 argument: But of 
dir that walketh much about: euety man wyll ſapſhis 
opinton: whete amongs lo dinetle ſentences a mayde 
ſhal ſoone catche à blot; w wyll ſtic e in no place 
moze ſooner than on a maydt, neither woꝛſe to get out. 
Oꝛ which of theun two doe men ſet moe by? and whe⸗ 
ther will they thinke ol moſte honeſt deamener, hir that 
they ſee eythet neuer, oꝛ but ſeelde, oz hit, whom ther 
meere in euery comers Uerilp F' thinke they will nde 
beldue, that he kepeth hit honeſtie verily wel, that wal 
keth lo oft kob ehe. And as fo; pꝛouidyng of hit matt⸗ 
age, A chinke it ſhulde be moꝛe pꝛokitable to hir, to be 
haͤrde tell of then ſeene. Fo: a maide that is oft in, 
ſhallchance eythet to ſate 02 dooe, that maiediſple 
him that ſhuld haue hit: 07 ſome of them that be de his 
coanſ àple: oz that he geue credente and truſt vneo! 2; 
Wherdy many tymes Wen e oe! arthe 
poyut ot makyng. 
¶ And where as they ſpeake of clothynge, wbere with 
to make hivgate, if ſhee bee muried but ko; that, hee 
muſte needes be hated; ,whawſhe is without them, Foz 
[Gee miftneedes\6inetynies lay awatethat wede,and 
bee with hirhaſbandeathomrin meane arale. Foz 
commoniy, as we greatly lyke them, in whom we find 
any ſpectall goodnes, that we lokednok fo: , like wy ſe 
we haͤte theim as ſoze, that diſapoint our hope okanye 
good bountte. Fo? if thou leme pyked and zopꝛe vnto 
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tabenſome great hope of thy beautie, he niuſte nedes 
—— he im lelke diſdointed 
Po zeouer coude name bothe in this countreye 
— — — ne owne, diuers maydens, whiche coude ne⸗ 
uer get matiage, becauſe that men were abaſſhed of 
2coſtely apparayle. What ſaie they: this woman 
wolde ſpende vp all hir mariage good in one gowne, 
02 one bꝛooche. Therto beinge ouereichelpapparelied | 
maydes-be rekened lyght. 438 7h 
¶ And as foz thoſe that keepe muche company with 
men; what man is there, that will not ſuſpecte pli by 
theim:: Oz what huſband ſhall ſhee fynde lo paciente, 
that will be content to haue his wyfe to company ſtyli 
and commen with men? oz wolde not rather haue ſich 
one, as wol de moꝛe gladly company with hit huſband 
alone. than with a greate multitude ol men's where 
one ſhall tempte hir minde with eloquence, an other 
with comlines of perſon, ſome with beautie, ſome with 
libertee, and ſome with nobleves: Foz as fz maydes 
to be eloquent ot ſpech, that is to ſa ie great bablets, is 
a token ot a light minde and ſewde condiciongs: In 
ſo much that he that ſhal hit, hal thinke he hath 
a ſerxpente and no wife: Foz vong men will pzeyſe hir 
vnto hir face, that is tull of talke, and a taly dauncee, 
and full of mery conceytes, and plate, and pleaſaunte, 
and call hir well manered, and well bzoughte vppe, all 
to haue hir at their pleaſute, but none to marpe hir: 
and all beleue that they maie quickely opteyne theyz 
purpoſe of ſuche one: but neuer a one will be gladdeto to 
haue ſuche one to his wyle, that holecth is applipuge 
vnto euety mans wyll: they pzevfe foꝛ the tyme al that 
thee bothe.decanle thep haue delite therin. But "a - 
ow | 
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foolpſhe mapdes could hete what men pate afeees 
watdes amonge theim ſelfeoue vnto an nother, with 
outdifimulacion;thanſhulde they knowe'in deede, 
howe hertely they pꝛyſed theym aud lyked thetin ; thep 
chulde vuderſtande.than;:that when the men called 
hir mery concepted, they ment they were bablats, and 
chatters: and whan then called theim luſtie tyzers;thet 
ment they were lyght mynded: and where they called 
theim well nourtred, thei ment they were wanton. 
¶ But ſome woldeſate here, yet by thoſe meanes they 
come by maryage :Jgraunt, in derde ſome do, but the 
moſte parte dothe not. Foꝝbothe mo be matted, and 
that alſo vnto bettet huſbdandes, that neuer g o aboute 
to tempte no man; the whiche whan then (te: — ſelke 
begiled with the women, they kyll theim vppe with vll 
— And this the matde maie de ſure dk, that 
ſhee ſhall neuer haue good lyfe with that huſbande, 
which ſhe hath gotten by wiles,andcraftes.D2 it there 
be any man ſo mad oꝛ foolyſhe; that hadde leauer haue 
ſuche a woman to his wife, than one that louethe ſo⸗ 
litariouſues, and is ſad bothe of behauour and aparel, 
and mylde of chere: ſuche a man wolde not J maty my 
doughter to: foʒ ſhe muſt nedelouelewdnes and bice. 
— moe by ſuch knackes, than by vertue and 
oodnes, 
| Tome wyll J ſpeake a fee wooꝛdes -oflone;, che 
whiche doteth all maydes foꝛ the moſt part, and ret x 
ueth thetm greatly, and bzynketh theim to muche mil⸗ 
chicfe. Foz it dothe not become a maide to make any 
ligne, that ſhe wold fayne be maryed,oz that ſhe loueth 
any ponge man to wedde. Foz it ſhe loue him afoze 


we yny him, that it beknowen, T thynke; 
Qiu but 
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but that he wyll as lyghtiyJoue another as ſheehath 
doone hym, whoine as ystMheoughtep ſhewe no loue 
vnto: neither he will beleue that ſhe loueth him alone 
ſeynge there is as great caulſe to loue other. And it he 
ſhulde mary hir, he will thinke ſhe will haue as good 
mynd to other, as him ſeife, whã ſhe is ſo light of loue. 
¶ Let eyery bodte excuſe the matter as they wyll, but 
in very deede euetry woman. that loueth any man bee⸗ 
ſyde hit huſbande is accurſed, i [he haue adooe with 
vim: and though ſhe haue not, yet is ſhe an hatlotte in 
minde. And there hath bene many; that haue loued fo 
outragiouſly, that they haue beene obedtent vato. the 
pleaſure ofthoſe men, whom they hoped ſhulde be thetx 
hulſbandes: Ind afterwarde theſe men haue diſpyſed 
and caſte theim vp whiche in my mynde was well and 
wyſely doone. Foꝛ they be vnwooꝛthy foz to bemaried, 
that date ſhewe an example vnto tholſe men, whome 
they ſhulde haue, how well they can fynde in their hert 
to lye with a mau, that is not their huſbande. Foz by 
lykelyhod thee wyl bothe do thatſame with other men 
afoze theit mariage, and iu theit matiage with theyz 
adulterers. There is no date, whereon theſe thynges 
by chaunce not in euery cite: noꝛ there is no woman ſo 
ignozant what is done in the citee, but ſhe hereth tel of 
theſe thinges. „een 
¶ J haue herd tel in this countrep, that wowars haue 
br *fofakenfoznone other cauſe; but becauſe: there 
was no loue betwene the parties afoze. Foz the yonge 
woman ſaide, they coulde not loue theim, noz finde in 
their hert to haue theim in mariage, whom they loued 
not, no knowe befoze: and thisas a great vbſe they ſay 
in Candy. what nede is it to tebuke ſuch * with 
IVR wopdes, . 
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woozdes, whiche who ſo doeth not perceiue to bee vn⸗ 
chaſte, I holde hu farre moze naughtie than they be. 
Nowe than, loueſt not thou thy hufband, becaule he is 
coupled vnto the by goddes la wes and gods comman⸗ 
deinent, but becauſe thou arte vled to his loue befgge? 
So do dꝛabbes c harlottes, whiche foz like cauſe ! 
they; louets:and thou atte not farre vnlike vntothoſe 
dꝛabbes. Ind ſo it chaunceth vnto uche women, even 
by the punyſhemẽt of god, that all the loue, which they 
ought to kepe in their mariage, thei ſpende it out afoze. 
whereof this common ſaiyng came vppe: That they 
that maty foz loue, ſhall leade theit lyfe in ſoꝛowe. 
Foꝛit chaunceth by many, that atter the heate of lone 
is once paſte, there foloweth great hate: which thynge 
ofte tymes mak eth wondꝛe and talke ainonge the peo⸗ 
ple, whan they heare tell, howe ſo great louers within 
tii.oꝛ. iii. dates fall at debate, and begynne to deuoꝛte 
o2 the bzyde cake bee eaten: oz it is no meruaple: foʒ 
neyther the fyze maile laſte, that lacketh woode:neyther 
loue that is not nouryſſhed with honeſte louynge. Foz 
amonge vll folkes, as Cicero ſaieth, can bee no ſure 
frendeſhvp. Wherfoze it is not expedient to make ma⸗ 
ryages by loueafoze hande, neyther to couple t bynde 
that moſt holy chatitee with ſo fylthy and bꝛytell ban⸗ 
des and pet muche worſe is it to make theiin to mary 
by ſtryuynge, and hate, thzetnynge, and ſute: as whan 
they goe to lawe together. the man foꝛ the woman, bea⸗ 
rynge hir iu hande, that ſhe is his wife: and the woman 
in lyke maner foz the man. | t 71 
(I neuer hearde tell of moze foolyſhencs, than for a 
womanto labout to haue a man againſt his will, with 
whome the hall bothe lyue atwynne: aud . 
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louchtr,the ſhall lyue in perpetuall ſoꝛowe. And lous 
muſte be gotten with faire meanes, and not compelled 


Foz he will neuer hee a ſure ftende, that is dꝛawen and 


holden by fozce. vohat a madnes is it to begynne that 
ſacrament of holy laue with hate: J wolde not, ſo god 
me hel pe. haue a ſeruaunt againſt hrs will: muche leſſe 
g mate:neithet it is not good to tõpell a man againſt 
his will: Ho; I woulde the woman ſhoulde be marted 
vnto hym, excepte he deſyze hit with all his hette. Noz 
it becometh not the maydes frendes to pꝛaie oʒ labour 
koꝛ a matiage, oꝛ ones to offre the mayde of their par⸗ 
tie:but the man ſhuldeſckefo2 matiage:a ſo it ſhoulde 
be done in dede, ſauyng that money ruleth and ozdzeth 
all thyng. Foz nowe they be maryed vnto money and 
money matieth. And as Seneca ſaieth, Men dzꝛawe 
they: wyues to them with their fingers. Ind therfoze 
we ſe ſo many ſoꝛy and vnlucky matiages, whã bothe 
the partees ſee them ſelfe coupled vnto the money, and 
not vnto the man oz the women. -Therfo2e bothe of 
theim enbꝛaceth and holdeth faſte it. Ind as foꝛ the 
wyke, the huſbande kepeth hir but as his concubine, 
and ſhe hym as ayoutrer:neytherloueth one an other, 
but fo2 the fylthy pleaſure of lechery: and elles either 
hateth and enuteth other. But they that wolde kepe the 
nature of thynges, holle and pure, neyther coꝛtupte 
them with wꝛonge vnderſtandyng, ſhoulde reken, that 
wedlocke is a bande and couplynge of loue, beneuo⸗ 
lence, frendſhyppe, and charitee, compꝛehendyng with 
in it all naines of goodnes, ſwetnes, and amitee. Ther⸗ 
toe let the mayde neythet catche, and diſcetue bee ſub⸗ 
tyltee hym, that ſhoulde be hit infeparable felowe, noz; 
pulle aud d:awe. by playne violence: but take _ be 
3801 ; taken 
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taken by honeſtte, ſimple, plaine and good maner, that 
neyther of theun complaine with bothe they? varmes. 6 
02 ſate thet were dilcetued oz compelled. : 


¶ Bere endet the firſte boke or the inſtru⸗ 
ctiono a chzicten woman. 


v THE SECON'DE BOKE'OF 


THE INSTRVCTION OF A- 
CHRISTEN VV OMAN, 


Cot wedlocke.” Cap. 9 


n — is no place hone to reaſon eyther the 
— 15 laudes oꝛ diſpꝛaiſes ot wedlocke. No 
© tye olde queſtions ate to bee touched:as 

2. it lo a wyſe man to wedde a —— 
i 02 the queſtions of our — wen; 


there — been Hive — haue ſoze rebuked wedlocke 
and that not onely heretickes, as the Manicheis, that 
vtterly commaunded to abſteine from matiage:whole 
errours be cleane dampned and banythed,but alſo pa⸗ 
gans, which haue geuen iudgement of the holle kywde 
of women, vpon certapne euyil, ouer muche folowynge 
the common gyle, which oe the knowlageofiatewe; 
deme the holle nacion. So the carthaginenles were de⸗ 
kamed as falſe of pꝛomiſe: So the Cilictans as theues 
and robbets:the Romapnes as couetous: the Grekes 


as inconfſaunceandyanable, 
| 18 | The 
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¶ The honeſte wyues oughte to hate and blame the 
naughtie wpues:as a ſhame and ſklander vnto all the 
kynde. And truely no man durſte euer ſo farre diſpꝛaiſe 
woman kinde:but he muſte nedes conkelle, that a good 
woman is the beſte treaſure, and moſte lucky and pꝛo⸗ 
ſperous thinge that can de. And as Xenophon kaieth, 
ſhe is the greatteſt cauſe of mans felicitee. There is no 
thynge moze fweete than a good wyfe, ſateth the wyſe 
man Theognis,Lykewiſe Xyſtus in his ſentences, cal⸗ 
leth hit mans ioye. Euripides the poete, whiche was 
ſharpely vered with. it. naughtie wyues, ſtuffed his 
tragedies with rebukes and raylynge on women, and 
he was named in a greke woozde, the hater of women: 
pet neuer the leſle he doubted not to affirme', that no 
pleaſure was like theirs, that had good wyues. And 
Heſiodus the poete,a veraie ennemp of women, ſateth: 
That as nothynge is moze tnfoztunate than a man, 
that chaunceth on an euyil wyfe:ſolyke wyſe no great⸗ 
ter kelicitee and welthe any man mate haue, than hath 
he that hath a good wyfe, "If 
- CKynge Salomon, whiche was beſyde hym fclfe foz 
women, and of the moſte wyſe,made the moſte vnwyſe, 
often tymes as curſynge his wycked dedes, he fierllye 
rebuketh women. But ſo pet that he ſheweth playnely 
by whome he mente. Foz in his pꝛouerbes he waiteth, 
that an vnwiſe woman and full of boldenes, ſhal lacke 
bzeade. Ind as a tte is conſumed ot the timbꝛe wozme, 
fo he laieth is a man ot an euyil wpfe. But loke in the 
fame boke, howe goodly and gape is the pꝛaiſe of a 
ood woman: of whome he ſateth thus, Noble is hir 
uſbande in the gates, whau he ſytteth with the aun⸗ 
dent fathers of heerth,Foztitude and beautie ſhall - 
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the rayment of an holy woman, and ſhe chall laugh in 
the laſte daye. She hath opened hir mouth bnto Wiſe⸗ 
dome, and the lawe of mekenes is in hir tonge. Mir 
childꝛen haue ryſen vp and called hir the moſte bleſſed, 
and hit huſbande hath commended hir. Many women 
haue gethered ryches: but thou halt paſſed them all. 
C Thele and mauy good woozdes hath the wyſe kyng 
ſpoken: which are app2cued and alowed of euery wiſe 
man with one affent. | 
C Nowe J koꝛce not oz thoſe diſputacions, 02 moze 
lyke ſermons, that ſharpe witted men haue made of 
wedlocke.Foz doubtles al learned men byd wed, which 
thynge tizey dyd theim ſelfe. The. vii. wyſe men of 
Grece were maried kyzſt, and after that Pythagozas, 
Soctates, Atiſtotle, and Theophzalt, both the Catons 
Cicero, and Denec: becauſe they well percetued., that 
nothynge was moze after nature, than the couplynge 
of man and woman: wherby mankynde, beynge in 
ſundꝛy perſons moztall, is made in all together euer⸗ 
laſtynge, and wherby a man peldeth agayne vnto his 
ſucceſſours, that which he taketh ol his pꝛedeceſſonts, 
and as it were rendzeth a benefyte vnfo nature. 
C Atiſtotel in his mozall bokes erhozteth wyſe menne 
buto inartage, not onely to thentent to haue chyldzen, 
but alſo becauſe of company. Foz that is the puncipall 
and gretteſt vnitee that can be. Foz thus goth the mat⸗ 
ter in deede: Ok that conſidetracion and vniuerſalle 
krendſhyp, wherwith all folkes are knitte together as 
bzetherne diſcended of god one father of all thinges: 
where with nature hir ſelte, that in all men is the ſame 
byndeth vs together with a certapne charitee: moze 


gere is that frendelhippe, * is amonge folkes of 


one 
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one faithe: and it is plucked cnoze narowebp mans 02- 
dynaunce and lawe ciuile. Foz citizens fauoure-moze 
one an other, than they do koꝛeyns: and of citizens our 
ſpettall frendes are moſte dere to bs: of them we loue 
beſte our owne kyns folke: and of kyns folke nothyng 
is moze nere than the wpfke : whom the firlt father of 
mankpnde, as ſoone as he ſawe hir, ſaid by and by, that 
it was a bone ot his bones, and fleſhe of his kleſhe. And 

Cen. 2. han there was yet neyther fathers noꝛ mothcrs, hee 
gaue a lawe, as in the name ot nature, ſaiynge in this 
wiſe, Fo: hir ſake a man ſhall leaue vothe father: and 
mother, and abyde with his wyfe, 

¶ who than can denye, but that wedlocke is athyng 
moſte holy : Whiche god oꝛdeyned in paradyſe, whan 

Mata. mankynde was yet pute and cleane, with no ſpotte de⸗ 

Luci. fyled. he choſeth it in his mother: he allowed it with 

Loan. 2. hig pꝛeſence: and wolde do his firſt myzacle, at the (o- 

lemnitee of mattage and there ſhewe an euident token 

ok his godhead, vnto the intent he might declare, that 
he was comen to ſaue theim, that were bothe loſte by 
folkes ſo coupled, and boꝛne by folkes ſo coupled. 

But J wzytenot here of the pꝛeyſes of wedlocke, wher⸗ 

vpon oftentymes moſt eloquent men haue made longe 

Termons.Foz J do onely inſtruct vertuous women. 


¶ what a woman ought to haue in mynde, 
whan che marieth. Cap.it 


7Uhat tyme a woman marpeth, ſhe Hulde call to 
remembzance the beginning ot wedlocke, and bu⸗ 
ſily coſider in hir minde and thought the lawes of 
it: # lo lhe ought to pꝛepate hit ſelfe, that ſo gteat a ſa⸗ 
crameut, arſt Inderſtaud, he! mate afterwarde fulfil if. 
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After that god the pꝛinte and maker ok this excellente 
wozke, had bzought man into this wozlde, he thought 
it vnconuemente to leaue him all alone, andfotoigued 
to him a liuynge creature, moſt like bnto him of mynd 
and ſhape, with whoſe conuerſacton and compenable 
wooꝛdes, he myght ſweetely ſpende his tyme, and ls 
becauſe of generacton, if it pleaſed hym. 
¶ And in deve wedlocke was not oꝛdeyned ſo muthe 
koꝛ generacion, as foz cettayne company ot lyte, and 
continuall felowhyp, Neyther the name of hulbande 
ts à name of bodelp pleaſure, but ot vnitee and affinite. 
God led the woman to the man, whiche meaneth noue 
other thynge, but that god him ſelfe was chiefe authoz vt. 70, 
and maker ot wedlocke. Therefoze Chꝛiſte in the gol⸗ Mar. lo. 
pell calleth them coupled of god. As ſoone as the man 
loked vpon the female of his kynde, he began to loue 
hir aboue all thinges and ſaide,' Nowe is this a bone 
ot my bones, and fleſhe ol my fleſſhe. And fo2 hir a man 
hall foꝛſake both father a mother, and abide with his 
wike: and they ſhall be two in one fleſhe. Where it is 
laide in one fleſhe, it is to be vnderſtanden one kleſſhe. 
and tleſhe after the pꝛopertee ofthe Bebzewe ſpeeche ſi⸗ 
gnifteth mankynde voth man and woman, So that 
they whiche firſte were two, man and woman, conioi⸗ 
gned in wedlocke, be made one. This is the inaruep= 
lous intſtery of wedlocke, ſo to mingle and to couple 
the man and the woman, that two (Hall be made one. 
The which thynge alſo tt hath done in Chꝛiſte and the 
churche as teacheth Paule the apoſtle, which no power 
laue only goddes power, myght bꝛyng aboute: Ok xp. g. 
neteſſitee that thynge muſt be moſt holy, at which god 
is lo ſpetiall pꝛeſent. Therefoze what tyme a woman 
N iu 5 cometh 
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cometh here vnto, ſhe ſhoulde not ſuppoſe, that ſhe co- 
meth to daunce, plap, and feaſt,but wuſt ponder higher 
thynges in hir minde. God is the oucrlear, the churche 
is the mediatrice in mariage. Foz whiche cauſe that 
thyng that is ioigned and taſtened together by ſo high 
auctozitee, Chʒiſte ſuffereth not eythet to be bꝛoken oz 
toſed of any moztall creature, ſaiyng in his goſpell ; 
That god hath ioigned together, man mai not deuide. 
Nat 10. Nowe ik it be not letull to loſe it, and that knot is not 
to be vnknit with mans handes, which god hath knit, 
Lyke wyſe no man ought to opyn thatthynge, whiche 
is (hut with the key of Dauyd ; whiche all onely tha 
Apoc.;, tinmaculate lainbe hath in kepynge. Bi 
CNowe than ſtraight in the beginninge, thou that 
arte an honeſt woman, appoynte thy ſelfe, that thon 
mayſte in ſuche wyſe bynde him vnto the with loue, 
whome god by the lacramente hathe ioigned vnto the, 
that the band mate be caſy and lyght. Noz neuer deſire 
that knot to be vnknyt, noz caſte not thy ſelfe and hyin 
bothe that is knyt with the, into greete without ende, 
and perpetuail myſery. Foz a great parte of this mat⸗ 
ter refteth in thy hand,eyther with pure charitee,mcke- 
nes, burum vſynge of thy ſeife, to haue thy huſbande 
pleaſaunt and louynge vnto thee, and toleade thy lyfe 
welthfully : oz els with thy vyces of mynde and bodie, 
to haue hym frowarde, and crabbed, and to oꝛdeyne foz 
thy ſelfe greuous tutment, whiche by death (hal not be 
ended. Thou ſhalt toyle, thou (halt weepe, thon ſhalte 
be troubled, thou ſhalte curſe the date that euer thou 
were toigned vnto hym, thou ſhalte curſe him that the 
begate, and hit that the bare, and al thy kyn,ye and al 
cheim that any thinge dyd in thy n — 
Renee 2 ou 


— OED ————— —ä—ü—ä—j—ẽ. _ 
——— — — „22 r e 


A CHRISTEN VVON AN. 64 
thꝛoughe thyne owne vices cauſe thy huſbande to hate 
the. But on the other partie, if thou by bertuous ly⸗ 
uyng and burumnes,geue hym cauſe to loue the, thoy 
ſhalte be maiſtres in a mery houſe, thou ſhalte teiopſe, 
thou ſhalt be glad, thou ſhalt bleſſe the date that thou 
were maried vnto hym, and all them that were helping 
there vnto. The wyle ſentence ſaieth:A good woman 
by lowely obeyſaunce ruleth hirhuſbande, 
¶ Plinius the ponger, whanhehadde a wpfe as his 
mynde delpzed, he was mylde and gentyll vnto hir as 
gaine, and thanked Hilpula his wyues aunt, bothe foz 
his owne and his wpues lake, ſaying: | thanke you, 
that pꝛouided me ofhir:and ſhe thanketh you, becauſe 
vou gotte hit me, and as it were, haue choſen the one 
vnto the other. 
¶ Aboue all this, that fyzſte, and (as J ſuppoſe) onelp 
chaptre of the lawes of wedlocke, that they ſhall be two 
in one perſon is the verate grounde of wedlocke, d the 
bonde of that moſte holy felowihyp. Mherkoze ik a wo⸗ 
man directe all hit thoughtes, hit wozdes, and hir de⸗ 
des vnto this poynte, that is, to kepe truely and ſafely 
the purenes of wedlocke: ſhe can not but lyue well and 
vertuouſly . Therfoze an honeſte and chaſte woman 
ought euer to haue this in mynde. Ind ſhe ſhall ſtudy 
bothe date and nyght, howe ſhe mate fnifpli this la we, 
and expꝛeſle and ſhewe it in dede:truſtyng veraily here 
vpõ, that what ſo euer ſhe be, that fultylleth this lawe, 
that is to ſaie, that tek eneth hir ſelfe and hir huſbande 


e ho kinde of vertue: and ſhe that dothe not lo, 
hall haut no vertue at all. 2 
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¶ teuerente power of the diuine woozde, whiche in 
the wooꝛdes hath compꝛehended as much as moztall 
inen gde aboute toerpzelle, noꝛ yet can not with longe 
' fermons;wheefo:e I wu make none other lawe of ma⸗ 
tpage:foʒ onelythis is ſufficient,onely this conteyneth 
as muche as either mans wytte can conceyue, oz mans 
eloquence can vtter.Therfoze the woman ſhall not be⸗ 
leue my fantaſye, but the fyꝛſte father at our kynde A⸗ 
dam, oꝛ rather obey Chꝛiſte, cõinaundyng in the goſpel 
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than hath ſhe fufilled all the dutieof a verutous wile. 
¶ This one pꝛecepte of god myghte haue eaſed me of 
all labour of wꝛitynge, it that it had entred ſo depe in 
ko womennes hertes, that they luyghte bothe haue well 

erceyued it, and beare in mynde, aud executed it. But 
owe to the eutente that it mate ſtycke moze faſte, and 
rowe moꝛe ſurely, it muſte bee tourned and handled 
ſauy wates;and be made in many factons,;and ſo bee 
kerte akoꝛe their eies, and taughte vnto theim, that theft 
maie bothe take and kepe it the better. Not withſtan⸗ 
dynge a wiſe woman (Hall remembꝛe, that all that euer 
TJ ſate is dut one pꝛecepte as it were one man in diyers 
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& Monge all other vertues of a maried woman, 
2 ewotherSoticchte to bee moſte ſpeciall and great⸗ 
keſtꝛthe which onely if ſhe haue theim, maie cauſe 
matiage to be ſure, ſtable, durable, eaſy, lyght,ſwete, 
and happy: and againe, it the one bee lack chali 
be vuſute, peynkull, vapleaſant, and intollß able, yea 
and kull of miſery, and wzetchednefle. Thel | 
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_ a chꝛiſten woman. Iv. 
kues, that I meane, be chaſtitie and great loue towarde 
Hil hulbande. The fyꝛſte ee muſte bꝛynge with hir 
2th of hir fathers houſe, The ſeconde, che muſt take af 
ter the is ones entred in at hir huſbandes doꝛe, and both 
father and mother, kynsfolkes, and al hir frendes lette, 
che chal reken to fynde al theſe onely in hir hulbande. 
And in bothe theſe vertues the ſhall repꝛeſent the image 
of holy churche: whiche is bothe moſte chaſte and moſt 
faithefully doth keepe trouthe and pꝛomile vnto hir 
ſpouſe Chꝛiſte: whiche beynge ſolicited, and laboured 
within of ſo many wowers, that is ſo ſaie, chziſten fol- 
kes, that haue been commune heretykes, and beſyged 
without of pagans 2nd Jewes : yet neuer hath been 
wonne noꝛ coꝛrupted:and hath euer rekened al hir good 
and treaſure to reſte in hir onely ſpouſe Chʒꝛiſte. 
C A maryed woman oughte to bee ot greatter chaſtitee 
than an vnmaryed. Foz if that thou than pollute and 
defyle thy chaſtitee, as god foꝛbede thou chuldeſt, herke 
J pꝛaie the, howe many thou ſhalt offende and diſpleale 
at ones, with one wicked deede: owe many reuengers p 
thou alt pꝛouoke againſte the. They be ſo many and 
ſo heynous , that amonge ſome a man can make no dit 
ference,but I Hall gether them without any oꝛdze, and 
ſet theim betoze thine eies. a by 
Cfyzſte thou offendeſte two, whiche ought to bee vn- 
to the bothe moſte in pꝛice, and mooſtedeareand beſte, 
that is to ſaie, almyghtie god, by whoſe meanes ye were 
coupled togyther, and by whole diete thou halte made 
other to kepe the purenes of body. And nexte vnto god 
thou offendeſt thyne hulbande: vnto whom onely thou 
haſte geuen thy lelfe: in whome thou bꝛeakeſt all loues 
and charitees, if thou ones bee defyled * thou — 
* nto 
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vnto hym as Ene was vnto Adam: that is to ſaie hys 
doughter , his ſiſter, his companyon ,aud his wyte,and 
ag I myghte ſaie, an other hym ſelte , Wherfoze thou 
deſperate woman, that haſte abuſed thy ſele ſo , thou 
fareſt in lyke maner , as thoughe thou haddeſt ſtran⸗ 
gled, deſtroyed, oz murthered thy ſelfe, Thou haſt bꝛo 
ken the greatteſt bande that can be in the wozlde:Thou 
haſte bzoken , thou falſe woman, the moſte holy bande 
of temperall lawe: that is to ſaie, thy faythe and thy 
trouthe, whiche ones geuen, one ennempye in the kielde 
will kepe to an other, thoughe he chulde ſtande in daun 
ger of death, and thou like a falſe wzetch doeſt not kepe 
it to thyne huſbande : whiche oughte to bee moze deare 
vnto the by ryghte, than thy ſelfe. Thou defyleſt the 
moſte pure churche., whiche holpe to couple the, thou 
bꝛeakeſt woꝛldely company: thou bꝛe akeſt the lawes: 
thou offendeſte thy countreye: thou beateſt thy father 
with a bitter ſcurge : thou beateſt thy ſoꝛowfull mo⸗ 
ther, thy ſyſters, thy bꝛetherne, thy kyns folkes, aly⸗ 
ances, and all thy frendes: thou geueſt vnto thy com⸗ 
panions an example of miſchiete, and caſteſte an euer⸗ 
laſtynge blot and ſhame vpon thy kynne: thou , lyke a 
cruel mother. caſteſte thy childzene in ta ſuche a neceſſi 
tee, that thei can neuer here ſpeake of theyꝛ mother with 
out ſhame, noꝛ of theyꝛ father, without doubtynge. 

What greatter oltence can they dooe: oꝛ what greatter 
wyckednes can they intecte thepmſelfe withall that de- 
ſtroye theyꝛ countreye, and peryſthe all lawes and iu⸗ 
ſtice, and murther theyꝛ fathers and mothers, and fy- 
nally defyle and marre all thynges, bothe ſpiritual and 
fempozall : what good ſaincte, oꝛ god, oꝛ what man 
thynkeſte thou can fauour the, that dooeſt ſo : All thy 
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tountrey it ſelfe thy parentes, all thy kynſfolkes, and 
thyne huſbande hymſelfe hall damne and puniſthe the: 
Almighty god wyll auenge molt rigozioully his maie⸗ 
ſtee ſo dilpleaſed and offended of the. 
¶ And knowe thou this woman, that the chaſtitee and 
honeſtie, which? thou haſte, is not thyne, but commit 
ted, and betaken vato thy kepinge by thyne huſbande, 
Wherfoze thou dooeſt the moꝛe w2onge , to geue awaie 
that thynge , whiche is an other bodyes , without the: 
owners licence. Andtherfoze the maryed woman of 
Lacedemon, whana ponge man deſyzed of hir that 
vnhoneſt thynge , anſwered hym : J wolde graunt the 

thyne aſkynge yonge man, ik it were myne — to 
geue that thou aſkeſte: but that thynge , whiche thou 
inoldeſte haue, whyle J was vnmaryed F emadehom 
thers , and nowe is myne huſbandes . She 
a mery and a wyſe anſwere. But Ow aule ſpeketh 
full wyſely foꝛ the monicton of good women, wohere he 
teacheth the churche of god, ſaiyng: A woman hath no . ces. vi 
power of hir owne 750 but hir huſbande,Whiche fat- 
ynge ought ſo muche to keepe a woman. mY he 
to vnaracious, frome all nene 
guſtine dothe —_ — 1 — 
woman, without hir — — contente with the 
ſame. Wher koꝛe there is an holy man whether it bee 
ſapncte Hieronym, eoꝛ ſome other J wotte not wel that 
dilpꝛeyſeth one Celantyne a vertuons woman and a 
good wyfe, becaule thee auowed perpetuall chaſtites 
without hirhuſbandes conſent . Foꝛ à woman hathe 
no. power on hir owne body, no not vnto the goodnes 
CKowetha lette eu ſider, what 1 
owe than lette euery man conlider, ycence 
| O. . che hath 
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unt. xir · à man. Chꝛiſte in his golpell, where he wolde al- 
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che hath: that whyle vnto the naughtines of mylbeha⸗ 
uyng hir body: che is diſcommended foꝛ chaſtitee, hir 
huſvande not beynge of counfel;Nowe than, what hall 
the haue, that committeth adultery agaynſt hir hulban⸗ 
des wil: erke what woꝛdes this holy man ſaieth: But 
this J haue vnderſtande alſo, whiche trowbleth and 
greueth me not a lyttell, that thou haſt taken vpon the 
that good purpoſe ofchaſtitee , without thine huſban- 
des wyll, cleanecontrarye to thecommaundemeute'of 
the apoſtle: whiche in this caſe: commaundeth, not 
onely the wyfe to be ſubtect to the hulbande, but iſo 
the huſbande to the wyfe. The wykecſaithe he) hath no 
power on hir own? body, but hir huſbande : Lyke 
wyſethe huſbande hath no power or his otone bodye, 
but his wpke: and chou as though thou haddeſt 4oz- 
gotten the bonde of mariage nor remembꝛyng thy bar⸗ 
gayne and pꝛomyſe, haſt made a vowe of chaſtitee to 
god, thyne hulbande vnknowynge, but it is ieoperdy 
to p2omple that, the whiche is in an others power. 
And J can nof thynke that gykte very pleaſant bnto 
god, where one geueth awaie that, whiche perteyneth 
vnto two. Thus laieth this holye man. Whiche if he 
take vp lo ſharply, this vertuons woman foꝛ an holy 
thynge geuynge, whiche was not in hir power foꝛ to 
geue, what wooꝛdes ſuppoſe ye, wolde he vſe, in rebu⸗ 
kynge a wicked oꝛ atylthy deedte 
CInd that thou mailte vnderſtande moꝛe playnely, 
howe great a vice adultery is rekened, bothe of god 


gates that men wan Keepe their wyues', noz denozſe 
om theim foꝛ none occaſion : yet he dooeth except ad⸗ 
his wife, 
though 


ultery. Therloꝛe a man muſt be content with 
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though he be a dꝛonkard, though che be iteful, though 
ſhe be 'ſhaewde ,a walter; a glotten a vacabonde , a 
ſtzowider a rayler: onely an adulterar is at a mannes 
lybertee to toꝛſake. Alſo the other vices be diſpleaſant 
in dede, but yet they mate be ſulfred : but che that bzea- 
keth the pꝛomiſe or wedlocke , is intollerable. Wher- 
foꝛe Homer the poete , amonge the curſpnges and ban- 
nynges, that he geueth vnto certayne men putteth this 
fo2 one of the ſoꝛeſt: I pꝛaie god laieth he) their wyues 
moughte medle with other men. Alſo Job pꝛapeth, 
that it euer he laye in waite to dooe his frendes diſplea⸗ 
ſure, this mis foꝛtune myght lyght vpon hym, laiyng: 
J pꝛaie god my wyfe mate be an other mans harlotte: 
and other men mought lye downe vpon hir. | 
C And theſe poyntes dydde not onely holye ch2yſten 
women vuderſtande, but alſo pagans :v8f whome there 
were ſome, whiche after they were roꝛrupted, thought 
them ſelfe vnwooꝛthy foꝛ tolyue , as Lucrecia, wife vn 
to Collatyne: whole acte is moſt famous, foz the mar⸗ 
uailous loue that ſhee had vnto chaſtitee, and manye 
mo. whiche leftethey ſhulde loſe their chaſhitee , peryl⸗ 
ſhedtheimſelfe,/ 4 711 10 0oge 
¶ What tyme the citeeof Athens was wonne by Lt- 
ſander the kynge of Lacedemon, and. xxx. tyzantes 
were lette to gouerne the citee, and then ruled moſte 
pꝛoudely and hautely , and iaped and mocked che ho- 
neſtie of many women, the wyfe of Hi llewe 
hir owne lelfe to eſcape, that che chulde not be at their 
filthy pleaſure, 
C Allo the wyues ok the Almans , 'whome Caius 
Marius had ſlaine an infynyte multitude , deſyꝛed 
hym , that they myght bee geuen vnto the religious 
ES S. iij. maydeg 
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maydes of Rome, called the virgins of Meta, ſaiyng. 
that they wolde lyue as chaſtly as they ſhuld .Whiche 
thyng whan they coulde not obteyne of that harde ſto⸗ 
macke of Marius, all in the nyght.nexteenſuyng. han 
CAlloin the warre , whiche the people of Phoces had 
with the Thellaltans, and the Theſſalians came into 
their countrey with an incredyble power. Deiphantus 
the chiete captayne of the Phoceans , counſailed the 
people to go agaynſte their ennemyes: but as foz chil⸗ 
Dꝛen, their wyues,and aged men, with other, that were 
not able to beare harneyes, to hut theim vp in ſome ſe⸗ 
crete place, and to bꝛynge them plentie ot woode and 
ſtrawe, that it the hooſte were ouer come , they there 
myghte burne theym ſelfe .. Nowe whan moſte parte 
ot the people conſented to the ſame , there roſe vp an 
aged man, whiche lated Jt were well dooen to wyt the 
— 2 wyl in that matter: that if they agreed therto 
than chulde it ſo be: it not, he ſaied it was vnreaſona⸗ 
ble, to appoynte theim ſuche a thynge agaynſte theyz 
wyll . Where vpon the women were krampned, whiche 
anſwered all together, that they were very wel agreed. 
with Deiphantus counlaile, and alſo gaue hym great 
thankes ; becauſe he had ſo well pꝛouided foz the ſafe- 
garde ofthepmandioftherr.countrey . And vpon this 
purpoke they were conueyed into a ſecret place. Howe 
be itthe Photians returned agayne with the victozy: 
noz J doubte not, but it was thzoughe the meryt ofthe 
good women. Ind thus dyd pagans , whiche lyued in 
the obſcuritee and darkenes of ignoꝛaunce . Wherfoze 
chziſten folkes mate be the moꝛe achamed, whiche bee 
redemed with the bloudofour loꝛde, waſſhed m= ba- 
{251i me, 
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ptiſme, inſtructed with doctrine , and illumined with 
Iyghte, 

CHow ſheſthat dehare hyz leike vuto hy: huldand, Cap.trtt, 


T were a longe mattter and harde to expꝛeſſe, 
and therto wonderous, if J Gould reherle euery 
point of the wiues duetie vnto hir hulband: Our 
lo2de compꝛehendeth it in the goſpell with one woody 
Therfoze let vs remembꝛe, howe we haue lated betoze, 
that che is as one bodye with hir huſbande -, Whertoze 
He ought to loue hym none other wyle than hir ſelfe. 
J haue ſaied befoze, and ofte hall againe: Foz this 
is the greatteſte vertue of a maryed woman: this is 
the thynge, that wedlocke ſignifieth, and commaun⸗ 
deth, that the wyfe ſhoulde reken to haue hir huſbande 
foz bothe father, mother, and bꝛethꝛene, and ſyſters like 
as Adam was vnto Eue, and as the mooſte noble and | 
chaſte woman Andꝛomache (ated hir huſbande Hectoz | 
was vuto hir, in theſe woꝛdes. s 
Thou art vnto me bothe father and mother 

Myne owne deare huſband,# welbeloued bzother, 
C And it it be true that men dooe ſate, that frendchyp 
maketh one herte ot two: muche moꝛe truely and effe- 
ctually ought Wedlocke to dose the ſame, whiche farre 
paſſeth all maner bothe frendHyp and kynred. Ther- 
foze it is not ſaied, that wedlocke dothe make one man, 
oꝛ one mynde, oꝛ one body of two, but clerely one per⸗ 
ſon. Whertoze the wooꝛdes that the man ſpake of the 
woman, ſaiyng: Foꝛ hit ſake a man chold leaue both fa⸗ Sf. 
ther and mother, and bide with his wyfe:the ſame woꝛ⸗ Har, c. 
des the womanne oughte bothe to ſaie and thynke 

with moꝛe reaſon. Foz all thoughe there be one mays 
of two, 
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of two yet the womã is as daughter vnto hir huſbande, 
and of nature moze weaker . And therefoze ſhe nedeth 
his ayde and ſuccour, Wherfoze if che be deſtitute of hir 
huſbande , deſerte, and leftealone , che mate ſoone take 
hurte and wꝛonge. Therfoze if che be with hir huſband 
where he is, there hath the bothe hir countrey,hir houle, 
hir father, hir mother, hir frendes, and all hir trea- 
ſure, Or the whiche thynge Yipſicratea , wyfe vnto 
Mithzidates the kynge of Pontus, gatic good exam: 
ple, whiche folowed hir huſbande in mannes appa⸗ 
raile, whan he was beaten and dꝛyuen out of his lande, 
fleeynge ſtyll frome one place vnto an other, not hauing 
where to reſoꝛte oꝛ abyde, and where ſo euer he was, 
chee accumpted there to bee hir ryches , hir realme, 
and hir countrey . Whiche thinge doubtles was the 
1 coumtoꝛte and eaſe of his ſoꝛowe and ad⸗ 
uerlitee, 
¶ Flaccilla, wyfe vnto Nomus Pꝛiſcus: and Egna⸗ 
tia Miximilla, wyfe vnto Glitio Gallus, bothe folo- 
wed their hulbandes out of their countrey, whan they 
were baniſſhed , with great loſſe of treaſure and pol⸗ 
ſeſſions : Andtheyrekened theyz huſbandes farre a⸗ 
boue al thoſe thynges vnto theym , Wherefoze theyz 
names were had in great honour. | | 
¶ Allo Tauria deſerued no leſſe commendacton , whi⸗ 
che whan hir huſbande was outlawde , hydde hym vp 
betwene the ſelynge and the roffe of hir chambze no mo 
of counſaile but one mayde and hir ſelfe: and ſo ſaued 
his lyfe with hir owne great ieoperdy. 
(Also Sulpitia, wyfe vnto Lentulus, whan hir mo- 
ther Tullia watched hir diligently, leaſte , che choulde 
folow? hir huſbande, that was banyſſhed, che — 
Toe 1 pon 
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vpon her pooꝛe raymente, and ſo with two mayde ſer⸗ 
nauntes, and as many men ſtale away, and came to hir 
houlbande: noꝛ refuſed. to banyſhe hir owe ſelte toz 
his ſake , that hir houſband myght le in his outlaury, 
hir faithfuineſſe towarde hym. And there haue bene 
very many, that had feuer bee in leoperdy theim ſelte, 
than their houſbandes ſhoulde. 
¶ The wite of Fernando Gonzalis the erle of Caſtile; 
whan the kynge o the Legyon of Germany , whiche 
is a citee in the parte of Spainecalled Juſtury, hadde 
hir houlbande in pꝛiſon, chee came vnto hir houſbande, 
as it were to viſete hym , and there counſatled hir houl 
bande to chaunge raunent with hir, and ſteale his way 
and leaue hir in the ieoperdye that ſchulde falle: and ſo, 
he dyd. Wherfoze the king wondꝛing vpon that great 
loue of hirs towarde hir huſband , pꝛayed god to ſende 
him and his childꝛen ſuche wyues, and ſoo lette hir go 
ageine to hir huſband. 
¶ There was allo an nother of the ſame kpnredde, 
whiche was maryed vnto a certepne kynge of Eng- 
lande, that what time hir houlbande in warre 
the Sy2yans , hadde catched a great wounde in his 
arme with a venomed ſwoꝛde, and fo tame home in to 
his owone countrey, noꝛ coude neuer be healed, ercepte 
that venome and matter were ſucked out: The kynge 
ſeyng, that who ſo euer choulde do that dede, were in 
ieoperdye of their life , wolde ſuffre no man to take it 
vpon hym , Wherfoꝛe in the night, whan he was a 
liepe, his wife loled the bandes of the woundes, fyꝛſte 
hir houlbande not perceyuynge, and after warde diſ- 
ſemblynge, and ſo by lyttell and littel ſucked and ſpits 
1280 out the poylon, and pꝛepared * wounde curable 
and 
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| The inſtruction of wy 
and redy to thephiſicion , Wherfoze J am very ſozye, 
that J haue not the name ot that noble woman,whiche 
were wozthy to be commended with moſte eloquente 
pꝛeyſes. Howe be it, it is not vnſpoken of, foz it is red 
in the actes of Spayne, whiche Nodericus the biſhope 
of Tolet dyd wzyte: From whence J hal ones tran⸗ 
ſlate with honourable mencion of hir. at une 
C.Lykewyſe vpon a ſeaſon men of Tyꝛhena , come a 
great meny out of theyꝛ yle vnto Lacedemon, whome 
the Lacedemonyans ſuſpected to go aboute ſome ſub⸗ 
tilitee , and there vpon ſette them in holde, and iudged 
them to dye. Whertoꝛe their wyues gate lycence of the 
kepers foꝛ to ga in vnto them, as it were to viſete and 
comfozt them: and there chaunged raiment with them, 
and ſo they in the womens raymente and their taces 
couered , as the cuſtome of the countrey was, eſcaped a 
way, and lefte theyz wyues behynde theym : whome 
afterwardes. wtth their childzen to gether they recoue- 
red ageyne, and put all the Lacedemonyans in feare, as 
Plutarke wꝛyteth. 
C Moꝛeouer Admetus the kynge of Theſſaly, hauyng 
à diſeaſe raynynge vpon hym, whiche coulde neuer be 
healed without the deathe of an other body, coud fynde 
ne hs wolde gladly dye foz his ſake, but his wyke 
e 
¶ Alſo manv there haue bene, whiche after their houl⸗ 
bandes deathe, wolde in no wiſe abyde on lyue. Lao⸗ 
damia , after ſhee had harde tell, that hir houlbande 
Pꝛotheſilaus was ſlayne at Troy of Hectoꝛ, thee kylde 
hir ſelfe. And Paulina, wyfe of Senec, woulde fayne 
haue dyed with hir houſband., and had hir veynes cut, 
as he had, but che was letted by Mero, and holden — 
ga pn 


achziſten woman, Itr, 
gaynſt hit wyll , tyll hir armes were bounde, and hir 
bloud ſtopped : no2 He lyued not many yeres after: 
And while ſhe was aliue, was ſo pale and lo leane with 
ſoꝛowe, that the was a wonder to euery man to loke v- 
pon: and in al the ſtate ot hir body ſhewed maniteſt to⸗ 
kens of the kynde loue that che had to hir huſtande, 

¶ The doughter of Democton, the chiefe man of Areo⸗ 
pagites, a yonge maio, whan the harde tel ofthe deathe 
of hir ſpoule Leoſthenes, che ſlewe hir ſciſe affirmyng, 
that all though the was vntouched, yet becauſe che was 
maried vnto hym in mynde, che chulde bean aduiterer, 
if che maried vnto any other after wardes. 

¶ Olde weyters of ſtoꝛpes tell, that Halcione wolde 
not abyde on lyue after the deathe of hir houſbaude 
Ceyx: And therfozeſhe lepte downe in to the ſea , The 
fables of poetes, whiche were made to inſtructe our ly⸗ 
uynges, adde moꝛe vnto the tale, that they were chan⸗ 
ged into byꝛdes called Alciones: and ſo well beloued ot 
the goddeſſe Thetis, that whan ſo euer theſe byꝛdes 
buylde, there is great calmenes in the ſea and fayze we 
ther in the ayze:and that chaunceth yerely at certeyne 
tymes. Whertoze thoſe daies be called in laten Haicioni, 
that is as you wold ſay, the Halcyon byꝛdes dayes: and 
that gyfte they ſay, the goddis gaue foz the gret loue ot 
that woman toward hir hulbandy, « | 
¶ Euadna, whan che kept the funerall of hir huſband, 
ſhe lepte in to the fyꝛe, and folowed hir huſband, | 

¶ Cecinna Petus had a wyfe called Arria, this Ce⸗ 
tinna, whan he had ryſen in battayle with Scriboni⸗ 
an agaynſt Claudrus the emperour, and was bzought 
to Rome, Arria deſired the ſouldiours to let hir wayte 
vydn hir hulbande as a ſeruaunte: _ thing _ 
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they wold not ſulkre, che hyzed a kiſchers bote, and fa- 
lowed the great ſhippe. And within a fewe dates after 
the death or hir huſband, killed hir ſelte at Rome: and 
yet had hea doughter on liue, maryed vnto Thzealea, 
the moſt noble and wyſeſt man in his tyme. 
¶ Poꝛcia doughter of Cato, wyfe vnto Marcus Bꝛu⸗ 
tus, whan hir huſbande was ſlaine, che ſought foꝛ hir 
owne death, and whan weapons were taken from hir, 
che thꝛuſt hote coles in hir mouthe, and choked hir ſelfe, 
CPanthia , wyfe ot kynge Sulſpus kepte hir taythe 
vnto hir hulbande beynge in captiuitee, and ſpended 
out all hir goodes foꝛ his lyfe: And whan he was ſlaine 
in battaile, che dyed voluntarily after hym, E 
The doughter of Julius Ceſar, whiche was ma⸗ 
ried vnto Pompey the great, whan one bꝛought vpon 
a time home out of the feelde a cote of hir houſbandes 
be bloded, Che ſuſpectynge that hir houſbande had be 
wounded, tell to the grounde in ſwounynge , and al⸗ 
moſte dead: with the whiche a flyghte ol hir mynde, cher 
fell in labour of childe aloꝛe hir tyme, and ſo died. | 
C Alco coꝛnelia, the laſte wyfeof the ſame-Pompey, 
ſaied: It was ame foꝛ a woman, that coulde not dye 
with only ſoꝛowe, whan hir huſbande was ſlaine. 
C Irthemilia the queene of Lyde, dyd dꝛynke the 
alches of hir hulbande, after his death, beraule foz very 
— wolde haue hir owne body to be hir houſban⸗ 
E gràue. | | #9; 1498 
C Theſe great thynges haue J reherſed., that women, 
that be nowe adayes, mate be aſhamed,whiche wil nof 
endeuour theym ſelfes to perfourme other moze eaſy 
thynges , Whertoze their crueltee and wickednes is 
moze intollerable , that can fynde in their hertes - ſee 
| EL Vp 
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their houſbandes lpe in trouble damage and woꝛdly 
ſhame, and all the ſozow that can be, fo a ſmal ſumme 
of money, whan they haue enough in ſtoꝛe to ryd them 
out oc daunger. O herte moze harder than any beaſte. 
that canſte ſuffre thy bloud, thy body, and thyne owne 
ſelte on thy houlbandes parte, to be ſo vered . Dout- 
les the lawes that ſuſtre this iniquitee , haue moze re⸗ 
garde of mony than teythe oz conſcience , But thys 
maner hath been lefte vs of the pagans, with many o⸗ 
ther whiche abyde moze ſurely in vs than the lawe of 
Chꝛiſte dothe allowe : whiche commaundsth vs to lay 
fozth bothe clothynge , metall, and what treaſure ſo e⸗ 
uer we haue in ſcoze, not onely the wife foꝛ hir huſ- 
bande but alſo one chziſten man foꝛ another, bee he 
neuer ſo vnknowen. Whertozelette the woman vn- 
derſtande, that It che wyll not ſpende all hir lubſtance 
to ſaue hir huſbande frome neuer ſo littel harme, he 
is. not wozthy to bare that name, neyther of a good, 
noꝛ chꝛiſten woman, noꝛ ones to be called a wyfẽ. Nei 
ther I wolde that che ſhulde loue hir huſbande ag one 
loueth his frende, oꝛ his brother, that is to ſay, I wil 
that thee hall geue hym greate woꝛchyppe, reuerence, 
great obedyence, and ſeruice alſo: whiche thynge not 
only the example of the olde woꝛld teacheth vs. but alſo 
all lawes, bothe ſpyrytuall and tempoꝛall, and Nature 
hir ſelfe crieth and commaundeth that the woman hal 
be ſubtecte and obedyent to the man. And in al kindes 
of beaſtes the females obey the males, and waite vpon 
theym, and fawne vpon theim, and ſuffre theim ſelfe to 
be coꝛrected of theim: whiche thynge Nature chewethe 
muſte be, and is conuenient to be doone. Whiche, as 


Ariſtotel in his boke of beaſtes heweth , hathe geuen 
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leffe ſtrength and power vnto the females ot all kyndes 
of beaſtes, than to the males, and moe ſoft fleche, and 
tendꝛe herte. 6 44 
¶ Moꝛe ouer, theſe partes, whiche nature hath geuen 
fo weapons of defence vnto beaſtes, as tethe, hoznes, 
ſpozes , and ſuche other, the moſte parte of females 
lacke, whiche their males haue, as hertes and bozes, 
And ik any females haue any of theſe , yet be they moꝛe 
ftronger in the males, as hoznes of bulles be moze 
ſtronger than of kyne. In all the whiche thynges Na- 
true ſheweth, that the males dutie is to ſuccoure and 
defende, and the females to folowe and to wapte vpon 
the male, and to creepe vnder his ayde, and obeye him, 
that the mate liue the better. But lette vs leaue the 
examples ot beaſtes, whiche make vs aſhamed ot our 
ſelte, without we paſſe theim in vertne: and lette vs al⸗ 
cende vp vnto mannes reaſon, | 

CNowe than, what woman wyll bee ſo pzeſumptu- 
ous and ſo haute, to diſobeye hit huſbandes byddynge, 
it Gee conſpder, that he is vnto hir in ſtede of tather 
and mother and all hir kynne, and that che oweth vn⸗ 
to hym al the loue and charitee that were due to them 
all: A ragious and a foliſche woman doth not conſider 
this, the whiche is diſobedyent vnto hir houſbande. 
Ercepte parauenture chee wolde ſate , chee oweth none 
_ obedyence, neyther to father noz mother, noꝛ to none 
ok hir kynne. Foz if chee obey theim, che muſt nedes o⸗ 
bey hir houſbande: in whome by all ryghtes , by al cu 
ſtomes, by al ſtatutes and lawes, by al pꝛeceptes and 
tommaundementes both natural, woꝛldly, and heuen⸗ 
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ly, che ought to accompte all thynge to be. 
¶ The woman is not rekened the moze wo 
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achziſten wotnatt,-. . Irrif, 
amonge men, that pzeſumeth to haue mayſtrye aboue 
hir houſbande: but themoze folyſche, and the moze 
woozthy to be mocked : yea and moze ouer than that, 
curled and vnhappy : the whiche turneth backewarde 
the lawes of nature, lyke as though a ſouldiour wolde 
rule his capitayne , oz the mone wolde ſtande aboue the 
ſonne, oꝛ the arme aboue the head Foz in wedlocke 
the man reſembleth the reaſon , and the woman the bo⸗ 
dy. Nowe reaſon oughte to rule. and the body to obey, 
if a man wyll lyue. Alſo ſaynte Paule ſayth: The head 
of the woman is the man. 

¶ Here now J entre into the dyuyne commaundemen⸗ 
tes, whiche in ſtomackes of reaſonable people, oughte 
of reaſon to beare moꝛe rule and valewe, than lawes, 
moꝛe than all mans reaſons, and moze than the voyce 
of nature hir ſelfe. ENGL 

C God the maker of this holle woꝛlde, in the begyn- 
nynge, — —— — — vet — — newe, | 
gyuynge vnto mankynde, he gaue this charge Sen in. 
vnto the woman, Thou ſhalte be vnder thyne huſbades d. cog. xu | 
rule, and he ſhal haue dominion ouer the. | 
¶ The. apoſtle Paule, teacher ofthe Chaiſten wyſe: ****#* | 
dome, that is foz to ſay, of the heuenly wyſedome, wolde 

not haue the woman to rule the man, but commaun- 

oy hir pee places — — 7 | 
C#eter allo, the pꝛynce ot the apoftles, commaundeth . pet u. 
inthis wyle: Leite all women be ſubiecte to their hu 
bandes, as holy women, truſtynge in our loꝛde. 
45 * obedtente vnto Abzaham , and called hym 

IE L02DE, | 4 | 

C Daynt Hieronyme wꝛyteth vnto Celancia in this 
wyle: Let the auctozite and rule be reſerued vnto thyne 
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houſbande': and — al thine houke, 
what louerayntie they owen vnto him. Do thou ap⸗ 
pꝛoue hym to be loꝛde by thyne obedyence, and make 
hym great with thyne humiktee , Foz the moze honour 
thou gyueſte vnto hym, the moze honourable thou 
alt be thy ſelfe. Foz as the Apoſtle ſaythe, The head 
' of the woman is the man, Nowe the holle bodpe can 
no where haue moꝛe honour,than of the head. this ſaith 
ſaynt Heronyme. 

¶ But folyche women do not ſe, howe ſoze they diſho- 
neſt them ſelfe, that take p ſoueraintee of their houſban⸗ 
des: of whom all their honoure muſte come: And lo 
in ſeking foꝛ honour , they loſe it \Fo2 if the huſbande 
lacke honour , the wyfe muſte nedes-goo without it: 
Neither kynred, riches, noꝛ welth can auayle her. 

Fo2 who wyll gyue any honour to that man, whome 
he ſeeth mayſtred by a woman ? And agayne, yt they 
buſbande be honourable , be thou neuer ſo lowe of 
birthe , neuer ſo pooꝛe, neuer ſo pncomely of face, vet 
canſte thou not lacke honour , Foz neyther beautee, 
kynred : noꝛ riches made Ozeſtilla honourable , atter 
Thee was ones maryed to vngracious Catiline : noz 
pouertie letted not Salonia to be honozed of the Ros 
maynes , whiche was wyfe vnto the wyſe Cato. 
¶ But now that thou mayſte better obey thy huſbande, 
and do all thynges after his mynde: fyꝛſte thou muſte 
lerne all his maners, and conſyder well his diſpoſt- 
tions aud ſtate. Foz there be many kyndes of houlban⸗ 
des, and all ought to be loued , honoured, moꝛchipped, 
X obeyed , but all muſt not be entreated vnder one ma⸗ 
ner. Foz huſbandes muſt behandled , as Terence ſpe⸗ 
beth , after the opimon of Plato, ſaieng; Mans as 8 
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as it were a game at the tables . Foz if that chaunce of 
the dyte chaunce, that is not 171 theim, it mult, bee a⸗ 
mended by crafty plaiyng. Lyke wyſe in houſbandes, 
yt thou haue one after thyne . thou maiſte bee 
glad, and he is to be honoured and obeyed: but it he be 
ll, eyther kynde ſome cratte to make hym good , 02 at 
the leaſt wyle better to deale with. 2 n 
Nowe thy houſbande all be either foztunate o or in⸗ 
foztunate . Foꝛtunate J call them that haue goodnes 
either of mynde oꝛ of body, oz erternall-, Jnfoztunate 
I calle thoſe, that lacke any of theſe thꝛee: they that be 
toztunate , dooe eaſely contente theyꝛ wyues Myndes: 
and-thoſe that be infoꝛtunate muſte haue deliberacion 
taken about theim: Yowe be it, I wolde they ſhoulde 
rather ſette their loue on the houlbande hym ſelfe, than 
on his foꝛtunes, oꝛ els they ſhall loue both weakelp and 
moze vnſtedfaſtly, and it foztune ones lee awaie, as 
che is waueryng and inconſtant, the carieth awaye the 
loue together with hir. 
Non let them not loue goodly men foz their beautie, 
n02 ryche men foz their money, noꝛ men of great au⸗ 
ctozitee foz theyʒ honoure. Foz if they do ſo than hall 
they hate the -ſickely Inge: and thoſe that bare 
no rule If thou haue a lerned huſbande, lerne good 
holy leſſons ot hym , It he be vertuous, do after hym: 
but if he be in foꝛtunate, call vnto remembꝛaunte the 
ſaiynge of Pompeius the great, a verye noble and a 
wiſe man, whiche whan he was ouercomen of Julius 
Ceſar , and-came vnto the ple of Leſbo-,torecepue his 
wife, and lle awaye with hir, ſhe ſeyng hir — — 
beaten and ouercomen, fell vnto the ground halfe dead 
foz opted to ſee hit nn haue ſuch a [Pompetus 
ompei 
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Sompeſis lifipng vp in his armes fromethegrounde; 
and reupued agayne; paßte virtd hir in thys maner: 
My dere wyke Coznelia, moſte lweete vnto me of all 
thynges . J wonder of the ; ſo noble a woman, to bee 
ouer commen in luche maner at the fyꝛſte ſtroke of 
Foꝛtunt:now thou haſt an breaſton-to e immoꝛ⸗ 
tal honour. Foz as fox eleoquence, oz lerning in the 
lawe, oz feates of warre are no matters foꝛ women 
to wynne woꝛchippe by: hit vertue ſhall onely appere, 
ik hir hulbande be caſte in aduerſitee, whom ik thee loue 
and wozthyppe , and dothe not lothe his miſery, but in 
treateth hym, as che oughtto dove hic houſbande:, the 
woꝛlde ſhall talke good of hit perpetually ; Wherfoꝛe 
if all be greatter honour tothe, to loue Pompeius 
thus ouer thꝛowen, than whan he was the pꝛynce of 
all the Romaynes, and gouernoure of the Senate, 
and loꝛde of kynges. Foz as for theſe thynges ay 
woman, be the neuer ſoo vngracyong , can loue wel 
enough, but to fauoure and loue hym that is in aduer⸗ 
litee, there is the poynct ol good woman! - Therfoze 
that J am thus ouercornmen , thou oughteſt to loue, 
as an occaſion tothewe thy goodneg. Whorfoze if thou 
weepeand wayle foz anythpiige as longe as 'Jlyur, 
thou chewoſte thy ſelfe tolone*that; whiche thou lat⸗ 
keſt and haſte loſte: and not to mourne koꝛ ine that 
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other wooꝛdes he ſpake vnto hys 


¶ CTheſe and ſuche o | 
wyfeat that tyme which? ſaiynge euery good woman 
chaltponder and conſyder in hit mynde noꝛ vere hir 
ſelte if chee channce vpon an infoztunate huſbande: 
nepther hate noꝛ diſpiſe hum therkoze: but rather ron- 
trary de onght, ir he be pooze, to comfoze hom. oor 
395020; 4 adueriie: 
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aduertiſe hym to calle vnto. remenbꝛaunce, that ver⸗ 
tue is the chiele ryches: and helpe hym with ſuche ho⸗ 


neſt crattes as che knoweth (hall pleaſe hy; aud ſu- 
che as hir acqueyntance and krendes (hall alowe : aud 
as becometh a vertuous and an honeſt woman. But 


beware thou fall not in to ſuche a wycked mynde, to 

wyll hym foꝛ ducre ot money to otcupye any vnhoneſt 

craftes, oꝛ to do anye vnhapppe dedes that thou mayſte 
lyue moze delicately , oꝛ moze welthely, 92 go moze gay 
ly and goꝛgiouſipy araped , oz dwelle in moze goodixy 
houlyng : and at fewe woꝛdes, compell not hym to 
vſe any fylthy occupation oz dꝛogery foz thy welfare, 

noꝛ fo ſweate and to tople, that thou mayſt Ipe at eaſe. 
Foz it were better foꝝ the, to eate bzowne bꝛeadde, and 
dꝛynze claye and myry watet, than taule thy houſband: 
- £0 fall vnto any ſlubbery wozke , oꝛ ſtynkynge orcupa⸗ 
cion, and excedynge laboure, fo2 to eſtape thy ſcolding 
and chydyng at home. Foz the huſbande is his owne 
ruler , and his wyues loꝛde, and not hir ſubiecte, nei 
ther the wyfe ought to craue any moze of hir houle⸗ 
bande, than (hee ſeeth thee may obtayne with his herte 
and good wyll: wherein many women do a myſſe, whi⸗ 
che with theyz vngodly cryeng , and vnreſonable cal⸗ 

lynge, crauynge, and dullyng vpon them, dꝛiueth them 
to ſeke vnlefull meaues of lyuynge, and to do vugra- 
tious dedes, to beare out with all theyꝛ glotonye and 
vayne pꝛide. And ſome be ſo out of all good reaſon, 
and contrary to all good vertues of theyꝛ huſbandes, 
that they ſpende out at large theyꝛ ſubſtanuce and ly⸗ 
uynge. Whiche vycets the fouler , bycauſe that wo⸗ 
mankinde pꝛetendeth moꝛe vertue and deuocion natu⸗ 
rally than the mankynde dothe , it that che oulde;foz- 
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gette hir ſelfe, and caſteawaye all holiueſſe foꝛꝝ the loue 
of jtohey. And ſuch? thyues be lose kebuned in holpe 
-hoby. Which dydcaft folychly in their hoiiſbandes 
tethe, that theyz vertues and holy lyuinge was the 
cauſe of theyz aduerſitee : wherin they chewed greate 
wyckednes, and not onelp folye, which dyd not beleue, 
that the ryches of vertue was farre greatter, oz that it 
ſtode in our loꝛdeg power to make mooſte ryche and 
welthye within a moment, who ſo euer pleaſed hym. 
¶ What nedeth a man any other tyꝛannes to his mar⸗ 
tyzdome, than wyues of luche dilpoſicton , which pur- 
ſue they2 houlbandes foꝛ theyz good deuocton , beynge 
them elte without all deuocion, none otherwyle, than 
Nero purſued the apoſtles, oz Domician, Maximine, 
Decius, oꝛ Dioclectan dyd purſue other chꝛiten folkes 
in they? tyme: And J ſuppoſe that this wyfe of Job 
was lefte hym to make his aduerſitte moze paynefull, 
and to oppzeſſe hym the ſozer with hir myſcheuous 
tonge. O curſed and wycked woman, that rebukeſt 
thy houſband foz his goodneſſe , whiche thynge the de- 
uyll hym lelfe dourſte neuer do, foꝛ he diftroyed all the 
goodes of Job, ſlewe his ſeruauntes, rydde bp his 
childzen out of the woꝛlde, and filled hym full ofgalles 
and ſcabbes: pet dyd he neuer rebuke hym foz con⸗ 
tynuynge ſtyll in his good mynde: but his wyke re⸗ 
buked hym therkoꝛe: that man myght ſe howe muche 
che was moꝛe bolde than the denyll'. But let the wyfe 
trouble neuer ſo muche, the houſbande oughte to be as 
glad thcrof, as were the apoſtles, that they were reke⸗ 
ned woꝛthy to be putte to rebuke foz the name ot our 
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[ But thou good daughter, that wylt dooe. well, chalt 

not withdꝛawe thyne houſoand from goodness, but ra⸗ 

ther exhoꝛte hym vnto vertue, thoughe thou chuldeſt 

be lure to lele all thy goodes . Theretone, that thou . 

mayſte obteyne the thynge, whiche ſaynt Paule (pea? r. fir. 

keth of, ſayenge: It the houſbande be an infidell, he Luc. iu 

chall be ſanctified by his wyues fayth: Remember 

alſo the woꝛdes ol our loꝛde, that there is no bodye 

that refuſethe any thynge in this 'woude: foꝛ Chꝛiſtis 

ſake; but he ſhall haue muche moꝛe foz it : bothe in 

this woꝛlde, and in an other. Fyꝛſte thele ryches be lure 

and certayne, whiche are kepte ſafe from all chaun⸗ 

ing clothynge bymoughtes ; ro without as ſtolen 
vynge by mo „  hozwitYo ſtolen 8 

by theues .:And allo the pꝛophet in the plalme ſayth: PA + 

that he hath lerned by longe vle and by good exper {| 

ence , that neuer good man was yet deſtytute , noz 

any of his chyldzen lacked fodde , And we haue as it 

were an obligacion of our loꝛde in the golpell, that 

we chall truſt well on his benignitee , And vnderſtand at. vl 

that our father in heuen wyll kynde vs all thynge that 

we ſhall nede, if we ſeke foz his kyngdome, and the in 

ſtyce thero k. e 

C Whertoze if thynehouſbande be foule, yet loue his 

hert and mynde , where vnto thou art maryed in dede: 

And it thyne houſbande be ſycke, than muſte thou play 

the true wyfe, comfozte hym, noꝛyſhe hym, and make 

as muche of hym, as thoughe he were neuer lo holle 

and ſo ſtronge, and ſo ſhall he be the leſſe payned ik he 

ſethe⸗as it were take payne with hym-: and in a ma⸗ 

ner trauſlate and ſhifte parte of his ſyckenes wk 

elfe. Foz che is no good wyke , that is mery whan 

f V. ij. Huſband 
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huſbande is ſozye: o holle and luſty, whan he is ſycke 
and heupe. Byde thou ſtyll by his beddes ſyde, and 
lyghten his doloure ſome tyme with comfoꝛta ble woꝛ⸗ 
des, ſomttyme with gentyll fomentactons;, Touche 
thou his woundes thy ſelfe , touche thou his ſoze and 
papnful body with thyne owne handes. Do thou both 
couer and vncouer hym thyne owne ſelfe : tatze and 
beare away the chambꝛe veſſell with his water thy (cite 
Noꝛ abhoꝛre not theſe ſeruites : noꝛ put them not vn⸗ 
to thy ſeruauntes, whiche wyll go moꝛe ſlowly about 
them, bytauſe they loue hym not ſo muche. And whan 
the — perceyueth hym ſelfe not loued, his ſyckenes 
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¶ Rowe than ſhoulde a man calle thoſe wyues good 
and vertuous women, that he ſo carꝛles in therꝛ huſ⸗ 
bandes ſpckenes , that they can be well inough content 
with ſuche ſleight ſeruices as their ſeruauntes do about 
bin ; And ſome there be, that wyl nothyng let theyꝛ ac⸗ 
cuſtomed ftacyons ; and feaſtynges., and vylettynge 
theyz gollpppes. , noz hꝛenke any of theyz haunted 
pleaſures , though they2 hulbandes lye chutte vp licke 
at home: but that is no wedlocke , but rather a poynte 
of concubynes , oꝛ common harlottes , whiche lye with 
men foꝛ theyz wages. Whertoze Hulde J be aſhamed 
to name that, whiche the vngracious women ame 
not to do. Foꝛ i thou thynke it maketh no tozce, noz 
oꝛder thy ſelfe othervoyſe in thyne hulbandes ſpcknes, 
than if it were but thy neighboure: thou arte a foole to 
loke after, that J choulde name the fo2 a wyfe whan 
thou plette no wyues gyſe. Foz woldeſt thou J choulde 
name the to2.a wyfe, whan thou vleſte no wyues ma⸗ 
nerg a For ſhulde J call ander aher denen Tex- 


21780 


ned to weaue D 1725 


Guttylb;no2 
Though hat bertne by a 
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Ar chaunced on Nene huſt nde 
vet fo2 all that. 107 lothed 2 neuer the moꝛe dern be: 


ganne not to hate him: whom 1 BOND | 


tone: Not lounge a ht 

in togreat ſyrkenes:, that 

diſpayꝛed his lyfe: t NO 4 

diligence vnto the . — that ok lyr 

nually to gether , neyther white ere 
9 

ſted in the nyght paſſ e the mn 
andthathutintheirclothes'. © RON 10 
was; that we call the freuche pockes,a wonderous 
and contagious ſickenes, phiſicions counſailed hir 
nat to touche hym ſo, yoz come ſo nere hym: and the 
' fame hir frendes conn . 1 And hit compantong 
and goſſyppes ſaied zit was finfully doone, to bere the 
man in the wozlde,o2 kepe hym longer on lyue with his 
ee and bad Hir-pzpupde ſome good thynge = 
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; Ppt! laſte bythe od — 
5 his === the gregtieoperdye; 
that bothe the and all other —— his 
'wyke 0 Hacked hem From Death by wang hg, Hl 
And ſome teſted nioze merily than becommeth chꝛtſten 
kolkes, and ſaied, that god bad purpoled to haue flaine 
Uzldaure, but his wife woulde not let hym go out of 


hir handes After chat by the reaſoir of an hotte hu⸗ 
moür renninge his head , the griftle within his 
nole begaiine'foz to canker : Wh the philicions 
Had geuen him a pouder , whiche muſte be blowen in 
7 a penne oꝛa rede in to his noſe, whiche ſerupce 
whan euery man 12 » becauſe of the tedious ſa⸗ 

ve dee eee n 
ne du ; - 
les, and of ales that no barbour, neither well with 
no glad 8 hym: than his wyke with a 
payze of ſeyſſe cen tochppe his 
berdewond LM treight after he tell 
in to an oth ier lan, which lade WIC LEE: . 
Where the neuer beyng werbe, with continuall dily- 


gence and labour 1000 hym pꝛepared his meate-; d 
turyve 
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auerꝝ dap dud ſalue and bynde his ſoze and ſtynkynge 
legges and teunyng of matter.ſo hanſoimly, that thou 
wouldeſt ſap, it thou hadid ſene hir, that ſhe had hand⸗ 
led malte, and not fuchelipnknnge geare. Ind did all 
ithts hir owne ſelfe with all other buſpnes, that was 
fo; to do about hym and yet had ſhe in hir houſe. itt» 
mapdes, and a daughter ot hir owne of good age, 
Moeouer, whan the ae ot h m and bꝛeth was luch, 
tulat no man myght abyde nete by.r.paſſes, ſhe woulde 
were, that ſhe! thought it merueylous ſwete: And 
ones ſhe was very augrye wich me, bycauſe J (aide it 
tanke, toꝛ (he ſayde, it ſeined vnto hit lyke the ſauour 
t type and ſwete frute. Moꝛeouer, whan there was 
required greatcoitedaylye in the hou'e; to helpe and 
.*ndzplhe'the man oppꝛeſſed with ſo many ſ-ckneffes; 
not had : neyther rentes noꝛ other pꝛofites commynge 
in, ſhe fpoylecd hir ſelfe of all hit rynges, chapnis, bo 
ches, and clothes leſte he ſhulde lacke ought dutynge 
Dis ſycknes; ſbe was tontent as foꝛ hit ſeite with any 
fare ſo that hir houſbande might haue that ſhoude do 
his panne fuli hodye good. So he by the meanes of his 
wyfe, with that dolefull body, moze lyke vnto a co2pſe 
thananybody,contyaued.r. yere from the begynnyng 
of his ſycknes, inthewhiche ſpace hehadtwo chyl⸗ 
Nen by hym, and. vi. befoꝛe. Foꝛ ſhe was maxied. xx. 
pete in the holle: and yet was ſhe neuer infected, noz 
ones touched with the contagious ſcabbe, neither ſhe, 
no} pet none of hirchyldzen, but had all their bodyes 
Hoth holle and clene. voherby a man may clerely per⸗ 
reyut, howe muche their holynes and vertue ts wozthe 
that foue theit houſbandes with all their hertes, as 
-dutie ts, whichedouvties ach wn my 
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wuͤrded. So at the laſte this fozeſayd man dyed ſpcke 
and olde, aud paſſed out ot his continuall peypne. Foz 
whole departynge thts lame Clara wyke made ſuche 
ſozowe, that all that euer knewe hir, ſaye, they neuer 
ſawe woman make ſuche ſozowe fo: hit houſband, that 
were bothe pounge, hoile, fayze, luſty, and riche: and 
whan dyuerſe came to hir, no2toz to tomt᷑oꝛte hit, but 
rather to ſhewe hir, that they were gladde koz hir ſake, 
that he was gone, ſhee abhozted and in a maner curſed 
them koz they laboute, wyſhynge many tymes that 
fhee myght haue hym agapne, if it were pofſible, howe 
ſo euer he wete. And whan ſhe was of luſty age, after 
his deth, vet ſhe would neuer mary, ſayng: che houlde 
neuer mete with any that ſhe coulde lyke lo well. J will 
not reherle here, hir great chaſtitee and holynes ol ip⸗ 
uyng, Foꝛ J ſpeke but of the loue ot a good wife, which 
neuer lightly goth alone, but euer coupled, and com⸗ 
panied with all other vettue s. 
¶ who ſeeth not nowe, that ſhedyd not matye Mal⸗ 
daures body, but his herte, oꝛels tekened his bodp, 
hir owne body. Beſyde that (Hee kepeth ſtyll all com 
maundementes of hir houſbande, as reuerentiy as he 
were yet alyue, and dothe many thynges as ſhee had 
harde hym ſpeake in his lyte, ſaiyug: This mine houl⸗ 
bande wolde haue commaunded and bydden dooe; D 
Euripides, tf thou haddeſt hadde ſuthe a wyke, thou 
wouldeſt haue pꝛeyſed all women as faſt as thou haſte 
diſpꝛeyfed theim. Oꝛ il zynge Agamemnon had had 
ſuche a queene, ſhe woulde haue tatyed many yeres f62 
his retourning ftõ the ſiege of Ctoy. Theſe examples 
ought not to be kepte vnſhewed, to temembze wynes 
ol theyꝛ duetpe, ſeynge that iclle matters be put in me⸗ 
moꝛpe 
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. But theſe be but of folkes flowe dene wil ſome 
gentle women ſate. Firſte to make aunſwere thereto, 
Clara Ualdaure was not of the loweſt degree, and bez 
ſyde that yonge, and tender, and fapze, and had many 
ſeruauntes, vnto whom ſhe might baue deputed al hir 
bufinclle,tf it had pleaſed hir. And there bee munye 
noble women, that dooe the ſame, whom J can not re⸗ 
herſe all, bothe now aliue, and that haue bene in times 
paſt. nt this woꝛld ok outs kepeth in vie only the vps 
ces ofthe olde woꝛlde afoze. 
¶ Arte thou moze noble than the wife of Themiſtoz 
cles, whiche was pꝛince of Athenes, and alſo of Grete: 
and yet thee ſerued hit houſbande hir lelte alwate in « 
his ſickenes. 
C Irie thou moꝛe noble than Sttatonica, wyfe vnto 
kynge Deiotatus, whiche whan hir houſbande was 
ſycke, and an aged man, was bothe his cooke, his phi- 
cion, and his ſutgian: 
¶ O atte thou moze noble than the queene of En⸗ 
glande, whiche ſucked hir houlvandes wounde e All 
the noble women of Rome vled,no2 wolde neuer ſuffre 
any other, to touche theyꝛ houſbandes, whan they were 
ſycke, but theim lelke: whole examples there is none 
nowe a dates to good to take hede of. Fo; anſwere me 
thou woman, that thinkeſt thy ſelke better than the R0s 
mayies, of whoſe bloode who lo cuer was diſcended, 
was had in honotrthzoughc all the wozkde : Bowe be 
it the very nobilttee is not to be counted by bloode and ne 
ryches, the whiche rather ſtandeth in noble actes and biutce, 
| vertue: and thou with all thy gentrie halte lye vn. 
| knowen: whan all the —_— perpetyally (hall take 
it of 
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Therefoze boſte not thou thy noble byzthe;: 

whom either none, ozels very fewethall knowe, eyther 
in thy lyfe oz after thy death. 
¶ But paraduenture th ou woldeſt late, J bꝛoughte 
goodes and money enough to make me noble with. O 
thou &yithy and beſtely woman, that weneſte thy ſelfe 
to bee a wyfe., becauſe thou halte a man lipug by thy 
ſide, weneſt thou that wedlocke ſtandeth in that?: Thou 
bꝛeakeſt the lawes of god and Mature. Foꝛ ik thou 
woldeſt touche thine owne bodp, beynge diſeaſed, aud 
loke vpon thy ſozes and handle theim, thou oughteſt 
not to reiule to do the ſame vnto thyne houlbande; (es 
pnge that ye be bothe as one perſon. Therefoze where 
ts that ſame inſepatate mate, whiche thou pꝛetendeſt, 
ik thou ſterte from him, whan thou ſhuldeſt abyde moſt 
nere? woherkoꝛe vnderſtande, that thou doeſt not thy 
dutie, neither to thy bzother bozne of one woman with 
the. noz to thy father that begotte the, neyther tothy 
mother, that bare the. xcherfozerfthou bee aſhamed . 
of that, thou maieſt Iykewyſe be aſhamed ofthat thou 
doeſt vnto thy houſbande: whom thou oughteſt to res 
garde moze than theun all. And many leaue their mo⸗ 
thers lipnge ſycke, noꝛ loue any body buttheimſelues, 
whiche were woozthy to be loued of no bodyeels, and 
no moze be they in deede. Ho we otten haue we ſeene bez 
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tes without teaſon, ruled oneiy by nature, one chetiſh 
an other, and the female licke the ſoꝛes ofthe male, as 
Kyene, and dogges, lpons, beares, and all other bothe 
wylde and tame: And thou that atte a woman, has 
uynge reaſon beſyde thy nature, whiche is moze ercel= 
lent than all theirs, canſt not finde in thyne herte: * 


thou 
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thou haſte ſtomatke enoughe to handle the byles, and 
ſtabbes ot thy concubyne? wWherwith manp hath bene 
taken, that a man mate well know, that not nature but 
their owne vngraciouſnes ſo doth moue them 
¶ Nowe to ſhewe furt et of my mattyer, ik the hot's 
bande were pil, yet oughteſte thou to fullre him, noꝛ 
ftrive with him by ſhꝛen dnes, leaſte thou neuer haue 
ende of ſo:owe and nuſchiefe: but whan he is moze pa⸗ 
cified, than geue him warninge by curteyſe and gentie 
meanes to amende his ltuynge. © Ind tkhe wyll dove 


after thy l. aug than ſhalt thou pꝛotite bothehitn and 
thy ſctie: but ik he degume to wake ungtte, due not 
” in him, thou haſte doone thy dewtie: CTherkoze 


let him alone and ſuffre him, and thou walte bene ei 
onely great commendacion afoze men, but 
merite atoze god. Ind ik he by v 2 
him lelte moued, and by haſtineſſeftrike! rte he 
thinke it is the coꝛtectton of god, and th kit tijauncet 
the, as a puniſhement foꝛ thy ſinnes. Ind thou ſHalte 
be hoppie, it thou mateſt ſo with a littell payne in this 
life, bteout the great paynes of an other-wozlde: Howe 
beit there be but vert fewe good and wiſe wiyes, whom 
their houſbandes will beate, be they neuerſo vnhappy 
men. Allo ſome huſbandes thete bee, foolyſſhe and 
witleſle, whome a good wyfe wil handle wilely enough 
and neither pꝛouoke theim to angte, noz take frome 
_ theiin the honour bekongeyngeto the man: but bzinge 
him in good hope, that all thinge ſhall be doone after 
his will. And fo2 his pꝛofette ſhalt rule hom well 
enough by wiſedome, as it were a wylde beaſt tamed 
and in all poinctes tale handle him tu ſyze maner, as 
many mothers door their childꝛen in like caſe; whicht 
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haue moſt compaſſton of them, that be in moſt miſerp: 
of whiche compaſſion cometh loue and tauour. wher⸗ 
foze they loue andicherilihe moꝛe theim that bee feeble, 
meymed, foolyſhe, vll fauouted, and ſickelp, than them 
that be ſtronge, hole,. wyle. fayge, and luſtv. 
¶ 3 wyll nat xcherſe all other infoztunes, I will gene 
a genetall pꝛecepte ot all at ones. If chou be ones ma- 
æyed vnto hym: and god, the churche, thy father and 
mother, haue geuen hym to be thy hulbande and thy 
Jozde; thou muſte ſuſlex hym, leynge thou canſte not 
chaunge hyin. and loue hym, wozſhippe and hongure 
vm: ik thou wylte not fo; his owne lake, at the leaſte 
wyſe ko thcit lakes, that haue geuen hym vnto the: 
and foꝛ the pꝛomiſe that thou haſt made hyin, as ma⸗ 
ay other do loue them that be wozthp no loue, only fog 
their krendes ſakes, whiche haue committed theim vn⸗ 
to their truſte. Ind many do (becauſe of their pꝛomiſe) 
thynges, whiche els they woulde not. Therfoze geue 
thy diltgence both to ſeme to do, and to do in dede, that 
whiche thou muſt nedes do, be thou neuet ſo lothe: and 
ſo ſhall all thoſe thynges be lyght and pleaſaunt vuto 
the: whiche if thou be lothe to da, they ſhalbe greuous 
and painfull. . rh 
¶ Now Jperceyue, that ſome put doubtes,how farre 
they ought to obey theyz Houſbandes, verily in all 
thynges that be either honeſt, oz without vyce, there is 
no doubte, but a woman ought toobey hirhuſbandes 
commaundement, as a diuine lawe. Foz the huſbande 
beareth the rotune of God here in etthe vnto his wife, 
and pꝛeſenteth his perſonne: Therkozeif there be any 
thyuge, that the wyle woulde geue bnto god, ſhe ney⸗ 
ther ought noꝛ mate do it without hir houſbandes lp⸗ 
ae | tence. 
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cence. Foz what mate a wo wan 5 ta bee moze * 

owne, than her body Ae ſapeth ſainct 
Paule, that the woman h hit one bo- . Co.. 
dy, nepther He womanhulhnu 0 of i Bon, Mk 
houſvande either not 110 ng lite vn 


foze ik thyne houſ e haue the other wiſe oc⸗ 
cupied, thou mayſt not 2 TEE a 


ſee plapcs; oꝛ go to feaſtes, and palle tyme with 
ſyppes, whiche bees crit or co bon 5e tlottes, 
thou maplt not as.muche as go p2ap, 0; walks ab 
to churches, bee 703 elles be t houl 


hath none —.— 
the poynctes of wedlocke, whiche 
matped woman. Foz in 1s g 
be at one with his kreende, er 
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buibande do wꝛonge, hym ſelfe hal beare al the blame 
the wyfe ſhalbe oute of faute:excepte it be ſo manifeſte, 
that he mate perceiue the faute hir ſelfe playnly enough 
82 els be taughte otherwyſe of ſuche as the houſbands 
him ſelfe myght well enough lerne. | 
¶ Faꝑ thoſe thynges that be agaynſte the lawes of god 
the ought not to do, though? hir huſbande commaunde 
hir neuer ſo much? , Foz ſhe muſte aknowlage one fox 
better than hir hulbande, and haue moze in paice , that 
is Chꝛiſte. The man is head of the woman, but chꝛiſt ! Con. xi. 
is head of the man 
¶ Many holye women ok our faythe haue been ſoꝛe pu 
niched of their houſbands , foz folowinge Chziltes 
pꝛeceptes agaynft their will. And yet the apoſtle Paule 
commaundeth the wyfe, not to departe from hir houl⸗ 
bande withoute his leaue, be he neuer ſo vngracious. 
So great be the bondes of wedlocke, that the Chꝛiſten 
myghte not departe frome the hethen witheoute leaue. 
What than ought we to ſuppole, where both be Chꝛiſte 
ned, and bothe good: Ariſtotel ſaieth: good woman 
ought to take the maners of hir houſbande, as a lawe 
and rule of hir liuinge, geuen hir by god by the cou- 
plynge of matrymony. And it becommeth hir to accoꝛde 
with hir houſbande , and ſerue him, not onely in pꝛo⸗ 
ſperitee, but allo in aduerſitee. If he lacke goodes oz be 
ſycke ol his bodye, oꝛ out of his mind, let hir ſuffre and 
obey hym , excepte it be ſome vnclenlye thynge, oꝛ vn⸗ 
comelye.No2 let hir not beare longe in mynde it hir 
houſvand offend hir, by reaſon of diſtreſſe or his minde: 
but laye the caule in his diſeaſe and ignoꝛaunce. Foz the 
moꝛe pactently the vſety hym in theſe poinctes, the moꝛe 
thanke hall he geue hir, whan he is ainended ; _ it 
= 9 there 
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there be any vncomely thyng commaunded hir by hym, 
whiche ſhe hath not doone , he ſhall conſidꝛe that better 
after his amendyng;Wherfoze a woman oughte to ab- 
ſteyne from yll, but in all good thynges to obeye none 
otherwyſe than thoughe the had been bought in to the 
houſe as a bonde and hande mayde. Ind in dede che is 
bought with a greate pꝛice, that is to ſaye felowchy p of 
lyfe , and pꝛocreacion of chyldꝛen:than whiche,nothyng 
can be greatter noꝛ holyer , Moꝛeduer it che had had a 
welthy houſbande, then coulde not hir goodnes ben ſa 
muche knowen . Foz it is but a ſmalle acte to handle 
pꝛoſperitee well. Howe be it ſo ſuffre aduerſitee pacient 
ly is counted a greate thynge. Foꝛ in greate aduerſities 
and harmes not to be in extreme diſpay2e, is a poyncte 
of a noble ſtomacke. Therfoꝛe the had nede to pꝛaye, 
that no harme bechaunce hir hulſband. But rf any aduer 
litee fall, than let hir conſidꝛe. that che chal wynne great 
woꝛchip therby tf che behaue hir ſelfe wel. And let -hyz 
remembze, that neither quene Alceſt chulde haue had lo 
great hon our, noꝛ quene Penelope lo great pꝛeiſe, if thei 
had liued in pꝛolperitee with their houſbandes, Foz the 
aduerſitee of kinge Admetus and Uliſſes, cauſed them 
to wynne eternall memoꝛie . 7 oꝛ in thaduerſities of the 
houlbandes they opteigned, and that well woꝛthye, e⸗ 
ternall glozye, foꝛ bepigne faythe and truthe towarde 
their houſbandes , Fo2 women wyll take no parte of 
aduerſitee, except it be ſuche as be wonderous good, 

Dherfoꝛe to conclude, it becometh the wife, to haue hir 
ouſbande in honoure , and not dilpice hym , Theſe be 
Ariſtotles wozꝛ des. | * 
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| | It were an infinite thinge,noz the tale chuld come 
V ynto anye ende, to reherſe the goodnes of concozd; Concoꝛde. 
-- £. and howe al thing in the woꝛld, and alſo the wozld | 
it ſelfe, ſtandethe together by vnytee and concoꝛde: but 
oure purpole is to ſpeake of wedlocke:in whyche J ſay, 
the greatteſte quietnes and mooſte parte of the pleaſure 
Concozde:and the greattelt trouble, and moſte parte of l de. 
milery in it, is diſcoꝛd. £463.00! 
¶ Theye that were of Pythagozas diſciplyne, amonge 
all the pzeceptes of Pythagoꝛas, they kepte theſe rules 
and mooſte, and ofteſte vſed them, That languich huld 
be voyded and put frome the bodye, folye, and lewdenes 
from the mynde, Nyotte frome the bealye, ſedicyon oute 
of the citee,dyſcozde oute of the houle, and finally intem 
peraunce out of all thinges. 
CUlyſſesin Homer, wyſhethe foz an houſebande, a 
houſe, and concozde vnto Haulitaa, the doughter of 
kynge Alcynous: Whiche is the greatteſte treaſure and 
moſte to be delired that can be. Foz whan the .wyfe and 
houſbande lyue peaſably together, they cauſe much ſo- 
rowe vnto their ennemyes, muche top vnto their fren⸗ 
des and molt of al vnto them ſelues. Thus he ſayd. 
¶ Howe happye a marriage ſuppoſe we p Albutins had, 
whiche lyued with his wyfe Terentiana, withoute any 
diſpleaſure.rrv.yere:Ind yet moze foztunate was Pu 
bltus Celer, that lyued with Ennia, his: wyfe.rliti,yere 
without any grutching oz complainte.Foꝛ of Diſcoꝛde 
commeth debate, bꝛaulynge, chydyng, and fyghtynge. 
And women be ful ol whynynge foz the moſte part, and 
ll to intreate: and ofte tymes whan thee haue Wien 
75 P. il. ther 
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their —— light matter, it comethe at laſte 
'vnto great diſturbance, 
Hop there is nothinge s that o ſooue caltethe the 
mynde of the huldande trom his wife as doeth muche 
ſcoldynge, and chydynge, and hir mucheuous tonges 
whiche Salomon iykeneth vnto a dꝛoppyng and raye⸗ 
nynge houle rote in the wynter, becauſe that bothe dꝛi⸗ 
ueth the man foꝛth at the dooꝛe And the toꝛſaide Sa⸗ 
lomon ſaieth. that it is better to dweile in a deſart and 
deſolate countrepye, than in houle withe a chydynge and 
an angry wyte. And a fewe whiche be intollerable geue 
this — that none femethe 
good to deale withall: and hereof cometh this ſaiynge: 
Who ſo hath no fürnte hath uo wyte.as who daten pe 
hath a tthyug cauſethe ma- 
nye.that be quietiy diſpoſed, nener to marye. Andther 
toze there be mam thynges were wꝛiten in elde tyme in 
rebukeof womankynde and -dinozfes ſoughte oute, 
— ſharpelye executed. Aud nowe amonge chꝛiſten 
men thoſe thynges be ſoꝛe myſſed or many . and dely⸗ 
red after -Foz they ſave their wines wolde be better, 
ik they knewe they myght be put Awaye ; excepte theye 
were gentil. 
¶ In whiche opinion after my mynde epther the men 
be diſceyued, 02 the women be ſtarke fooles whiche do 
not conlyder, that they had nede to be the moꝛe obedient 
vnto theyꝛ houſbandes that theye myght lyue the mo 
merily withe theym from whome they can by no m 
be departed. lefte they turue perpetuall neceſſitee in ta 
miſery, which they tan neuer do awaye. Foz it reſteth 
muche in the wyues handes, to kepe reit and quietnes 
in the houſe. Foz the man is not ſo yzefull as the wo⸗ 


man. 
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man. And that is not in mankynde only, but alſo in all 
kyndes of beaſtes. As ariſtotle ſaiethe. Foz the maeis 
becauſe they haue moꝛe bolde ſtomarkes and are moꝛe 
luſty of tourage, thertoꝛe be they moꝛe lymple and leſſe 
uoyſome, toz they haue the moze noble myndes. And 
the femals contrarꝝ be moze malicious and moꝛe ſetto 
dose harme. Whertoꝛe the women will be taken withe 
lighte ſuſpitiouſnes, and orte complapne and vere their 
houſbandes amd angte them withe peuyſche puelynge: 
but the manne is eaſier to reconcile: than the woman: 
Lyke as ot men he that is moſte lyke ſtomacke unto a 
woman, noꝛ is uot luſtye tourage: wyll remembꝛe in⸗ 
iury longeſt, and ſeke foz vengeante the moſt violently, 
noz'can-be content with a meanerenengeance; 
¶ There was in olde tyme in Rome a chapell of a cer⸗ 
tayne goddeſte in whiche if rhante had beene 
— the huſbande and the wie at home, they ſpake 
tertaine woꝛds, what they liſt and were agreed againe 
And this goddeſſe was named viriplaca; that is to ſaie, 
pleaſe huſband. Which name cheweth, that thehuſband 
ought not to ſtudy to pleaſes: wyke,but p wife to pleaſe 
hir hulbande. And thoughe the moꝛe parte of theſe thin 
ges that J haue ſpoken parteigne vnto contoꝛd, vet wil 
J bꝛing ſome thinges moꝛe nere onto that purpoſe, 
One the moſte chiete and elpeciall helpe vnto con⸗ 
coꝛde is, it the wyfe loue hir houlbande. Foꝛ this is the e de 
nature ot loue, to get loue agavue Nozletnot ſome due. 
wonder ſo muche as they dode, whye their houlbandes 
loue theim not, ſeynge they loue not theim but loke wel 
teſte they loue not theyꝛe houſbandes ſo muche as they 
make ſemblance Let them loue their houſbandes in 


7 they chalbe loued of them agayne. foꝛ fained 
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and \rountertette lot bote chewethe it ſelfe nowe and 
than, and hathe not the veraye frength and vertue that 
the faythful loue hath. 
Moꝛe ouer; if the wyfe and huſbande loue toge⸗ 
ther, they chall bothe wyll and nylle one thynge, whych 
is the very and true loue . Foz there can neuer be diſ⸗ 
coꝛde noꝛ debate betwene thoſe, in whome is one herte, 
not deſpꝛyng contrary thyng. And one mynd, not of con⸗ 
trary opinion. 
¶ My mother Blaunche,whan che had ben. xv. yere ma 
ryed vnto my father, I coude neuer ſe hir ſtryue wythe 
my father. There were. ij.ſaienges, that ſhe had euer in 
br mouth, as pꝛouerbes. Whan (he wolde ſaye ſhe bele⸗ 
ued wel any thyng, than ſhe vſed to ſaye, euen as thoug . 
Lodowyke Utues had ſpoken it. Whan the wolde ſaye 
the wolde any thyng che vſed to ſay, euen as though Lo 
dowik Uiues wold it. J hauehard my father ſay many 
times, but ſpecialli ones, whan one tolde him of a ſaieng 
ol Scipio Akricane the vonger, oz els of Pompontus 
Atticus, and ] wene it were Þ ſayeng of the both p they 
neuer made agreemente with their — Jwith 
my wyfe layde he. whiche is a greatter thynge . Whan 
other, that harde this ſayenge, wondꝛed vpon it, and the 
concoꝛde ot Uyues and Blaunche was taken vp and 
vſed in a maner fo2 a pꝛouerbe, he was wonte to anlwe⸗ 
were lyke as Scypio was whiche layde, he neuer made 
agreemente withe his mother, bycaule he neuer made 
debate withe her, but it is not to be muche talkede in a 
boke mad other pourpoſe, of my vertuous mo⸗ 
there: whome J doubfe not nowe to haue in heauen the 


frute and re ok hir holye and pure lyuynge. More. 
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of hir actes and hir lyle. l te Fe. 
CAnd manye women that lone indiſeretel e , bzeaks 
coucoꝛde at ones, Therfoze muſte their di trecion de 
holden foꝛthe with ſome teachitige, and their fierſenes 
abated . Aud that with this one thynge, ik they ſtaye 
theyꝛ mynde and fantalyes, whiche lone cariethe the fe⸗ 
byll reſon of women awaie with theim. Thertoꝛe a wo⸗ 
man chulde haue great demurenes and ſobꝛenes in hir 
mynde, and chewe it with hir dedes, And often J warne 
hit that che do nothinge koz to ſeme, and koꝛ a counte⸗ 
nance:Fo2 that is a thinge of ſmall valtie 02 none. But 
ag che wolde ſeme to be, ſuche let hit be in dede, and than 
Hall che the moꝛe truely ap pere. Let hir wene neuer to 
dilteyue any body by clokynge and diſſimulacton, Foz 
men be not luche ſtockes nor ſtones , but that theye can 
knowe a counterkete a horn a thinge in dede. And 
kthoughe theye difceyue folkes that lone vpon theim, yet 
can theye not diſreyue nature, whiche hathe not geuen 
like bertue vnto thin Tim counterfeted as trewe in dede. 
Let them make pꝛoltẽ in them felfe. Let them conſyder 
whether theye thinke Hein hoticſte and ſad; that make 
countenance of honeſtie, hauyng none at al o not :and 
whether they loue agayne ſuch as make ſemblance, as 
though they loned them and do not in dede. 
¶ It were good foꝛ a wife to*vſe that counſayle, that 
Hoꝛate the wyſe pott geueth vnto Lollius, howe to dle 
his frende, byddyng hym applye hym ſelfe vnto hys 
frendes appetyte. Ik he lyſt to hunte ſateth he, do thou 
not ſytte to make verſes, but caſte vp thy-muiſes , and 
folowe the herſes cariynge the nettes, and lende fozths 
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bozne of Anthiopia , the one was verye cunnynge in 
harpynge,thother rude and vnlerned. Howe whan the 
founde of the harpe pleaſed not 3etus , and lyke to de⸗ 
parte companye betwyxte the two bꝛethern, Amphyon 
therfoꝛe layde downe hys harpe. And ſo lette the wyte 
oꝛdꝛe hir ſelte after hit hulbandes maners and pleaſur, 
leſt he hate and ſet noughte by hir. 

¶ We rede in hyſtozyes,y Andzomacha,Hectozs wyfe, 
gaue haye and otes vnto hys hoꝛſes wythe hyꝛ owne 
handes, becauſe the ſawe what delyte hir houſbande 


had in theim, and kepte theim foz warre as diligentelye 


as coulde be. 

¶ And Cecilius Plinius chewethe in manpe piſtelles, 
that he loued his wyfe moſt derelxe, in whiche piſtolles, 
there is one wꝛiten vnto Hiſpula, his wines awnt, whi⸗ 
che had bzoughte hir vp, where he geuethe hir grate 
thankes, that che ſo taughte hir and bzoughte vp, whan 
che was a chylde: and alſo ſhewed the cauſe whpehe lo⸗ 
ned his wite {6 wel, wꝛiting of his wife in this wiſe. 


Piinius ¶ She louethe me, whiche is a ligne of chaſtitee. And 


„ jno2e quer ſhe is greatelyegeuen vnto lerninge, whiche 
„ kantaſye ſhe hathe taken by the loue He hathe vnto me. 
„She hath my bokes, and redeth, and lerneth them with 


„ ders carefull:and whan J haue done, maruaylous to- 
„ full; She letteth folkes to watche howe J am lyked 
* ofth people, w t countenaume, w at noyſe J cauſe 
„them to make, what iudgemente J get in the ende. And 
„ whay ſo euer I reherſe a lectoure he gettethe hir nexte 
„ vnto me, ſeperate frome the other herers withe a vayle. 
„ and herkeneth moſte 3 foꝛ my pꝛayſes. She 
lingeth my verſes, and playeth ay 
one 
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other maiſter teachech hir, but the loue cher hathe viito;. 
— 1 ſchole maiſter Kalle Thus ONT 

us, 1 IF z 
C TI late, whan J was at Paris, and talked with ui⸗ 5 
lielmus Budeus at his owne houſe, and his wyte come 
bye, where as we walked, a goodly perſone and a fayze 
as a man chulde loke vpon, whiche as J couide deme 
by hir comely maner and coũtenance, me thought chuld 
de bothe a pꝛudente and vertuons hulwyfe. So che, al⸗ 
ter che had ſaluted hir houlbande, with ſuche reuerence 
ag a good woman chulde, and had weicomed me cur⸗ 
teſlp and honourably,J aſked him, if che were his wife: 
ves fozſothe ſaiethe he, thys is my wyfe, whyche ſo 
diligentlye folowethe my plealure, that thee intreatethe 
my bookes no woꝛſe than hir owne chyldꝛen, becauſe 
the ſeeth meloue ſtudy ſo well. In whych thynge me 
thynke hir wooꝛthye moze pzeyſe than was Plinius 
wyfe: — as muche as thee was lerned hir ſelfe, and this 
is not. 
¶ Nowe howe muche moꝛe honeſtlye doth che, than ſu⸗ 
chejas dꝛawe their houſbandes from ſtudye, and coun⸗ 
ſayle theim to luker, playe, oꝛ other pleaſures, that they 
maye,optayne parte them ſelte,eyther of luker,playe,oz 
volupties, becauſe they can get no parte of they: ſtudye. 
And the fooles knowe not, howe muche moze ſure and 
veraye pleaſure it were, to haue a wyſe man than a ry⸗ 
che oz voluptous. Moꝛeouer they ſhulde lyue a greate 
deale moꝛe quietlye wyth wiſe men, than with ignoꝛant 
fooles , that — ſet the bzydell of reaſon to rule 
theyꝛ fantaſpyes withall, whiche be foꝛ the moze parte ca 
ried quite awate withe luche mocions as come in theyꝛ 
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ſtudye oꝛ any thyng els either by woꝛdes tountenaunce 
. o2 geſture , oꝛ any maner of ſygnes, chee chall loue all 
thynge in hym, haue all thynge in reuerence , and let 
greate ſtoꝛe by it, what ſo euer he dothe aſſente al thing 
vnto hym, and beleue what ſo euer he ſateth though he 
tolde that neyther were tru, noꝛ lyke to be, noꝛ pꝛelume 
aboue hir houlbande in anye maner thynge, ſhall reken 
hym hir father, hir loꝛde, hir elder, hir better. Thys 
Gall che both knowlage in dede, and make ſemblaunce 
of. Foꝛ howe can anye loue oꝛ frendſhyp ſtande, if thou 
beyng ryche, diſpile hym pooze : oz fayꝛe thy ſelfe, lothe 
n hym beyng foule,oz thy ſelfe ofgreate bloode,dildeigne. 
AJuue nan. hym as of lowe byꝛthe; Juuenall ſapethe, There is no⸗ 
| thinge moze intollerable than a ryche Wife. Saint iero 
N nyme ſaieth the lame, wꝛiting agaynſt Jouyniane. nd 
ft hey Cheopꝛaſt ſaieth, It is a tourment to fuffre a rich wife 
War But I can not beleue that, excepte they ſaie, if che be yl 
and lewde with all. Foz what a lewdenes is it, not to 
conſyder howe vayne a thynge money ts For it is the 
vyleſte ot all thynge that men be pꝛoude of. But manye 
lyght and trayle myndes wyll ryſe a lofte with a littell 
wynde. Ah foole,dooeth not wedlocke make all thynge 
common : Fo2 itthat frendſhippe make all thyng com⸗ 
mon, howe muche moze dothe maryage make common 
not onlye their money, but alſo frendes, kynſefolkes, 
and all thynge elles Whertoze the Romapnes(as 
Plutarche aicthe)commaunded in theyꝛ lawes, that 
the houſbande and wife chulde geue nothynge one vnto 
an other, becauſe that neyther chulde reken anye thynge 
pꝛiuatly theyꝛ owne. In a good common wele Blato 
laieth, that theſe wozdes, Myne and thine, chulde be put 
a waie Than muche moꝛe in a good mg 
rt che 
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che is than the beſt,and moſt perfet, therto moſte welth⸗ 

full, whan there is as one body vnder one head. Foz if 

it haue many heddes oꝛ many bodies. it is like a mon- 

ſter. Moe ouer, all is the hulbandes, and after the ſi⸗ 
militude of Plutarche , thoughe there be moꝛe water 

than wyne in the cuppe, yet is all the myxture called 

wyne, ſo thoughe the woman b2ynge neuer ſo muche w 9 
hir, and the man neuer ſo littell, vet all is hys. Foz he 
muſte nedes haue all that the woman hathe, that hathe 
hir ſelfe and is hir loꝛde. Ind thou mayeſt here our loꝛd | 
ſaie to the: Woman, thou ſhalt be in the rule ot thi houl⸗ Bene . in. 
band:and he chal haue the maſtrt on the. Noꝛ he is to be 
diſpiſed foꝛ his fauoure.Foz thou haſte fauoure, and he 
bath the with thy faudur. | 
CJ wyll not diſpute , howe ſklender a thynge beautye 
is whiche ſtandethe but onely in mennes opinions. Foꝛ 
tee that is fayꝛe in one mans lighte, is foule in an o⸗ 
thers. Howe frayle, and vnto howe manye ieopardies 
indangered, howe ſletynge, and howe vnſtable a thyng 
is beautie, whan one agewe, on wart, oꝛ one here maye 
of the moſte goodly make the moſte lothſome 2 And in | 
men, no bodye dely2etheſuche grace of fayznes:but thei 
thynke it in a woman verye comlye, and pet chalte thou pal xrci. 
rede in the wyſe kynges ſaiynge:Fauour is a diſceittull 
thynge, and beautye is vayne. But the womanne that 
dꝛedeth god che ſhalbee pꝛeyſed. Finally, ſeynge that 
ye be one fleſche, oz rather one perſone, bothe thou and 
thy houſbande, than can he neuer be foule that hathe 
a fayze wyfe, And if thou wylte not ſuppoſe neyther the 
wife noz the houſband to be fayze,Uertue alone is both Zoster 

beautieandnoblenes | 
I wyll let palle here, howe foolyſhe a thynge it is, 
76 3.1 89 that 
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that they! callnoblenes. whoſe opinion and eſtimation 
ſtandeth in the comen voice ot people, which is maiſter 
of all erroures. But be thou neuer ſo noble, if thou ma⸗ 
rye to one vnnoble, thou arte made vnnobler than he: 
noꝛ the wyfe tan not be maꝛe noble than hir huſbande: 
Foz that thyng can not be alowed in no kind of beaſtes. 
The chyldꝛen haue the name of the father thoꝛowe all 
the woꝛlde, as of the better: and than it thou be very no 
ble, eyther muſte he be made very noble, oꝛ thou vnno⸗ 
ble , And in Ciuile lawe the women haue they: dende 
nitee of theyꝛ houſbandes, and not of their fathers. , 
ſo muche that thole that were commpyn of moſte noble 
father, if they maryed vnto one ot the lowe degree, they 
were not called noble. And that appered well in the 
noble women of Rome, wyhyche dꝛoue out the cha- ; | 
pell of chaſtitee, that was oꝛdayned foz noble women, 
one Uirginia, commen of noble parentes, betauſe he 
was maryed vnto a man ot lowe byꝛthe: and ther oꝛe 
they ſaied, che was none of theim, but of the common 
rate of people:neyther Ge denyed that, noꝛ was aſſha⸗ 
med to be taken foꝛ one ot the lowe people, no diſpiſed 
the common people in compariſon of the nobles, noꝛ a⸗ 
baſched to be called Utirginia Uolunnius votfe.. 
¶ Alſd Coꝛnelia, doughter vnto Scipio, whan ſhee 
was maryed vnto an houſe, whiche was in dede great 
and famous. and honoꝛable: howe be it, nothynge a⸗ 
ble to be compared with hir fathers, beyng hir felte of 
the beſte bloods in Rome, and one the moſte chiefe of 
that blood, doughter o Scipio, whiche was the con⸗ 
querour of: Ifrike,the pꝛince ofthe Senate, and al the 
people of Rome, and alſo of all the wozlde »moſte ex⸗ 
| n te * to hir mother Emilia, 3 
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of the bloode of the Emylians, the molle honourable 
and famous, bothe in Rome, and ali the wozlde : yet 
che hauinge ſo greate honoure, ' bothe of fathers ſyde 
t of mothers, had leauer euer be called, ComeliaGracz 
chy,by hir hulbandes name, than Coꝛnelia Scipionis. 
Wherfoꝛe ſome were diſcontente,vohiche foꝛ honoure v- 
ſed to call hir Coꝛnelia Deipionts,byhir tathers name 
¶ Theſia, ſyſter vnto the elder Dionyſpus the tyzanne 
of Spꝛacuſe, was maried to oue Philorenus. whyche 
whan he had gone aboute to do a diſpleaſure vnto Dio⸗ 
niſtus,and was ſpied aud conftreigned to fle out of Si⸗ 
cille, this Thelia his wyfe was ſent foꝛ by the kyng hir 
bꝛother, and rebuked or hym, becauſe che dyd not diſco 
uer hir hulbandes flighte vnts hym. Whyecſaid che) we 
neſte thou that J were lo vyle and abiecte, that if J had 
knowen of his goyng. J wolde not a gone with al x fo 
lowed him, and ben rather the wife ol Philorenusß out 
lawe in ame place in the woꝛlde, than king Dioniſius ſt 
ſter here at home in my countreye : A nd al the Diracuſt 
ans had in greate reuerence this gave # bertuous mind 
of hirs. And whan the tyꝛans were baniſched, they both 
woꝛchipped hir in hir like, and honozed after hir deathe. 
¶ Mary the wyfe ol Marimilian the Emperour, whi⸗ 
che had by hir father ol inheritaunce all Flanders and 
Picardye, and the people ſet noughte bye the ſimple and 
ſofte diſpoſicion of Maximilian, and ſewed foꝛ all they 
matters vnto Mary his wyfe, yete wolde che neuer de⸗ 
termyne anye thynge withoute hir houſbandes adupſe, 
whole wylbthe:reckenede euer foꝛ a lawe, thoughe thee 
myghte wel enoughe haue ruled c oꝛdened al as che liſt 
withe his good wyll:whiche vſed to ſuffre of his mylde 
ſtomacke anye thynge that the lyſte, vnto his good and 
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pꝛudent wyle, and that is hir owne goodes. Se Mary 
by obeiynge hir houſbande, and regardyng hym ſo wel, 
bꝛought hym in to great auctoꝛite, and made the people 
moꝛe obedient vnto them both, as though their powers 
were increaſed and aided either by other. And theſe du⸗ 
1 ties be in the mind. , F 

Ade dene CNowe muſte we b2ydell the tonge⸗ which if the mind 
. be wel bꝛideled, it chal rule it wel enough. Foz the cauſe 
why many women be ratle of tonge, is becauſe they can 
not rule their mindes. Foꝛ ire occupieth them hole, and 
plucketh out of frame, noz ſuffereth anye parte of them 
to rule it ſelte : and therfoꝛe haue they neyther mealure 
no: reaſon in their chydynge and ſcoldynge , Foz theye 
be put beſyde all reaſon and diſctecton, whan the fyze 
hath catched all together and made his owne , whiche 
ſoone increaſeth in ſofte tymber and apte foꝛ fyze, wher⸗ 
of cometh rageynge, but or ſtomacke and tongue with⸗ 
oute meaſure, Whiche J haue ofte wondꝛed on, andthat 
in verye good and honeſte women, in whome, ſauynge 
this one vyce, ther lackethe neither chaſtiteenoz good- 
nes, manyfolde and great vertues , Vet haue J miſſed 
| in theim moderacion and temperaunce of ire and lan- 
guage: in ſo muche that J haue been aſſhamed of it, 
thoughe none of it hathe perteyned to me, but bene a- 
monge thoſe that haue been very ſtrangers to me at left 
if one Chꝛiſten body oughte to be a ſtranger vnto an o⸗ 
ther. Thertoꝛe as it is a harde vertue foꝛ a woman ta 
temper hir tonge, ſo verilye it is the moſt goodly bertue 
| that can belonge to any. Whyche thyng the chal eaſplye 
| do if che abyde in hir owne power, noz ſuffre hir ſelfe 
| to be caried awaye with hir owne fantaſpes as it were 
| | | with 
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With ſtozmes of wether, And this lette hir ofte call to 
mynde ſpectally, and purpoſe whyle thee is (afe and in 
hir owne power, that if che chaunce to falle at wozdes 
withe hir houſbande, che rebuke not noꝛ diſpzayſe either 
his kynne, oꝛ perſon, oz condicions, oꝛ hys lte whiche 
thynge ſhe woteth chulde greue his ſtomacke. Fo ifhe: 
be angred withe ſuche a thynge, he wyll bothe be woꝛſe 
to reconcyle, and after that he is agreed agayne, yet as 
oft as that woꝛde comethe vnto his remembꝛaunce he, 
wyll neuer loke merily on hir, beſyde the diſpleaſure 
that it is ts god. Foꝛ oure lozde ſaiethe in the goſpell of 
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Matthew :doho lo ſaiethe vnto his bꝛother Racha, that Math + 


is to ſaie, bꝛapnles, ſhall be accuſable vnto the coun⸗ 
ſayle:and he that ſateth foole, hall be dampnable vnto 
the pyt of fyꝛe. Nowe than conſyder what thou chalte 
haue, that makeſt that great raylyng, not onelye on the 
bꝛother, but alſo thy father, and as much as lieth in the 
on the deputie of god and all thy kyn. And if thy houl⸗ 
bande lape anye ſuche thyng vnto thy charge, be wyſe, 
that it abyde not in thy remembꝛaunce, but ſuffre it pa⸗ 
ciently: and whan he is comen vnto hym ſelfe agayne, 
thou ch alte optayne great thanke ot hym foz thy ſuffe- 
raunce, and ſhalte tourne his furious minde vnto good: 
and ſhalte haue hym the moze gentyll afterwarde, and 
eaſier to deale with. 

C Terence, whole purpoſe was none other, but to 
expꝛeſſe the conditions ofthe woꝛlde in hys comedyes, 
wꝛiteth ofa chaſt and honeſt yonge woman in thyswiſe 
She as becometh an honeſt woman chamekaſte, ſad, 
and demure, ſuffered all the iniuries and fautes ol hir 
hulbande and kepte cloſe the diſpleaſures , And ſo the 
cauſes, the houl bandes mynde tourned agayne 9 5 5 
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| vis wyte; frame whole loue he abhoꝛred. And that was 
— the woyſe nource in Denecks the pocte, 
- whiche Hee gaue vnto Octauia the wyte of Nero, 
ſaiynge: Uanquiche thy cruell houlebande rather 
with: obedyente. ä 


¶ Noꝛ let not a woman cafte in hir houſbandes tethe 
a benefitte dooen vnto hym by hir, whiche is an vn⸗ 


ſittinge and diſpleaſgunte thynge , -yeaamonge thoſe 
that be nothynge of kynne together: and he that ca⸗ 
ſteth his benefite in an other mannes tethe, lolethe hys 
thanke that he chulde haue had. Foz he hathe trycken 
it out ot the others herte. 
¶ Moꝛedcuer it thou conlider wel, there can be no bene⸗ 
kite doone by the to tyne huſbande, to whom thou art 
bounden as muche, as vnto thy father oꝛ thy ſelte other 
Moꝛ any good woman wyll make muche reherſall of 
hir kinred, oꝛ goades, whiche thyng wil lyghtly wery 
hir houſbande,beyng neuer ſo louynge. The poet Juue 
nall ſatethe , that he had leauer haue a pooze woman, 
and of lowe birthe, than Coꝛnelia the doughter of Sci⸗ 
pio Affrican(ot whole vertues we haue ſpoken here be- 
toze) if he be pzoude and ſtatelpe of hir kathers noble⸗ 
nes fer he laieth in thys wyſe: 

J had leauer haue a pooꝛe Uenuſyne 

Than the, Coꝛnelia mother vnto-Gracchis, 

Ikthou bꝛing with thy vertues fine 

Pꝛoude lokes, and reken vp triumphis. 
Awaie with — pꝛaie the, in armis 
DOuercomen, and ar vanquyſſhed 

And with holle Carthage al together fipted, 
(Che ſage man Plutarche commaundethe, that in 
_ begynnynge ot marpage all occaſpons of I 

ulde 
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chulde be eſchewed,whan the loue is yet not well knitte 
together, and is pet tendꝛe and weake, and ealy to bꝛeke 
with any littell cauſe, as a veſſell newe made wil a ſun- 
dꝛe with a mal knocke. Noꝛ let hir not chide a bed. 
Foꝛ where ſhoulde they laie awaie they: diſpleaſure, if 
they make that place troubleſome, and comberous with 
ſtoldynge, whiche is moſte meete foz lone and concoꝛde, 
and as it were, coꝛrupteth the medicine, that the des 
of the mind uld be holpen with 


How ſhe ſhald yur betwene hir huſband and hit 
ſelte pʒiuatei. The vi. Chapter. 


T were not vnmete foꝛ this plate, to reherſe, hob the 
1* tto behaue hir in pꝛuilte and ſecreatlye vnto hir 
2: hulbande,betwene him and hir. 

¶ Fyꝛtt let hir vnderſtande:that thei that were wont to 
make ſacrifice vnto Juno, whome they called the ruler 
and ouerſeer of wedlocke,nener offred the gall in ſacri⸗ 
fyte that they made, but toke it oute of the beaſte ; and 
taſte it awaie behynde theaulter,ſpgnifiynge that there 
oughte to bee neither diſpleaſure,noz anye bytternes a⸗ 
monge maryed couples. Alſo they were wonte to cou- 
ple Uenus and Mercury together in maryage, as a- 
pleaſure and mirthe. Foꝛ the wyte choulde couple and 
bynde hir huſband vnto hir euery daie moꝛe and moze, 
with hir pleaſant and gentyll condicious. Foꝛ no! 

dothe moꝛe dꝛawe and entice vnto it, than doth fk 
condicions and ſwete ſpeche. A wile woman Guld haue 
in mynde mery tales, + hiſtozieshow be it yet honeſt) 
wherwith ſhe mare rekreche hit hulband, and make him 
mery,whan he is wery. And alſo che ſhall learne pꝛece⸗ 
ptes of wyſedome, to exhozte 3 vnto vertue oꝛ dꝛaw 
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hym from vice with al, and ſome ſage ſentences again} 


' 'theaſſautes and rages'of both foꝛtunes, both to plucke 


downe hir houſbandes ſtomacke ; if he bee. pzoude of 
pꝛoſperitee and welth;and tocomfoztand coꝛage hym, 
ik he be — meth aduceiÞie;S0/1 Placi⸗ 
dia daughter vuto Theodoſtus, the emperoure, whan 
hir houlbande Athaulpus the kxnge or i -Gothians, 
was in purpoſe vtterly ta deftrop Rome and the name 
bot Komanes wete eloqueute and pleaſaunt 
ane sech e en pur⸗ 
C And agapne the lwytt ſhal make hir houlband A coun 
ſayle ot all hir ſozowes andcares:fo that they be mete 
— — — ——— 
co 
and loꝛde ene ü 
22 me —— —ç ͤ71—n | 
oz lightly we 


— 
— * andes iewent vnladevs! of our! thoughtes, 
and in whom we trul He. An lyghtly foltes loue 
22 * they recken they! ſelf loued 


andtruſte Wo 
Conn Geinas ache as te mie ſerche 
dilygentlxe, whether hin houſbande haue anye yll ſul⸗ 
pection in hir, whether there be any ſparkes of anger, 
92 hate, oꝛ any remnantes oꝛ tokens of theim lefte in. 
his mpndeatthere beanye ſuche thynge, lette hir — 
bour to get it oute er it growe greatter. Fox theſe thyn⸗ 
ges increaſe lyghtly with a littell cauſe. Let hir there⸗ 
foꝛe get this out of hir houſbandes mynde by gentyll 
meanes, and contente hym agayne , Foz vnknowen 

e increaſe and diſtroye the bodye ſoner. 1 
; thole 


a chꝛiſten woman. xt. 
thoſe that appere. Lctte hir not ſtryue to pluthe it out, 
noꝛ handle —— — «ew (fare in, 
whanche n 5 CL etter ee anus e 
Kao let hin nes ; thateyther 
tent with hir. Tm with 2 Houfband 
hir. Our loꝛde ſa . 
dooe thyne oſtryng at the ite: | 
anye diſpleaſure is ve 4 T0 A 2 4 | 
. —— kryn re ert 
be agreed firſte withe thy bꝛother and after 


epi gry over Dei. 1 . | | 
of god in vaynezas longeasthy! CREW 
with he, but muche moꝛe — — 8 
Cyr corner — — 


holye 
bed of wedlocke, let hit take good hede. to kepe moꝛe 
—— and cloſe; tharthe ———.— 


and red, becauſe they reckenedthelecretes' of wedlocke 
to be as tente een . 


noꝛ to be conueniente tu con 8 — —— 
ve knowene of o E and hir 
houſbande. — wot my he pee 


ched vnto Wacedone;vatothe quene Whertoꝛe they 
were woꝛthy to haue their wynes bothe to keepe faythe 
and counſayle with theim, Nowe if they dyd that vnto 


* enempe armed agaynſt theim hawe muche moꝛe 
Aa. ij is it 
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is it fo the to do it vnto thy houſbande . Poꝛtia wyfe 
— toe —— 5 ot 1225 1 
cou epe e 
oz not. And whan ſhe ſawe che coulde hyde the wounde 
and keepe it ſecrete , than was che ſo bolde as to aſke of 
hir houſbande , what e ſtudied fo carefully bpon: 
And whan he had tolde hir howe they purpoled to ſlea 
Ceſar.Chee kepte hir as well as any that was of the 
ſame counſlatle;” © 
¶ Neyther the wpfe oughte onlpe to louehir hulbande 
hit ſelfe;but allo to ſee, that che make not other folkes 
to hate hym;02 bꝛynge hym into any teopardy, by cau⸗ 
ſynge hym to beemned thꝛoughe hir meanes. Noꝛ iet 
not hir vle hir houlbande to be hir page, and reuenge 
all iniuryes doone vnto hir, except it be the parell of cha 
ſtitee, whiche is the moſte pꝛecious thynge that a _ | 
man can haue 
CJfany bodyehaue ſpoken woozdes of diſpleaſure.ox 
dilhoneſtie vnto hir. oz done a thynge that maie ſeme to 
greue hir tendꝛe mynde, let hir not renne ſtr ta 
hir houlbande, and kindell his ſtomacke withe fyꝛye 
woꝛdes, ſuche as angre is wonte to cauſe. A good wo 
man ſhall take all ſuche thynges paciently, and chall 
reken hir ſeife ſafe and ſure enoughe, as longe as hir 
chaſtitee is holland vntouched : whiche if it be polluted 
there is nothing to be reckened pure. 
¶ She chall vie in chaumbꝛe not onelye chaſte beha- 
uour, but alſo ſhamfaſtnes. And let hir remembꝛe that 
che is a wyfk in whome Plutarche wolde haue bothe 
greate loue and great demurenes coupled and ioined to 
gether. They ſaie, that the queenes of Perſe were wont 
to kepe pꝛiuate and ſobze feaſtes with their huſbandes. 
but 
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but as foz in wanton bankettes came none but ſyn- 
gers, mynſtrelles, and concubtnes,wedlocke was had 
in ſuche reuerence , Foz as the noble pzince was wonte 


toſaie,A wite was a name ot᷑ dignitee and not of bodili 
luſt:ſo the huſbande is a name of couplyng and affint- 


¶ Noꝛ the houſbandes oughte not to geue theim ſelfe 

vato ouer muche pleaſure,noz to delite in any company 
but their wiues, but oure purpoſe is not here to teache 
the houſbandes , Yowe be it, it is not conueniente fox 
them to be maiſters of wãtonnes and lechery vnto their 
wyues. And let theim euer remembꝛe this ſaiynge of 
Xyſtus the philoſopher; He is an adultrar wythe hys 
wyte, who ſo is ouer excedynge and ouer hote a louer. | 
And let hym obey the apoltle Paule,ſaipnge vntohuſ-**** 
bandes that they hulde haue their wiues as veſſels of 
generacion in holynes, and not in vnleful oz immo⸗ 
derate , concupiicence as the pagans dooe, that knowe 
not god. The ſpouſe in the canticles calleth hys ſpouſe 
ſyſter,to the entente to make his loue moze melurable: 
but we wyl returne againe vnto women. 
¶ Lette theim not detoyle the holye and honeſte bed of - 
wedlocke wyth fylthye and lecherous artes. The chaſte 
wyfe of Spartan, whan ſhe was aſked. ; it che vled to 
go vnto hir houſbande, Naye perde (ſaied ſhe) but he 
vnto me. Foꝛ the chaſte woman neuer pꝛouoked the luſt 
of hir houſbande,noz vled the bodilye pleaſure, but foʒ 
hir houſbandes pleaſure,  ' /,, | 2; 
Trebellus Pollio waitethe , that zenobia, the quene 
of Palmyꝛa.a very wel lerned and a wyſe woman was 
of ſo great chaſtitee, that ſhee wolde nat lye wythe hir 
houlbande, without the had pꝛoued befoꝛe, whether ih 
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hiche alter cher had bozne one chylde, 

— Iapget cpg-oet- 


vnderſt al enoughe,that thyng 
che (8 wiſtten 0 { nene bodelye plealitr 
is vuwozthy this nt nature ol ours, whiche we 
haue of the ſoy ae Sag euery-bodye dilpilethe it 
the moꝛe and caſteth it awate,the moze that he hath of 
that extellencie of theloule and the nigher that he is to 
god and other heauenly myndes,nepther wyl vle thys 
pleaſure often, excepte it be ſuche as haue but beaſtive, 
ele AndAblecte mndus. And haue taken muche of 


vile 
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e 


— rei. 
vyle nature, and veray litle of that high and-celeſtiall 
nature. Pou wyues, whan you put ot your ſmockes 
put on chamefaſtnes, and kepe alwaie bothe daie and 
ipght,bothe in companye of other men and of pour hul 
andes: bothe in the lyght and in the darke, that moſte 
honeſte vayle of nature. Let neuer god, let neuer angel⸗ 
tes, let neuer your owne tonſciente elpie you bare ot the 
couer ofſhamefaſtnes, Foꝛ there is nothynge moze 
faule and lothſome , than yon be; ifyou be naked of that 
Couer. The wyle and ſad poet He pus wolde not 
haue women to put ot their in the nightes, by 
cauſe the nightes be the immoꝛtall goddes. 


C Of trotoſy. The. vu. Chapter. 


Icero, callethe ieoloſpe after thopinion of the ſto⸗ 
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e, which a | ige! by 232 8 #3 £4 | | 
inthe herte,l fo ag * hope to 
haue peace. It were better foꝛ them bothe to be deeade, 
than any of mans fall into ieoloſpe, e ſpetiallye the 
man. What peines oꝛ tourmente can be compared, both 
fozhym that is 'vered withe the inquietnes of teoloſy, 
and hym ofwhome the feareis: Therof rpſethe gro⸗ 
nyng,complaynynge, cripnge, with hate bothe of hym 
ſelfe and other, and perpetuall ſulpeccion ofharme, 
and 0 <ydyng,bphulyng, fyghtynge e, yea and alſo mur⸗ 


der, 


anne 


der. Fobbve haue bothered and heard tel of many, that 
haue ſlayne theyꝛ wyues, moued onely with teoloſy, 
The which affection dooeth alſo rage in wylde beaſtes: 
Fo: Ariſtotell wzitethe, that the lyon wyll all to teare 
the lyones, if he take hir in adultrye , And J my ſelfe, 
with manye other mo, haue ſeen the Cocke ſwanne kyll 
hys — che folowed an other cocke. There⸗ 
_ fozelet the woman laboure withall hir power, leaſt this 
fantaſye come vpon hir huſbande : oꝛ if it come vppon 
him, to get him out of it, and cauſe him to leaue it. 
And that chall che dooe onelye by one meane, that is it 
ſhe neyther ſaie noꝛ do, that hir huſbande mate take ſu⸗ 
ſpytion of. Sayncte Paule, ſayncte Hieronyme, Ariſto⸗ 
tle, and many other great and wyſe men counſaile verie 
_ ＋ ha neither dooe vll, noꝛ any thing that lon 
eth to pil; 

| THaraduenture thou wylte late, that this is an harde 
thing. Foꝛ who can rule other mens ſulpcioulnes: 
Pes manpe waies. Firſte if 42 pom lyue chaſtlpe, and that 
is the readieſt waie. Foz time euer bꝛyngethe foozth the 
trouthe, and tyme caulethe the es eheade to fade and 
vaniſſhe awaye, and ronkirmethe and hethe the 
trouthe. It thou be good and haue a teolo huſbande, | 
yet maieſte thou hope that he wyll putte awaie that vn⸗ 
quietnes of mynde. But and thou be naughte, be ſure, 
that that fantaſte all neuer goe frome hym, but ra⸗ 


therencreace daielpe. Fynallye, ik thou ſuffce'thy houl⸗ 


bandes iedloſpe gyltles, thou arte happye; if gylty thou 
arte vnhappye. Therloꝛe chalte thou bothe loue thyne 
hulbande, and laboure that he maye perceyue him ſelfe 
toued, but beware that thou vle no feignynge noꝛ dyl⸗ 


ſymularion: Foz than themoze craftelye thathe _ 
the 


dm Ald — — 


— pate the. Fog frigning 
Dif moze ſoꝛe e e. Foz | 
_—_ lightip cometh to the poynte that it is -purpoled; ae Dumme 
but foz the moꝛe part cleane contrarp. " 
CJ geue womenne often warninge.andofte in deede 
they neede warnynge,and ituche;moee the men, that 
they dilceiue not theim ſelfe, ſuppoſinge to be no force, 
whether one do a thynge in deede, oꝛ leme to do if, Foz 
they be but fooles and ne chat wene they all 
alter the nature ofthynges withe colo 
nynge. Let hir hel eeuc foloneroman 
ſo well as hir houlbande, but aifo'tolone none dthere 
at all but hym. Ik che ioue anpe other, lette it de but foꝛ 
hir houlbandes lake:oz it cher ranne not loue hir houl⸗ 
bandes frendes, vet let hir not hate theym. Foꝛ ther be 
manye men, that can be well 9 5 verie 
gladde, to haue all other thynges in comon with theyꝛe 
wyues excepte frendes. And in the ſame mynde be wy⸗ 
ues ta, as concernynge theyz maides, and other women 
that they loue. Whan ſhe 7 e „let hir we 
greate demurenes, neyther lonegladlyto:kepe tompa⸗ 
nye, oʒ comon withe other wom | 
with women that haue nau 
the ſyght of anye baude: as foꝛ letters 
geue noꝛ receyue, hir huſbande dwinge. 
ſpzake but lyttell of other womens Huſb » Ney- 
ther pꝛaiſe theyꝛ fapzenes;0z any good pꝛopꝛete of thetr 
pzrſon,neyther gladlye geue an eare vnto any that pꝛai 
ſethe theim, noꝛ loke muche vpon t do any 
thynge afoze theim that ſhoulde be vrraſton to any body 
to ſuſpecte ll. Theſe muſte J nedes ſaie, becaule that 
J would ſhee ſhould not onely eſchewe harme, but alſo 
kuery 896— the yy of harme, ol 
owe 


35 


CNow wyll J fpeake of the womans ieoloſye, which: 
tt che haue anye, J wyll not greatly go about much re⸗ 

medye, to get it away, ſo it bee not to much and to vio⸗ 
leute, and trouble. peace oc all the houſe, and vere hir 
houſoande. Foꝛ it᷑ it were ſuche, than were it good foꝛ 
to ſeke remedy. Fyꝛſt and foꝛmoſte let the woman con⸗ 

ſyd2e, that hir huſbande is hir loꝛde, noz that The mate: 
dooe by righte all that he mate. Foz the man is not ſo 
muche bounde as the woman to kepe chaſlitee, at leaſte 
waies bye the lawes of the woꝛlde, foꝛ by goddes lawe 
bothe be bounde in lyke. Let hir conſide, that the man 
lyueth moze at lybertee than the woman, and hath moꝛe 
to caxe'toz , Foz ſhe hath nothynge to ſee to, but hir ho⸗ 
neſtie. Lette hir ſtoppe hir eares vnto ſuche, as tell hit 
vll of _ houſbande, and thynke they dose it but to pike 
Achantz en mme IRR C49 $710 
C.Hexmnyone,wyfe vnto Cadmus the kynge ol The⸗ 
bis, whan che hadde gone ftome hir houſbande, moued 
by ieolaſpe, he complaynethe and ſozoweth in the tra⸗ 
gedie of Euripides the porte ſaipnge that muche reſoꝛt 
of women vnto hir had vndone hir, becauſe: ſhe hadde 
geuen lyſtenyuge and credence vnto thole ſclaunde⸗ 
rexg. Therfoꝛe i a woman purpoſe to foꝛſake hir hul 
bande foꝛ hir concubines: oz els to to bꝛaule ſoꝛe wyth 
hym, eat hir call vntoremem the wooꝛdes that 
a certaine man ſpabe ones, whan he chaſed a fugytine 
ſexuaunte that he had, and he ranne into the backehouſe 
Jain glade ſaied he, to ſe the there as I wolde haue put 
the. and J had catched the:ſoleate the wyfe thynke, that 
che coude do nothynge that choulde moze pleaſe hir hul 
bandes concubyne, than if che renne frome hir houle 

and hir huſpande, oz elles be at debate with him, Foz: 

1 þ than. 
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than ſhe doyll thynke to haue his fauour the moꝛe whan 
ſhe ſeeth his wyke caſte it of with hir frowardnes , be⸗ 
ſyde the ſpeache of people, whyche thynge is wozle foꝛ 
a woman. chau to lulkre anye kynde of peyne withe hir 
honſebande, ' 
CWereadeinflotves that yonge and newe maryed 
r 
ue o e all ey haue 
ſuſpected them doith other women, and fold wed them in 
ou wooddes and — and there in che darke baue 


ſteade of w and ſuffered great peyne foz 
theyꝛ curious teoloſpe. But howe 


e moꝛe curteſſye 
and wyſelydyd Tertia Emilia wyfe onto Aﬀeicane 


the fy:fte,whichewyarthee jathir-houſebande 
had a fantaſye —.— of hir mapdes F — che 


hir countrey and alſohir ſelfe of impacien 
— Leong houſba! — 
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were buta fantaſye of bodily pleaſure , and not ofloue; 
Mozeouer, if the wyte chulde take diſpleaſure wythe 
hir houſbande, che ſhulde but pꝛouoke hym the moze: 
and it the ſuffre hym, che chall the ſoner reclayme hym, 
and ſpeciallye whan he dothe perceyue and compareto 
gether hir gentle maners,and his concubines varea- 
ſonable pꝛyde: foꝛ ſo Terence, a peyncter and declarer 
of the woꝛldes condicions, wꝛiteth in the comedie called 
Hecyꝛa, that Pamphilus was gotten frome Bacchis 
his concubyne whome he loued ſo well:and bꝛought a⸗ 
wate hys mynde vnto hys wyfe, after that he had ones 
conſydered and knowen well hym ſelfe, and 'Bacchis, 
and his wyfe that was at home, eſtemynge bothe theyze 
maners as they were in dede, how his wyft was, as an 
honefte woman oughte to be ſobꝛe, demre and ſhamtaſt 
and howe che ſuffered al the harmes and wꝛonges that 
hir haulbandes dyd vatohyz, and kepte hir diſpleaſurs 
in cloſe:than hys mynde by littell and littell ouertomen 
partipe with pitye, that he had on his wyfe, partly with 
wꝛonges doone by Bacchis, fell cleane oute from Bac⸗ 
chis, and tourned all hys lone vnto his wyft ſeynge che 
was ofcondiciong.arro2dyngeto hys Appetyte, Thus 
ſareth Terence;' ''* + WYATT 
Neyther J wyll let paſſe the dedes ofthat noble wo⸗ 
man, whiche whan hir hulbande was withe loue 
. —— — — 
to hir with ieoperdy of his lyfe, becauſe ol the womans 
houſbande and hir bꝛetherne, that laye ſtyll in watche 
fozhym ſaisd, vnto hir honſbande in this maner: Syꝛ 
J fe yon can not be gotten awate from the loue ok that 
woman neyther J wwyll require that of you J deſyze 
2 I ſo great ieoperdy of 
your 
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your lyfe: che laieth the wyl be content to go withe you; 
Theretoꝛe bꝛynge hir home vnto youre owne caſtell, 
and J Hall leaue hir all this the moſte goodlyeſte parte 
of the place, and go my ſelfe into an other. And J pꝛo⸗ 
myſe you ot my faythe; to entreate hir none other wyſe 
than myne ovone ſyſter : yk you fynde contrarye, dziue 
me out of the houſe, and let hir abyde. So in conclu⸗ 
ſion chee perſwaded hir houſebande:and vpon a nyghte 
he bꝛoughte his concubyne in to hys caſtell ſoꝛe trems 
blyng and fearinge hir louers wyle But che receined 
hir moſte gentelly and courteſiy and bꝛoughte hir into 
hir chamber , noꝛ neuer called hir but lyſter, and lente 
vnto hir twyſe a daye and commaunded che chulde bee 
entreated moze tendꝛelye and dayntylye than hir owne 
ſelle, without any token of hate either in woꝛd oz dede. 
Than ſated ſhe vnto hir houſebande: Nowe than yone 
ble your loue with leſſe care and ieopatdy. So the man 
of an hole peare came not at hys wyfe:which wss both 
fayꝛer and mozenoble of byꝛthe, and honeſt ; and all 
poynctes moze goodlye than his concubyne. What thee 
thought in hir minde, onelye god knowethe:but as far 
as men coulde perceyue,ſhe toke no dilſpleaſure wythe 
the matter at all, ſpecially after che had rydde hir hul⸗ 
bande oute of ieoperdye. Muche was che in the church 
and much in pꝛayer; and euer man knewe wel enough 
hir trouble, but no man knewe that ener thee grutched 
o2 tomplaynede. Within a yere, this man tourned his 
mynde hollye vnto hys wyfe and beganne to hate hys 
t oncubyne deadly, and at the laſt put hir awaye and ſet 
all his loue vpon his wyfe, in ſo muche that euer after 
he ſaied, that all his mynde hys lyte and hys hert was 
in hir, and noweche laiethe, he will not 3 1 
| {Us | 
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and intollerable, 


and vnreaſonable 
and cauſe great veracion, bothe vnto their ſelfe and vn- 
to their hulvandes, — thepe matte not 
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5 achziſten woman. rcbf. 
¶ Sainct Ambꝛoſe 


ſpeaketh ol peinctyng in thys ma⸗ 
ner Hereof(lareth he cometh thoſe — of b 


tes, to peyncte they: faces with coloures, leaſt men ſhul 
myſlyke theym and with the adultery of theyꝛ face, they 
go aboute adultery of theyꝛ body. Nhat a madnes is it, 
to channge the naturall ymage, and take a picture:and 
whyles they feare thoyꝛʒ huſbandes iudgement, to vtter 
theyꝛ odone: F oꝛ the geueth tyꝛit iudgemente ot hir ſeife: 
——— tbe pk aofotyrrooge ofall 
[ 0 

che dyllyketh hir ſelfe. 

C Sainct Aniweoſetn theſe wozdes ſhewethe what his 
mynde is if the houſdande haue not ſpecyallpe com⸗ 
maunded his wyte to dode ſo. Neyther any wyſe man 
wyll commaunde it. But it he dooe command, oz it che 
knowe that it be hys wyl, chan foꝛ hys — — 
ſure leate hir dooe this. But than chall che ſaie as ſainet 
Heſter ſaied, whan che — — — | 
all the deuels pompe. Thou knoweſt good lozde)ſaiede ,, 
the my necellitee,and that J abhozre this ligne of pzyde, 
and ol myne honoure vpon my head on the dayes ol my, 
pompe, and J courſe it as acloute defyled with bioude , 
neyther vle to weare it on luche dayes as I ape beat „, 
reſt, Therfoze if a woman beeat hir lybertee to weare:>, 
what apparell the lyſte ;leat — that ther is 
no cauſe greatiy deſyꝛed, wherfozethe oughte to deſyꝛe 


to be pꝛoudelye and goodlye apparaled; che is ma 
ryed, and —— — 
they hunt fo2 with ſurh nettes. j 


C Saincte Cypꝛian the marty2 byddeth maryed wo⸗ 
men take heede, that they doe not flater and ercuſe their 


ane fantalpes, and lykynges in theim ſelle wic 12 


huſbandes ; leaſte whan they late theyꝛ huſbandes foꝛ 
 they2 ercule;they take them fo2 fellowes and acceſſaris 


. C Who dyd not moꝛe regarde the wyfe of Cato, why- 
che was no very riche man, than al the wyues of a gret 
mcany of Publicannes whiche flowed in goodes : Allo 
it was moze honour foz Fantippe to be wife vnto pooze 


The inſtruetion o 


of theyꝛ vyce. 
CJ haue chewed myne opinion afoze already as con⸗ 


cernynge apparell:nowe it is beſte to geue au eare vn⸗ 
to ſaincte Peter and Paule, whiche bad a chaiſten wife 
weare ſimple raymente, and bee moꝛe goodle in holy⸗ 
nes of lyuynge, than golde oz pꝛecious ſtones. And in 
deede an honeſt woman hath other moꝛe goodly attire⸗ 
mentes, whiche as the wiſe man viſtus ſayethe, ſtan⸗ 
dethe in chaſte demeanoure as honeſte bꝛinginge vp ol 
hir childꝛen, as Coꝛnelia Gracchus wyte was wont to 
ſate:and alſo in hir huſbandes honour, oꝛ woꝛſchip. 

¶ The wite of Philo the wile man, whã ſhe went foꝛth 
vpon a time without a golden garland on hir head, and 
other noble women did weare, one aſked hir, whye the 
had none, ſhe anſwered againe: The huſbandes honour 
and vertue is oꝛnament enough vnto the wike, 


Socrates, than either vnto Scopa, oꝛ anve other ryche 
man in thole dates . Democrates ſaieth, that the oꝛna⸗ 
ment of a woman is ſmall apparell and lyttel ſpeache, 

and the is the moſte Honourable that hathe the beſt hul⸗ 
bande. Not withſtandynge, as J woulde haue awpfe 
to ble no Nate en Iykewyſe no moꝛe doo Ja⸗ 


lowe fylthye 5 erye raymente . Alſo ſome thynge 
muſte be tyme,place and common cuſtome, 


but not e but 1 muche leſte than theye 
require, 2 
M ri⸗ 


Cariftotle in his bokes of houſekepyng woulde haue 
A woman to vieleſſe rapmente and apparell, than the 
lawes and cuſtomes of the citee dooe apoynte. Fozlhe 
ought tocoulyder (ſateth he) that neyther goodly clo- 
thyng. noz excellent beautie, noꝛ abundannce of golde, 
challtauſe a woman ſo great wozibyp , as ſhall tobze< 
nes in all thynge , and ſtudie tote chaſte and honeſt- 
ly. Therfoze ought che rather to regardereaſon , ver- 
tue, and holynes, than vayne iudgementes and erroni 
ous cuſtomes , whiche haue been bꝛoughte vp by ſome 
vngrecious folkes, and accepted _,, and contutmed by 
the cozrupte and foolylche tantaſyes of the comon peo⸗ 
ple. Wherfoze ſome good and vertuous wyues ought 
with one aſſent to reſyſt and goe againſte luche cuſto- 
mes, and by lalendꝛe and ſymple apparell do theim ſelfe 
that is conuenient, and chewe exaumple vnto other, 
what waie they ought to take: and it chulde be a great⸗ 
fer pꝛaiſe toz them to put awaie an yll cuſtome, than fo⸗ 
lowe it. Noz there is no diſpayꝛe, but ſome mate bzinge 

downe that againe , whiche was bzought vp by ſome, 
Foz the conſent and agreement of govd women ſhoulde 
pꝛeuayle as muche in goodnes, as the conſent of vll 
women hath pꝛeuayled in naughunes, it they woulde 
ones begynne to ſtriue together, who choulde paſſe o⸗ 
ther in honeſtie meaſure, and chaſtitee, and recken it 
a wozthyp to gette the victoꝛie in thele thynges, and not 
in the boſtynge of rythes: whiche thinge dooeth' ſoone 
induce lyght myndes into a greatte enuie, and ſtryfe, 
but fewe doeth enuie that an other ſhulde be moze ver⸗ 
tuous than ſhe, oz moꝛe pacient, oz loue hir huſbande 
better: but many dooe enuie, if an other houlde haue 
moꝛe apparell, chaynes, bꝛouches * „ 02 * 
C than 


"tao The inſtruction ot 
than che. O pꝛoude and foolyſſhe beaſtes, euen created 
vnto vanitee and pompe here vppon ryleth ſtryte, and 
pꝛocedeth fooꝛthe with luche feruent myndes, as Cato 
ſateth veraie wyſely in the ſtoꝛy of Luuus, that the rich 
women woulde haue that whiche none othet chould be 
able to come by. And on the other ſyde, the pooꝛe wo⸗ 
men, leaſt they chulde be diſpiſed and naught let by, by 
that meanes thei ſtreigne them ſelf aboue theyz power. 
And ſo whan they be aſhamed of that, that they. huld 
not, and nothynge aſhamed of that, they choulde bee, 
they rodbe bothe theyz hulbandes and their childꝛen, to 
clothe theim ſelfe with, and leaue hunger and pouertee 
at home, that they maie go foꝛth theim ſelfe laden with 
ſylke and golde. Whertoze they compell theyꝛ huſban- 
des vnto ſhamefull crattes to gette by, and miſcheuous 
deedes , wit h ther z whyuynge and gronpng icalt their 
kyns women, alpaunce, oꝛ theyz neyghbour chuld ſeme 
rycher 02 moꝛe goꝛgiouſy appaxelled than thei. And pet 
all thelſe outragious and intollerable thyn ges mought 
be ſuffered, if they dyd not ſell awaie theyꝛ chaſtitee,to 
gette therebn that they huſhandes either wyll not gene 
theim, oꝛ els foe lacke can not geu. 1 
¶ Some remedy chulde be founde foꝛ theſe euilles, ei⸗ 
ther by the conſent and agrement of ryche mens wiues, 
whiche with theyꝛ example chulde reuoke other againe 
vnto better mynde: oꝛ eis ſome lawe woulde bee made. 
\uche as the lavoe was in Rome called Oppius lawe, to 
bꝛydle and meaſure womens coſtelyneg. Theſe Chu⸗ 
ſten pꝛeachers , Qoulde folowe eraumple ofthe pa 
gane Pytha goꝛas, oꝛ rather paſte hym in ſuch a god⸗ 
ly ſtryfe, of whome the cronicler Juſtine wꝛiteth in 
this maner. 

| Py 
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¶ Pythagoꝛas taught women chaſtitee and obedience 
vnto their houſbandes , and often dyd tell theym, that 
the mother of vertues was ſobze dyet and harde fare: 
and he bꝛought to paſſe with continuall diſputyng and 
pꝛeachynge vnto theym that the wpues layde awaye 
olden and garniſched clothes, and other oꝛnamentes 
2 theyꝛ ſtate, and refuſed theun as -inſtrumentes of 
ryotte and ſuperfluitee . Fo he alfirmed, that the true 
garniſhynge and aznamentes orf wyues was chaſtitee, 
and not clothyn ggg. 

C Ot waikyngubzvde. The,tx, Chapter. "YT 
JTis becommynge foꝛ maryed women to go leſſea- 
Ipꝛode than maydes, becauſe they haue that whiche 
that maydes chulde ſeme to ſeke. Therfoꝛe lette theim 
taſt all their mynde to kepe wel them that thet haue got 
ten, and ſtudy to pleaſe them oneiy. The maker of the 
lawes of the Lacedemonians bad, that the wiues whan 
they went foꝛthe abꝛode, chulde couer theyꝛ faces, be⸗ 
cauſe it was not conuenient toꝝ theym; eyther to loke on 
other men 02 to be loaked-vponofother men, ſeynge 
they haue at home alredy;, whome all onely they ought 
to loke vpon, and de loked vpon withall. Whiche-cu- 
ſtome the people of Perſelande, and al the eaſt quarter 
of the woꝛlde. with moſte parte ol the Grekes dy vle. 
But J wolde not they chulde weappe their heade as 
nowe a dayes the cuſtome is to do in many countretes 
of Europe, that is to go vnknowen, and vnſene of o⸗ 
ther folkes, but theim leite bothe to ſe and knowe o⸗ 
ther. In the whiche doynge J wondꝛe not ſo muche of 
the womans delite, delite quod he? Ray Þ wold ſay, the 
thycke chameleſnes vnder that thyne . on 
nat cly, theyz 
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their huſbandes foliſhnes , that dooe not ſe, howe great : 
an occaſion of victouſnes it is. Thet wyll do no harme 
IJ wys ſaie they: well, J woulde they had neuer doone. 
And though they wolde do none, yet it is not good to 
open ſuche a wyndowe ol libertee . Thevfoze let the wo 
mens faces be bare of clothes, but cloſed. and couered 
with amfaftnes : Foz that coueryng was not ſo much 
oꝛdeyned to couer the woman that naman ſhuldſe ne 
as it was, that he chulde ſe no ma. 

¶ Fauna wire vnto Faunus, kynge of Thabougines, 
lyued many vere ,and yet dyd neuer man ſe hir, but 
Faunus hym ſelfe. Therfoze after hit deathe, ſhe was 
. woxthipped- foz:a_goddeſſe-,.and named the good god 
deſſs, and hit: ſacryfice-was kepte,that no man mought 
laufully come to it, neyther any ymage of male beaft be 
there while it was a doyng. Hoꝛ IJ ſate not this becauſe 
I wolde haue women continually ſhette vp and kepte 
in, but becauſe J wolde haue them go ſeldome abzode, 
and be littell amonge ie they hall belt 
content thew huſbandes with al 

C What pleaſure thynke you itwas vnto kynge Ty- 
granes;whiche whan he had byd Cirus kyng of Perſe 
vnto a banket, and after the banket was done, muche 
communtcacton there was. of the comely perſone and 
fairnes of Cirus,thau-Tygranes aſked his wyfe what 
the thought by Cyzus: Uerily ſaid che, J can not tell: 
fo2 ſo god loue int, all the banket while, J neuer loked 
at any man but vou. 

CA 7 wife wyl neyther gladly here other men 
noꝛ of theym, noꝛ diſpute of any mannes perſon. Foz 
what hath hea do with ather mennes fayzenes,which 
angyt tocount wt in like terte and foule, ſauynge hir 
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that he myght haue founde ſome remedy foꝛ it; J 
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moze pzopze than any other, lykeas the mother doths 
hir onely-childe ; In the Canticles of the Byble, the 
ſpouſe thynketh his ſpouſe fayꝛeſt of all women: and 
agayne, che thynketh hym the tayzeſt of all men. Lyße 
wiſe Duellius had a greate fauour vnto his wpues ſim 
plicitee, I wyl tell it in ſaynt Hieronimes woꝛdes. 
CDueluus(ſarethe he) mhiche had the firſte triumphe - 
at Rome, foꝛ battaile on the ſea, maried a goodiy maide,,- 
called Bilia, whiche was ſo vertudus and chaſte that, 
Chee was exaumple vnto all other in that ſame wozlde, , 
whan it was not onely a vyte, but alſo a wonder to lee,, 
a woman noughte , Do vpon a tyme this Duellius,,, 
whan he was aged and weake and trembiyng, chaun⸗ ,z 
led to falle aut and chide with an other man, in whiche ,. 
wozdes, that other man rebuked hym of his ſtynkynge ,, 
bꝛethe. So he wente home diſpleaſed therewith, and 
there blamed his woyfe, becauſe che neuer had tolde him 5% 
haue tolde you ſaied thee; hut that J went euery mans > 
bꝛethe had ſmelled ſo . This noble andchaſte woman 
was to bee pzayſed : foz wether ſhe dydde not kriows 
the faute of hir huſbande, oz ſuffered it paciently, and 
becauſe hir houſbande dyd ſoner lerne hys faute and 
hurte of his body by his ennempes vll woꝛdes, than his 
wyues lothyug. The ſame en ſaie, chaunſen 
vnto Hiero kynge of Stracule.. 
¶ But thoſe women can not aie ſo, that kyſſe many 
men aloe they haue huſbandes, and many whan they 
haue houſebandes. What demurenes J wolde haue 
kepte abꝛode, it may be perceyued well enoughzbythat 
un. haue kepte at home in hir chamber. 
Cc, iij. with 
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with hirhuſbande by nyght. Wherto wotlde J ſpeake 
of that rude and vncomly maner, whiche is vſed in ma⸗ 
nycountretes that men and their wyues chall waſſhe 
bothe together in one bayne ;: This cuſtome is not ones 
to be named: fo2 it is rather beaſtly than mete toz any 
reaſonable folkes. 
CY wolde haue a woman to here but fewe woozdes, 
namely were men talke : rang leſſe. And if che 


thynke Ge ſhall here oz ſee lenly thyng , conuey 
hir ſelfe awaie quickly. 


C Bynge Htero , whome J ſpakeof here before, con⸗ 
dempned the poet Epicharmus in a great ſumme of mo 
ney, becauſe he had reherſed an vnclenly matter in the 
gquenes pꝛeſence. 

¶ Auguſtus Ceſar, gaue a commaundement , that no 
woman chulde come and ſe wꝛaſtlers, becauſe they were 
wonte to wꝛaſtle naked. Noꝛ it was no wonder that he 


dyd ſo, foz this Ceſar was he that made the lawes of 
chaſtitee and adultery . Thertoze J wolde not haue a 
woman to ſpeake, except it be a thyng that nid do hurt 
to be kept in. Neither here, o2 at leſt wyle geue no hede 
vnto ſuche matters as partaine not to thencreaſing of 
vertue. The poet Juuenall rebuketh ſuch women as be 
woyle, what the people of Seres and Thzale dooe: and 
what ſturryng is all the wszlde ouer. 

¶ Alſo Cato in his ozacion ; that he made of women, 
wolde an honeſt wyte chulde be ignozant, what lawes 
be made oꝛ annulled in hir countrey, oꝛ what is done a⸗ 
monge men of lawe in the courte. And here vpon roſe 
this common ſaipng ofthe Grekes : womens woozkes 
ought to be webbes of clothe , and not eloquent: oꝛaci⸗ 
ons. Ind Ariſtotle m is leſſe rebuke toz a man to 
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be bufte to knowe, what is done in bie rechen ben _ 
the woman, what is doone without hir houſe. Therioze. | 
he byddeth, that che chall neyther re at all 
of any mattiers ot the realme. 
¶ Seneke waiteth-, that his aunte,foz ſyrtene yere to⸗ 
gether, while hit hulbande was pꝛeſident in Legypte, 
was neuer ſeene fooꝛth of hir houle,noz neuer-recetued 
into hir houſe anye or that conntrey : noꝛ neuer aſked 
any thynge ot hir huſbande , noꝛ ſuffered any thyng to 
beaſked ol hir ſelfe. Therfoze ſaieth he, that ſame coun- 
trey, whiche is veraie blabynge, and wyly to finde faute 
with theyꝛ rulers, in the whiche many a man hath ru⸗ 
led without faulte; howe bee it not without pil name, 
yet they gaue reuerence vnto hir, as a ſpeciall exaumple 
of holynes, and kepte in all thzyz raylyng woꝛdes, whi⸗ 
che is harde foꝛ hym to doo, that hath a pleaſure in ieo⸗ 
perdous conſceites. Aud yet vnto this dare they wyſſhe 
foꝛ ſuche an other as ſhe, thoughe they haue no hope to 
get hir. It had bene a great thynge, if the conntrey had 
Ip ked hit but. xvj.daies, but it was a greatter thyng. 
that they knewe hir not. Theſe be Seneckes woꝛdes. 
Foz that holy and wife woman vnderſtode wel enough 
that ofte accompaniyng with men, ſhoulde hyndꝛe ſome 
of hir good name: as it doeth no good to fyne clothe to 
be haudled of many. 
¶ There be ſome women, thar beare then ſelfe hig h of 
| other folkes honour as of theyꝛ huſbandes , — 
bynsman, and ſome ofa frende, with whome they haue 
5 veraie ſmal acquaintance. What a foly is this to handle 
5 thy ſelfe ſo, that an other chall be made good and waoꝛ⸗ 
; thye honour , koꝛ his owne vertue, and thou made 
) en and vnwoozthy honoure, with an other bodies 


* 


vertue⸗ 


che inftrurtion r 


Fe pettus; And many chere be, that ann theyꝛ kynle⸗ 
mens power, that thei make bothe them ſelfe, aud theim 
that haue the power, hated by the meanes: as the wyfe 
ok the bꝛother of Uitellius the emperour , whiche toke 
moze vpon hir, becauſe of hir bzother in lawes pꝛincipa⸗ 
litee, than the emperours wyte hir ſelfe did. The hedy 
domination of the ſifters of Hiero Kynge of Stracuſe. 
moued the people vnto inſurrection, wherewith bothe 
the kynge and all his childꝛen were diſtroyed. 
¶ There was allo in our daies a certaine noble man, 
that hadde a wonderous p2oude wyfe, and it chaunced 
hym to be tourned out of all his goodes and poſſeſſions 
at ones, whome enery man thought was well ſerued be 
cauſe the woman vſed hir ſelfe ſo pzoude and arrogant- 
ly vpon hir huſbandes power, 
C Thertoze you women, that wyll medle with comon 
mattiers of realmes and citees, and wene to gouerne 
people and nations with the bzaydes of pour ſtomac⸗ 
kes, vou go about to hurle downe townes afoze you , X 
pou lyght vpon an harde rocke: Where vpon thoughe 
vou bꝛouſe # ſhake countreyes verate ſoꝛe, vet they ſtape 
and you peryſche. Foꝛ you knowe neyther mealure noꝛ 
02d2e: and yet which is the wozft poynt of all, you wene 
pou knowe veraie well, and wpll bee ruled in nothyng 
after theym that be experte. But you attempte to dꝛaw 
al th ynge after pour fantaſy without diſcrecion , Wene 
pou it was foꝛ nothynge, that wyſe men fozbadde you 
rule and gouernaunce ot countreys «and that ſaincte 
Paule byddeth , you ſhall not ſpeake in congregacion 
and gatherynge of people: All this ſame meaneth, 
that vou ſhali not medle with mattiers of realmes oz 
citees : your owne houſe is acitee greatte enoughe fox 
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¶ Thucidides wolde min thatagood woman Goulde 

bee as muche as pꝛayſed with the common voyce: and 
muche leſſe dilpꝛayſed. But he wolde the ſhuld be clere 
ly knowen , neyther the common tame to make anye 
mencion of hir. It is na greate ſigne ot honeſtie toꝛ a 
woman to be muche knowen , talked; and ſonge ot: and 
to bee marked by ſome ſperyall name in many mennes 
mouthes : as to be called fayte : 02 cocled eyed, ſquynt, 
bzowne, halte fatte pale oz leane. Foz theſe thynges 
in a good woman ought to bee vaknowen abzode, as 
we haue chewed in the boke afoze. Not withſtandynge 
— be ſome that muſte nedes be abꝛode, foz theyꝛ ly- 
ng, as thole that bye and ſell — if were poſſi 
die „J woulde not that women ſhoulde be put to thoſe 
buſyneſſes : and if it muſte nedes be ſo: let olde women 
do theim , oz maryed women that be paſte myddle age. 
But if yonge women muſte nedes dose this, let them 
be curteyſe without flatteryng wooꝛdes, and ſhametaſt 
without pꝛelumpcion, and rather take loſſe in theyz 
marchaundiſe ; than in they honeſtie. J ſaie this be 
cauſe ot ſome, whiche do entyſe byers to theim with ex 
cedyng flatteryng woozdes , But Plautus ſateth , It 
is no poyntt mete foꝛ an honeſt wyte, but fozaharlotte 
to llatter other men. whole dilceptes within a whyle 
whan men knowen theym, they eſchewe as warelye 
as the meremaydes ſonge. | Shamefaſtnes ſhall gette 
a great deale maze gaynes, whom the byer ſhall conie⸗ 
cture bothe by the face. and condicions, wyll neyther lie 
noꝛ diſteiue theym , A ryche marchaunte hath pleaſure 


in pieaſaunte wooꝛdes and merye conceytes: But yet 
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fewe wyll geue money foꝛ teym and whan- itcometh 
to the marchaundyſe in erneſt, no man wyll beleue lu⸗ 
che wanton ſpeache. But how io euer theſe mattiers be. 
lette a woman euer gaur them mynde and remem⸗ 
bꝛaunte, that the onely treaſure of a woman is honeſtie 
with chametaſtnes. 

¶ Nowe ſeeyng J wouldehaue an honeſt wyfe thus 
oꝛdꝛed at home, poumate/eaſtly perceiue howe J do a- 
lowe , that che choulde gotd warre and armour, 
whiche J woulde not che chulde ones name. And wolde 
to god all chꝛiſten men wolde late theim awaie. Nowe 
that wydowe Judith is vanyſſhed awaie, whiche was 
but a ſhadowe and ſignit cation of thynges to come, 
and with hir continence and holynes tutte ot the heade 
of Holopherne, that is to ſuie the deupll. Rove Delbo⸗ 
ra, that tudged Jſraell,geneth place vnto the goſpel of 
Chaiſte: howe bee it che didde not helpe the people of 
god fyghtyng;; lo muche by taunſayle and feates of 
warre as by fatyng pzaiynge-, aud -pzopheſiynge; 
of the whiche two women ſainct Ambzoſe; after that he 
had intreated in the boke of winzowes;tourned his ſpea 
che vnto chꝛiſten women, ſaieyng: The churche ouerco 
meth not their aduerſaries powar by ſecular armour; 
but with ſpirituall armour : whiche be ſtronge — 2 
afoꝛe god to deſtroye the fences and the ſleightes 
rituall naughtines. The armour ot the church is faith 
the armour of the churche is pꝛater, whiche ouercometh 
the aduerſarie. 

A woman ought not to chewe foꝛth alzode any ligne 
or pꝛeſumpcion; diſoeigne, oꝛ deintee ſtomackes, neyther 
by wodꝛdes; countenaunce, noꝛ peace: but ail ſhal bee 
9 and ht fooꝛth, demure, lobꝛe, and tempered 
and 
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and ſpiced with ſhamtaſtnes. And becauſe the light min 
des of lame will be lyghtiy ſterred with neuer ſo littel a 
blaſt of honour, it is nereſſarie to geue them warnyng. 
to be moꝛe ſad and wile, than to be moued with ſo litel a 
winde:oꝛ to be ignoꝛãt hom fooliſh aud how litel woꝛth 
that thyng is, whiche we call honour. That matter ma⸗ 
keth it, whether thou bee called Coznelia , oz maiſites 
Coꝛnelia : O tendat herte, that wyll be ſterred with one 
ſounde ora wooꝛde. Thou foole., dooeſt not thou ſee, 
that thou art no maiſtres foꝛ callyng ſo: Howe do thei 
that call women queenes and Empzeſſis, do they make 
them lo, becaule they call them: The aungell Gabꝛiell 
called his quene and lady but Mary by hir name, and 
thou diſdeigneſt to bee called by the name of one better 
than thy ſelte.. What an ignozance arte thou in of that 
thyng, whiche thou deſpꝛeſt : Foz men vſe to calle that 
woman their ladie oz maiſtres, that is theyꝛ paramour, 
Foz ſhe in deede is a mans ladie and tyꝛanne ouer hym, 
Ce ing g Whether Hoa te 
waltze 920 lade Jn ſome countreys the firſt hath 
the pꝛeheminence, in ſome countreis the laſt, a in ſome 
the myddle. Whertoze this thyng is but made by meng 
opinion, and not by nurture. Ther foꝛe if thou wilte dooe 
after opinion, and content it, whan ſo euer thou arte the 
foꝛmoſte, thynke thy ſelfe in that countrey, where the 
foꝛmoſte bee pꝛeferred. Whan thou arte in the myddle, 
thynke thy ſelte there, where the myddle hath the ho⸗ 
noure . And whan thou art the laſte, ſuppoſe thou 
arte amonge theim that moſte eſteeme the laſte. Ind ſo 
where ſo euer thou arte, thou ſhalte thynke thy /ſelfe 
well regnen em tl nil on nat, 1720 11.416 
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¶ And agayne on the other ſyde, leſte thou chouldeſte 
ware to haute with thyne honour, whan thou art in 
the moſte honourable rowme, luppole thy ſelte to be a 
monge that people, where that plate is the loweſt. 
¶ Nowe as foꝛ goynge out of the wate, toz reuerence 
to geue an other rowme, that is nothynge but as the 
moꝛe mightie chulde ſuffre the weaker oz the holle, fa⸗ 
uour the lame, oz the luſty and well likynge, the weake 
and ſicke, oz the empty the laden, oꝛ the ſwytte the ſioo, 
And weneſt thou there is any other caule, whye men 
ſpeke ſo gentilly vnto women, and ſet lo much by them, 
and ſpzke them ſo fayꝛe, and haue them in ſuche reue⸗ 
rente, but becauſe that luſty and ſtronge nature dothe 
handle deyntly that other whiche is weake and feble, 
wherin neuer ſo littel an olkence wolde ſone entre and 
be deape impꝛinted, lyke as thynne and bꝛyttell glaſſes 
wyll catche harme lyghtly -Therfoze pou get no ho⸗ 
gour by your owne merites, but of other foltzes courte 
ſye : noꝛ von bee not hondured becauſe you deſerue it. 
but becaule you ſoꝛe detyze it. Foꝛ whan men ſe you be 
ſo gredy and delyꝛous to haue hononr, and that ſu⸗ 
che a ſmalle thynge delyteth you ſo much, men be con⸗ 
tente to do vou thatplcaſure and calle you maiſtreſſes, 
and laugh vpon you, and ſpeake gentelly ts vou. Foz 
wooꝛdes de no great coſte they gene you the waie, be: 
cauſe it is no great let of their turnep, and in the meane 
ſeaſon pet they reſt theim ſelfe. They ſet you the higheſt 
foꝛ they can ſyt well enoughe benethe you: they geue 
you the better appoynted parte of the houſe , kyne clo- 
thes, golde , ſyluer, pꝛetious ſtones, fo do they to theyꝛ 
thyldꝛen, becauſe they ſhall not wepe. Foꝛ they recken 
you no wpler., than chyldzen :noz no moꝛe pou = as 
Lt ong 
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longe as yon be moned with fuche childiſſhe chyngem 
And to be ſhoꝛt, they let vou haue ſuch thynges as they 
ſe diſpleaſe you ſo muche, it thou lacke theun. And it is 
an honoure and a pꝛayſe toz the men, becauſe they ſette 
— — : but becauſe they knowe you 

be of ſuch appitite , no man-rekeneth.you be moꝛe hono⸗ 
rable  becanfe you be honoured ofthe men, but rather 
rekenneth them curteiſe and gentle whiche do geue ho 
nour vnto them, that they knowe be ſo lothe ts lache it. 

(Jama man my ſelf:not — — 

taken vpon me to teache you, euen foꝛ a 

and charitee that I bere toward you. —— 

hyde noꝛ diſſemble any thyng that Þ hail thynke: doth 
pertapue vnto voir inſtructton and iernyng. Thertoze 

wyll J open vnto vdu euen our ſecretes. Therfoze: J 

wolde ye chulde vnderſtande, that we do but laugh at 

you, and mocke vou, with that vayne colour of honour, 
and the moꝛe deſpzous that ve the moe 
we mocke pou and talte of you in deriſion, and geue 
ho — — — — 
0 6 | 
e uch vnto vs no littell ſpoꝛte and delectacion withe 
liſchenes of your — — fantaſies. True- 

ye you vnderftande not, wherin very honoure dooeth 

. It is comelp to deſetue honoure , but not ta 

touete it. Fox it chulde folowe and enſue, and not bes 

hunted fo. 

¶ Nowe it hail be a ſigne vntoyou, that vou delerue 

honour , whan vou be not agreued to be vnregarded. 

And that ſame thynge that wee call hondur is ot ſo 

frowarde nature and diſpoſſtition, that as 


Waite, a Crocodile dothe ſo, it foloweth them that ie, 
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and lletch from theim that folotoe it: and is charpe ta 
theim that be geatill to it, and gentyll vnto theym that 
be charpe vnto it Socrates ſaieth. There is no doaye 
moze ready vnto honour, than by vertue: the whiche a 
lonely ſeketh foz none honour, and yet fyndeth it. Da- 
luſt wzueth, that Cato Uticenſis had leauer bee good, 
than leme good. Therfdee ſaieth he, the leſſe that he 
ſoughtfozhonour. the moge it purſued vpon hym. Ther 
foꝛe the mooſte ſure waie vnto veraie honour is vertue, 
whiche neyther can lacke honour , noꝛ taketh indigna⸗ 
tion thoughe it be diſpiſed . Flatterynges, gloſynges 
and fayze woꝛdes , what woman ſo euer rekeneth them 
honour and pꝛaiſe, i woozthy toꝛ hir folly to haue none 
other honour oꝛ pꝛapſe. And yet there be ſome ſo madde 
that thoughe they knowe theym ſelfe but flattered? 9 
they wene they be pꝛaiſtd. What you weetches , knowe 
you not, howe farre flatterie differeth frome pzayſe: 
— 1 whiche nerther neyther the perſon ſpe 
to, that it is falſe 
that 2 — Sand paths not as he thynketh, 
but Lapeer jo ropes vou with alle 
Beleue no man of your owne goodues better than your 
ſelfe. And che that ſerchethe and knoweth hir ſele wel; 
fyndeth nothyng in hir ſelfe at all, that is wooꝛthy any 
pꝛanſe, but a mynde, whiche thynketh it ep — 
thy any pꝛavſe. If there be am goodnes;1t cometh: of 
god:and thanke him foꝛ it,geuehim laudes and thanke 
But it there be any euell, it cometh of hir owne vnhap 
pineſſe. Wherfoꝛe the rebuke. ſtandeth vnto our ſe ie, 
and the pꝛaiſe perteineth vntoa an other. 
¶ Nome ſeeyng that wozldly honour is of ſo nai price 
ede fa vyle mynde, to enuie woꝛldly 1 
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ben ahnen dne to ene o ho 
nour ,it is muche ure wi eg A 
money, cr 
than air her Ather it is 5 ape io ui at 
other foꝛ their beautie,. v their welfare o plentous te 
ming: theſe be the gittes ol god, as al other goodnes be, 
that tolkes haue. Wherfoze thei theſe eme 
not to haue entitatthern , that haus theſe tyynges hut 
to blame god whichſ io diſtributeth his beneines t. 
And me thynketh there is no moꝛe cauſe lohr, thei chuid 
be enuted; that haue theſe , than they that catn bagage 
in a longe iourney . Foꝛ what other thonges ber the 
goodeguof this vablde;: bnta trottbleſpme caryage and 
ub gona pron emma 
plucks BO 0 the 
that de goyng foward hauen. But if enuie be eſchewed 
than ſhall that vite lyghtly be put awaie whiche ns 
and —— tp ck 884 
. ————— — (zl 


howe and by what meanes theyſyne. N51 
none honeſt woman will do, dut uche as beſhameleiſe 


and wooꝛthy all kynde of rebnke : dooe it 
of charitee, ta helpe them — oꝛ dhe 9 


to helpe the pooꝛe man and ſlierour theo 
| Happie is che, if that be hir mynde:of whome the p20- 
pget ſpeaketh in the pſalme on this wyſe: Bleſled is he, . . 
| that taketh vnderſtanding and knowlage vpon a pooxe >> 

ö man:god (hall deliuer him in the euyll date: ourloꝛzde >» 
qhali ſaue hym and quycken hym and make hum — > 
| - pie vponearth:''andſhallnotcommithynrtob(s; enne⸗ 
mics wpll; un bsc vpon the IK "k 
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Is wenge yue file to rule an houſe, with thoſe 
tj. pꝛopꝛetees, that we ſpake of betoze, that is Ho⸗ 
nelſtie of body, and great loue towarde hir/houſbande; 
than wall all the be moze welthye and foꝛtu⸗ 
nate: foʒ without this'thirde poynct, can be noencreaſe 
ol houle: and without the other twoo, wedlocke can 
not ſtande ; but it is rather a ſoꝛe and perpetuall tour⸗ 
ment A woman of Lacedemon, taken ones pꝛiſoner in 
warre; and aſked or hir eee apap 
Tanten t, charinan Netten * 
———— — — 
duetie is to gette, and the womans to kepe. Wherfoze 
nature ſemeth to haue made them fearefull foꝛ the lame 
purpoſe, leſt they choulde be waſters and hath geuen 
them continual and rare fox iachyng. EL 
the woman be ouer the man hall neuer gette id 
niche as the wyll waſte in choꝛte tyme: and fo theyz 
Houſe muſt nedes ſoone decaye. It is not — | 
foz an honeſt one tobea e ſpender. Noz they be 
Iyghtly no great ſparers of their honeſtie that ber ſo 
large oftheyꝛ money as Saluſt ſaith by Sempzonta, 
which — by any other thynge , than chee 
dpd by hir wooꝛſhip oꝛ hir money. Foz à man coulde 
not well perreyue, whether che regarded leſſe hir mony 
vn hir good name. How be it, J wolde not haue the wo⸗ 
man to be to great a nygarde of hir goodes, 02 to lette 
hir huſbadde to diſtribute his money vnto holy vſe. 
I ſo muche that what peny ſo euer cometh ones 15 
in ir 
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in hir coffer , choulde nener fynde — out agapne:as 
thoughe it were locked in Labyrinth, oꝛ Danaes toure, 
as many women do, whiche haue no diſcreſion, howe 
they choulde ſaue and kepe a thynge. Therfoꝛe the El⸗ 
ſens wolde take no women with theym vnto that holy 
and religious lyfe, whiche they ledde: becauſe the wo⸗ 
men coude not away with that communaltie oi goodes. 
Foꝛ what ſo euer a woman ſeeth ones in hir handes, che 
can not ſuffre it to go awaye agayne. Therfoze let hir 
vle hir howleholde to ſobzeneſſe and meaſure. Foz that 
is moze the womans duetie than the mans. But lo pet, 
that (he haue diſctecion betwene meaſure and auaryce, 
and ſobzeneſſe and nygardchyppe. Fozjit is not all one 
to lyue ſoberly, and be hungrye. Thertoze let hir le, 
that hir houfeholde lacke neyther meate noꝛ clothe, In 
whiche poynte, J wolde the choulde here Ariſtoties opt 
nion. There beclateth he) thꝛe thynges, wozke, meate, , 
and cozrection : meate without cozrection and woꝛke, ,, 
maketh theim pꝛoude and wanton: and wozke and coꝛ⸗ 
rection without meate,is a cruell intreatynge, and ma- ,, 
keth the ſeruauntes weake and feble. Therfoze let the, 
wyfe geue hir ſeruauntes wozke to do, and ſuffyciente ,, 
meate, as is a ſeruauntes duetye . But lette hir oꝛdꝛe 
all thynge after hir houl bandes wyll and commaunde- 
ment: oꝛ at the leaſte in ſuche wyſe as che thynketh that 
hir houlbande wyll be content: neyther be roughe and 
harde with hir meynie, but gentyll and fauourable: 
| and as ſayncte Dieronyme ſateth ; moꝛe lyke a mother 
than a mayſtres :and rather obteyne reuerence of them 
with mekeneſle , than rigoꝛouſneſſe. Whervnto ſhe may 
ſhoꝛtely come by the wayes of vertue. Foz as foz chy⸗ 
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The inſtruction ot᷑ | 
neyther cauſe auctozitee oꝛ renerence , but rather hyn⸗ 
dꝛeth them. But wyledome,diſcrecton,ſadde condici⸗ 
ons, and grauitee of wooꝛdes and ſentences, bꝛyngeth 
all thynges better to paſſe, than headines and vyolence. 
Foꝛ we feare moꝛe them thet be wyſe and diſcrete, than 
them that be angrye and haſtye. And quyette rule maye 
dooe moꝛe than rygoꝛous. Foꝛ quietenes is of moꝛe au 
ctoꝛitee than haſty bꝛeemnes. Howe be it Jwolde not 
that wyues ſhuld be luggyſſhe and flouthetuil , but 
I counſayle theim to vſe reuerent grauitee,and neither 
ſyt ſo ſtyll as though they ſlepte, noꝛ commaunde ſo 
foolyſlhely , to make them ſeife nought ſette by , but fo 
wake and take hede,and be ſad without crueliee,ſharpe 
without bitternes, diligent without rygozouſnes. Net- 
ther hate none of their houſeholde tit be not a nough⸗ 
tie perſone. Jud it a ſeruaunt haue done long ſeruice in 
hir houſe, lette hir take hym none other wyle than as 
hir bꝛother, oꝛ hir ſonne. Wee loue cattes aud dogges, 
that haue beene nouriſhed any while in our houles:thã 
howe muche moꝛe faithfully oughte wee to ſhewe that 
fauour vnto our enen chꝛiſten?ꝰ 
C Alſo ſeruauntes againe on their partie muſt be war 
ned, toremembze the ſaiyng of ſait Paule, that they do 
their duty diligently, mekely, and buromly, yea and mes 
rily lo, and pleaſantly :no2 bable, noꝛ murmonr againe: 
neyther ſhewe any diſpleaſaunt countenaunce, leſt they 
leeſe the thanke of their labour, bathe afoꝛe god and 
man. Allo kepe theyꝛ handes pure from pyckynge and 
ſtealyng. In the whiche poynct all wylde beaſtes be 
moꝛe kynde than many folkes . Foz what wylde beaſte 
is ſo dutragious, that wyl plucke awaie any thynge ok 
his pzotet,by whom he hath ben noriſhed and —_ | 


vp. | 
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vp: and quite him with ſuche a tourne, of whom he hath 

had ſo many pleaſures : Howe be it no bodye dothe ſo, 

but they that be of vyle ſtomarkes and euen 'woozthy 
to be ſlaues. FREE ; 

( Therfoze ſeruynge maydes ail loue and worchyp 

their maiſters and maiſtreſſes, none otherwyſe; than 

though they were theyꝛ tathers and mothers . Foꝛ the 

nouriſſher and bꝛinger vp is as a father. Lette the ſer: 

uynge maydes noyther ſaie noz dooe any thyng wherof 

the good a of the houſe oꝛ hir doughters maie take 

any example of yll - Foꝛ mau tymes geuynge yll ex⸗ 
ample, is wozſe than the dede it ſelle. But now to ſpeake 
of the wyues agayne. 

Obedience and leruyce optayned by fayze meanes, 
is moꝛe faythefull and pleaſaunte, than that whyche is 
gotten with teare. Foꝛ J wolde all teare huld be awaie 
but-not obedyence, : 

¶ Let not the maiſtres be ouer pleaſaunt of ſpeche to 

hir men ſeruauntes, neither compenable and mery noꝛ 

vſe muche conuerſacion with theim, noꝛ bolde none of 
theim to plape and daly with hir. J wolde they chulde 
loue hir, but pet not loue hir ſo much as obey hir. 

If che wolde not be feared of them as a maiſtreſſe, yet 

cauſe them to reuerence hir as a mother. Foꝛ ſeruaunts 

couet muche their libertee: and ifa littel be geuen them 
they wyll take moꝛe. — 

CJ wyll nat byd the man ſo ſtraytly to beware, that 

he make not his ſeruantes ouer homely with him as J 

wyll the woman, whiche J wold chulde not be muche 

conuerſaunte amonge hir leruauntes , noz medle mo⸗ 

* Fn MN rebuke and cozrecte the men. but 
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over chat tz hir huſband to da. Let hir be all together 
amonge hir mapdes, whiche J wold ſhuld be of honeſt 
demeanour, and chaſte of body, wher onto the maiſtres 
(hall helpe muche with hir exaumple: and alſo with tea 
chynge and hewynge , and diligent ouer lokynge, that 
nothynge be hyd from hir;howe hir maydes lyue. Cette 
hir laie remedies agaynſt vice, as it were pꝛeſeruatiues 
againſt ſickeneſles, | 
¶ It che ſpye oz ſuſpecte any that-dooe not ozd2e them 
ſelte well, noꝛ can remedye it by chidyng oz coꝛrec⸗ 
tion, put hir out of hir honle, foꝛ the poyſon wyll foone- 
infecte all that is nyghe aboute it. And the ſuſpecious 
people thinketh the maides like their maſtreſles. Dowe 
ofte ſaieth ſaint Hieronyme, that the marſtreſſes be iud 
ged and knowen by the maidens; In ſo much that there 
is a pꝛouerbe amonge the greekes, that whelpes haue 
their maiſtreſſes condicions. The pong men in Terence 
dd conicte the maiſtreſſes honeſt lyuyng, by the maides 
courle and negligent apparell. l 
The poet Homer maketh mencion, that wiſe Uliſes 
he came home, kylled the ſerupnge maydes that 
had layen with the wowers, becauſe they both amed | 
and rebuked his houſe, and were the occaſtons of ieo⸗ 
perdy vnto the chaſtitee of his wyte Penelope:but thee 
hir ſelfe dyd kepe hir occupied with thoſe craftes that 
J ſpake of in the firſte boke, and kepte hir ſeruauntes 
at their woꝛke . And ſo dyd chaſte Lucrece@whom the 
kynges ſonnes founde watchyng and woꝛkynge vpon 
wolle amonge hir maydes, whiche thynge a wife Gal 
do moze diligently and buſtly, if any parte of the fyn- 
dyng of hir houle be gotten therby Salomon, where 
he pꝛayſeth an holy woman, ſaieth: She ſought — 
Wolle 
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wolle and flare , and w2zoughte by the counſaile of hir 
handes. Theano Metapontina , whan onealked hir. 
what wyfe was the beſt , the aunſwered with a verle of 
Homer in this maner: 
She that wozketh on wolle c webbe, 
And kepeth wel hir hulbandes bed. 

¶ By that diligencecſateth the wiſe kyng)ſhe is made 
lyke a marchandes chyppe, bzyngynge bzeadde from 
farre countrey. And leſt he chulde ſeme to call hir a ſlug 
garde, he ſaith moꝛeouer: And chee role by nyght, and 
gaue pꝛayſe vnto hir houſeholde, and vnto hir maydes 
not only wooꝛke, but alſo recreacion of theyr labour # 
refection : wherotwhan they hau e had ſuffctente , Thee 
dealeth the reſt in almes . Shehath opened hir hande 
(ſaieth he) to thenedy , and raught hir fyngers vnto 

the pooze. | 3 

¶ A holy woman ought not to ſette hir mynde ſo ſoꝛe 

on gatherynge of goodes: but that the diſtribute vnto 
pooe folkes and helpe theim that haue nede,noz that 
nygardely ber largeſy: rememb7ynge that the geueth 
it fozhir owne aduauntage, and chall receyue muche 
moꝛe and better rewarde, bothe in this wozlde and in 

other . The wiſe man ſaieth: She chall not care foz hir Avidem 
houſe, foꝛ feare of cold now:che chall not frare, though 
che gaue a peny vnto a pooꝛe man, not onely nygardixg 
wꝛyngynge it thꝛough hir fyngers , but alſo with open 2 
hande largWy : the ſhall not feare , foz by hir diſigence 
and o:cupiynge of wolle, hir houſe ſhall lacze nothyng 
neceſſary foz bothe wynter and ſomer: and all hir houſe. 
hold Chal be arayed in W no | 
thyng better in än houſe, than to be well fed and cilo⸗- 
thed : not foꝛ pleaſure , but foꝛ therrneceMtee, noꝛ deli⸗ | 
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tately, but pꝛofitable. owe be it verfue is yllkepte, 
whiche is moued and inticed with contrary exaumples 
nygh about. Therfoze lette the wyfe hir ſelfe tyzſte of 
all chewe example of ſobze fare, and ſo hall he make 
hir ſeruauntes the moſt eaſtly to lolowe the ſame:oꝛ els 
hir ſeruauntes wyll thynke it not reaſon to require of 
them, that the wyl not do hir ſelſe. And ſo ſhall e euer 
haue them murmurynge and grutchynge to keepe hir 

commandement. Therfoze let hir kepe hir lelte euer ſa 
bꝛe, not ſo much be cauſe ot hir ſeruauntes, as foꝛ hi 
owne ſake. Foz what a filthy thyng is dꝛonkennes and 

lottony:The greatteſt aſſailers of chaſtitee and ſham-- 
aſtnes, and enemies of honeſt name. Foz euery man 
wyll abhoꝛre a dꝛonken woman and a great glotton as 
an vn lucky ligne. Euery man knowethe, that chaſtitee 
ſtandeth in ieoperdy amonge erceſſe of meates. 
¶ J wolde the wife uld be ignozant of nothyng that 
is in hir houle , but loke vponall thynge often tymes, 
that ſhe maie haue them redy in memoꝛie:leſt whan the 
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ter fede an hoꝛſe, oz better tylle the OY than the 
maiſter and the mayſtres to haue an eye to theyꝛ houſe 
holde ſtoꝛe. There is nothyng that kepeth an houle lon⸗ 
ger oꝛ better than dooeth a diligent eie ot the good wie. 
¶ And whan che hathe dooen this, let hir be euer buly 
with hir owne woꝛke, neyther eat hir bꝛead idell. And 
than doth the obey god, whiche wolde not haue vs to 
eate our bꝛeadde without ſwette of our face. And than ö 
che foloweth the example and pzecepte of ſaynte Paule, ui. Thel. 
which dyd not eate his bꝛeadde idell amonge theim, vn 1 
to whome he cheewed the miſteries of our loꝛde, but la 
boured and toyled daie and nyght, as muche as he had 
leyſure · frome the minyſtrynge of goddes woozd?, and 
w2ought ſtyll, becauſe he wolde put no body to charge, 
often teherſynge, and ſaiyng , that he was not — 
to eate, that refuſed laboure. 
C The wpfe ſhall lette no man come in to the houle, ex⸗ 
cepte hir huſbande commaunde . Whiche thynge alſo 
Ariſtotle byddeth. And whan hir houſbande is foozth 
a dooꝛes, than kepe hir houſe muche moze diligentlye 
chutte. And yet as Plautus ſaeeth, it is conueuyent toz 
a good woman to be all one, bothe in hir hulbandes 
abſence and pꝛeſence. 
¶ And becauſe the buſpneſſe and charge within the 
houſe lyeth vpon the womans hande, J wolde ſhe chuld 
knowe medycines and ſalues foꝛ ſuche diſeaſes as bee 
common, aud reigne almoſt daily: and haue thoſeme- 
decines euer p2epared redy in ſome cloſette, wherwith 
che maie helpe hir houſebande , hir littell childꝛen, and 
hir houſeholde meny , whan any nedeth , that chee nede 
not ofte to ſende foꝛ the phiſicion, oꝛ bye all thynge of 
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CJ wolde che chulde knowe remedies foꝛ ſuche diſea- 
ſes as come often, as the coughe, the murre,and gna- 
wynges in the bealy , the laſtze, coſtifneſſe, the wozmes, 
the head ache, peynes in the eyes, foz the agewe;bones 
out of ioynte, and ſuche other thynges as chaunce day- 
Iy by lyght occaſions. | | 
A Wozeouer , lette hir learne to knowe, what maner 
dyet is good oꝛ bad, what meates are holſome to take, 
what to eſchewe , and howe longe,and of what facion. 
And this J wolde ſhe huld learne,rather ofthe experi 
ence and vle of ſad and wyſe women, than of the coun- 
ſayle ot any philicion, dwellyng nyghe about, and haue 
them diligentely wꝛitten in ſome littell boke, and not in 
the great volumes of phiſicke, _ | 
¶ A vertuous wyke,whan ſhe hath ryd hir houſeholde 
charge and bulpneſſe, chall euery daye ones, it che mate, 
oꝛ at the leaſte on the holy dayes, get hir ſelfe into ſome 
ſecrete coꝛner of hir houle, out of companye: and there 
foza while , laye a parte oute of hir mynde al care and 
thought of hir houle ,and there with a quiet mynde, ga⸗ 
theryng hir wyttes and remembꝛaunce vnto hir, dilpiſe 
theſe woꝛldly thynges as tritels, fraile, and vnſure, and 
that ſone (hall vanyſſhe awaye, and becauſe the lengthe 
of our lyfe is ſo ſhoꝛte, and paſſeth ſo ſwyftly, that it ſe⸗ 
meth not to be led away, but plucked awaye,neyther to 
departe, but flee away. | 
¶ After this lette hir lyfte vp hir mynde unto the ſtu⸗ 
die and contemplacion of heauenly things, by ſome ho- 
Ipreadyng: than confeſſe hir ſtnnes vnto almyghtye 
god, and deſyꝛe mekely pardon and peace of hym: and 
pꝛaxe fy2ſte foꝛ hir ſelfe:and than, whan chee is in moze 
fauoure with god ,foz hir houſbande, and than * hir 
1 | yldꝛen 
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A chziſten woman. tir. 
childzen, and after foz all hir houſeholde, that our lozde 
Jeſus of his grace wold inſpire good minde into them. 
CSayncte Paule, the meſſenger of almightye God, 
where he enfoꝛmed and tauggte the churche or the Co⸗ „ 
rinthians, begynnynge, ſayeth in this wile: Jan man 
haue a wpfe that is an inkidell, yt che be contente to ta⸗ 
ry wyth hym lette him not put hir awaie. Ind yfanye 
Chꝛiſten woman haue an huſbande an infidel if he bee 
contente to dwell with hir let hir not go from hym. Foz 
the man, that is an infidel, chalbe bleſſed hy hys faith⸗ 
full wyfe: and the woman that is an infidell , halt bee 
bleſſed by hir faythfull huſbande. Foꝛ what canſte thou 
tell woman, whether thou ſhalt becauſe of thy huſban- 
des ſaluacion:O: what canſte thou telle man, whether 
thou ſhalte.becauſe of thy wyues ſaluacton 4 Whyche' ; 
ſaiynge perteyneth partelye vnto paper , Foz aSſapnct. | 
James ſaiethe. The continuall pꝛaper of a good man 40. . 
024 good woman mate dooe muche:and parte vnto the” |} 
example of liuynge. Whiche thynge ſaincte Peterthapo' 
file cheweth: where he ſateth:Lykewyſe women, be you . Pet. uu. 
ſubiectes vnto your huſbandes, that they that wyll not | 
beleue the wozde , mate be wonne without the wozd by 
their wines conuerſacion, whan they conſpder youre 
demeanour in holy feare. 
CJ haue red of many chꝛiſten women, whiche by their 
meanes haue bꝛought their huſbandes vnto holye and 
vertuous liuynge: as Domitia, whiche amended hir 
huſbande Flamus Clemens, kyns man vnto thempe⸗ 
rour Domiciã, and Clottldis wyfe vnto Clodouius the 
kyng of Fraunce: # Juguldis wife vnto Hermogillus 
the kyng of Gothia, and many other women mo, dohich 
haue bzought their huſbades to good oꝛder and vertue, 
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q otemzen and the charge and tate abont them. The. xi. Cha 


Irſte of all if thou beare no chyldzen, take it wyth a 
pactent and contente mynde, and in maner reioyſe, 
that thou lackeſt that incredible peyne and buſineſſe, 
There is no place here to declare, what miſery che muſt 
ſulkre, while che is great, what dolour and peryl , whan 
Ge laboureth ; Moꝛeouer, what werineſſe and care ſhe 
hath in the nouriſhing and bzyngyng vp of them, leſte 
they chulde ware yll,oz my myſtoꝛtune bechaunce them 
What continuall teare the hath, whyther they go, what 
they do, leſte they do oꝛ take any harme. Ueryiy J can 
not expꝛeſſe the cauſe of this greate delyze, that women 
haue to, beare chyldzen , Douldeſte thou be a mother: 
here to: That thou maiſt repleniſhe the wozlde, as 
pha ſave .the woꝛlde coulde not be fylled, excepte thou 
bzynge foꝛthe a lyttell beaſte 02 two: oz elles that God 


- - couldenotreyſe chyldꝛen vnto Abꝛaham of theſe ſame 


ſtones, Be neuer carefull in the houſe of God, howe it 


chall be fylled he wyll pꝛoupde well inoughe foꝛ hys 


howſe, that it chall not be emptie. But paraduenture 
thou fearelt the rebuke of barenneſſe. Thou art a chꝛy⸗ 
ſten woman: Therktoꝛe vnderſtande, that nowe thys 
ſaiynge is paſte, Curſed be that woman in Iſrael that 
is bareyne, Thou lyueſt nowe vnder a lawe, wherein 
thou leeft virginitee pzeferred aboue maryage:and he⸗ 
reſte the ſaiynge of thy loꝛde: Woo be vnto women, 
that be greate and beare childꝛen, and bleſſed be they 
that be bareyn: Bleſſed be the wombes that beare not 
and the bꝛeaſtes that gyue not ſucke. Howe canſte thou 
telle, whether God wyll haue the to be one of thoſe hap⸗ 
pye and blelled women 4 Yowe moche moze chame⸗ 


tullye 
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fullye dydde the woman of Flaunders, whiche had be 
maryed almoſt fifty yere, and neuer had;;c<ylde. and 
after that hir hulbande was deade, maryed vnto an no⸗ 
ther man, leiynge onelpe foꝛ hir cauſe to pꝛoue whether 
the faute was in hirſelfe oꝛ in hir huſbande, that thee 
had no chyldzen. Wherfoze ſhe was woozthye to beare 
a chylde with great peyne and werynes:and. in hir la⸗ 
boure to bee delyuered of hir chylde, and hir lyfe bothe, 
with extreme turment. Howe be it J can not tell, whe⸗ 
ther che had any other cauſe to mary agayn, at the leaſte 
wyſe the layde that whiche ſemed moſt honeſte in the ea 
res of the foolyſche people. Nerauenture thou woldeſte 
fayne ſee childzencomen of thyne owne body, chall they 
be of any other facion troweſte thou than other childzen 
be: and thou haſte childzen ofthe citee,and alſo all os 
ther chꝛiſten childzen, whom thou maiſt beare mother- 
ly affection vnto. And thyntze that they be al thyne. Foz 
ſo the lawe of mankynd dothe erhote the, and our faith 
commaundethe.Wherto haue you ſogreate a deſyze of 
chyldzen you women: Fox yr the cares and ſozowes, 
that chyldꝛen caaſe ynto their mothers, were peinctede 
you in a table, there is none ot vou ſo gredye of chil⸗ 
derne, but ſhe wolde be as ſoꝛe afrayed of theim as of 
deathe:and the that hath any, wolde hate theim lyke 
cruell wylde beaſtes,o2 venemous ſerpentes. What 
joye,02 what pleaſure canne be in the childern: Whyles 
they be yonge, there is nothynge but tedtouſnes , and 
whan they beelder,perpetuall feare what wayes they 
wyll take, if they be yll, euerlaſtynge ſozowe.and if thei 
be good there is perpecnall care, leaſte they ſhuld die oz 
lome harme bechaunce them: x let they ſhuld go awaie 
toz be chaunged , What nede me to wc in Octauia 
F Ff. ij. lifter, 
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ſyſter vnto Anguſtus foꝛ an exaumple: I woulde there 
were not ſo manye exaumples, as there be, of ſuche as 
haue be made of welthy and foꝛtunate mothers, myle⸗ 
rable, and pyned awate, and dyed foz ſoꝛowe. Moꝛeo⸗ 
uer, it thou haue manye, than haſte thou greatter care 
where the vnthzpftynes of one chall wype awapye all 
the ioye that thou haſte of the reſte. And this J meane 
by the ſonne. 

¶ Nowe to ſpeake of the doughters, what a tourmente 
ok care is it to kepe them: And in maryinge them, what 
peyne ſhall che haue:Beſyde thts , that tewe fatheres 
and mothers ſeethe good childzen of their owne , Foz 
verye goodneſſe, whiche is neuer withoute wyſedome, 
comethe not but in dilcreeteage. Plato tallethe hym 
happye, that maie attayne in hys laſte age vnto wyſe- 
dome and good lyfe . But whan the childꝛen be of that 
age, fathers and mothers be tourned to duſte. O vn⸗ 
kind woman, that dooel not reknowlage,howe greate 
abenefytte antes on rr nn ydde ne⸗ 
uer bere childꝛen; os ela luſt thẽ befoꝛe p̊ tume of ſozowe 
Phertoꝛe Euripides ſde ful wet. 
She that lacketh childꝛeen | 

Js happye of that miſtoztune; | 
CTherfoze thou that beareſte not, put not the faute of 
thy barenneſſe in thyhouſbande: foz the faute is per⸗ 
auenture in thy ſelfe,whiche arte condemned to bee ba⸗ 
reyn, eyther by nature, oꝛ by the wyll of god. And grea- 
teſt phtloſophers agree in thys opynvon, that womenne 
beare no childꝛen: moꝛe long of them ſelfe than of theyꝛ 
huſbandes, Foꝛ nature neuer bzought foꝛthe but verye 
few baren men, and many women. And that vpon great 
conſideracion, becauſe there is moze loſſe in the baren- 


nes 
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nes of the man, than of the woman, Foz there comethe 
moze increaſe in generacion by the man, than by the wo 
man.Whertoze woman, if the barennes be in the, thou 
doteſte vngraciouſlye in vayne : foz there ſhall neuer 
man get the with chylde. And fo thou conceyueſte many 
vngracious deedes in thy mynde, but thou ſhalte neuer 
conceyue any frute in thy wombe. And many tymes bye 
the ryghtuous pꝛouylpon of god, vnknowen vnto vs, 
there cometh none iſſue in mariage , Foz lyke as it is 
the gyfte of god , that good childzen be had, ſo it is his 
gift that any childꝛen be had at al. Thertoze to ſeke anz 
other remedy than by pꝛayer, is not onely ſuperfluous, 
but alſo a curſed dede. Thertoze aſke chyldzen ok god, 
and that good childꝛen. Foz it thou haue an yilchylde, 
it were better beare a ſnake, oꝛ a wolfe. Therfoze aſke 
thou a chylde as Anna, wyfe vnto Helcane, dyd alne: · Beg. 
whiche by pꝛayer, wepyng, and holyelyuyng optayned 
a ſonne, a pꝛophet, and iudge in Jſraell , called Daz,... 
muell: Lykeas the other Anne, wyte vnto Joachim, 
whiche truſtynge holly in God, beare Maty the queneapay, ri. 
of the woꝛlde, vnto mans ſaluacton , Alſo Elyſabetg 
wyke vnto zachary, whyche had bene bareyn, bꝛoughte ä 
foozth ſaynct John: the meſlanger or our lozde, whiche en. , 
t many a chyld vnto Chꝛiſte aboue the which ſaynet 
John there was neuer man boꝛne of woman. 
Our loꝛd gaue Iſaac, the image of chꝛiſte, and th 
beginner of two great nations of people, vnto Sara in 30. | 
hit olde age, which was not diſcontent with hir baren 
nes, in that tyme , whan barenneſſe was reckened a 
great ſhame. _ OT ere 
¶ The aungelle of our loꝛde ſhewed vnto the wpfkeof 
Manna, a good and chaſte woman, that Sampſon 


chulde 
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choulde be boꝛne of hir, the iudge and delyuerer of Il⸗ 
raell. Suche childzen dooe they optayne, that ſo aſke, 
Foz they that bee conceyued of ſynne and wickednes 
can be nought els,but vngraciouſnes. The wozdes of 
-» the angell vnto Sampſons mother be thele: Thou art 
„ bareyn,and without childzen,howe be it thou chalte 
„ fonteiue and beare a ſonne. Thertoze le thou dzinke nei 
„ ther wyne noz ale, noꝛ eate any vnclean thyng,Foz thou 
>» ſhalte concepue and beare a ſonne, whoſe heed no ra⸗ 
„ zer ſhall touche , foz he ſhall be bleſſed of God frome 
„his babes age, and frome the wombe of his mother, 
„ and ſhall begynne to deliuer Iſraell out of the handes 
ofthe Philiſtynes. ; 
¶ Theſe wooꝛdes putte me in remembꝛaunce nowe, to 
geue women withe chylde warnynge, that ſo longe as 
they be greate, they neyther eate ſo muche to take lurfet 
noꝛ dꝛynke to be dꝛunke withe. Foz many childꝛen haue 
aàatterwardes vled the ſame thynges, that their mothers 
delited in, whan thei were with childe with them. 
¶ Nowe foꝛ to declare, what diligence oughte to be ge⸗ 
uen to childꝛen, in the bꝛyngynge vp of theim, were to 
long to be compꝛehended in this boke, If I chuld teach 
euery thynge at large. Wherof many counnynge men, 
bothe of olde tyme and late, haue wꝛitten muche in bo⸗ 
kes made purpoſely foꝛ the ſame matter. I will touche 
a fewe thynges, that me thynke pertayne vnts the du⸗ 
tie ot a wile hulwifſe ART 
CFv2fteofall,let the mother recken hir childꝛen to be 
all hir treaſure, There came vpon a time a greate riche 
woman vnto Rome , oute ok the countreye Campa⸗ 
nia, whiche was hoſted and lodged with the noble wo⸗ 
man Coznelia , wyfe of Gracchus; There Ws, 9 50 
„ 1 oma 
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woman cheboed out hir great treaſure vnto. Coꝛnelia, a 
bundance of liluer and golde, riche raimentes, and pꝛe⸗ 
cyouſe ſtones: whyche whan Coꝛnelia hadde pꝛayſed, 
than deſpꝛed this woman of Campanie, that che wolde 
do ſoo moche agayne,as ſhewe hir treaſure” : Coꝛne⸗ 
lia aunlwered, that che woulde do ſo at mghte. Nowe 
were hir chyldꝛen gone to ſchole, and were not yet come 
home. So at night whan the childꝛen were come home, 
che chewed theym vuto this woman, and layed: Thele 
be my chiete treaſure, ©. 4TH: 
¶ Another tyme à certayne woman of Jonia, made 


and goodly woꝛke. Coꝛnẽlia ſaied: This woman ma 


ctous clothes, wth coſtelye woꝛke, and al treſure. Ther 
toze in kepynge of this trealure, and increaſing it, there 
is no labour to be refuſed. Loue ſhall make all laboure 
lyght and eaſpye. Whertoz the ſhall nouriche them wyth 


hir owne mylke: and obey the commaundement of na⸗ 


ture, whiche geuynge two bꝛeaſtes with mylke, vnto e⸗ 
uery woman deliuered of chylde, ſemeth to crye and bid 
euerye woman, that hathe boꝛne chylde, to keepe chylde 
as other lynynge creatures do. Allo that wyle and ly⸗ 
beeoll mother of all thynge, Mature, all that bloudde, 


whiche went vnto the nouriſhement of the chyld, while 


it was in the mothers wombe,after that the chylde is 


boꝛne, ſhe ſendeth it bp vnto the bꝛeaſtes, tourned into 


white mylke, to nauriche the chylde withal: neither foz 
ſaketh the tender babe, after that it is boꝛne, but noriche 
with the ſame fode, wherof che hath mad it But J haue 
ſpoke inough of this mater in the boke aloꝛe. — 


1 
i 


| 


greate boſt and ſhewe of gloꝛious clothes, ot great pꝛice 


keth great boſte ot hir clothes, but my foure ſonnes, in⸗ 
dued with all kynd of vertue, be vnto me in ſtede ot pꝛe 
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des if the mother canſkyl{ of lernynge, let hir teache 
hir little childzen hir ſelte,that they maie haue all one, 
bothe foꝛ their mothers, their nouriſe,and their teacher 
And that thei mai loue hir alſo the moꝛe, and lerne with 
better cou 


rage and moze ſpede, by the menes of the loue 
that their teacher hath toward them. | 

¶ As foꝛ hir doughters, che tall beſyde the lernynge 
ot the boke, inſtructe them allo with womens craftes, 
as to handle woll and flaxe, to ſpinne, to weaue, to ſow, 
to rule and ouerſee an houſe. n HF J5% . 
¶ Neither a vertuous mother ought to retuſe lerninge 
on the boke, but nowe and than ſtudy and rede holy and 
wyſe mens bokes, and though che do it not foz hir owne 
ſake, at the leaſte wyſe foz hir childꝛen, that chee mate 
teache them. and make them good. As Erudice, whan 
che was ot greate age; ſette hir ſelfe vnto lernynge, and 
ſtudye of philoſophy, onelye to thentente, that che might 
teache hir childꝛen, and ſo ſhe dyd . Foz the babe fir 
herethe hir mother, and fyꝛſte begynnethe to enfourme 
hir ſpeche after hirs. Foꝛ that age can dooe nothynge it 
ſelfe, but counterfayt and folowe other, and is cunnyng 
in this thynge onelye , She takethe hir firſte condy⸗ 
tions and in foꝛmation of mynde, bye luche as chee he⸗ 
reth oz ſeeth by hit mother. Thertoꝛe it lyethe moze in 
the mother, than men wene, to make the condicions of 
the chyldꝛen. Foꝛ che mate make them whether che wyl, 
very good. oꝛ verye badde. Howe howe che chall make 
them good, J wil geue a few choꝛt rules 

¶ Lette hir geue hir diligence, at lealte wiſe becauſe of 
hir childꝛen, that che vieno rude and blounte lpeeche, 
left that maner or ſpeakynge take luche roote in the ten 


der myndes of the childꝛen, and ſo growe and encreaſe 
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together withe their age; that they tan not foꝛgette it 
C hildzenwill lerneno ſpeeche,vetter;nox moꝛe playnly 
expꝛeſſe than they wyll their mother ... Foz they wyll 
counterfet bothe the bertue and the vice, ik any be in i. 
¶ James the kynge of Aragone, after that he had won 
my countrey Ualence, out of the handes of the Agare⸗ 
nes, whiche inhabyted the citee that tyme, he dꝛoue out 
the people, and commaunded men of Aragon, and wo⸗ 
men oof Jlerda to go dwelle in it. Sothe childzen that 
came of them bothe withe all therr poſteritee; kepte 
their mothers language: - whiche we ſpake there vn⸗ 
to r Foz Fe RN 
an +54 „ F355 
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pinions:and ſhall go abaut to be lyke vnto them whom 
he hathe harde his mother commende,and vnlike vnto 
The mother hall reherle vntotheim the laudes of 
vertue, and the diſpꝛayſe of byte aud repete often tymes 
to dꝛiue them into the childꝛens remembzaunce.Jwold 
che oulde haue ſome holy ſaiynges and pꝛeteptes of 
liuinge commenly in vſe, whiche herde dyuers tymes, 
Caillat the laſte abyde in the childꝛens remembꝛaunce, 
though thei geue no hede vnta them. Foꝛ childꝛen renne 
unto their mother. and aſke hir aduiſe in all thyng:thei 
inqure euerye thynge ot hir: what ſome euer chee ans 
— oi beleur and me een it euen fop 
e goſpeil. | 
CD mothers twharanorcaſton be you bnto your chll⸗ 
5 , to make pro 1 ps * 02 N 
u ſhoulde ryghte and good, opinions, and the pure 
faythe of Chailte be entounded into their myndes,to dil 
2 — to recken ſhom fog — fooliſche tan 
—— —äA—— — 
ran x0 pee gn ee ae 2 — 15 beg- 
5 e 
5 and vſed : and to count theim the true and 
whom 


des Heyther tu haue in honoure luche men, in 
— 1 venere er but: 


andbate vice:andſograwebpand ware with thoſo0s: 1 
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achadntwoman. _ .,  Brfiif, 
bp rebuke chat :e. id 
Civhantheenbzacethehir chylde und kflethvie; and; 
wylt pꝛaye it ſome good lucke det hir not pꝛaye ot᷑ thys 
facyon. God make the richer than eurr was Creſus 
on Craſſus:god make the moꝛe honourable; than euer 
was Pompeius oꝛ Ceſar:god make the moꝛe toꝛtunate 
than euer was Juguftus. But let hit pꝛaie on this fa⸗ 
tion: hꝛiſte geue the grace to de good and rentmente; 
and to diſpyſe foztuneofthe'wozl d. ta bevertaous, and 
——ů— — qa da alter ſaint — vs rape 


us, Theſe let hir rekenfozgreat thpnges, 
bees eee nende erer 
— — — his 7 _ Ge CAE 11 1 
2 —— 
— — — 


oz piertive,noz hyſſe ! 
ly bie theun ſeite vnto 
Hunte and e 


delectable.voto 
ahne onethrm after he be tomen to mannes 
92 Therfdze the mother chal cozrectths 


he 0G ac er Inv — 
bee ane —— — ne n 


— — 


Che inttruction of 


fo the perfection of vertue, and bleſſed liuynge . But it 
is dꝛowned with coꝛrupte opinious aud iudgemente s. 
And whan it beginneth to lyghte and flame vp a littel, 
it dothe not only lacke n t, but alſo is quen⸗ 
ched with cantrary blaſtes ot wynde. Fathers and mo⸗ 
thers, nurſes; ſcoolemaiſters, kyultoitzes, frendes, ac- 
quamtaunce, and the comen people, whiche is a ma⸗ 
ſter of great errour; ali theſe do that they can to plucke 
vppe thoſe ſeedes af vertue by the rootes, and to ouer 
wheime that littell fyꝛe, as ſoone as it begmnneth to ap⸗ 
pere. But all they regarde ryches muche, and geue ho⸗ 
noure vnto nobilitee, and reuerence vnto honour, and 
ſeke to2 gr ka — 45 pompe, 
and folowe pleaſures. But they trede pouertee vnder 
boote and mocke imple windeg. They ſulpecte deuoci⸗ 
on, and hate Than erer all kynde-of'verfite — 7 
callfolly. And whan 


$ood-natite ofmantrinde: maze melinedofr 
4805 —— meant © wen coin 
* — — deer e 


„and moze meete 
CA — — 
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TN NN the ledes vnto muche 
¶ Let hir nat bꝛeake the ſtrength bothe of their bodies 
their wittes,and vertue, with wanton and deinty 'bzin- 
ging vp. I haue lene very few men cone to great pꝛofe 
of eyther lerning. wilte, oꝛ vertue, that had been daynt⸗ 
lye bzoughte vp. Netther the bodies can come vnto their 
due ſtrength, whan ther be febled with dilicate kepyng 
And ſo whan mothers wene thei ſaue 
—— eee 

ftrength,they twolyſhelyyminih©botys 

helth and their life 2295 | 
CLettheimlone their children, well, as conuenient is, 
and ſpare not. Fos who wolde either adnul oz dyſpzayſe 
the lawe ———— — | 
— then ——— Evens their 
oue, zen olones thervpon: to danse 
what ther lyſte. 1 

—— — wennde, bir chr 


—_— — — — 1 A va +: 12 Ky N 4 
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hir eare, and bote itof. And 
by, rebuked:hym.callyng hym not onely a thele, but al⸗ 


foꝝ my doyng. 
mothers, 


Thefnftructlonof: 


we hadaſked ſouthr layers of hir ſonne, whethet he 
Gulde be emperour, yea ſaied they, but he hall kylil hys 
mother: Let hym kyll hir( ſaied che) lo that he mate be 
emperour. And ſo he bothe was emperour; and kylled 
hir. But whan it came to the poynte, Agrippina wolde 
not gladly haue been kylled, and repented that hir ſon 
had the emppee. 

C.Fynallye you.thzoughe your cheriſthinge,wpll nep- 
ther let them take labour to lerne vertue: and haue a 
pleaſure io tylle theym full of vyces with delitcatenes. 
T man of vou wepe and wailecfoz I ſpeke not 


bol all) and be well punilched and woꝛthily in this lyfe 


foz your madnes. han veu be ſoꝛy to ſe your childzen 

ſuche as pour ſelte haue made them. Noz you be nat lo 

ned or them F ſeite(vns | 
loued of all other foꝛ your lou. 

There is a — — vonge man „ whiche 

an 1 to be put to deth delired to ſpeke with 

his mother:and whan ſhee came, layde his mouthe to 

an the people, that. were 


8 
Fo: it checſaied —— me foꝛ ſtealynge my f 


telowes none out of the ſchoole, whyche was my fyꝛſte 


thefte:than had J not pꝛoceded vuto theſe. myſche⸗ 
uous derdes 2 chenden me, and keed we, 


GnideJreherfe x of 
e 
croked , leude, dullardes, NE 


e ooh aha 
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ryghte., countipnge ,quycke wytted; inuentiue, ſobee 
tretable,quiet and wyſe e Whether is this an errour of 
tolkes inyndes,0za puniſhemente ol god deſerued fox 
— lyns, to theim to loue ſuchẽ thynges as be 
wooꝛthye no loue 4 Dumme beaftes cheryſche euer the 
n lyghtix it is a 
fygne of I in theim, whan the dammes make 


muche of theim. Allo hunters knowe that that chalbe 
—— z whithe the damme is 3 
boute, and awhame che catetn che molte and carpeth 


firſtein tohirletter: But 8 
meg viteand the eat? woonthe;cthatth e mothertonery: 


molt tenderly, 

¶ It you Well be loued in deede ofy your chyldzen,and- 
trepally in that age, whan they knowe: what is true 
and holy loue, than make them not to loue you duer 
muche whan they knowe not pet what loue is: but ſet 
moꝛeſbya ſpice cabe, a houy combe. d a pete of ſugar, 
than by both father and mother. No mother loued hit 
childe better than myne dyd me:neitder any chylde dyd 
euer leſſe percepue hym ſelle loued ol his mother than 
J. Shee neuer lyghtlye laughed vpon me, che neuer 
eokered me: and pet whan J had beene.iij.oꝛ.iiij.daxyes 
out ok hir houſe, that che wyſte not where, che was al⸗ 
moſte ſoze ſycde. And whan J was comen home, 
coulde not perteyue that euer chr lon d loz me. There 
foze was there no body that a moꝛe led, oꝛ was moꝛe 


tothe to come „than my mother, whan J was a 
childe, But Jeame to yonge manseftate, there: 
was no bodye,whome: delyted moꝛeſto haue in ſyght 


-» Whoſe memoꝛy nowe I haue in reuerente, and as orte 
66 remembzaunce. , ee 


within my wem an thug, whan 3 tan not wyth 


CA hav: hada frende at Paris a very wel lerned man, whi 
che amonge other great benefites of god, reckned this 
foz one:that his mother was deade,thatcheriſhedhun 
ſo wonderouſly:whichecſaidhenf@ec had ltued, J had 
neuer come to Parts to lerne, But had ſyt ſtyl at home 
all my lite, amo dzabbes, delirates, and plea⸗ 
ſures, as I begonne. Howe roulde this man loue his 


1 


mother, that was ſo glad ol hir drathe But a wyle 
mother ſhall not! lhe foꝛ pleaſure'vnto hir chylde, 
but vertue n ryches, but foꝝ tounnynge and 


91 a an rather * an honeſt ache chan foz an 
The be Bent pl agche n hid learer thetr ſonnes | 
oulde die honeſtiye;fo2 the defence of their countrepe; 
_ thanflee to ſaue their liues. And wee rede in Hiltozies; 
at many of them haue kylled with their owne handes 
eir ſonnes, that were cowardes and. 0 i » 020+ 
nouncing thele woozdes, 
| 5 neuer my ſonne, 

rg whichehad.it Joodly dee named 
them with. ij. names of vertu, Hope, Faith, a Charitee, 
and was very glad to ſe them all dye foz the honoure of 
Chaifte,and buried them hir owne ſelfe,notfarre frome 
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Rome, in the time ol Hadꝛvan themperourt. 

Lanny: — dee lo dilygent in teachyrige 

exe childꝛen craftes to gette good vy, as to male 

anne Reither hal bydde them take example 

fuche as haue gathered muche goodes, in ſhoꝛt ſpace 

eee 1 x as haue tomen vnto great _ 
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andgoodnes, . 
¶ The people of Megera is diſpꝛayſed, and not with⸗ 
out a cauſe, foꝛ teachynge theyz chyldꝛen nigardechippe 
and couetyſe:and in ſtede of honeſt childꝛen, made them 
ſparynge bonde men. Wherfoꝛe they cau ed ſuche thyn⸗ 
ges, as we lee chaunceth nowe adaies, that wythe byd⸗ 
dynge theim ſo ofte ſeke foꝛ good, gette good, increaſe 
theyꝛ good , and gather good by all meanes, they cau⸗ 
ſed theyꝛ childꝛen to dooe miſchiele and vngrarious de 
des. The whiche faulte is a great parte in the fathers 
and moth ers, which be counſailoures, cauſers, and ſet 
ters vpon:and as good reaſon was, whan the childꝛen 
coulde fynde none other waies to tome vy ryches theye 
robbed theyꝛ father and mothers. And if thei ſawe that 
all was ſo well and cloſely layed vppe, hat they coulde 
| not come by it, than begunne they to hate theyz fathers 
and mothers, and wyllhe ko theyꝛe deathes, and ſeke 
meanes to rydde theim aware , Ind it is plapnly kno- 
wen, that many haue ppyloned they? fathers and mo⸗ 
thers⸗beraule they thoughte to longe, to tarye tyll they 
„ wü 8 
¶ Otten tymes they rebuke their fathers and mothers 
of theyꝛ owne vyces, as thoughe they had learned them 
by theyꝛ exaumple oꝛ negligence . Foz the vnthaiftie 
yonge man, whiche hadde an vnthaiftie father, ſayed of 
this facyon: J wyll impute myne vnthꝛiftynes vnto 
my father. Fo2 Þ was not bꝛought bp with ſadde de⸗ 
meanour neither vnder the lawe ok a well ozdzed houſe 
which? moughte haue inſtructed my maners better, 
and plucked me frome thoſe vices, that myne age was 
inclined to. But whau that fyꝛſte age of childꝛen ought 
to be holden vnder, and kepte in by ladde 7 ei 
1 ö 2 


ONS The inſtruction of 
leſte it fall vnto vice, thꝛough ouer muche libertee, from 
whiche it wyll bee harde to plucke them againe, and 
as the wyle man counſailethe, neuer haue the rodde of 
th? boyes backes:than ſpecyally the daughter chulde 
be handeled without any cheriſchynge. Foz cheriiſhyng 
marreth the ſonnes, but it vtterly deſtroyeth the daugh- 
ters,.And men be made wozſe with ouer muche lyber⸗ 
tee, but the women be made vtterly naughte. Foz they 
be ſo ſet vpon pleaſures and fantaſyes,that excepte the 
be well bzydled and kepte vnder , they renne on head in 
to a thouſande myſchiefkes, Howe howe the daughters 
oughte to bee bzoughte vp, J haue thewed in the boke 
afoze., Thertoze the mother hall reade it, bothe becauſe 
there be many thynges perteignynge vnto maryed wo⸗ 
men, and becauſe it is the mothers duetie, to ſee that hir 
daughters do that we teache there. 
¶ And whan the mothers haue pꝛouyded as well as 
they can by woꝛdes, that no foule, vncomelpe, oꝛ vnclen 
lye thynge,o2 ieoperdous, oꝛ vngracious abyde in the 
chyldes mynde, than (hall they pꝛouyde mooſte of all, 
bothe by example, and dedes, that the chylde ſe nothing 
whiche can not bee counterfeted and folowed withoute 
Game, Foꝛ as J ſaied befoꝛe, that age is euen almoſte 
lyke an ape, and dothe nothinge ot it ſelfe, but all by 
counterfetyng of other. And thoughe the fathers and 
mothers by their auctoꝛitee and loue, and alſo com⸗ 
maundement, put the yll examples of other folkes oute 
of the chyldꝛens mindes, yet they can not rebuke that 
they doo them ſelfe:oꝛ though they wolde rebuke it, yet 
wyll not chyldꝛen bꝛe ſo muche moued with that, that 
they heare, as with that, that thei ſe, Wherfoꝛe the poete 
Junenall ſaieth full well, that the examples of fathers, 
and 
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and mothers, maie do moꝛe, than a great deale ot war⸗ 
nynge and teachynge, of a greate ſozte of maiſters: toz. 
they chall do them moꝛe hurte by the example of one yll 
dede, than they haue dooen theim good by muche holye 
counſailynge. And thertoze the afoꝛe ſaied poet counlai⸗ 
leth wiſely in the, rity. Satyꝛe on thys maner: 

Let nothing, that is filthy to ſpeake oꝛ ſee: 

Come nere thoſe dooꝛes, wherin childꝛen be. 

Aboaie with ſonges of baudes, wenches lyght, 
And ſkoftynge iauels, that walken all nyght. 
Thou ſchuldeſt geue childꝛen great reuerence, - 
Jf thou go about any inconuenience. 
Non ſet it light a childes yeres and age, 
But whan thou falleſt in to outrage. 
pet foz thy littell childe, whiche is in ſyght. 
Retrapne that foule acte with all thy myght. 
¶ Celius Plinius diſpꝛeiſeth Rumidia Quadꝛantilla, 
becauſe che kepte and cherilched players and teſters; 
moze than was conuenyent foꝛ a noble woman. Not 
withſtandynge he commendeth the old womans. wile- 
dome in this poynte,becauſe che wolude not ſuffre hir 
Neuewe Nuadzatus,to loke vpon hir pꝛayers, ney⸗ 
ther within hir houſe, noꝛ in the common plaiyng place, 
And whan ſo euer che wolde here theim, oꝛ was aboute 
to take hir paſtyme in plaiynge at the cheſſes , chee v⸗ 
ſed to commaunde hir neuewe to go his waie, and ſtu⸗ 
dy his boke. N #3 
C The ſame afoꝛeſaied Plinius geueth great thankes 
by a letter vnto Hilpula his wites aunte, becauſe thee 
had bꝛoughte vp and inſtructed his wyfe wythe goood 
lernynge,whiche neuer ſawe any thynge in his auntes 
houle but honeſtie and vertues . And no doute, muche 


moze diligence ought to be geuen aboute the doughters 
Hh. ij. that 


—— — 
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| that nothynge bl 


The inſtruction of 

otte their demurenes,chaſtitee,o2 ſad⸗ 
nes, becauſe theſe thynges be required moze perfecte in 
a woman than a man. And the females in all kyndes 
of bꝛaſtes dooe folowe exaumple moſte wittily, and e⸗ 
uer moꝛe redily and moꝛe perfectly the vyces, whiche 
thynge the male dooeth alſo. Wherioze ſhe wyll lightiye 
do that whiche the ſeethe hir mother, oꝛ anye other wo⸗ 
man that che ſeeth regarded of folkes. Neyther ſhe can 
refrapne hir ſelte, if hee haue their example foꝛ aucto⸗ 
ritee. Wherkoꝛe in ſuche countrets, where the noble and 
gentle women be badde, there be but fewe ot the lowe 


degree and comminalltee good. And than they that bee 


bꝛought vp of yl women, be not lyght lie any other them 
ſelfe. Bowe be it, the doughterreſembleth not ſo muche 


hir mother, as hir that hathe bzoughte and nozithed hir 


vp. Wherfoze many baſtardes which haue ben bzought 
bp withe theire graundmothers on the fathers ſide, be 
ynge vertuous women, haue goneout of theyz mothers 
kinde, and folowed the lyfe and holynes of their gran⸗ 
mothers that nouriſched them. 391”: 

C Cato thelder baniſſhed Gaius Manlius out of the 
ſenate houſe, becauſe he kyſſed his owne wyte , hys 
daughter beynge by. Foz that ignoꝛant age vuderſtan- 
dethe not, wherfoꝛe euerye thynge is doen, but it wyll 
rep:elente the ſame actes. lyke as a glaſſe repꝛeſentethe 
the facions ol bodyes, ſette betoꝛe it, but not in the 
ſame condicion. Whiche thynge the moſte wyſe and 
holye man Eleazar, vnderſtandynge, whan he was 
commaunded bythe ſtatute ot kynge Antiochus, to 
eate ſwynes fleſihe,and refuſed it, and was counſailed 
by pagannes that were his frendes, at leaſte wyſe to 
make countenaunce, as though he dyd eate it, that he 
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myghte vnder that coloure eſcape , as thoughe he had 
obeyed the kynges wyll, he made aunſwere:that he had 
leauer dye, than dooe any thinge that myght geue pll er 
aumple to ponge folkes, and ſpeake vnto theim in theſe 
wooꝛdes. Foꝛ it is not conuznyent noꝛ comely foꝛ myne 3, 
age, to vie anye ſymulacion , that yonge men mate ſu⸗ 
ſpecte Eleazar, whiche now? is paſte. lxxx.peres and ,, 
tenne or age, is tourned vnto the lyfe of alyantes and „ 
infidels:. and ſo they by the meanes of my ſimulacion, ,, 
and {02 a litell ſpace of this coꝛruptible lyfe, hall bee „ 
diſceyued: and by that meanes ſhall Þ gette a ſhame ,, 
and curſe vnto myne olde age. Foz though J ſcape the ,, 
puniſſhement of men, at thys pꝛelente tyme:yet ſhall J, 
not ſcape the handes ot almightye god, neyther quicke , 
noꝛ deade, Wherfoꝛe J wyl do as is ſemynge myne age, , 
die boldlie, and leaue an example of noble ſtomacke vn⸗ , 
to yonge men, whan J chall take an honeſt dethe withe ,, 
a redy and bolde mynde, foꝛ the moſte holye and ver⸗ 
tuous lawes: N 5 | 55 
¶ As ſoone as this was (ated, he was ſtreyghte caryed 
vnto execucion, and they that led hym, which were moꝛe 
fauourable to hym betaze,were than diſpleaſed, foz the 
woꝛdes that he had ſpoken, whiche ther thought that he 
had ſatedof pꝛeſumpcion, but whan he was nighe bea⸗ 
ten to deathe, he cryed oute and ſaied: Loꝛde, thou that 
haſt holy knowlage, thou knoweſt playnely, that whan 
Imyght haue been delpuered from deathe, pet J ſuffre 
harde peynes of my bodye: and J ſuffre them gladlye 
withe all myne herte, foꝛ dꝛeade of the. And ſo he depar 
ted awaie, leauynge a memoꝛiall of his deathe, foꝛ an 
exaumple of vertue and boldenes, not onlye vnto ponge 


men, but vnto al his nacion. Therkoꝛe the ſonnes ſhuld 
Hh. iij. be en⸗ 
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| The inſtruttion of 
be enkoꝛmed and taught with example of their fathers 
Neither there ought any thyng to be ſhewed vnto them 
that mate be turned lyghtlye vnto vice, leſt they tourne 
it moze lightlye, bothe by the reaſon of their owne igno⸗ 
rance,and by reaſon of mans nature, whiche is inclined 
vnto the wozle, . 
¶ Our loꝛde puniſched Helye, the iudge and byſſhoppe 
or Jſraell , not becauſe he gaue an vll example vnto 
his ſonnes Ophini and Phinees , but becauſe he dyd 
not puniſche his yl] and vngracyous lonnes , There- 
foꝛe he peryſched withe a fall out of his chayze, and the 
herytage ot his benefpce was geuen awaie vnto a no⸗ 
their kinred. | 
CNowe howe muche moze greuous vengeaunce wyll 
he take vpon ſuche fathers,as teache their childzen 
eyther by counſayle, oꝛ by their example, to lyue vngra- 
croully 2 And ſeeyng that the puniſſhement ofthe ſons 
nes, whiche were adul terars, redounded vnto the fa⸗ 
ther, becaule he dyd not pꝛohybit theim, as muche as 
laye in hym: What chall he dooe to ſuche fathers, that 
excite and moue their childꝛen vnto lechery, pleaſures, 
and vngracious actes, either with wooꝛdes, oꝛ els with 
deedes; Ind on the other ſyde, of the woman that accu⸗ 
ſtometh hir childꝛen vnto vertue, the maiſter of the pa⸗ 
gannes layncte Paule, ſpeakethe in this maner: The 
woman hathe gone out of the waie by tranſgreſſion, 
howe bee it che ſhall be ſaued by bꝛyngynge foozthe of 
chyldꝛen it che continue in faythecharitee, and holpnes 
with chaſtitee, | e 
O 
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Of twple ma d women and ſte mothers. 
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Ucheas marye agayne , afterthe deathe of they 
O fyzſte houſbandes, beſyde all that we haue wꝛytte 
here afoze,muſte be warned this thynge, to take heede, 
leſte they diſpleaſe theyꝛ houlbandes, whiche they haue, 
withe ouer muche reherſynge of theyz fyzite houſban- 
des. The condicion ofthe wozlde is luche, that euer 
folkes recken thynges paſte, better than thynges that 
be pꝛeſente. The cauſe why is. becauſe no felicitee is 
ſo greate, but it hath muche diſpleaſure and bytternes 
myngled withe it: whyche ſo longe as it is pzeſent, gre⸗ 
uethe vs ſoꝛe, dut whan it is ones gone, it leauethe no 
greatte felynge ok it ſelfe behynde it: and foz that cauſe 
we ſeeme the leſſe troubled withe ſozowes paſte , than 
withe ſoꝛowes pzeſente, Allo age rennethe on a pace 
whiche mate euerie date wozle than other ſuffre diſplea⸗ 
ſure, and is moze feble to ſuſteigne caſualtees chaun- 
ſynge.. Wozeouer the remembzaunce of the fourther 
and moze luſtie age, and as it were a comparyſon of it 
with the moꝛe payne full age, cauſethe great werynes of 
the pꝛelente ſtate, and longynge foꝛ that whiche is paſt, 
But Salomon woulde not haue ſuche thoughtes to 
come into the mynde of a wyle man, foꝛ to recken the 
eres paſt better than the yeres pꝛeſent. Neyther a wile 
oman oughte to counte oz recken hir houſbande, 
whiche is deade, better than hym,whiche ee hathe on 
lyue. Foz they bee ofte diſceyued in this poynte, becauſe 
ik anye thynge diſlike theym in theyꝛ huſbande, whome 
they haue, than call they toremembzannce onely ſuche 
; popntes as pleaſed theym in theyꝛe fyꝛſte huſbandes, 
And that thynge they dooe the moze ſpiteouſly, if THEP2 
pꝛeſent 
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pꝛelent hutbande diſcontente theyz mynde in thole thyn 
ges wherin theyꝛ fyꝛſt hulbandes dyd theim pleaſure, 
Than without all conſideracion of other thynges, they 
compare theyꝛ huſbandes togyther onelpe in that: and 
there vpon ryſeth peyne, whynyng, and troublous woꝛ⸗ 
des agaynſte theyꝛ huſbandes . And whyles they be⸗ 
wayle and complayne the myſſe ot theyz deade hulband 
they kepe nother. 
¶ As foꝛ ſtepmothers theye haue an yll name, as ma⸗ 
lycions towarde theyꝛe houſbandes chyldzene : of the 
which thyng there be many examples in memoꝛi. Ther 
toꝛe women muſte be warned ofte, to rule theyz owne 
b2aydes and fantaſyes of mynde: foz therofcomethe 
the 8 and begynnynge of all bothe yll and 
good. Ind if thou ſuffre thy bꝛaydes to rule the, they 
wyll bꝛynge vpon the a greate numbꝛe ol troubles and 
miſeries, whiche afterwardes thou chalte not lyghtelye 
hake of. But if thou rule theim, than chalte thou lyue 
holyly and foꝛtunatly. And that thynge thou ſhalte obs 
teine, if thou wilte ſtudie diligentlye, whyles thy mynde 
ig at reſte and quietnes, howe thou mayſte behaue thye 
ſelfe, whan cauſes of mocion and trouble come vpon 
the, Therfoze ſtepmothers be not rough and vnreaſo- 
nable, ſauynge ſuche,whoſe paſſions and bꝛaydes of 
mynde plaiethe the tyꝛannes ouer theym: and they dooe 
not rule theyꝛ bꝛaydes, but folowe and ſerue them. Fox 
che that is ledde with diſcrecton,reaſon, and conlidera⸗ 
cion, chall recken hir lelfe and hir hulbande all one. 
And theretoꝛe ſhe ſhall counte bothe his chyldꝛen and 
hirs common to them bothe. Foz if Frendſhyp make all 
thyng common among frendes, in ſo muche that many 
haue loued and fauoured they2 frendes chyldzene as 
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theyꝛ owne:howe muche moꝛe abundantlye and perfect 
lye ought wedlock to cauſe the ſame, which is the hygh⸗ 
eſte degree, not onelye of all irendlhyppes,but alſo ot al 
bloud and kynred: | 
CMozeouer, ſhe oughte to haue compaſſion of theyze 
tend2e and weake age, in remembꝛaunce of hir owne. 
Foz if che haue childzen,ſhe ſhall loue, others to,remem 
bꝛynge that the chaunce ofthe woꝛlde is indifferente, 
and that hir childzen ſhall fynde ſouche fauoure of 0- 
ther folke,whether ſhedye oꝛ iyue, as ſhe: hathe ſhewed 
to other folkes chtid2ene, And in deede a good woman 
wyll bee vnto hir huſbandes chyldzene that, whiche ſhe 
mate heare them call hir ſo often that is mother. J o· 
what woman is lo farre out ot᷑ all humanitee and gen⸗ 
teines, that wyll not be moued and mytygated wythe 
this wooꝛde, mother, ot whome ſoeuer it is ſaped e And 
ſpecyallye of childꝛene, whyche can not flatter,but ſpeke: 
ſo euen wyth theyꝛ ſtomacke, lyke as they woulde theyz 
otvne mother, ot whome they were boꝛne: Howe ſwete 
is the name of Frendſhyp: Howe manye diſpleaſures 
and hatredes dothe it put awaye: Than, howe muche 
moꝛe effectuall oughte the name o mother to bee, whi 
che is full of incredpble charitee: Thou mooſte irefull 
woman, doeſt thou not mollifie, whan thou heareſt thy 
ſelfe named mother Thou arte moze ragious than 
any wylde beaſte, it that name wyll not ſterre the. Foz 
there is no beaſte ſo ragious, and cruell, but it an o⸗ 
ther yonge of hir owne kynde,faune vpon hir, (he wyll 
be by and by mylde vnto it. And thy hulbande s chyl 
dꝛene can not make the gentyll and mylde withe ſweete 
wooꝛdes. Thou art called — ſhewelt thyſelfe 
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ont cauſe;vſeſte it von that weake and innoconte age; 
And whan it were conueniente, that all Chaſten men 
chulde be as bꝛethern to the, in benenolence and chari⸗ 

tee, thou hateſte thoſe, that be coniuigned vnto the in 
houſe and bloude, and that be bꝛethern vnto thy chyl 
dꝛen. It is meruaile, that the ſoule of theyz mother doth 
not purſue the, vexe and trouble the.  Dooe you vnder⸗ 

ſtande vou ſtepmothers that be ſuche, that pour vnru⸗ 

ly ire and hate cometh but of the dꝛeames of your owne- 
folye:Fo2 whye dooe not ſtepfathers hate theyze wyues 
childzen in lie maner Foꝛ there is no ſtepfather, but 
he louethe his wiues ſon as well as his one. | 
CJ hauereade of manye ſtepfathers, that haue geuen 
the inheritaunce of realmes vnto theire wines ſonnes, 
euen as they had beene theyꝛe owne, as Auguſtus lefte 
thempyꝛe of Rome vnto Tyberius, and Claudius vn⸗ 
to Nero:Ind yet had Auguſtus chylders chyldꝛen, and 
chyldꝛen of theim againe: And Claudius had a ſonne. 
Whiche thynge they dydde uot fo lacke of knowlage, 
that they were not theyꝛ owne ſonne s, but becauſe they 
perceiued in realon and conſyderacion, that there was 
no tauſe of hate betwene ſtepfathers and ſteppe ſonnes 
except theyꝛ owe condicions dyd cauſe it. Foz what of- 
fence hathe ſtepſonnes made vnto theyꝛ ſtepfathers, ex⸗ 
cepte they haue offended theym betauſe they were not 
theyz owne ſonnes, As foꝛ that thynge laie in goddes 
handes,and not in mans power. 
C yea but ſome wolde ſaie, the ſtepfathers do not plaie 
and trifle with theyꝛ ſtepſonnes, as theyꝛ mothergwold 


To mak? anſwere there vnto. by that argumente theyz 


naturall fathers do not loue theim. But wherto Gulde 
I ſaie any thyng of the ſtepfathers loue, whan vere be 
ome 
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fome mothers ſo mad de, that they wene theyꝛ houſban⸗ 
des loue not theyz owne naturall childzen,becauſe ther 
do not ſtryfle and foole with them all the daie and al tge 
nyg ht ſtyl, as them ſelfe doth. The man can not dote as 
the woman can. Foꝛ that ſame ſtronge ſtomackeot man 
can holde and couer loue well enoughe, and rulethe it. 
and dooeth not obey it. But you ſtepmothers, whye do 
not you euer kyſſe , combe, and pyke your ftepchyidzen 
as von do pour owne:thereis greatdarknes ofmiſtye 
fantaſypes in your myndes, that what ſp euer you. lone, 
vou thynke euery bodye ſhoulde loue the lame, and that 
no man loueth that enough: And what ſoeuer vou hate 
you thynke is wooꝛthy to be hated of euery man; and 
that euery bodye louethe that to mnche. And ſome there 
be, whiche whan they hate their ſtepſonnes . deadlxe. yet 
they lwere they loue them: Nhich be — 
beleue, that anye man — — cheye 
bee moze madde, it they wee — r= Doeſte 
thou loke after, that — — — 8 
calleſte hym father, vohan thou wꝛxthyeſt awaie frome 
thy ſtepne chyldꝛen. call vnge the mother : Sayncte 
Johan theapoftell doth not beleue thatany: luch dothe 

the inwliblegod.that hateth 4s _—_ whome 
he loketh vpon :. 
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thatis maryed tail begynne to bee nioze ſermlable 
vnto hir alyance;than to hir kynſetolkes, and ſo it is 
conuentent foꝛ many cauſes. Fyꝛſte, becauſe che is as 
it were ſhifted and planted in to that kyn, vnto whiche 
Ge hall beare chyldꝛen, c the whych the ſhal multyplie 
with hir temynge. Secondly becauſe ſhe hathe the be- 
neuolence and loue of hir owne kynſekolkes all redye 
Thertoze ſhe mult ſeke to2 the loue of hir alyaunce at- 
terwardes. Thyꝛdlye, that hir childzen mate haue the 
moꝛe loue of theire fathers kynred, whan they thall be 
holpen not onely wythe the beneuolence of theire father 
but alſo of their — And in choꝛte concluſion, it 
Gall becauſe of manye pleaſures, if thou be loued of 
thyne alyance, and manye diſpteaſures.af thou be hated 
And this was the thynges that thoſe men loked after, 
whiche ſkyfted maryage out ol kynred into other fol⸗ 
kes, that loue and frend@yppe amonge people myghte 
ſpꝛeade the bꝛoder. Thertoꝛe it is conuentente,diligen- 
tlye to get the lone of thyne alyance, oꝛ if thou haue it al | 
redye, to kepe and holde it. 

( Itis ſaied, that mothers in law beare a ſtepmother 
hate vnto their doughters in lawe. And vne, dough 
ters in lawe bere no greate loue and towarde 
theire mother in lawe. Therfoꝛe Terence, after the 
common cuſtome and opinion of people, ſaieth: All mo⸗ 
thers in lawes hate their donghters in lawes. And the 
was a merye woman. the whiche whan che ſawe hir 
m_ 45 lawes ymage made in ſugare, the - ſated, it 
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CPlutarche, and ſayncte Dieronyme takynge ofhys 
auctozitee;where he wzytethe agaynſte Jouinian, tel- 
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lethe,that itwas an olde cultome in Leptis , acitexof || 
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Alkryke, that a newe maryed wyte, on the next daye 
after hir maryage, chuld come vnto hir mother in lawe 
and pꝛaie hir to lende hir a potte, and the chulde ſaie che 
had none: to thentent that the yonge wife might know 
by and by after hir maryage the ſtepmotherlye hate ot 
hir mother in lawe,and be leſſe greued afterwardes,of 
any thynge bechaunced that che wolde not. 

CBut whan J conſider the cauſe of this enmite, me 
thynke bothe their enutes very foolylſhe, Foz the man 
ſtandethe as it were in the myddes betwene his mo⸗ 
ther and his wyle, and ſo eyther ot theim hateth other, 
as an expulſer of hir ſelfe. The mother is diſcotent that 
all hir ſonnes lone chulde be turned vnto hir doughter 
in lawe:and th? wife can not ſuffre any to be loued, but 
hir ſelfe. And therof ryleth hate, enuy, and bꝛaulyng, as 
\ tt were betwene two dogges, ifa man ſtryke and che 
ryche the one, the other beyng bye 
C ythagoꝛas ſcholers in olde tyme, and thoſe that 
were of his lecte,dyd not recken Frendſhip miniſthed, 
the mo that come vnto it: But to be the moꝛe increaſed 
and ſtrengthed:ſo the mother aughte not to tonne hir 
ſelfe a mother euer the leſſe, if hir ſonne marye a 

noz the wyfe ought to counte hir ſelte awyfe the leſfeif 
ſhe hauea mother in law, but rather either of thẽ ought 
to reconſyle the one vnto _ other, if. anye dilcozde 


ce betwene theim. 
Ch lawe "woldefte thou not 


Thou fooliſche mother in 
— ſonne to loue his wyte;whiche is a compani⸗ 


on aud a frende inſeparable:Coudeſtethou haue fufte⸗ 
eee 
e ha | 
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thou oolilche doughter in law, woldefte not thou haue 
thy huſbande to lone hir mother? dooeſte thou not loue 
thy mother » Thou ſhalte be loued of thy huſbande,as 
his felowe and deremate:aud thy houlbande chall loue 
hys mother, as vnto whome he is bounde, foꝛ hys iyfe, 
his noꝛiſchynge, and his bꝛingynge vp: and theretoze 
he owethe greate loue and kyndenes. „he doughter in 
lawe, knowynge that hir houſbande and che is all one, 
ſhall recken hir huſbandes mother hir owne, and ſhall 
loue hir and reuerence hir no leſſe than hir naturall 
mother, but be moꝛe ſeruiſabie vnto hix.that ſhe: mape 
bynde hir the moze to loue hir. She ſhall not be diſplea⸗ 
ſed, it hir houlbande loue his mother, but rather, (be⸗ 
pnge a good anda vertuous woman) it the lee, he doeth 
not behaue hym ſelte vnto his mother arcoꝛdinge lyke 
the ſhall exhoꝛte hym, and hym to behane hym 
ſelte as a ſonne oughte vnto his mother, There isns 
mother in lawe lo out of reaſon j but Ge wyll be the bet 
ter contente it he knowe hir doughter in lawe chaſte, 
and louynge to hir hulbande Agrippyna, nere vnto 
Auguſtus themperuur by his doughter Julia, whiche 
was maryed vnta Germanytus, neuewe vnto Liuia, 
thempꝛeſle, by hir lonne Bꝛulus, was hated or Ltuia, 
bothe as a doughter in lawe, and as a ſtepdoughter, 
— ol hir dwne nature bathe charpe and — 
enough: buͤt ſhe was ſo chaſte of bodye, aud ſo lon 


vnto hirhuldanae;that with'thoſeewowvertues ſhe 
tered the fyerte mynde 1 5 in ang x ina and 
— — imine onghte tpnounſthe! and cas 
Rayne theism 7 36 ume in theit-neceſſitee; ) node 
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Ruthe,a'Woabite bozne,lefte hir countrey and all hir nnd et. 
kynne foꝛ hir mother in lawe, becaule che woulde not 
leaue the olde myſerable woman in ſoꝛowe and heauy⸗ 4 
nes. Therfoze the bothecomfozted hu withe woozdes; 
and nouryſſched and founde hir with hir laboure , aud 
in all condicions fulfylled the roume ofa daughter. 
Neyther that ſame greatte charitee of Zuthe lacked re⸗ 
warde,fo2 by the counſaile and helpe of hir mother in 
lawe, che gate Bodz vnto hir hulbande, a greate ryche 
man, and bare J ſay the pꝛophete, and was graundmo⸗ 
ther to kynge Dauid, or whoſe ſtocke our loꝛde Chaſte 
was bozne. e 15 
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A S it is conuenient foz the wyfe to applye hir ſelfe 
3 vnto hir ts to diſcrecton and wyll in all 
& K other thynges io whan anye of hir chyldzene ſhall 
bee maryed and that bothe Ariffotle in the ſecounde 
boke ot houſe kepynge, teachethe:and reaſon byddethe, 
that the holle auctozitee ouer the chyldꝛene choulde bee 
geuen to the fathers,” So by the lawes of Rome, chil⸗ 
dꝛen were not vnder the mothers rule but the fathers, 
and that fo longe as he liued, thoughe they were ma⸗ 
— of greate age, excepte they were at theyꝛ oton 
ybertee, YET t 
¶ Nowe howe greate power oughte fathers to haue o⸗ 
uer theyꝛ owne chyldꝛen, whan god would that Joſeph 
choulde haue ſome auctozitee ouer Chꝛiſte: The angell 
ok oure loꝛde, what tyme he chewed vnto Joſephe in his 
Dꝛeame, that that, whiche was in the wombe of Mary, 


, The inſtruction of « 
was not concepued by mans generacion; but by the 
power and woozkes of the holye goſte: She ſhall(lated 
he)beare a ſonne, US | 
ſus ', Me laied not He ſhall beare the aſonne,as the 
vſe is to ſaye to the owne fathers. Foz women beare 
chyldzene vnto theyꝛe huſbandes:and yet he laied, thou 
thaltecallehym.Whereby he ſignified the power and 
auctozitee of hym, whiche was his father apparente, 
whan he had ſated vnto the virgine, His name (hall be 
called Jeſus. * 0 | 
CA wyſe woman ſhall not purſue hir doughter in 
lawe,noz wene that thee wynnethe loue withe hatynge 
hir, neyther ol hir noz of hir ſonne :; If che loue hir, 
and geue hir good counſaile, and teache hir, And il che 
do atoze hir ſuehe thynges as maie be example vnto hir 
daughter in lawe, bothe of chaſtitee and ſobzenes, And 
if the make no diſcozd betwene the maryed couples, but 
i any chaunc p e. them wie wy — 3 
It, and reconſyle them agayne wyth all hir myghte: / y⸗ 
nallye, if che beare a motherlye affection towarde hir 
daughter in lawe, che all lyghtly bꝛynge to paſſe, that 
both hir ſonne ſhall be moꝛe bounde vnto hir and ſhall 
optaine great loue and reuerence of hir daughter in 


moꝛe chaſte and ſobꝛe, and better agreeynge wyth hym 
where by he hall be bounde vnto hir, not onely foz that 


been the inſtructrice or his wyke and cauſer ofa great 
parte ot his felicite. 5 OE iq 
And the daughtere in lawe on hir partethall-beare 
none other mynde , onto hir mother in lawe, than ik 


che 


and thou chalte call his name Je⸗ 


lawe. Foꝛ howe muche moꝛe chall he loue hir, of whom 
he hath been boꝛne, and by whomhe hath his wyfe, both 


benefit, that che is his mother, but aiſo becauſe che hat 
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Navin hatpe #82yg0100s motherinlaweall ing 
taunceth conttary: © © 1 
¶ As toꝛ the daughter, that is matied the mother that 
not: delpe to haue lo muchehirowne,as.whauſhe was 
a inayde, but remembze that than (he is ſkifted into an 
other hoaſe and kynrev,t64ucreaſechar ſtocke: but ehe 
maie geue hit good counfalle, 027 parte hit in temem⸗ 
bꝛauuce, whan ſhe is maryed, of fuche tounſatles, as 
ſhe gaue hit, whan ſhe was vumaried:butſhe Hal not 
medle with hit in — 02 poptites, as lhet will 
diſpleaſe hit ſonne in lawe. She ſhall not leads hit to 
churches, no bʒinge hir h hy ſenketohin, the 
thynke it be agate hir ſon in lawes wylll. 

C Neyther leat any foolyſhe woman ſateto me on this 
maner: wohst, mate J not ſpeake to mine owne daugh⸗ 
ter: Ohe is thy daulghtet in deede, but nows ſye is not 
thy woman. Foꝛ whatfo euer ri: thou h #tohis 
thou haſte geuen tt ouet to thy fonne in lawe . Thet⸗ 
loze a thou loue thy daughter, and woldeſt ſe hir haps 
pie, that is to fare; ee ibis, 
exhozte hit alwate, and geus hir tounkaile to obe bs 
huſbandii euety popnte: no: cyrones ee 
the without de wen geue hir leane. Foz Whol es 
will haue moße! e with a mans wyfe. khan the 
hulbande will is and audulterer. Jud whe 
ener touched and tap g ol an other mans ag it tt 
owners wyll is a theke; 5 Nene 
— GShoſhall for fa1awe noni othes tht an 
1 hirowne Nane: * | 


— N 1 
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* 
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ant Kernen, F624 womanoughtno to thynke; 
naebeas e 9151 t ton in lawe, as hir 
wi = butlh ef thatdeſice Meare as much as hir 


own ſo! 
oline ſon, and geue him as good co eand exho 
Aba vert inflich iner he ap ans — jw | 


Wan and tequire him, than byd and commaũde hym. 
Col a wyte well wopno in age. The.rv.Lhap, "IE 


Wyle well ſhot ſnags Dalldotas philoſophers 
FA. faiethe byꝛde of 1 5 dothe, whiche iuhan it ts 
* abe püngech h all the fylthy humours of hit bodye 
with ſpices ol Ataby, and 4 fozthe ol hir mouth a 
wonderous ſwete bꝛethe: ſo a woman, whan che is paſt 
a pleaſure of the eee 
an dhe, vp ol chüldzen than hal che lauour aud 
dzeth altheyely, che ſhall neyther ſaie noz do any thing 
that is not full of ——4 and that mate be exaumple 
Ke —— folkes to take heede ol. Than as Go2gyas 
(the Khetozician) ſaiech, hir name ſhall begynne to 
pan g and be knowen, whan hit p is vnhnowen; 
han h Re lpke, holvly paſſed befoꝛe, ſhall begynne to ap⸗ 
mn than in deedea vertuous woman rule hir 
huſbande by obeyſante, and ſhall bꝛynge to paſſe; that 
bir houſbande ſhall haue hir in great auctozitee, whi⸗ 
che afoze tymes hath lyued cuet vnder hir huſbandegs 
tule. Atchyppa, wyfe vnto Themiſtocles hy diligent 
obedtence vnto hir huſbande, obtained ol hym ſache 
ioue, that he agame, whan he mas tthe moſte wyſe and 
moſte noble man, pet folowed he his wyues mynde, al⸗ 

mooſte in euery thynge: and there of came this facton 


of argument, wiyehe10 domes common amonge 
0 ekes; what Baden ae 


un 


- 
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Thioph 


twuedt, 


vuto 
rid o 


— he 5 and 50 and applie 1 le 
EEE + eva . 
t , | 
BitietHivio wile leſt in debe ofh 8 


perſitcion; by the ceaſoti of ign gnozanice; rioting 
in holy wooꝛkes: howe be it, pet truſt moze vpon 


mercy and the goodnes ol god Ky traſffn ot on hit Te 


as though by desen ohr ages te right come 
- thither, as as He inreabech; rather thaw the benefits 
and gifte ot god. Ind whples hir herte is luſner than 
dirdody;teave ſome of hit hodily labour, and fabours 
moꝛe with hir mynde. Lette hit pꝛaye moze and more 
intentiuely: let hit thinke often ol god, and moe keis 
uently, faſt les and wery hit ſelfe lelſe with w 
about uno churches. It is no neede to 


'" agedbody,and fozlake hit 0 Lathe 
00 


r — — A — 


vuto hir! ſelke. 


—. pas ig with good occaſion -and ways 


_ Foz their huſbandes, contraty waies 8 
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5 a other; bp geupnge 8 9 55 
ette Fall 
ofthe whiche a gteat parte 


do theim good. 
ihecommodi tee 


Hete endeth theſeconde baden, 5 106 
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| Cori mournyngok wydotwes.The ace why 


Ger 


= Good woman, whan hirhouſbandets 
Hi deade, ought to knowe, that he hath 
T2 the greatteſt loſſe aud datuma 


can bechaunce hir in the — 
$) N thatthere(s taken-frow hir the herteaf 


mutual and tendge lone towarde hir: 
and chat ſhes hath loſte not ovely.theanehalfe-of hir 
one lpke (as learned men were wonte to ſate,whan 
they had loſte theym whome they loued derely) but hir 
ſelfe allo to be taken from hit ſeltke all together and pe⸗ 
riſſhed. Of this cauſe maie came honeſte 


not to blame. It is ae — wag that can 

be ok an harde er deten mynde, a woman 
not to wepe foz the death ol ir huſbande. Howe be it 
there be two kyndes ol women, whiche in 


that is bothe they that mourne to much and thoſethat 
auch tolittell. AI haue ſeene ſome women no mm 


6 wlll —— 


. R enn e bu 

no ued with the —.— ane d. 
che tung aw euldent gn fcaldelo x uo the 
huſbandes. whichethyng iſo foule, = 
moꝛe abhominadle, noꝛ moze curſed. Ind it a man 
theim, why they do lo, oz rebuke theim, they anfweregs 
gapne, the nature ot the countrey ſoxequirethiAndiths 
ſame excuſes lay thei thein.that vſetopatthe cauſe 
of their vices in ſome planet, oꝛ qualtties'ofthe aue 
erthe, where they duell. But the nature ofthecountroy 
is cauſe of no vices. Foʒ than the countreyoughttobe 
— and not the oflendeurs. we tale ud byte ot 

— apꝛe, but ot our ere | 

bothe good liupngandl,Noztherensns 

countrei o wzetched in the woꝛlde that it ns hath ſome 
good people ther in: no naue ſogeod butt hath lome 
noi 


ght. 
CJdauefadehere afohe, tha J baue fen lome, no⸗ 
thyng moued with the death of their huſdandes.Likes 
mute: I haue ſcene fome, that wolde with a right good 
will haue quitte their houſhandes lyfes with — 
one. wherfoze there is no reaſon,why they ſhuld la 
they: fautes in the condicion ot the Region. Foz in the 
cauntrey, that is called Getica, the ayꝛe ta colde, aud 
pet ſateth Bomponius Mela ; that the very women 
tackeno ſtomacke to die on the bodies of they: houſes 
bandes and haue a ſpeciall deſvꝛs ta hee hutyed with 
theim. And becauſe that the cuſtome ts there ta matye 
many women bnto one man there is greate ſlyiupng! 

amonge theim, whiche ſhall haue the herin, c 
them that (hall geue Che pictozy is ge⸗ 

5 venta moſt vertuqus:and he _ great pleaſure tothe 


— — 
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* knee 1 
— emaxled neuer dutotf᷑ maydes, and ſo made 
agzend9 of all hope nnd deſyn of uiariage at ones. Fo⸗ 
tiert n houſbande ag nt body and ſdule, and 
5 men deſyped; nen thyteghe of ork eattet him v 
. thoogh:theydoned thrunatrimony tt ſelte, and not the 
Httſbandes « tohcrbynowt thou inaift ſe, that vertties - 
n with aboundaunce, rythes, 
unn piealures, aud. the e 
che good peo charytee : All the lawe of Ohne ſaun⸗ 
deehnontther thynge, but haritee;loueand heare,* 1 
* Fozdut'l02deateth2'F am commen to caltefyzernts 
che earthe, and go abdut nothyng ſo muchas to make 
it to bourne. But whan we couple the rychedigels 
to pooze Chiſte and vnto lobe vertue, reueli aud 


reuell 
dankennes, vnto chaſteſadnes, delolute aud wenton 
pleaſures, paganiſcand hethenes bnto-:Chaiſtianttee; 
and the diuell to god: than god diſbdeignynge ſuch ke⸗ 
lowſhyp taketh his giktes from vs, and Rade vs the 
gyftes of the diuel. Rot withſtanding. it may ſo chance 
that there be in womeng mindes ſuche conſtante ſted⸗ 
kaſtnes, chat they inmie tomloꝛt them lelfe: and though 
they beouercome and oppꝛeſſed, mate by wiſedome pet 
cecouer againe. Chat wolde IJ greatly pꝛaiſe ina man 
but in ſuche a kraile kynde,if1s no good tokento haue 
(0 aſlpug eat wyſedome. 13s 
C Jha al great wiſe men, that haue taken be⸗ 
xy heuilythe death ofbutiightfrendes, and wepte fox 
2995 habundantly * whichegidve thela * 
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the people of Athenes, ane of the. vit. wife 
ded ins ahn bntia tabokepe iþ vepung & w 
2d 2 — 


men.cmats 


rthatLucretig wagfiay: 
mus Bꝛutus, whtche was teuengeann uf 
and rape, done by the kynges ſon:hat > deynenche | 
ges out of Rome, and warre was madeagayunſte tha 
 kynge: In the fyzſt ſettyng togyther, thin Btatua Was 


kilde, and the wines of the citer mousnes a eine 
netb the death ol hy that had ben the defedoro! 
chaſtitee, And yet mourned they, but an other n 


De eee 
mount arten Mt iny.co py. 


tatour ofcip 2 geehrt ,ileholds, 
and thy goodes, Moron hy goucrno; if 
ane e 725 


J 


enero an achotde whan his 0 outlet * 
out of the m 
parabulentursſome woulde late, he was ſuche 
— — — We 
hitn-2Savfo wolve neutr good woman ſaie, no 
pljſþe1n;:Foxifhe-wetvv0ehe deloted,as the lawes 
of xod'dv tomnmaunde, he ſhuld be, that is to ſaie, as he 
mite thy ſeii thou woldeſt be as ſo2ie that the ſhuld die 
ns th lelſe. Unto an yil woman excepte hir huſbands 
EIT: — dertee to alk'virts: * 
. Dur uno 


kinde bare ee 1 yeyar 12 
thatbſeth 16; 
diſpifethae f. 


2 11 


" Nope 3. 
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none other. The tuttle doue, han hir male is deabe, 
nether dzynk eth lycoure, noz ſytteth on the grene — 
ne coineth amonge none ot hir telowes Range ad 
ſpoꝛtynge together. Theſe chaſte and holy loues meas 
neth Salomon, whan he catleth his ſpouſe to hyw,ſat- _ 
vng: The voice of a turtle doue is hatde in our tealme * 
And compateth his ſpouſe ſometymes to a turtell, and 
ſometyme to a ſtockedoue. 
¶ Alo thei that tan haue uo meaſure in theit wepyng 
and mournyng, be as fatre to blame on the other ſyde. 
Foz whan they beenewely wounded with the chaunce; 
they confounde and fyll all the place full ofcriptig,and 
teate theit heate, beate their bzcaltes, #ſcratche theit 
chekes, and knocke their heades to the wal les, ᷣ their 
bodyes to the ground, t dꝛawe foꝛth longe the tyme of 
their mournyng, as in Sicilt, Iſta, Grece, and Rome: 
in ſo muche. that the ſenate was fatne to make ſtatutes 
and lawes, whiche were called the lawes of the twelue 
tables, foʒ to modyfie and appeaſe the mournynge. 
And theretoꝛe the apoſtle alſo, whan he wzote to this 
people, was compelled to comfozte theim,ſaiynge:Bye= 
therne, I wolde ye ſhulde haue knowlageof thoſe that 
. ſozte and — othet people 
that haue no faithe Foz if we beleue that Jelus is 
deade, and reuyued againe:ſo (Hall god likewiſe bang 
a game with him all that bedeade by him. 
¶ Nowea wydowe, let hit dewayle hit huſbande with 
hertieaffection,and not crie out, noꝛ vere not hir ſelfg 
with daſſthynge ol hir bandes, neyther beatynge of hit 
body: but lette 15 ſo moutne, that ſhe remembze ſoder⸗ 
nes and meaſute, that othet maie vnderſtande hir ſo⸗ 


toe, without hir owne doſtyng and vtteraunte. Jud 
Li akter 


THE INSTRVCTION OF 
alter that the firſt bꝛont of hit ſozowe is paſt and (wa- 
ged, than leat hit begpnneto.ſtudpfor — rdoggt 
1 20 where will J not bꝛyng koozthe pzeceptes out ot 


the longe volumes of phuoſophers. Foʒ my purpole is 
to inſtructe a Chʒiſten woman with Chailtes philoſ o⸗ 


phie:in compariſon-of whome, ali mans wiſedome ts 
but folye. My mynde is to ſerche a temedy. Let vs te⸗ 
membze the ſaiyng ol the apoſtle that they which llept 
with Jelu; ſhall be bzoughtofigod'with Jeſu againe. 
wohertoze we ought to be of good coumfoꝛte. Ind ſhe 
that is a wyle woman lette hir remembꝛe, that all men 
bee bone, and lyue in this lawe and condicion, to pate 
they: dutie vnto natute, as theyꝛ creditour, whan ſo 
euer (he aſtzeth it, ot lome ſoner, of ſome later, howebe 
it all be tonteigned within the common lot and tate, to 
be bozne, and lyue, and die. But our ſoules be immoꝛ⸗ 
tall, and this lite is but a departyng into an other etet⸗ 
nall lyfe and bleſſed, to thein that eee well and 
vertuouſly this tempoꝛall and tranſitozielyfe. The 
which thyng the Chaiſten kapth maketh eaſie enoughe, 
not by our deſarte and merite, but of his goodnes, the 
whiche with his deathe loled vs frome the bandes ot 
deathe: and death of this life is but as a ſailyng out ot 
the ſea into the hauen. hei that die, go atoꝛe, and we 
ſhall ſoone come alter: and whan we be drparted #10s 
ſed out of this body, ſhal leade our life in heauen vnto 
that time, that euety man ſhall receiue his owne body 
againe:howe be it not ſo combtrous and heaup as it ig 
nowe, but lightly couered and arated: with it we wall 
haue bleſſed and euerlaſtyng lpfe. 181 

C This is the true and ſure Chaiſtian confolacton; 
n they that * thynke and truſte, w_ they) 
rendes 
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krendes, whiche are deade, be not ſeparate from theim 
butonelyſent betoꝛe into the place, where within ſhot. 
pace attet theꝝ Hall mete together fuil mertiy.it they 
will do their dulgence, that they mate by the exerciſe of 
vertues come thyther, as they beleue that they be gone. 
¶ Theſe thynges ought chꝛiſten pꝛeſtes to ſhewe and 
tell vntoyonge midowes, aud romfoꝛte their heuy min 
des withitheſe conſolacions, and not as many do, dʒink 

to theim in the funerall feaſt, and bid them be of good 
chere, ſaipng : They ſhall not lacke a newe houſband, 
and that he 18 pꝛouided of one foz hit al red, and ſuch 


other thinges as they caſt out at bankettes and feſtes, 


whan they be well wette with dꝛyne. 
eee. Dissen FM 
ec banken othiehulbande-rhe. l. chap. | | 
"A Lfo amonge many other thinges that we vſe al⸗ 
A terthe example of the pagans, this is one, to kepe 
: Na Eye rho, ret folemmitee. Fo2 the pagans 
and gentils'beleyed; that if the bodf were bnburted;the' 
ſoule ſhulde ang Hh tor or po rm thatthe rop=' 
tee and tetemontes ok burtyng, chulde be an hondur 
both to them and their luccellon [ 
there wetefome of theim, that counted theſe but kanta⸗ 
ſtes, and vantties. Foz Uirgill in the perſon of Ancht⸗ 
les, whome he indufeth ko; am eraumpie of wpledome. 
ſateth, chat the lolle of ſepulture is but a ſmall thynge. 
And Lucane in this manet katet h 
Nature in hir quiet lap doeth all thinge reteiue, 
He is coaered withtheſkie, that hath no graue. 
¶ Alſo wyſe philolophers, as Diogines. Theodozus, 
SDenec, and 'Ctcero, but in . — Socrates, dyd 
gzoue by great reaſons, that 1 ozſed not where 2 
11. 1 | — | 


a 


B. Not withſtanding, 
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cas became and rotted. Marcus Imtlius; which was 

the chtefe of the ſenate. ol Nome, comma ſon- 
nes, à littell betoze he depatted out of the-wozide, to 
caty hun out on a bete apoynted without auy ſhetes 07 
purple, noꝛ ſhulde ſpende pon anp other ſolemnities 
beſyde, paſt. x. 8. fo he ſaidẽ: The coꝛſes of noble men 
orte commended by their owne noblenes, and not by 
coſte of money. Valerius Publicola, aud Agrippa 
 WMenemius , the one beynge baniſſher of the kynges, 
and reſtozer of the common libertee, the other bꝛoker 
and arbytratoz of the common peace, # many other mo 
excellent men dyd vtterlp diſpiſe the royalter ol ſepul⸗ 
ture: in ſo muche that whan they hadde been in great 
auctozitee and ryches.yet they lefte not behynde theim 
ſo muche as to hyze an ouer ſear, of thefunerall with, 
And tt they had counted ſo greatte goodnes, in bury⸗ 
pnge, as the people ſuppoſed, the wolde ſure haue ſene 


t Lande 
IJ will. ſpeabeof our mattyꝛs of the Chiiſtian 
55 . deadebodyes lap, 
f othacth ſoules glare: eee tyme he 
ſoules to the bodyes. ſhall eaſily fynde 
in his ee A ROEIN well enough the leaſt 
aſſhes o oe body.Sainct Auguſtine in the boke that 
he named the Cites of —— — „ſaieth: All theſe 
buſones, as keppngofche coꝛce, and o2dze ot theſepul- 
ture, and rcd of the kunerall, be rather the cõſola 
cions of thꝛim that lyue, thã any eaſe cothedeade. Fo 
il lolemne buriyng might helpe an euil man any thing 
thau ſhulde poure butiyng oz eis none at all, — 
a good man. but we ſe farte contrary, no the greatte 


Fopalter of . — 
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tnan;fpoken ot inthe goſpell: noꝛ it was no tebuke to 
the lazar man, that his dedye [ai —— 

and ſet vy. Fot afterwarve thetythe man was 
puniched in hell fox hts vil layng, and the 1a5ar was 
refreſſhed in the lap of 3bzaham,and had hts' rewarde 
toꝛ his lyfe innocentiy and v ully ſpente. 
N J woulde not that ſepul ureſhulde bepus 
Aawate, Fox holy kathets, as Abraham, Iſar, and Ja- 
cob, and Joſephe; whan be dyed; nende mu⸗ 

the ofthetr buriyng. Ind Tobias CN ANT Tobi 
angell of God, becauſe he had buryed deade people 

But all the oꝛnamentes of ſepultures ought to go to 
the pꝛofet ol them that be deade; and not to theim 
ue. Foz he that is deade, mut make his ted 0 
to god onelp, whiche retoyſeth ol the merptes of 

chat be deade, dooen befoꝛe in cheyz lynts, and ofthe 
elene and pure myndes of therm that be alytie. « 

is no ſhewe of riches no2 dey wer won 
2 
tuen Chꝛiſten. Foz Rn n [ 
haue almes: andifthoubemireyfailf, thor ſhalte re: 
ceyue inerey.Therkoze make NN 8 ty ſetfandto 


— — edge dur ory 
golſpen ge —— geuech ehe woozs 
— anddenteth it to heim, that denye the 
wootkes of mettye. Allohe teacheththe wapes of ge 
ayng afmes, that thou geue none of thy 
then that be ok greathabthtee, andwaie dne the, 
8200 a better tourue toꝛ the agarne:but geue to pooꝛe 
dkolkes and beggars.that be not (hat fodooeas —_ 
ili. 02 


| 
j | 
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fo2 the agayne:andſ(othou halte haue great reward 
of god. Than ho we muche is it better to clothe pooꝛe 
ſtraungets, than thy tythe hunſkolkes, and pooze late 
men, than rythe pꝛieſtes, and that that is ſpended on 
ware and coſteiy ſenultutes, to bee beſtowed on pooze 
wydowea, aud fatherles childzen, aud ſuche as lactze: 
Aa mucde ſuter and Fee al 
22 — ripen eee 5 
thein t 27 oppacſſ 
neceſſitee: their teates ſhall folowe thine: theyꝛ mitth 
chere the. Thy krende.that is deade ſhal find them 
attourneis and aduocates, moſte pleaſant to the iudge 
eteruall, to pleads his —— be as digen ln his 
petyll, as (their owne. 
¶ Nowe it appereth well noughe, what J iudge of 
thoſe np DOWN, (HAY, diſteiue their creditours of they? 
payment, to baynge fooꝛth their huſbandes ropally, oz 
els do not accowpliheand;perfouriye the wyll and be⸗ 
d ann man, whiche thyngegughe to bay 
CJ nedeuotto declare here.how much inen be bound: 
tothe paiyng of their dettes,noz Howe much the kultü⸗ 
long of teſtamentes ought to be 3 Foz the true 
and durable honoure of the coꝛſe ſtandeth in me 
hertes, and not inthe pompe of ſepulture, oꝛ tombes of 
marble and mettall, coſtly ment Kennen late wel 
by the buryeng ok a good man be it neuer ſo pooꝛe:and 
pꝛaie foꝛ him, and curſe ſumptuous tombes, and that 
the moze ſpituouſiy, if the won bee yl gottenthat it 
wanne 45 nenne 10.20 32037 Thy: 
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1687 uu! Fang 
Coche myudpugafþi huſhand 


„ Eitcht wrote teme xe aud hate yl eke 
eies in hit mynde, that our ſoules doo not p 
together with the body, but bee ſoled ol the bon- 
des ofor — Nena and be — . — from 
eee bels ehe baby; wache 
192 ſoule depatteth not o from the body lacomirother 
It Ae tielenes ** oller out mattiers hete in 
18! 


Ade, and been ofte tymes harde of 
th ae e an Ui they knowe muche of our 
attes and koztunes by the 

od betwene. Wherkoꝛe a good u 
e. 


ok aungels, that 
hir hulbande is not vtrerty deade but lueth 
with lyfeof his ſoule, whiche is the verate lple, 
and e — ator pn Foz out frendes 
ue with vs, be abſent from vs oꝛ deade 
ifthe hits n be impꝛinted in our hertes 
with often —2 — them, and dately renewed, 
and they: lyfe euer warcth freſſhe in ou; myndes. And 
i we koꝛgette theim, than they die to warde vs; The 
biecherne of Ualeria Meſſalina, that was Sulpicius 
wyle, aſked hir atter hir hulbandes deathe ( becauſe 
ſhe was yet in the flowers of hir youthe, and helthkull 
ok bodye; and therto goodly of beautie) whetherſhee 
wouldematy againe: Nap berely ſaied ſhe: fo: Sul⸗ 
pittus is ſtyll alyue to me. And this was the ſatynge 
d a pagane, not aſſured of the eternall lyfe. Than 
what ſhoulde a chꝛiſten woman dooe: Let hir kepe the 
temembꝛaunce of hit houſbande with reuerence; and 


A” oe Fitch wepynge: and let hir take fozaſolempneany 


do we oughe to ſup⸗ 


agteat 


10 


* 
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|| ,cor, y Lette ſyngle folkes applye theim felfetobuſinelſe of 
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a great othe, to fwere houſbandesſoule, and let 
hir lyue and door IU all thynke to pleaſe hir 
huſbaude, beyygenoweno man but a ſpitite purified, 
and a diuine t ah 


- 
* 2 
* 
* . « © 5 
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of hir deedes, but alſo of hit conſtiẽce. Leat hit handle 
ſo hit houſe and houſeholde, and ſo bayngs vp hit chil- 
dzen, that hir huſbande anate be glad, and thpnke that 
he is happie to leaue ſuche a wptebehyude him. 
¶ And lette hir not behaue hit ſelle, ſo that his ſoule 
haue cauſe to be angry with hir. and take vengeaunce 
on hit vngtaciouſnes. Cyzus the etder kyng of 055 
whan he dyed( as Xenophan wziteth) comma unden 
lons to kepe his memozie with deuocton and putenes, 
foz cauſe of the honout ot thegod1mmozrall; andthe 
woꝛchyp and the immoꝛtalitee of his ſaule+.'- || % 
Cette the wydowe make an ende of wepyng, leaſte 
we ſhoulde ſeeme to mourne fo; our folkes, that ate des 
parted as thoughe we 
C orthe chattiter and honettte ol a wivawe. ' The, till. chap. 
cer. 9 17 geuyng inſttuction to a chziſten woman, whoine 
maie à man doe better after, than fainct Paule, that 
ſatde, he was all thynge to all men? to the entent that 
he myght wynne theym to Chziſte: and putteth in bis 
owne laude and pꝛayſe the bulines of all churches: ſo 
he, wꝛitynge to the Cozinthies, ſateth on this manet: 


our loꝛde, hoe they mate pleaſe hym:and leat matied 
folkes takeheede of wozldely mattters, hom they mate 
pleate and totitent their ſpouſes. Foz it Wr 


¶ Ao iet hir take him foz hir deper and ſpy, not onely 
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le woman ge 
CT hectozs hen tete paſſe alley 
Therfoze than lette pa — tiymm 

auge bare, whichs lohan his rnmpage and 
ued, myghte ſeeme to;bee Roan foz 15 3 
whan he is deade, all hir lyfe and all hir appatelle 
muſte bee diſpoſed and oꝛdered after his wyll, that is 


ſucceſſour vnto hit hulbande, t 

vnto moztall man. Thertoze muſte oneiy the mynde be 
ppked and made gape: fo that onely is it, that Chʒiſte 
matyeth, and in the whiche Chuſte reſteth and dely⸗ 
teth. but thoſe that intende to mary, tyze # trymme bp. 
theim ſelfe. Ind that that J haue ſaied befoze of map ⸗ 
des, mape bee applied to this place: yet muche leſſe it 
becometh a wydowe to garnyſhe bppe: and pepucte hir 
ſelfe: whiche ſhoulde not onely ſeke foz no barg ne, 
but rather refuſe theim offred:neyther take any offe 
but ſoze agaynſte hir wyll, and compelled tothele⸗ 
conde marpage, it ſhe be a good woman. Howe be it 
in a mayde goodly tayment mate be moze ſuffered but 
in a OE it is to be diſcommended. Fo: what body 
woulde not abhozre hit, that after hit firſte hulbandes 
deathe, ſheweth hir ſelke to longe after an other, and 
caſteth awaie hit ſpouſe Chaiſte, and maryeth the dy⸗ 
ulll fyzſte, and lynte inan, beynge bothe wydowe,wyfe, 
and-auouterer 2 But they haue bothe a moze eaſy ſtate 
and condicion, and maze ouer better, that ſhewe theyz 


wpdowhende in their clothyng, and behauyng of their 
body and r Foz they that be neuer fo e 
dus, pet haue a fauour to theim that be good and ho⸗ 


5 dan ander ſuch tokens as they ſe in them, caſt, k they 
Wm ſhalde 


Fo hit ee to Jew hate 
good and 


755 In Ins TRVCTIoRK or 
chuld marie with them: and chaunte to die afoze them, 
what maner of wydo we thet ſhuld leaue behynde them. 
105 J enſure yo, there is no hufbande that woulde 

tot haue his deathe mourned or his wyfe, and be hym 

elle deſired of hit, and nulſed:aud leeyng that we haue 
ſuche pꝛeceptes foꝛ marped folkes, bothe ok philoſo⸗ 
phers, and the apoſtels, what ſhoulde we thynke that 
theyz iudgemente was of wydowes? By whome the a= 
i. Tim. ñ poſtle Paule wʒiteth to Timothy on this maner. A ve⸗ 
rate wx dowe and deſolate woman truſteth in god, and 
is in pꝛaiet daie and nyghte: and thee that is delycate 
and carekull, is beade, ve beyng on lyue. Therfoze byd 
them kepe them krom blame. Foz they ſeeme to lyue in 
the ſyght of thoſe that ſee them eate and dzinke;and go 
and ſpeake,and do ther woozkes of iyfe, But and one 
coulde perſe with his ſyghte into theim, o entre within 
the ſecreates ot their mindes and thoughtes,he ſhould 
fee that pooze ſpntull ſoule, howe it is putte from God; 
and ſpoiled # dep2ined ot his life. Thus ſainct Paule 
ſaleth, Thus ſainct Hieronime, Thus ſainct Ambꝛoſe, 
Thus lainct uguſtine, Thus all ſainctes holy men 
with one voyce and opinion fate, That wepyng, and 
mournyng, ſolitarines, and faſtyng. de the molte pꝛe⸗ 
cious dowries and oꝛnamentes ofa wydowe. 
¶ Moꝛeouet what feaſtes, what plates and daunces 
a wydowe ſhulde ble, ſainct Bauledothe ſhewe, whan 
he byddeth hir bee in p2ayer daie and nyghte: and ſo 
whan hir moꝛtall hulbande is deade, ſhe myghte bee 
at moꝛe lybertee with the tinmoztall, and moꝛe by lea⸗ 
ſute, and ofter talke with hym, and moze pleaſauntly, 
yea and to ſaie moꝛe plainly, a wydowe ought to pꝛaie 
moze inteutyfely aud ofter, and faſte longer, and = 
| muche 


N 
| 
| 
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much at maſle and pzeachyng, and rede moteeffectual 
lv, and occupp hir ſelfe in the contemplacion of thoſe 
thynges that may mende hir liuynge and maners. 
¶ Auna the doughter of Phannuell, comen ok the 
tribe of Jler,whichelyued with hir huſband ſeuen pere 
after hit mattage, and whan the had bene wydow four 
ſcoꝛe pete and foure, our loꝛde Chaiſte founde hir in the 
temple, out of the which (he had neuer departed, but e⸗ 
uet in kaſtyng and pꝛaier date and nyght. And in dede 
J would haue greatter vertue and perfection in a wi⸗ 
dowe, than in a wyke. Foꝛ the wyfe muſt applie hir lelfe 
to the will or hir moztal huſvande, to whom ſhe is mas 
tied, but a widowe hath taken Chailte to hit huſbands 
immoztal. Wherkoꝛe it is reaſon, that al thyng be moze 
excellent and accoꝛding foz(uche a ſpouſe, and wozdes 
moꝛe ſad and ſobꝛe. Foʒ the colnmuntcacio of every ho⸗ 
dy is lyghtly a glaſſe and a myzrour ot the mynde and 
condicions of them. Foz it is an olde pzouerbe : Such 
as the life is, ſuche is the tommunicacion. Ind koule 
vncleane ſpeche hurtethſthe mind. Ill ſpech cozrupteth 
good condicions, as ſaint Paule faith, aftet the wo 


ſhoulde not onely ſpeakeſuche woꝛdes as might lhe 
hit ſelke chaſte and honeſt, but alſo that might inſtruct 
the hcrers with learnynge, and amende theim with ex⸗ 


ample ok hir liuyng. Foꝛ mankynd hath ſpeache to cou 


ple wiſedome and vectue together, and though it ſeme 


to do no moꝛe but vtter the thought ok the mynde, pet 


doth it cauſe bothe learnyng and vertue. 


C 3nd though a woman be loſed out of the bandes of 


woꝛldly tnatrimony, lette hir not yet thynke that (hee 
male dooe whathiclult-Foz oftentymes. wpdo 


ewe 


wes, do 
Mm it 


Luc. 2. 


of the poet menander. C.J, woulde that a wydowe 15 


P FERTOTRON Dr > 
chewe what they haue bene in matiage, and onder the 
hiberteeof vydowhead,open and ſhewe that which thet 
kept in befozefoz feare ot theit hulbandes. Is byzdes 
whan they bee out of their cages, by and by tourne to 
their olde condictons . Likewile many women ſhew out 
at ones the vices that thei diſſembled (ſo as they could 
whyple that their huſbandes dee that the lettes 
that they had ok theyꝛ huſbandes bee tanken awaie.Foz 
than ſhal it be no wen, what nature oz condicion a wo 
man is ok, whan ſhe mate dooe what ſhe will, Ind as 
ſatncte Hterontmeſateth,ſhets chaſt in deede⸗ that mat 
dove puel and ſhe ipſte,and will not, Therekoze a wo- 
man had nede to wootke moze warely, whan bothe the 


I ee alle of bertue is imputed 
t 1 


elfe. Foz as longe as hir hulband lived, he had 
eee e 

u the wydowhead Chjiſte hirſpouſewyll lyghtly 
helpehirthacwillitie'vertuoiiſly. And ik we dooe an 
thynge well, we ought to thankehimtherfoze-and if 
dach ae 1 ln b pany ite <p 
Hatz all his iop in his wyte, if he be good, in lykewy 
no 15 can beleue how pleaſantand aintable ſhe is to 
Chalte, that plateth the wydow in dede, that is to lay 

the whiche beyuge defofate in this lile hath al hir hope 
2. ri. . And ttuſt, and all hir ioye and delyte in Chꝛiſte. And 


luche ſamcte panle commaundeth to the billhoppes to 


n 


* 4. 
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- hanein tegarde: foz by their pꝛater the chtirthe obtay- 
neth many thinges ol Chuſte. Foꝛ ſuch a one deſerued 
Lac. 2. to bee one ofthe fitſte that ſawe Chꝛiſte tn the temple, 
and to pꝛopheſy ot him to thein that were pꝛeſent. Su⸗ 
che a wydowe is pzayſed by the mouthe of god, and ts 
commended to vs by his wooꝛde. Foꝛ he ſateth by — 
5 (4 | a — (ap 
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Taie:Stuetndgementfo; thetathertes childe, and tuſtt 
tie the widow. And again he.ſaith: Thou halt not hurt 
A widow,oz a chude that ts vuder 
them, chei ſhal ctie to me, and Þ chall here their criyng, 
and ſhalbe diſplenled, and firtkethe with-theſwozd 4 
your wines ſhalbe wido wet t yout Ee 


owe they ſhall behaue them lelte athome.The.v. Chap. - 


Ot withſtandyng that holye men wolde widowes 
| Nui: be oft inthe ede andert pꝛater, vet 
they dyd not vtterly f woꝛzldiy bu ſnes. 
"Foz faict Paule ſattth ot e unto Ci⸗ . ri. 5, 
-tnothe, 5 . oz cheldzen, lette 
hir hy lerne to handle hir HW err 
Dove zhir pꝛogenttours agapne, © 
Let the widow teach this, let the childzenlernethis; 
that is to n their 
15 — mothers, graundkathers and graundmo⸗ 
thers. Foz we ſeit thaunſeth olt tymes, that they that 
be bꝛought vp with a widowe, by the mennes ofhir v 
'termuche ſufferanee and t bbourne ct 
ino bedient to cheim whom they holde obey in ſo muth 
that in lome counttets, and in eſpettall in mine, tt is 
ved to a common pꝛouerbe to cal them: widowes coe 
neis, that be pl bought vp ehtidren andthat be leife 


Ex. 22 


f 
f 
| 
1 


wylde, aud vuthziftie yonge men. ze F'woulde 
-counſaylea” 1 1 im beying's wp Ydow; 0 
mae one of hir child zen vntõ fome good and fad 


man. Foꝛ che is A parc with the love or theim that 
ſhe think eth hee dedlethhardly with thetm,whan ſhe 
maketh of them moſte ow ve tt ſome haue vene great 
|  wpfEworen;anty ne „ 


THE TASTRYCTION or 
very wel.ntidwyſdpeNs Conelia;thae brought vp 
Gratehag nir ſonne: ano Ueturia, which bꝛought vp 
Martius Coꝛiolane: in ſo muche that what noble acte 
ſd euet he dyd in the common welthe, eyther at home oz 
rome home, he was euer incited with this thynge that 
he myght da ſo, thatit 8 allowableto his mo⸗ 

ther that had v e n vp. But how childzen uld 
be bzought Vp; Jhanet: tügtr in the boke akoꝛe. Eher 
foꝛe let the widow loke there what fo: ener maketh foz 
this purpoſe, And as foꝛ their houſholde the apoſile a 
kozſald, wzitethof it. Jfantwidow do not ſe to hir own 
kreendes ſpecially ſhe denieth hip faith, aud is woozle 
than an intidell. 


et leſt evetohomeint put hit ſelt 
in pzeale, in company of hit ſeruauntes, naynely if hee 
be yonge, lette hir here what ſayncteHieronymeſaicth 
. wittyng vnto Saluing:Chaſtite (ſaieth he) in women 
- ts a bzittle thinge, and iyke a goodlie flower that wid⸗ 
dereth and dꝛyeth with a litle wether, and a ſmall blaſt 
and namelp if the age be apt to vice, and the auctozite 
okthe hulbande lackyng, whoſe ſpirite is the defender 
- ofthe wyfe. What ſhuld a widowe do amonge a great 
numbꝛe ot men ſeruauntes, whiche J woulde not ſhee 
qhulde ſet at nought, as bondmen, but abache and re- 
gard as men: ho wbe it it hei haue a great houle, that 
requireth much mans ſerupce, let hir make ſome well 
aged man rular, that is ſad and diſcrete, and ol good 
condictons, whole honeſty ſhalbe his maiſters wozſhip 
. Foz J haue knowen many; that haue ſhutte vp their 
doꝛes, and haue not come abꝛode, and yet haue had an 
vll name with their owne leruauntes. whom ouer goz⸗ 
gious aparel of the ſeruat hath cauſed to be ſuſpected, 
00 els the amd ee likyng ol his body, * 
pte 
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apte fo2 pleaſure,oz pzide,oz highe minde by the reaſon 
that he bnewe he was laued. of his maiſtres: whiche 
loue, though it be well hyd;yetmany times it appereth, 
whan he dilpiſeth his kelo weg, as they were his hond⸗ 
men. Theſe be the woꝛdes ol laint Hieronime:vnto the 
whiche J adde this mozeouer, That belt is toʒ a wy= 
dowe to myniſhe hit houlehold, in elpeciall ot men and 
to take vnto hir ſome well aged woman, wiſe and ver- 
tnous, with whom ſhe mate leade hit like: afke coun⸗ 
Caile of hit in ſuch matters as pertaine to women. And 
ik ſhe be aged hir lell, let hir take to hit ſome olde man, 
that is ſomekpuſman of hirs, oꝛ of hit alyance, whom 


ſhe mate truſte vnto. 


¶ And fynally: lette hir ever vie the counſaile of that 
man, that ſhe knoweth hath good witte, and would hir 
pꝛokyt, & is truſtte. The olde Ro mains would, that the 
wo men ſhoulde euer be vnder the rule of their kathers, 
and bzotherne, and hulbandes and kynſmen. 
Oct hir dwell rather with hit mother in lawe,. oz 
Hhirhulbandes alyaunce and e en with 
ir wne, bothe fq2 the remembꝛannce of hir hulbande, 
0>lnþoſe ſake it mate appete, that ſhe loueth bettet his 


kpn and his bloude, thas hir owne. Ind in as much as 


h bone childze, or at the ae uld haue done. 
Mozeeuer, the diſcipline at 1 ; rebened moze 
lcd deren kyndkoltzes: becauſe thete 


hath tranſlated.into that kt the whiche he 


is leſſz cheryſſhyng and lybertee. But a vertuous wo⸗ 
man will not be ſo much moued with 9 175 thinges, 
as-with the rememubzaunceand.ſoue ohr h 


ir hulbande. 


Fozlſo Intonia, daughter buto Martens Antontus the 
Indo Dzuſus aledde ant lute wich hir 


2 2 tudge 5 wyte 


* 


mother 
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— Liuia lefte hir hoult and hir 


cotititreye to dwelle with hit mother in lawe Roemp. 
Excepte there be with hir mothet in law ſome nyce and 
wanton yonge men. that mate cauſe a blote in hit good 
name, o put hir chaſtitee in ieoperdy:oꝛ except the 1 — 
men that be hir altaus, be not of all the beſte fame: fox 
chan it is moze wiledome to go to hit dwne kinsfolkes, 


eee eee The. bi. Chap. 


Ther w they ſhal haue cauſes to wgeatzods 
Therkoze See couered, and in deede, 
what theyz name meaneth. Foz the name ol a wy⸗ 
dowe in Greke # Latin is as muche to ſate as deſolate 
ede —— on qr pn 

alone,t accompant 3 ſeyng 
mae ladnes ol behauour a ratinet ts required 
eee on Cajt 
owe: to ſhewe eraple vnto o 
chaſhtee,ſobernes,# honeſtie. And ſeyng ß ther ou 
to geue example to othet, howe can it do well, thdteh 
ſhüld go foꝛthe appointed in that armourofthe — 
both to ſhewe the pompe d banitee of their ow 
and let the ſnares of Satanas in ſtede of the eta 0 
iſte ! wherfoꝛe l amet Fmbzole ſaieth full well 405 
. e garmetes, and ſad aud demute lokes 
wanton and nycelokes be nept vnder, and vnla 
lultes 3 ſureſt is hot to go much gbzode:# 
. a ee 
e, bu 
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tis. fo} the diuell is ctaftie, and by long vie bath tear 
ned by what cratt euery body maie be ouercomen. And 
ik he haue opoztunitee, he wil ſoone bang his putpoſe 
to paſle: fo he hath none other thing to N 
ſelf with. Ik a wydowe wold aſke any counſatle, let hir 
choſe ſome aged man, that is paſt the luſt of the wozld, 
noꝛ is infected with any vices noz is ſet vpõ couetout⸗ 
nes, noꝛ will let his minde on flatterie foʒ hope of van⸗ 
tage 02 lucre ot money, ⁊ that is well learned, dy much 
erperience hath gathered great wiſedome, þ he netther 
kepe hit mind ſtreteter thů nede is. noꝛ let hit haue duer 
muche the bꝛydle oflidettee,noz dothe counte nothing 
moꝛe precious noz deare than trouth # vertue: let hn, 
what ſo euer ſhe doubteth ſhewe to hun a be aknowen. 
to none other body. Sainct hieronyme wziteth to Eu⸗ 
ſtachtum, & geueth lt kuche maner caun 
doubt any thyng offcripture, oz be ignozant ic 
ol hym that is commendable ot liuyng. and fo, 
efcaſable,no;hath any eull name, and that Hale we. 
oled the to.onem# to yeldea chaft bir 
" ede . 15 ant 


S ot hraye u e Shaded pau be 
not med = the which places there is great . 


of thole es, that a wydowe ought to ſet moſte 

ard. oe beate TER of = 
ooeſo,that ſhe mate do 2 
118 to othet folkes. I oy 
afoze in: 1 0 
littel 20e go goth eawaie,and honeſtie and chair 
6 conieehftn teoperdp? though ther 5 — not * 
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vet. they be loꝛe aſſayled. And as foꝛ the ouercoming 
euery man will laie, not as the thyng is in dede, but as 
he luſteth. 

C Moꝛeouer, the cares of this wozlde coole the loue d 
deſire of keagenip thinges:and as out loꝛd ſaith in the 
Talg golpel, The ſede falleth amoge thoꝛnes, that is choked 

with thoughtes and buſines ok this pꝛeſent life:neither 
is [uffred to growe vp to good coꝛne. And likewiſe as a 
ſea, that the winde hath lyen ſoꝛe vpõ, is pet toſſed and 
ttoubled. after that the winde is layed, and the tempeſt 
gone:ſo maus minde lately comen out of buſines of the 
wo2lde, pet caſteth in his minde & ſtudy the ſame thin⸗ 
ges, and panteth after his labour:noz can not after his 
tcouble come ſtreight to it ſelf. And whan the minde is 
troubled, what maner of pzaters can be (aid:Uerely as 
you mate ſe careful # vnquiet ſatiozing of the intre g 
ditte of this peuiſhe wozlo: like as whanariter oz foũ⸗ 
tainrs troubled a mã cã dꝛaw no water but ful of mud. 


Fund., ¶ The eee that that ipfteth vs vp 
phieſt vnto ß ſpeche of god, as it did mary Magdalene, 
A bhlehe all mans and worldlp buſpnes geuen ouer⸗ſät. 
j nt the tete of out loꝛde, diligently hearynghis wooꝛd. 


e- N 10 — ts ſhe commẽded by the teſtimanie of Chaiſt, 
that ſhe had choſen the beſt parte, the whiche ſhuld not 


ve takenfrom hir. n 
y landes be in perill; A. 


But here wold ſome ſate, M b 
am ſued, Unto that here the ſaiyng of ſainct Xmbzole,: 
o not complatne, that thou att alone:Foz chaftitegre 
utreth ſolitatines:and a chaſt woman defireth ſecret? , 
es. But thou halt matters and buſines, # feareſt the. 
itturney ofthine aduerſarie, pleading befoze$4udge,,; 
But our lazde entreateth foz the, la cent ed 
* «te I 4398 14k I bid L 31 | jen 
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| Aena TE YOM AN," - s 
ment koꝛ the atherles chile, and tuſttfte the wydo we. 
But yet thou woldſt kepe thin heritage, (Che heritage 
of chaſtitee is far greatter : the which a wydow ought 
better to kepe than a wyfe. And it thy ſeruaunt offend, 
tozgeue hin. Foz it ia better that thou fozbere ã others 
kaut, than vtter thine owne. Thus faith laint Ambzoſe 
CA JF wold thou ſhuldft vnderſtãd, that my mind 
ts to haue hit matter the moſte tendꝛed of the tudges, 
that hath but feble atturneis, oꝛ none at all. Aq thaul 
Wall the iudges take on thenithe roume of attürdeyg. 
whan they withſtande olteutymes myghtiedefeuders 
and adgocates. Foz naturally we hate them that haue 
great power and riches, and help thein that haue little 
and meer to put downe theim that exalt the ſelke 
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ter ſhall leme to dooet emen nenten he have 

doone to him, een e mate do ino te 

that J haur tach ofiadges, DUNE a met 

ken of attourneies : Unto:tho,all 
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defend hir owne quarel:and hir m x anal | 
| fn52recomeninded pnto them, the ei the that {refons 
mendeth it. Ind hit cauſe ſhalbe inoze like to d 
whom men thinke ſo good and vertuous, tha 
neither aſke no holde that is not hir owner 
Ss a good enge (all not bzyng with hir to the 
bende pie eta aw, 1 5 
oritee e. All at 18 g, au ye 
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| THE tNSTRYCTION or 
dk. And this haue ſaide by good tudges and aduo⸗ 
cates, oz at the leaſt ſuche as the knoweth not to be vll. 
Foz ſome be nyte and wanton, that they will ſell theyz 
counfaylte and tudgmentes koz theit vnthzilty pleaſure 
of the body. Upon whom doubtles the common good 
dꝛder and manet wolde take puniſh ment, ſauyng that 
the lawes, as the wiſe man ſald, be like the copwebbeg, 
that take all littel beaſtes, and let the great alone. But 
a good widowe, ir ſhe znowe that thet be ſuche, as ſhee 
nen by their name that they haue of the 
Conor the ſhall eſchowthetm and flee; not onely with 
elofle ok hir goodes, bat alſo teoperdte ofhir relfe, if 
3nd were. And the lame J woulde thee ſhoulde do by 
all that be wanton and vicious. 
¶ Nowofrennyng about to other mens hotiſes, ſaint 
Pant hath 5 dageowe thole widowes oughtto 
tect, as miſtamous, that renne pdellp frome houle 
to houle: and not onely idel, but alſo be. bablats and 
full of woozdes, where as is not conuenient. Foz there 
be ſome, which whan they thinke theim ſelle they haue 
done ali their owne bylines; than without ame they 
tnedle with other toltzes buſines, and, geue counſayle 
as though they were great ſages;and rg and Tens 
ceptes, rebuke and cozrecte, ppke fautes., ant. bee 
d2ous quycke enen from doi. 80 at dang 
dlendeenough: | 


¶ Ot ſecoride narben he fly. 


"O3to condemne and tepꝛoue vtterly ſecond warls 
ges. it were a point oł hereſy. How be it that better 
is ta abſtetne than maty agapne, is notonely coun 
hor by Chziſtian PUrenek that i540 ſave, 159 — 
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Tü INSTRYCTION. oe 
father, but a tyʒan. Aud ſh? inflamed with vicious luſt 
koꝛgetteth hit owne wombe: and ſhe that late afoze lat 
mournyng among hit childzen, that pertelue not their 
owne loſſe and harmes, no we is pyked vp anew wyfe. 
where to layeſt thou the cauſe in thinemherytaunce, 
and pꝛyde ok thy ſeruauntes : conkeſſe thine owne vict- 
oulnes. Foz none of you taketh an huſband but to the 
eutent that the wil lie with him, noz except hir luſt pꝛick 


geſters taile a 
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geue anx, thou ſhalt be called a poiſoner. what J pꝛate 
- whe hath ſecõd matiages ſo pleſant; that can be able to 
'recompece thefe euyls: Thus ſateth ſainct Dierontme., 
As koz the pzaiſe of conttnence, and chaſtite, & coun⸗ 
ſailyng from ſecondemartages, what can J be able to 
ſaie after the eloquẽt fountaine of ſatnct Hieronime, oz - 
the ſwete delicates of laint Ambꝛoſe ſpeache:Therfoze 
who ſo delyzeth to knowe any thyng of thoſe mattiers, 
let hym loke it oftheim. Foz it longeth not to my pur⸗ 
pole, to recyte all theyʒ ſaiynges here, Foz J do not in⸗ 
tende to wzite ethoztactons vnto anp kynde nic; 
but to geue tules, howe they mate lyue. Neuer the le 
woulde counſatlea good woman to continue in ho⸗ 
5 ard owheade, nameip if 2 haue chyldꝛene: bh; 
85 775 thentet and kruite ofinatrimonte.tit and 


tzleſt ſhe can not auoyde ß pꝛick es of nature 
tfe,lette hir geue aneare vnto fatnct Paule N 
—.— bu perry it e EM 
to vg they kepte'thetmſelteas J am, bueyett To; 
1 marte. Foꝛ it is bettet te mat 

thã bourne. And the ſame apoſtle wziteth vnto Tuͤnd⸗ rin 
the thus: gut awate younge wydowes, koꝛ whan they 
baut abuſed them ſelfe at latge, than wolde they marie 
to Chxiſt & are condempned ſdetauſe che has refuſed 
their firſt p Fange jor hater 

neither onely ydle, b J. 8 6 
talkyng, ſuche Ne = 2 erfoze 
wolde that the yonger ſhulde marie, and bꝛyng — 
childzen,and rule theit houle, and geue their enemy no 
occaſion to ſaie uch br ben Foz there be ae 
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0 a 
* »- % } iv 
"get 4 
, \ — * * 
88 
„ x 
as « 5 . o — 
g | | Þ 8 * I 
= 1 4 *% 
= 
* [4 * #" 
— 4 - — * * C 
» * 5 - 5 | 
\ e *42 7 . 
— 9 « 
G * 
* 7 
- 4 | 
7 - 


teſt 20 ng. indüutnpag | Ano all dene henne 
aud 4855 'foz their 
Cyldz et the emlstg it bckoze the bulynes kee 
any demie not a newe huſband, And let them get ſu⸗ 
ifhandes as be accazding fo2 wydowes to 1 ma⸗ 
vnto, noꝛzponge inen, wanton, hote, aud kul ol piag. 
4 zät, and riofots, that can neither uletheit bo i 
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